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Google’s	Gemini	family	has	expanded	rapidly	since	its	debut	in	late	2023,	offering	different	models	for	different	needs.	The	first	wave,	Gemini	1.0,	included	Ultra,	Pro	and	Nano.	Ultra	was	the	most	powerful,	beating	OpenAI's	ChatGPT-4	across	multimodal	benchmarks.	Pro	was	positioned	as	the	versatile	everyday	model,	while	Nano	was	designed	for
on-device	tasks	like	running	directly	on	the	Pixel	8	Pro.In	early	2024,	Google	followed	up	with	the	Gemini	1.5	series,	which	added	more	to	the	already	capable	model.	The	standout	was	Gemini	1.5	Pro,	which	introduced	a	massive	1	million-token	context	window	and	stronger	reasoning	abilities,	making	it	ideal	for	long,	complex	workflows.	The	company
also	released	1.5	Flash	variants,	optimized	for	speed	and	efficiency.By	late	2024,	the	focus	shifted	to	Gemini	2.0.	These	models	included	Flash	and	Flash-Lite,	which	offered	faster,	cheaper	multimodal	performance,	while	an	experimental	2.0	Pro	pushed	further	into	advanced	reasoning,	live	multimodal	APIs,	and	better	integration	with	external	tools.
CEO	Sundar	Pichai	framed	Gemini	2.0’s	debut	as	the	start	of	the	“Agent	Era,”	when	AI	models	begin	performing	tasks	on	your	behalf.	You	may	like	Most	recently,	Google	unveiled	the	Gemini	2.5	series.	This	includes	2.5	Flash,	the	new	default	for	speed	and	efficiency,	and	2.5	Pro,	currently	Google’s	most	advanced	reasoning	model.	Gemini	2.5	Pro	has
quickly	topped	benchmark	leaderboards	thanks	to	its	improved	problem-solving,	coding	ability,	and	audio	features,	while	2.5	Flash-Lite	caters	to	developers	who	want	cost	savings	without	giving	up	too	much	power.Beyond	the	core	models,	Google	has	also	introduced	specialized	tools	under	the	Gemini	brand.	Nano	Banana	(Gemini	2.5	Flash	Image)
has	become	a	viral	hit	thanks	to	its	ability	to	edit	photos	with	character	consistency,	realism	and	prompt-based	precision.	Nano	Banana	is	also	the	secret	behind	other	Google	AI	Studio	apps	such	as	Mixboard	and	Google	Photos	"Help	Me	Edit"	tool	which	is	available	on	Android	and	iOS.On	the	video	side,	Veo	3.1	now	generates	higher-quality	clips,
including	vertical	9:16	video	at	1080p	resolution,	and	costs	significantly	less	to	use	than	earlier	versions.	Google	has	plans	to	integrate	Veo	3	into	YouTube	Shorts,	making	AI-generated	video	even	more	accessible.Together,	these	models	highlight	how	Gemini	has	gone	from	a	simple	chatbot	rebrand	to	a	full-stack	AI	ecosystem,	spanning	everyday	use
cases,	advanced	reasoning,	creative	media	generation,	and	enterprise	deployment.	Whether	you’re	editing	an	image,	creating	a	video,	or	building	an	app,	there’s	a	Gemini	model	designed	for	the	jobGet	instant	access	to	breaking	news,	the	hottest	reviews,	great	deals	and	helpful	tips.What	is	Gemini?	Introducing	Gemini	2.0	|	Our	most	capable	AI
model	yet	-	YouTube	Watch	On	The	Gemini	model	family	offers	a	multimodal	design,	meaning	it	doesn't	only	train	on	text.	Gemini	models	can	process	and	generate	not	only	written	language	but	also	images,	video,	audio,	and	even	computer	code.	This	approach	puts	it	in	the	same	league	as	OpenAI’s	GPT-4o	and	now	ChatGPT-5,	and	as	of	Gemini	2.0
the	system	can	also	output	across	those	modalities.In	typical	Google	fashion,	the	most	advanced	versions	of	Gemini	have	been	quietly	iterated	over	months	before	launch.	The	latest	builds	introduce	features	that	more	hyped	rivals	sometimes	overlook,	such	as	vertical	video	support	in	Veo	3	or	prompt-driven	photo	editing	with	Nano	Banana.	These
tools	have	quickly	gone	viral,	drawing	millions	of	new	users	to	the	Gemini	ecosystem.On	the	open-source	side,	the	variety	is	staggering.	There	are	now	tens	of	thousands	of	Gemini	variations	on	Hugging	Face	alone,	fine-tuned	for	different	languages,	domains,	and	use	cases.	But	that	sheer	breadth	has	also	led	to	confusion.	The	rapid-fire	rollouts	of
Gemini	1.5,	Gemini	2.0,	and	now	Gemini	2.5	Pro/Flash	have	blurred	the	lines	between	core	models	and	their	specialized	offshoots.	Your	next	read	The	first	thing	to	understand	is	that	Google	mixes	model	technology	and	branded	applications	under	the	same	Gemini	umbrella.	Gemini	Pro,	Flash,	Nano,	Ultra,	2.5	Pro,	Veo,	Nano	Banana	—	these	aren’t
separate	products	so	much	as	different	flavors	or	extensions	of	the	same	underlying	AI	stack.	Once	you	realize	that	Gemini	is	less	a	single	model	and	more	an	ecosystem,	the	naming	starts	to	make	sense.1.	Models	(Image	credit:	Google)In	the	beginning	was	DeepMind,	the	AI	lab	launched	in	London	in	2010.	This	foundation	stone	of	the	whole	AI
industry	delivered	the	LaMDA,	PaLM,	and	Gato	AI	models	to	the	world.	Gemini	is	the	latest	iteration	of	this	generational	family.Version	1.0	of	the	Gemini	model	was	launched	in	three	flavors,	Ultra,	Pro	and	Nano.	As	the	names	suggest,	the	models	ranged	from	high	power	down	to	petite	versions	designed	to	run	on	phones	and	other	small	devices.Note
