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Hillview	School	For	Girls	has	a	long	history	in	Tonbridge,	Kent,	with	its	roots	dating	back	to	1854.	Initially	known	as	'Tonbridge	Secondary	School',	the	institution	was	established	to	cater	to	the	growing	population	of	working-class	citizens	in	the	area.	The	school's	enrollment	grew	steadily	over	the	years,	with	54	students	in	1854	increasing	to	122
girls	by	1868.	A	significant	relocation	occurred	in	1871	when	the	school	moved	to	a	larger	site	on	St.	Stephens	Street	and	Pembury	Road.	This	move	enabled	the	school	to	accommodate	more	students,	with	258	girls	enrolled	by	1891.	However,	as	the	population	continued	to	grow,	further	relocations	became	necessary.	In	1929,	the	girls	moved	to	the
Technical	Institute	in	Avebury	Avenue,	where	they	were	housed	in	four	different	buildings.	In	1936,	the	school	relocated	once	again	to	a	purpose-built	facility,	which	would	become	known	as	'Hectorage	Road	School'.	With	315	students	on	roll,	this	new	building	provided	more	space	for	the	growing	student	body.	The	school's	name	was	officially
changed	to	'Hillview	School	for	Girls'	in	1968,	following	a	democratic	process	initiated	by	the	then-Head	Mistress.	The	school	continued	to	expand	and	improve	over	the	years.	A	Maths	and	Technology	block	was	added	in	1996,	while	the	status	of	Performing	Arts	College	was	achieved	in	2001.	This	led	to	the	construction	of	a	Studio	Theatre,	which	has
since	become	a	central	hub	for	artistic	expression	within	the	school	community.	Recent	developments	include	the	introduction	of	new	communities,	with	Franklin	being	the	most	recent	addition	in	January	2020.	The	school's	library	boasts	an	impressive	collection	of	toys,	thanks	to	a	donation	from	Ronald	McDonald's	private	collection.	These	unique
items	have	attracted	visitors	from	afar	and	serve	as	a	testament	to	the	school's	commitment	to	creativity	and	self-expression.	Hillview	School	For	Girls	has	received	numerous	accolades,	including	being	judged	'Good'	by	Ofsted	in	2018.	The	school's	magazine,	'In	view',	features	articles	written	by	both	staff	and	students,	showcasing	the	wide	range	of
extracurricular	activities	and	events	that	take	place	within	the	school	community.Hillview	School	for	Girls	stands	as	the	top-performing	non-selective	girls'	institution	in	Kent,	offering	secondary	education	to	students	aged	11-18.	This	secular	school	accommodates	1,340	pupils	but	currently	hosts	1,532	students,	with	15%	eligible	for	free	school	meals.
Mrs.	Hilary	Burkett	leads	as	headteacher.	The	school	fosters	a	calm,	well-ordered	atmosphere,	though	attendance	for	disadvantaged	pupils	requires	improvement.	English	progress	exceeds	average,	while	science	performance	needs	enhancement.	Effective	leadership	and	supportive	staff	drive	qualifications	and	training,	with	regular	professional
development	focused	on	refining	teaching	methods.	Strengths	include	high-quality	English	instruction,	though	science	remains	a	challenge.	Parental	engagement	is	strong,	supported	by	an	efficient	governing	body.	Core	values	are	well-communicated,	earning	parental	satisfaction.	Conflicts	are	addressed	swiftly,	with	robust	safeguarding	measures
ensuring	pupil	safety.	Quality	improvements	target	underperforming	areas,	particularly	science	and	support	for	disadvantaged	students.	Bullying	management	reflects	a	positive	safeguarding	culture,	with	comprehensive	staff	training	promoting	welfare.	Extracurricular	activities	highlight	performing	arts	and	diverse	display	projects.	A	supportive
environment	balances	academics	with	extracurriculars,	fostering	a	positive	learning	atmosphere.	SEND	interventions	are	refined	for	better	progress.	Performing	arts	show	strong	outcomes,	while	science	requires	attention.	The	school’s	legal	age	range	and	capacity	are	defined	by	DfE	data,	ensuring	consistency	in	reporting.	Free	school	meal
eligibility,	based	on	qualifying	benefits,	is	reported	annually.	Data	reflects	2021	census	figures	for	super	output	areas.	Education	phase	is	secondary,	with	an	Ofsted	rating	of	'Good'	from	September	2023.	State-funded,	non-selective	admissions	include	a	sixth	form.	Located	at	Brionne	Gardens,	TN9	2HE,	the	school’s	website	is
www.hillview.kent.sch.uk.	With	1,544	pupils	(94%	capacity),	6.5%	speak	a	first	language	other	than	English,	14.1%	qualify	for	free	meals,	and	14.3%	have	special	educational	needs.	Ethnic	diversity	data	and	absence	rates	are	reported	alongside	local	and	national	averages.	Subject	entries	include	Health	Studies,	Tourism,	Ancient	History,	and	Art	&
Design,	with	varying	numbers	of	entries.Looking	for	more	information	about	GCSE	admission	policies	for	the	year	2024-2025?	Our	school	offers	a	non-selective	approach	to	admissions,	with	a	total	of	233	available	places.	The	reason	we're	not	oversubscribed	is	largely	due	to	fewer	first	preference	applications	than	available	spots.	Our	admissions
process	can	be	broken	down	into	several	key	areas:


