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Bhai	is	a	term	commonly	used	in	South	Asian	countries	like	India	and	Pakistan	to	address	a	brother	or	a	close	male	friend.	The	word	"Bhai"	translates	to	"brother"	in	English	and	is	often	used	as	a	term	of	endearment	or	camaraderie.	Origin	and	Cultural	Significance	The	term	"Bhai"	holds	a	significant	place	in	the	cultural	fabric	of	South	Asia,
symbolizing	a	strong	bond	of	brotherhood	and	friendship.	It	is	commonly	used	among	siblings,	friends,	or	even	strangers	to	address	each	other	with	warmth	and	affection.	Usage	and	Variations	While	"Bhai"	is	the	standard	term	used	in	Hindi	and	Urdu	to	address	a	brother	or	a	friend,	there	are	regional	variations	and	slang	terms	that	hold	similar
meanings.	For	example,	in	Punjabi,	"Veere"	or	"Paji"	is	used	to	address	a	brother	or	a	close	friend.	Pop	Culture	and	Media	The	term	"Bhai"	has	also	gained	popularity	in	pop	culture	and	media,	especially	in	Bollywood	movies	where	characters	often	refer	to	each	other	as	"Bhai"	to	signify	a	strong	bond	or	brotherhood.	This	has	led	to	the	term	becoming
widely	recognized	and	used	across	various	platforms.	Overall,	the	term	"Bhai"	carries	a	sense	of	belonging,	friendship,	and	loyalty,	making	it	a	cherished	part	of	the	social	dynamics	in	South	Asian	communities.	My	bhai	always	has	my	back	in	tough	situations.Hey	bhai,	can	you	pass	me	the	remote?I	have	a	bhai	who	is	a	professional	chef.My	bhai	and	I
are	planning	a	road	trip	next	month.Bhai,	don't	forget	to	pick	up	some	milk	on	your	way	home.I	saw	my	bhai	at	the	gym	yesterday,	he's	really	getting	in	shape.My	little	bhai	is	always	getting	into	mischief.My	bhai	lent	me	his	car	for	the	weekend.Bhai,	are	you	coming	to	the	party	tonight?I	have	a	bhai	who	is	a	talented	musician.	a	title	or	form	of	address
prefixed	to	the	names	of	distinguished	Sikhs“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012Origin	of	Bhai1from	Hindi	bhāī	,	from	Sanskrit	bhrātr	brotherExamples	are	provided	to	illustrate	real-world
usage	of	words	in	context.	Any	opinions	expressed	do	not	reflect	the	views	of	Dictionary.com.Veenu	Bhai,	who	fractured	his	arm	as	he	was	trying	to	escape,	told	BBC	Hindi	that	there	was	confusion	and	mayhem	everywhere.“They’re	keeping	the	Hindu-Muslim	issue	hot…	so	they	remain	enemies,”	said	Mehmood	Bhai	Khatri,	a	64-year-old	Muslim	voter
from	Modi’s	home	state	of	Gujarat,	a	BJP	stronghold.Read	more	on	Seattle	TimesThe	emergency	services	were	called	to	the	Kacchi	Bhai	restaurant,	which	according	to	the	Daily	Bangladesh	newspaper,	is	in	a	building	that	has	seven	floors."After	rains	we	would	see	bits	of	pottery	and	stuff	coming	to	the	surface.	Some	people	would	say	there	were
ghosts	here.	But	we	had	no	idea	that	we	were	living	next	door	to	such	a	big	graveyard,"	said	Narayan	Bhai	Jajani,	the	former	headman.Morbi	resident	Ashok	Bhai	Jindani,	55,	lit	incense	before	idols	of	gods	in	his	footwear	shop	in	the	town	centre	which	is	packed	with	small	businesses.Bhagavad-
GitabhajanBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	฀฀฀	MEANING	IN	ENGLISH	-	EXACT	MATCHES	฀฀฀	=	BROTHER฀฀฀฀฀฀	:	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀Usage	:	my	brother	still	lives
with	our	parents	฀฀฀	=	BHAIUsage	:	Cousin	bhai	or	sister	from	uncle	or	aunt.	฀฀฀	=	BROUsage	:	Hey	bro,	could	you	help	me	with	this	project?	฀฀฀	=	BRO.Usage	:	Cousins	from	either	parent's	side	are	considered	bros.	฀฀฀	=	BRETHERNUsage	:	May	we	all	be	as	wise	as	Bhabi	and	as	united	as	Sonchiraiya's	brethren.	OTHER	RELATED	WORDS	฀฀฀฀	=