that	much	of	the	confusion	from	the	subsequent	launches	has	come	about	because	of	Google's	philosophical	tussle	between	its	search	and	AI	businesses.AI	cannibalism	of	search	has	always	been	a	sword	hanging	above	the	company’s	head,	and	has	contributed	mightily	to	its	‘will	they,	won’t	they’	attitude	towards	releasing	AI	products.	(Image	credit:
Google)Gemini	1.5,	released	ten	months	ago,	was	an	incremental	improvement	of	the	original	model,	incorporating	mixture	of	experts	(MoE)	tech,	a	one	million	token	context	window	and	new	architecture.	Since	that	time	we’ve	seen	the	launch	of	Gemini	1.5	Flash,	Gemini	1.5	Pro-002	and	Gemini	1.5	Flash-002	-	the	latter	released	just	three	months
ago.At	the	same	time	the	company	also	made	a	surprising	foray	into	open	model	territory,	with	the	launch	of	the	free	Gemma	product.	These	2B	and	7B	parameter	models	were	seen	as	a	direct	response	to	Meta’s	release	of	the	Llama	model	family.	Gemma	2.0	was	released	five	months	later.Gemini	2.0	launched	in	December	2024,	and	is	billed	as	a
model	for	the	agentic	era.	The	first	version	to	be	released	was	Gemini	2.0	Flash	Experimental,	a	high	performance	multimodal	model,	which	supports	tool	use	like	Google	search,	and	function	calling	for	code	generation.Within	weeks	the	company	launched	Gemini	2.0	Experimental	Advanced,	apparently	the	full	version	of	the	current	generation.	We
say	apparently	because	at	this	point	in	time	nobody’s	really	sure	what’s	full	and	what’s	early	code.What	can	be	said	with	certainty	is	that	Gemini	2.0	Flash	Experimental	is	an	extremely	capable	and	performant	AI	model	all	round.Gemini	modelsGemini	1.0	Series	(Dec	2023)Gemini	1	Ultra	–	Flagship	multimodal	model,	most	powerful	in	the	first
releaseGemini	1	Pro	–	Mid-range,	versatile	model	for	general	use	(power	+	efficiency	balance)Gemini	1	Nano	–	Lightweight,	on-device	model	(ships	in	Pixel	8	Pro)Gemini	1.5	Series	(Early	2024)Gemini	1.5	Flash	–	Fast,	cheaper	model	optimized	for	efficiencyGemini	1.5	Pro	–	Advanced	reasoning,	huge	1M	token	context	window,	slower	+	more
expensiveGemini	2.0	Series	(Late	2024)Gemini	2.0	Flash	(Experimental)	–	Faster,	multimodal,	tuned	for	responsivenessGemini	2.0	Flash	(Thinking)	–	Adds	reasoning	depth	on	top	of	speedGemini	2.0	Pro	/	Experimental	Advanced	–	Stronger	reasoning,	tool	use,	live	multimodality,	positioned	as	the	start	of	Google’s	“Agent	Era”Gemini	2.5	Series	(Mid–
Late	2025)Gemini	2.5	Flash	–	Default	fast,	efficient	model,	good	balance	of	speed	+	qualityGemini	2.5	Flash-Lite	–	Ultra-efficient,	cheapest	option	for	cost-sensitive	appsGemini	2.5	Pro	–	Google’s	most	advanced	reasoning	model	yet	(improved	coding,	math,	audio,	and	multilingual	support),	top	of	the	lineSpecialized	Gemini	ModelsNano	Banana
(Gemini	2.5	Flash	Image)	–	Viral	image	editing	model	with	character	consistency,	photorealism,	and	seamless	blendingVeo	3.1	–	Text-to-video	generation	model	with	1080p	+	vertical	9:16	output,	faster	and	cheaper	than	prior	versionsWhere	you’ll	find	themConsumer	products:	Gemini	app,	Docs,	Gmail,	Android	(Gemini	Assistant),	YouTube	(Veo	3
coming	to	Shorts)Developer	access:	Google	AI	Studio,	Vertex	AI,	Hugging	Face	variants	(~50k+	fine-tunes	available)1.	Applications	(Image	credit:	Future)Google	is	both	a	research	and	a	product	company.	DeepMind	and	Google	AI	lead	the	research	and	release	the	models.	The	other	side	of	Google	takes	those	models	and	puts	them	into	products.	This
includes	hardware,	software	and	services.ChatbotsGoogle’s	chatbot	narrative	has	evolved	rapidly,	and,	true	to	Silicon	Valley	form,	the	naming	conventions	have	gotten	a	little	murky.Originally	launched	as	Bard,	the	chatbot	was	rebranded	as	Gemini	in	early	2024,	merging	with	Duet	AI	in	a	new	Android	app	deployment.	Since	then,	Gemini	chat	has
become	the	conversational	backbone	across	a	host	of	Google	products	—	from	Android	Assistant	to	Chrome,	Google	Photos,	and	Workspace.	Today,	both	the	classic	Assistant	and	Gemini	Chat	coexist	on	Android,	giving	users	a	choice	between	familiarity	and	brainier	AI.Enter	Gemini	Live:	Google’s	answer	to	OpenAI’s	Advance	Voice	Mode.	It	enables
low-latency,	natural,	back-and-forth	voice	conversations,	complete	with	visual	cues	and	deep	app	integration.	Importantly,	this	feature	now	reaches	into	Google	Workspace	and	enterprise	accounts,	not	just	personal	profiles.Gemini	is	also	moving	into	your	living	room.	Gemini	for	Home	has	already	rolled	out	on	Google	Home	and	Nest	devices,
gradually	replacing	Google	Assistant.	It’s	designed	for	tasks	like	media	playback,	smart-home	control,	cooking	help,	and	more	intuitive	conversation.	Gemini	Live	will	power	this	smarter	assistant,	keeping	it	hands-free	and	proactive.Meanwhile,	the	Gemini	app	keeps	getting	smarter,	too.	It	now	supports:Audio	file	uploads,	with	free	users	getting	up	to
10	minutes	and	five	prompts	per	day.	AI	Pro	and	Ultra	users	get	much	more	generous	quotas	and	file-type	flexibility.Powerful	image	editing	capabilities	via	the	latest	model	(think	outfit	changes,	style	transfers,	multi-stage	edits),	all	built	on	the	Gemini	2.5	Flash	Image	engine	(aka	Nano	Banana).	Every	Gemini-generated	image	includes	visible	and
