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The apostrophe in Bluejackets has changed over time, as indicated by the various editions of The Bluejacket's Manual. The early BJM editions present a problem with their numbering, with some not stating an edition number on the cover or title page until the 1915 BJM, which boldly displays "Third Edition" on its cover. However, internal
documentation and preface remarks from earlier manuals suggest that these early editions were revisions, rather than distinct versions. The United States Naval Institute holds the copyright for The Bluejacket's Manual and published it from 1902 to 1913 under their name. From 1914 to 1937, various publishers licensed to print the manual. USNI
resumed as the sole publisher with the 1938 eighth edition. Reprint numbers and dates are shown where verified, but the USNI does not include all reprints in their list. Some BJMs viewed show reprint data not found in the USNTI list. If an individual's BJM does not have a reprint number, they can assume it is a first edition, as these are not otherwise
identified. Example of reprint data for the 19th edition has been found in the 1914 and 1927 B]JMs, appearing as overprints on the title page or front fly leaf. The value of used BJMs depends on book condition and print quantity. A very good condition book with higher values for excellent items and lower value for good to fair books.The US Navy's
support for the Naval Militia has been a long-standing tradition, with most maritime states and those with large lakes and rivers having their own militias. The Navy provided BJM's (Basic Issue Material) to these militias, which served as a reserve component of the Navy in earlier times and were later similar to the Coast Guard Auxiliary. The website
for The Bluejacket's Manual, a publication by the US Naval Institute, aims to provide an overview of naval history and traditions. Initially used by the Coast Guard, this manual has undergone changes over the years and is now also included on this site. Other guides used by the Navy include the Recruit's Handy Book, Petty Officer's Drill Book, and
Deck & Boat Book. The Bluejacket's Manual remains an essential part of the US Sailor's sea bag, serving as an introduction to the Navy for new recruits and a reference book for sailors of all ranks. The newest edition has been updated to reflect the current state of the U.S. Navy, including changes such as camouflage uniforms and new ratings.
Written by retired Lieutenant Commander Thomas J. Cutler, who served in various naval roles including patrolling craft, destroyers, and aircraft carriers, this manual is primarily intended for Bluejackets but will also be welcomed by potential recruits, Navy buffs, and collectors. Naval Institute's Author Wins Prestigious Awards with Comprehensive
Works on Naval History =================================== Thomas J. Cutler is a renowned author and naval historian who has received multiple awards for his publications on naval literature. His works have been widely recognized, including the Alfred Thayer Mahan Award for Naval Literature, U.S. Maritime Literature
Award, and the Naval Institute Press Author of the Year Award. Cutler's published books include NavCivGuide: A Handbook for Civilians in the U.S. Navy; a Sailor's History of the U.S. Navy; The Battle of Leyte Gulf; Brown Water, Black Berets: Coastal & Riverine Warfare in Vietnam; and multiple editions of The Bluejacket's Manual. His other notable
works include revisions of Jack Sweetman's The Illustrated History of the U.S. Naval Academy and Dutton's Nautical Navigation. Cutler has also co-edited several dictionaries, including the Dictionary of Naval Terms and the Dictionary of Naval Abbreviations, alongside his wife Deborah W. Cutler. His books have been published in various formats,
such as paperback and audio, and have appeared on notable book clubs like History Book Club, Military Book Club, and Book of the Month Club. Cutler's expertise extends beyond writing; he has served as a panelist, commentator, and keynote speaker at numerous events for organizations like the Naval History and Heritage Command, Smithsonian
Institution, Navy Memorial, U.S. Naval Academy, MacArthur Memorial Foundation, Johns Hopkins University, and many veterans' organizations.Looking forward to seein everyone at the meeting tomorow and discussin our strategies in various projects. He has been involved with several initiatives including a handbook for civilians working with the
U.S. Navy titled NavCivGuide: A Handbook for Civilians in the U.S. Navy. His work also includes A Sailor’s History of the U.S. Navy, which is part of the Chief of Naval Operations Reading Program. He has written about historic events such as The Battle of Leyte Gulf and Coastal & Riverine Warfare in Vietnam known as Brown Water, Black Berets.
Additionally, he has contributed to several books including revisions of The Illustrated History of the U.S. Naval Academy and Dutton’s Nautical Navigation. His writings have been featured in numerous publications like Proceedings and Naval History magazines. He collaborated with his wife Deborah W. Cutler on the Dictionary of Naval Terms and
Dictionary of Naval Abbreviations. His works have appeared in various formats such as paperback, e-book, and audio, and have been selected by several prominent book clubs including the History Book Club, Military Book Club, and Book of the Month Club. He has served as a speaker at numerous events for organizations like the Naval History and
Heritage Command, Smithsonian Institution, Navy Memorial, U.S. Naval Academy, MacArthur Memorial Foundation, Johns Hopkins University, U.S. Naval Institute, Civitan, and many veterans’ organizations. His television appearances include the History Channel’s Biography series, A&E’s Our Century, Fox News Channel’s The O’Reilly Factor, and
CBS’s 48 Hours.
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