SynthID	watermarks.Photo-to-video	conversions	powered	by	Veo	3:	eight-second	clips	with	synchronized	sound	that	are	now	available	to	Pro	and	Ultra	users,	right	within	the	Gemini	app.ProductsWhile	Gemini	as	a	chatbot	might	get	most	of	the	new	models	and	attention	from	AI	aficionados,	most	of	the	eyes	on	AI	will	be	going	to	Gemini	on	mobile.This
comes	in	two	forms,	first	through	the	Gemini	App	on	iPhone	and	Android,	and	then	through	its	deep	integration	into	the	Android	operating	system.On	Android	developers	can	even	use	the	Gemini	Nano	model	in	their	own	apps	without	having	to	use	a	cloud-based,	or	costly	model	to	perform	basic	tasks.The	deep	integration	allows	for	system	functions
to	be	triggered	from	Gemini,	as	well	as	the	use	of	Gemini	Live	—	the	AI	voice	assistant	—	to	play	songs	and	more.ExperimentsThe	latest	Gemini	model	launch	has	been	accompanied	by	a	series	of	major	Google	application	releases	or	previews	tied	into	the	new	model.	The	list	is	long	and	impressive.	Some	of	them	include:Project	Astra:	spectacular
demonstration	of	the	power	of	visual	understanding	for	AI	assistantsProject	Mariner:	a	great	showcase	of	the	power	of	multimodal	AI	for	real	world	use	casesNotebookLM:	a	stunning	new	paradigm	for	research	and	study	applicationsDeep	Research:	hugely	powerful	agentic	research	tool	with	deep	search	ability	and	huge	contexts3.	Platforms	(Image
credit:	Shutterstock)Outside	of	the	mobile	and	web-based	versions	of	Gemini	there	are	some	premium	and	developer	focused	products.	These	usually	offer	the	most	advanced	models	and	features	such	as	Deep	Research	in	Gemini	Advanced.Gemini	Advanced:	Google’s	sophisticated	subscription-based	gateway	to	its	AI	products.Google	Cloud:	Pay	as
you	go	on-ramp	to	the	full	range	of	Google’s	enterprise	and	consumer	productsAI	Studio:	Free	AI	playground	to	test	and	evaluate	the	Gemini	range	of	AI	modelsVertex	AI:	AI	development	platform	integrated	as	part	of	Google	Cloud	servicesGoogle	One:	Subscription-based	cloud	storage	service	for	consumers	We	use	cookies	and	data	toDeliver	and
maintain	Google	servicesTrack	outages	and	protect	against	spam,	fraud,	and	abuseMeasure	audience	engagement	and	site	statistics	to	understand	how	our	services	are	used	and	enhance	the	quality	of	those	servicesIf	you	choose	to	“Accept	all,”	we	will	also	use	cookies	and	data	toDevelop	and	improve	new	servicesDeliver	and	measure	the
effectiveness	of	adsShow	personalized	content,	depending	on	your	settingsShow	personalized	ads,	depending	on	your	settingsIf	you	choose	to	“Reject	all,”	we	will	not	use	cookies	for	these	additional	purposes.Non-personalized	content	is	influenced	by	things	like	the	content	you’re	currently	viewing,	activity	in	your	active	Search	session,	and	your
location.	Non-personalized	ads	are	influenced	by	the	content	you’re	currently	viewing	and	your	general	location.	Personalized	content	and	ads	can	also	include	more	relevant	results,	recommendations,	and	tailored	ads	based	on	past	activity	from	this	browser,	like	previous	Google	searches.	We	also	use	cookies	and	data	to	tailor	the	experience	to	be
age-appropriate,	if	relevant.Select	“More	options”	to	see	additional	information,	including	details	about	managing	your	privacy	settings.	You	can	also	visit	g.co/privacytools	at	any	time.	Gemini	is	Google’s	competitor	in	the	race	for	AI	supremacy.	A	rival	to	the	likes	of	ChatGPT,	it’s	a	chatbot	underpinned	by	a	powerful	AI	model.Available	online	and
through	smartphone	apps,	Gemini	can	assist	with	everything	from	web	searches	to	image	generation.	It	also	integrates	into	a	number	of	Google	cloud	services	for	contextual	assistance.Gemini	is	free	to	use	and	improving	all	the	time.	With	more	to	come	in	2025,	here’s	what	Gemini	can	do	–	and	whether	it’s	worth	paying	for	Gemini	Advanced.	You	may
like	This	article	was	correct	as	of	February	2025.	AI	tools	are	updated	regularly	and	it	is	possible	that	some	features	have	changed	since	this	article	was	written.	Some	features	may	also	only	be	available	in	certain	countries.	(Image	credit:	Google)Gemini	is	the	collective	name	for	several	components	which	together	make	up	Google’s	AI	offering.	All	of
these	are	underpinned	by	a	large	language	model,	which	was	released	as	Gemini	in	December	2023.	The	company’s	chatbot	was	previously	called	Bard,	but	this	was	brought	under	the	Gemini	umbrella	in	February	2024.	There’s	also	Gemini	for	Workspace,	which	leverages	the	AI	model	to	enhance	cloud-based	productivity.At	its	core,	Gemini	is	a
multimodal	model	which	can	process	text,	code,	audio	and	image-based	queries.	There	are	several	versions	of	this	model.	Which	one	you	use	depends	on	how	you	access	Gemini:	the	web-based	chatbot	uses	Gemini	Flash,	for	example,	while	paid	subscribers	get	access	to	the	more	powerful	Gemini	Ultra.	There’s	also	Gemini	Nano	for	on-device	AI
processing.What	can	you	use	Google	Gemini	for?For	most	users,	Gemini	is	best	seen	as	an	alternative	to	ChatGPT.	As	an	AI	chatbot,	it	can	provide	reasoned,	context-aware	responses	to	natural	language	prompts.	It’s	able	to	answer	questions,	write	code	and	summarize	articles.	It	can	also	be	used	to	generate	images	from	simple	descriptions	using
Google’s	Imagen	3	text-to-image	model.Sign	up	for	breaking	news,	reviews,	opinion,	top	tech	deals,	and	more.Like	ChatGPT,	you	can	interact	with	Gemini	in	a	conversational	way,	asking	follow-up	questions	within	the	same	thread.	Because	Gemini	is	connected	to	the	web,	you	can	also	use	it	for	enhanced	search	summaries,	pulling	in	real-time
information	from	online	sources.Gemini	is	also	available	on	mobile:	download	the	app	for	iOS	or	Android	to	interact	with	it	on	your	smartphone.	It	will	integrate	with	other	Google	apps,	pulling	in	data	from	the	likes	of	Gmail	and	Google	Maps.	The	app	is	also	where	users	can	go	Live	with	Gemini,	allowing	you	to	interact	with	the	chatbot	in	real-time
using	your	voice.	For	Android	users,	Gemini	can	also	replace	Google	Assistant.Recently,	Google	added	the	ability	for	all	users	to	share	documents	with	Gemini	for	analysis	and	feedback.	Certain	Workspace	users	can	also	access	Deep	Research,	an	in-depth	reporting	tool.	You	may	like	What	can’t	you	use	Google	Gemini	for?Like	most	of	the	best	AI
chatbots,	there	are	restrictions	on	the	kind	of	content	that	Gemini	can	generate.	It	will	try	to	steer	clear	of	copyright	infringement	or	offensive	material,	for	example.	There	are	also	limits	to	the	depth	of	some	of	its	abilities.	While	it	can	generate	code,	for	example,	it	isn’t	a	complete	software	development	tool.Gemini	also	suffers	from	the	same
fallibilities	which	befall	other	chatbots,	namely	that	its	answers	are	not	always	accurate.	It’s	been	known	to	hallucinate,	returning	incorrect	or	invented	information.	As	a	result,	it	can’t	be	used	as	a	definitive	research	tool.How	much	does	Google	Gemini	cost?The	standard	version	of	Gemini	is	free	to	use	online	and	through	mobile	apps.	It	currently
runs	on	Google’s	Gemini	2.0	model,	with	three	versions	available	to	select,	depending	on	whether	you	need	everyday	help,	multi-step	reasoning	or	integration	with	YouTube,	Maps	and	Search.There	is	also	a	paid	tier	available,	called	Gemini	Advanced.	This	is	bundled	in	with	the	Google	One	AI	Premium	Plan,	for	$19.99	/	£18.99	/	AU$32.99	per	month.
It	unlocks	access	to	Google’s	latest	AI	models,	as	well	as	new	features	and	higher	processing	limits	(allowing	you	to	submit	PDF	documents	of	up	to	1,500	pages).	You	also	get	native	Gemini	integration	across	a	number	of	Google	cloud-based	services,	including	Gmail,	Docs,	Slides	and	Meet.Where	can	you	use	Google	Gemini?Gemini	can	be	accessed
online	using	almost	any	browser,	by	pointing	it	to	gemini.google.com.	Head	there	to	interact	with	Gemini	as	a	web-based	chatbot.Gemini	is	also	available	as	a	smartphone	app	for	iOS	and	Android.	These	apps	have	the	same	functionality	as	the	web	interface,	plus	the	option	to	go	Live	with	Gemini.	(Image	credit:	Shutterstock/Rokas	Tenys)Is	Google
Gemini	any	good?In	our	hands-on	review	of	Gemini	on	an	Android	smartphone,	we	found	it	a	genuinely	useful	alternative	to	Google	Assistant.	We	noted	some	bugs,	but	many	of	those	have	been	ironed	out	since,	with	plenty	of	new	features	added.	We	appreciated	its	integration	with	apps	like	Maps	and	Gmail,	as	well	as	how	dialogue	with	the	chatbot
encouraged	creativity,	even	if	the	faux	humanity	was	grating.In	a	more	recent	review	of	Gemini	2.0	Flash,	we	found	the	model	faster,	smarter	and	more	accurate	than	before,	making	the	chatbot	a	more	compelling	tool.	We	found	its	answers	clear,	succinct	and	creative.There’s	still	room	for	improvement.	Gemini	isn’t	immune	from	inaccuracies	and
reviews	elsewhere	have	reported	that	the	model	can	misunderstand	the	detail	of	what	it’s	being	asked.	Even	so,	Google’s	AI	tool	has	a	lot	going	for	it	–	particularly	with	the	impressive	real-time	performance	of	Gemini	Live.Use	Google	Gemini	if...You	want	a	free	chatbot	on	your	phoneGoogle	Gemini	is	a	capable	AI	chatbot	that’s	available	for	free	on
iOS	and	Android,	where	it	integrates	with	other	Google	apps,	like	Gmail.	Using	it	on	your	smartphone	unlocks	more	features	than	the	web-based	version.You	want	to	real-time	spoken	conversationsGemini	Live	on	mobile	allows	you	to	hold	a	spoken	conversation	with	Google’s	AI	model,	for	a	more	natural,	free-flowing	interaction	that	leaves	your	hands
free	for	something	else.Don't	use	Google	Gemini	if...You	need	completely	accurate	informationGemini	does	a	good	job	of	sourcing	real-time	data	from	the	web,	but	it’s	still	liable	to	return	inaccurate	information	or	hallucinate	facts.	Accuracy	is	improving,	but	results	still	need	to	be	cross-checked.You	need	a	fully	formed	AI	toolAs	capable	as	it	is,
Gemini	is	still	very	much	a	work	in	progress.	New	features	and	integrations	are	in	the	pipeline,	but	you	need	to	accept	certain	limitations	when	using	Google’s	chatbot	right	now.ChatGPT	is	the	most	well-known	AI	chatbot	–	and	for	good	reason.	It	has	a	full	set	of	features	to	rival	Google	Gemini,	including	a	voice	mode	and	web	search	capabilities.
Several	reviews	also	find	ChatGPT	more	accurate	when	it	comes	to	sourcing	information,	although	this	depends	on	the	context.Apple	Intelligence	is	a	suite	of	AI	tools	available	to	users	of	compatible	iPhone,	iPad	and	Mac	devices.	Deeply	integrated	into	Apple’s	operating	systems,	the	toolkit	provides	contextual	assistance	across	apps	like	Mail	and
Photos.	Rollout	is	ongoing	and	most	processing	takes	place	on	device.You	might	also	like...	Google’s	trying	to	make	waves	with	Gemini,	its	flagship	suite	of	generative	AI	models,	apps,	and	services.	But	what’s	Gemini?	How	can	you	use	it?	And	how	does	it	stack	up	to	other	generative	AI	tools	such	as	OpenAI’s	ChatGPT,	Meta’s	Llama,	and	Microsoft’s
Copilot?	To	make	it	easier	to	keep	up	with	the	latest	Gemini	developments,	we’ve	put	together	this	handy	guide,	which	we’ll	keep	updated	as	new	Gemini	models,	features,	and	news	about	Google’s	plans	for	Gemini	are	released.	Gemini	is	Google’s	long-promised,	next-gen	generative	AI	model	family.	Developed	by	Google’s	AI	research	labs	DeepMind
and	Google	Research,	it	comes	in	several	flavors:	Gemini	Ultra,	a	very	large	model.	Gemini	Pro,	a	large	model	—	though	smaller	than	Ultra.	The	latest	version,	Gemini	2.0	Pro,	is	Google’s	current	flagship.	Gemini	Flash,	a	speedier,	“distilled”	version	of	Pro.	Gemini	Flash-Lite,	a	slightly	smaller	and	faster	version	of	Gemini	Flash.	Gemini	Flash	Thinking,
a	model	with	“reasoning”	capabilities.	Gemini	Nano,	two	small	models:	Nano-1	and	the	slightly	more	capable	Nano-2,	which	is	meant	to	run	offline.	All	Gemini	models	were	trained	to	be	natively	multimodal	—	that	is,	able	to	work	with	and	analyze	more	than	just	text.	Google	says	they	were	pre-trained	and	fine-tuned	on	a	variety	of	public,	proprietary,
and	licensed	audio,	images,	and	videos;	a	set	of	codebases;	and	text	in	different	languages.	This	sets	Gemini	apart	from	models	such	as	Google’s	own	LaMDA,	which	was	trained	exclusively	on	text	data.	LaMDA	can’t	understand	or	generate	anything	beyond	text	(e.g.,	essays,	emails,	and	so	on),	but	that	isn’t	necessarily	the	case	with	Gemini	models.
For	example,	the	latest	versions	of	Gemini	Flash	and	Gemini	Pro	can	natively	output	images	and	audio	in	addition	to	text.	We’ll	note	here	that	the	ethics	and	legality	of	training	models	on	public	data,	in	some	cases	without	the	data	owners’	knowledge	or	consent,	are	murky.	Google	has	an	AI	indemnification	policy	to	shield	certain	Google	Cloud
customers	from	lawsuits	should	they	face	them,	but	this	policy	contains	carve-outs.	Proceed	with	caution	—	particularly	if	you’re	intending	on	using	Gemini	commercially.	Gemini	is	separate	and	distinct	from	the	Gemini	apps	on	the	web	and	mobile	(formerly	Bard).	Techcrunch	event	San	Francisco	|	October	13-15,	2026	The	Gemini	apps	are	clients
that	connect	to	various	Gemini	models	and	layer	a	chatbot-like	interface	on	top.	Think	of	them	as	front	ends	for	Google’s	generative	AI,	analogous	to	ChatGPT	and	Anthropic’s	Claude	family	of	apps.	Image	Credits:Google	Gemini	on	the	web	lives	here.	On	Android,	the	Gemini	app	replaces	the	existing	Google	Assistant	app.	And	on	iOS,	the	Google	and
Google	Search	apps	serve	as	that	platform’s	Gemini	clients.	On	Android,	users	can	bring	up	a	Gemini	overlay	to	ask	questions	about	what’s	on	their	screen	(for	example,	a	YouTube	video).	Pressing	and	holding	a	supported	smartphone’s	power	button	or	saying,	“Hey	Google”	summons	the	overlay.	Gemini	apps	can	accept	images	as	well	as	voice
commands	and	text	—	including	files	like	PDFs,	either	uploaded	or	imported	from	Google	Drive	—	and	generate	images.	As	you’d	expect,	conversations	with	Gemini	apps	on	mobile	carry	over	to	Gemini	on	the	web	and	vice	versa	if	you’re	signed	in	to	the	same	Google	Account	in	both	places.	The	Gemini	apps	aren’t	the	only	means	of	recruiting	Gemini
models’	assistance	with	tasks.	Slowly	but	surely,	Gemini-imbued	features	are	making	their	way	into	staple	Google	apps	and	services	like	Gmail	and	Google	Docs.	To	take	advantage	of	most	of	these,	you’ll	need	the	Google	One	AI	Premium	Plan.	Technically	a	part	of	Google	One,	the	AI	Premium	Plan	costs	$20	a	month	and	provides	access	to	Gemini	in
Google	Workspace	apps	like	Docs,	Maps,	Slides,	Sheets,	Drive,	and	Meet.	It	also	enables	what	Google	calls	Gemini	Advanced,	which	brings	the	company’s	more	sophisticated	Gemini	models	to	the	Gemini	apps.	Image	Credits:Google	Gemini	Advanced	users	get	extras	here	and	there,	too,	like	priority	access	to	new	features	and	models;	the	ability	to
run	and	edit	Python	code	directly	in	Gemini;	and	increased	limits	for	NotebookLM,	Google’s	tool	that	turns	PDFs	into	AI-generated	podcasts.	Recently,	Gemini	Advanced	gained	a	memory	feature	that	stores	users’	preferences	and	allows	Gemini	to	refer	to	old	conversations	as	context	for	current	chats.	One	of	the	more	compelling	Gemini	Advanced
exclusives,	Deep	Research,	leverages	Gemini	models	with	“advanced	reasoning”	to	create	detailed	briefs.	In	response	to	a	prompt	(e.g.	“How	should	I	redesign	my	kitchen?”),	Deep	Research	develops	a	multi-step	research	plan	and	searches	the	web	to	craft	a	comprehensive	answer.	In	Gmail,	Gemini	lives	in	a	side	panel	that	can	write	emails	and
summarize	message	threads.	You’ll	find	the	same	panel	in	Docs,	where	it	helps	write	and	refine	content	and	brainstorm	new	ideas.	Gemini	in	Slides	generates	slides	and	custom	images.	And	Gemini	in	Google	Sheets	tracks	and	organizes	data,	creating	tables	and	formulas.	Gemini	is	in	Google	Maps,	where	it	can	aggregate	reviews	about	local
businesses	and	offer	recommendations	like	how	to	spend	a	day	visiting	a	foreign	city.	The	chatbot’s	reach	extends	to	Drive,	as	well,	where	it	can	summarize	files	and	folders	and	give	quick	facts	about	a	project.	Image	Credits:Google	Gemini	recently	came	to	Google’s	Chrome	browser	in	the	form	of	an	AI	writing	tool.	You	can	use	it	to	write	something
completely	new	or	rewrite	existing	text;	Google	says	it’ll	consider	the	web	page	you’re	on	to	make	recommendations.	Elsewhere,	you’ll	find	hints	of	Gemini	in	Google’s	database	products,	cloud	security	tools,	and	app	development	platforms	(including	Firebase	and	Project	IDX),	as	well	as	in	apps	like	Google	Photos	(where	Gemini	handles	natural
language	search	queries),	YouTube	(where	it	helps	brainstorm	video	ideas),	and	Meet	(where	it	translates	captions).	Code	Assist	(formerly	Duet	AI	for	Developers),	Google’s	suite	of	AI-powered	assistance	tools	for	code	completion	and	generation,	is	offloading	heavy	computational	lifting	to	Gemini.	So	are	Google’s	security	products	underpinned	by
Gemini,	like	Gemini	in	Threat	Intelligence,	which	can	analyze	large	portions	of	potentially	malicious	code	and	let	users	perform	natural	language	searches	for	ongoing	threats	or	indicators	of	compromise.	Gemini	Advanced	users	can	create	Gems,	custom	chatbots	on	desktop	and	mobile	powered	by	Gemini	models.	Gems	can	be	generated	from	natural
language	descriptions	—	for	instance,	“You’re	my	running	coach.	Give	me	a	daily	running	plan”	—	and	shared	with	other	users	or	kept	private.	Image	Credits:Google	The	Gemini	apps	can	tap	into	Google	services	via	what	Google	calls	“Gemini	extensions.”	Gemini	integrates	with	Drive,	Gmail,	YouTube,	and	more	to	respond	to	queries	such	as	“Could
you	summarize	my	last	three	emails?”	An	experience	called	Gemini	Live	allows	users	to	have	“in-depth”	voice	chats	with	Gemini.	It’s	available	in	the	Gemini	apps	on	mobile	and	the	Pixel	Buds	Pro	2,	where	it	can	be	accessed	even	when	your	phone’s	locked.	Image	Credits:Google	With	Gemini	Live	enabled,	you	can	interrupt	Gemini	while	the	chatbot’s
speaking	to	ask	a	clarifying	question,	and	it’ll	adapt	to	your	speech	patterns	in	real-time.	Live	is	also	designed	to	serve	as	a	virtual	coach	of	sorts,	helping	you	rehearse	for	events,	brainstorm	ideas,	and	so	on.	For	instance,	Live	can	suggest	which	skills	to	highlight	in	an	upcoming	job	interview	and	give	public	speaking	pointers.	You	can	read	our	review
of	Gemini	Live	here.	Google	offers	a	teen-focused	Gemini	experience	for	students.	The	teen-focused	Gemini	has	“additional	policies	and	safeguards,”	including	a	tailored	onboarding	process	and	an	AI	literacy	guide.	Otherwise,	it’s	nearly	identical	to	the	standard	Gemini	experience,	down	to	the	“double-check”	feature	that	looks	across	the	web	to	see	if
Gemini’s	responses	are	accurate.	Because	Gemini	models	are	multimodal,	they	can	perform	a	range	of	multimodal	tasks,	from	transcribing	speech	to	captioning	images	and	videos	in	real-time.	Many	of	these	capabilities	have	reached	the	product	stage,	and	Google	is	promising	much	more	in	the	not-too-distant	future.	Of	course,	Google	offers	no	fix	for
some	of	the	underlying	problems	with	generative	AI	technology	today,	like	its	encoded	biases	and	tendency	to	make	things	up	(i.e.,	hallucinate).	Neither	do	its	rivals,	but	it’s	something	to	keep	in	mind	when	considering	using	or	paying	for	Gemini.	Google	says	that	its	latest	Pro	model,	Gemini	2.0	Pro,	is	its	best	yet	for	coding	and	complex	prompts.	2.0
Pro	outperforms	its	predecessor,	Gemini	1.5	Pro,	in	benchmarks	measuring	programming,	reasoning,	math,	and	factual	accuracy.	In	Google’s	Vertex	AI	platform,	developers	can	customize	Gemini	Pro	to	specific	contexts	and	use	cases	via	a	fine-tuning	or	“grounding”	process.	For	example,	Pro	(along	with	other	Gemini	models)	can	be	instructed	to	use
data	from	third-party	providers	like	Moody’s,	Thomson	Reuters,	ZoomInfo,	and	MSCI,	or	source	information	from	corporate	datasets	or	Google	Search	instead	of	its	wider	knowledge	bank.	Gemini	Pro	can	also	be	connected	to	external,	third-party	APIs	to	perform	particular	actions,	like	automating	a	back-office	workflow.	Google’s	AI	Studio	platform
offers	templates	for	creating	structured	chat	prompts	with	Pro.	Developers	can	control	the	model’s	creative	range	and	provide	examples	to	give	tone	and	style	instructions	—	and	also	tune	Pro’s	safety	settings.	Gemini	2.0	Flash,	which	can	use	tools	like	Google	Search	and	interact	with	external	APIs,	outperforms	some	of	the	larger	Gemini	1.5	models
on	benchmarks	measuring	coding	and	image	analysis.	An	offshoot	of	Gemini	Pro,	Flash	is	small	and	efficient	—	built	for	narrow,	high-frequency	generative	AI	workloads.	Google	says	that	Flash	is	particularly	well-suited	for	tasks	like	summarization	and	chat	apps,	plus	image	and	video	captioning	and	data	extraction	from	long	documents	and	tables.
Meanwhile,	Gemini	2.0	Flash-Lite,	a	more	compact	version	of	Flash,	outperforms	Gemini	1.5	Flash	but	runs	at	the	same	price	and	speed,	according	to	Google.	Last	December,	Google	released	a	“thinking”	version	of	Gemini	2.0	Flash	that’s	capable	of	“reasoning.”	The	AI	model	takes	a	few	seconds	to	work	backward	through	a	problem	before	it	gives	an
answer,	which	can	improve	its	reliability.	Gemini	Nano	is	a	tiny	version	of	Gemini	efficient	enough	to	run	directly	on	(some)	devices	instead	of	sending	the	task	off	to	a	server	somewhere.	So	far,	Nano	powers	a	couple	of	features	on	the	Pixel	8	Pro,	Pixel	8,	Pixel	9	Pro,	Pixel	9,	and	Samsung	Galaxy	S24,	including	Summarize	in	Recorder	and	Smart
Reply	in	Gboard.	The	Recorder	app,	which	lets	users	push	a	button	to	record	and	transcribe	audio,	includes	a	Gemini-powered	summary	of	recorded	conversations,	interviews,	presentations,	and	other	audio	snippets.	Users	get	summaries	even	if	they	don’t	have	a	signal	or	Wi-Fi	connection	—	and	in	a	nod	to	privacy,	no	data	leaves	their	phone	in
process.	Image	Credits:Google	Nano	is	also	in	Gboard,	Google’s	keyboard	replacement.	There,	it	powers	Smart	Reply,	which	helps	to	suggest	the	next	thing	you’ll	want	to	say	when	having	a	conversation	in	a	messaging	app	such	as	WhatsApp.	A	future	version	of	Android	will	tap	Nano	to	alert	users	to	potential	scams	during	calls.	The	new	weather	app
on	Pixel	phones	uses	Gemini	Nano	to	generate	tailored	weather	reports.	And	TalkBack,	Google’s	accessibility	service,	employs	Nano	to	create	aural	descriptions	of	objects	for	low-vision	and	blind	users.	We	haven’t	seen	much	of	Gemini	Ultra	in	recent	months.	The	model	isn’t	available	in	the	Gemini	apps,	and	it	isn’t	listed	on	Google’s	Gemini	API
pricing	page.	However,	that	doesn’t	mean	Google	won’t	bring	Ultra	back	at	some	point	in	the	future.	Gemini	1.5	Pro,	1.5	Flash,	2.0	Flash,	and	2.0	Flash-Lite	are	available	through	Google’s	Gemini	API	for	building	apps	and	services.	They’re	pay-as-you-go.	Here’s	the	base	pricing	—	not	including	add-ons	—	as	of	February	225:	Gemini	1.5	Pro:	$1.25	per
1	million	input	tokens	(for	prompts	up	to	128K	tokens)	or	$2.50	per	1	million	input	tokens	(for	prompts	longer	than	128K	tokens);	$5	per	1	million	output	tokens	(for	prompts	up	to	128K	tokens)	or	$10	per	1	million	output	tokens	(for	prompts	longer	than	128K	tokens)	Gemini	1.5	Flash:	7.5	cents	per	1	million	input	tokens	(for	prompts	up	to	128K
tokens),	15	cents	per	1	million	input	tokens	(for	prompts	longer	than	128K	tokens),	30	cents	per	1	million	output	tokens	(for	prompts	up	to	128K	tokens),	60	cents	per	1	million	output	tokens	(for	prompts	longer	than	128K	tokens)	Gemini	2.0	Flash:	10	cents	per	1	million	input	tokens,	40	cents	per	1	million	output	tokens.	For	audio,	70	cents	per	1
million	input	tokens.	Gemini	2.0	Flash-Lite:	7.5	cents	per	1	million	input	tokens,	30	cents	per	1	million	output	tokens.	Tokens	are	subdivided	bits	of	raw	data,	like	the	syllables	“fan,”	“tas,”	and	“tic”	in	the	word	“fantastic”;	1	million	tokens	is	equivalent	to	about	750,000	words.	Input	refers	to	tokens	fed	into	the	model,	while	output	refers	to	tokens	that
the	model	generates.	2.0	Pro	pricing	has	yet	to	be	announced,	and	Nano	is	still	in	early	access.	It	might.		Apple	has	said	that	it’s	in	talks	to	put	Gemini	and	other	third-party	models	to	use	for	a	number	of	features	in	its	Apple	Intelligence	suite.	Following	a	keynote	presentation	at	WWDC	2024,	Apple	SVP	Craig	Federighi	confirmed	plans	to	work	with
models,	including	Gemini,	but	he	didn’t	divulge	any	additional	details.	This	post	was	originally	published	February	16,	2024,	and	is	updated	regularly.	United	StatesYour	personal,	proactive	and	powerful	AI	AssistantLimited	access	to	2.5	ProImage	generation	and	editingCredits	used	for	video	generation	across	Flow	and	WhiskAccess	to	our	AI
filmmaking	tool	to	create	cinematic	scenes	and	stories,	including	limited	access	to	Veo	3.15Generate	and	animate	images	with	Imagen	4	and	Veo	3Research	and	writing	assistant15	GB	of	total	storage	for	Photos,	Drive,	and	GmailGet	higher	access	to	our	most	capable	model	2.5	Pro,	plus	get	Deep	Research	on	2.5	Pro,	and	unlock	video	generation	with
limited	access	to	Veo	3.1	Fast51,000	monthly	AI	credits3Credits	used	for	video	generation	across	Flow	and	WhiskHigher	access	in	our	AI	filmmaking	tool	to	create	cinematic	scenes	and	stories,	including	limited	access	to	Veo	3.15Higher	access	to	image-to-video	creation	with	Veo	3Get	access	to	Gemini	2.5	Pro	model	and	Deep	Search	in	AI	Mode,	plus
expanded	access	to	AI-powered	calling	for	local	business	pricing	(US	only)Higher	limits	to	our	asynchronous	coding	agent	for	software	developersGemini	Code	Assist	and	Gemini	CLIHigher	daily	request	limits	in	Gemini	CLI	and	Gemini	Code	Assist	IDE	extensionsResearch	and	writing	assistant	with	5x	more	Audio	Overviews,	notebooks,	and
moreGemini	in	Gmail,	Docs,	Vids,	and	moreAccess	Gemini	directly	in	Google	appsGoogle	Home	Premium	(Standard	plan)30	days	of	event	history	and	Gemini	featuresGemini	in	Chrome	(early	access)Your	personal	assistant	to	browse	the	web2	TB	of	total	storage	for	Photos,	Drive,	and	GmailEverything	in	Google	AI	Pro	and:Highest	level	of	access	to
Veo	3.15,	our	state-of-the-art	video	generation	model,	and	access	to	Gemini	2.5	Deep	Think,	our	most	advanced	reasoning	mode25,000	monthly	AI	credits3Credits	used	for	video	generation	across	Flow	and	WhiskHighest	access	in	our	AI	filmmaking	tool	to	create	cinematic	scenes	and	stories,	including	limited	access	to	Veo	3.15Highest	access	for
image-to-video	creation	with	Veo	3Highest	access	to	agentic	capabilities,	Gemini	2.5	Pro	model	and	Deep	Search	in	AI	Mode,	and	AI-powered	calling	for	local	business	pricing	in	Search	(US	only)Highest	limits	to	our	asynchronous	coding	agent	for	software	developersGemini	Code	Assist	and	Gemini	CLIHighest	daily	request	limits	in	Gemini	CLI	and
Gemini	Code	Assist	IDE	extensionsHighest	limits	and	best	model	capabilities	(later	this	year)Gemini	in	Gmail,	Docs,	Vids,	and	moreHighest	limits	to	Gemini	directly	in	Google	appsGoogle	Home	Premium	(Advanced	plan)24/7	video	history,	event	descriptions,	and	moreProject	Mariner	(early	access)10Streamline	tasks	with	an	agentic	research
prototypeYouTube	Premium	individual	plan7YouTube	ad-free,	offline,	and	in	the	background30	TB	of	total	storage	for	Photos,	Drive,	and	Gmail	Models	Research	Science	About