BRETHERN฀฀฀฀฀฀	:	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀	฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	=	SODALITY฀฀฀฀฀฀	:	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀Usage	:	The	club	members	formed	a	strong	sodality	based	on	shared	interests.	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	=	AMITY฀฀฀฀฀฀	:	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀Usage	:	india	and	russia	are	in
amity.	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	=	BROTHERHOOD฀฀฀฀฀฀	:	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	'฀฀฀	฀฀฀'	฀฀฀฀฀-฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀Usage	:	The	festival	celebrated	the	brotherhood	among	communities.	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	=	FELLOWSHIPUsage	:	his	financial	worries	were	over	after	he	received	a	fellowship	from	his	college.	Pronunciation	Try	to	pronounce	Phonetic	spelling
Meanings	Quiz	Collections	Wiki	Translation	Rate	the	pronunciation	difficulty	of	Bhai	Pronunciation	of	Bhai	with	24	audio	pronunciations	Record	the	pronunciation	of	this	word	in	your	own	voice	and	play	it	to	listen	to	how	you	have	pronounced	it.	Can	you	pronounce	this	word	better	or	pronounce	in	different	accent	or	variation	?	Phonetic	Spelling:
beye(en-us)	Phonetic	Spelling:	beye(en-gb)	21	ratings	rating	ratings	Add	phonetic	spelling	Cancel	Thanks	for	contributing	It's	a	popular	surname	that	is	originated	in	India	and	many	notable	persons	also	bear	this	surname.	Thanks	for	contributing	Learn	more	about	the	word	"Bhai"	,	its	origin,	alternative	forms,	and	usage	from	Wiktionary.	{{
quiz.questions_count	}}	Questions	Lets	play	Show	more	fewer	Quiz	{{collection.count}}	View	collection	-Private	-{{collection.uname}}	Show	more	fewer	Collections	Bhai	-	Bhai	(฀฀฀)	is	a	Hindi-Urdu,	Punjabi,	Gujarati	and	Bengali	word	for	Brother	or	an	older	cousin/	relative	and	may	refer	to:	Bhaichung	Bhutia	-	Bhaichung	Bhutia	(born	15	December
1976),	also	spelled	as	Baichung	Bhutia,	is	a	former	Indian	professional	footballer	who	played	as	a	striker.	Bhairava	-	Bhairava	(Maha	Kala	Bhairava)	(Sanskrit:	฀฀฀฀,	lit.	frightful)	is	a	Hindu	Tantric	deity	worshiped	by	Hindus.	Bhaisajyaguru	-	Bhaiṣajyaguru	(Sanskrit:	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀,	Chinese:	藥師佛,	Japanese:	薬師仏,	Korean:	฀฀฀,	Standard	Tibetan:	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀),	formally	Bhaiṣajya-guru-vaiḍūrya-prabhā-rāja	("Medicine	Master	and	King	of	L	Bhai	(2013	film)	-	Bhai	(English:	Brother)	is	a	2013	Indian	Telugu-language	action	comedy	film,	produced	by	Nagarjuna	Akkineni	on	Annapurna	Studios	and	directed	by	Veerabhadram	Chowdary	in	association	with	Reli	{{	wiki_api.name	}}	{{	'	-	'	+
wiki_api.description	}}	Show	more	fewer	Wiki	Translate	this	word/phrase	Cancel	Thanks	for	contributing	Synonyms	for	Bhai	Thanks	for	contributing	Antonyms	for	Bhai	Thanks	for	contributing	Examples	of	Bhai	in	a	sentence	Thanks	for	contributing	duuh	-	bee	duh	-	bee	Pronunciation	poll	Transliteration	of	Hindustani	 یئاھب 	(bhāī)	/	฀฀฀	(bhāī)	and	other	South
Asian	languages,	ultimately	from	Sanskrit	฀฀฀฀฀฀	(bhrātṛ).	Doublet	of	brother,	bru,	frater,	friar,	pal,	and	vai.	bhai	(plural	bhais)	(North	India,	Pakistan,	Bangladesh,	Hinglish,	Benglish)	friend,	dude,	man	brother	From	Hindi	฀฀฀	(bhāī).	bhai	From	Proto-Hlai	*ɓəj	(“bamboo	raft”),	from	Pre-Hlai	[Term?]	(Norquest,	2015).	Compare	Proto-Tai	*beːᴬ	(“raft”)
(whence	Thai	฀฀	(pɛɛ)),	Middle	Chinese	排	(MC	beaj).	(Standard	Hlai,	Baoding)	IPA(key):	/ɓai˥˧/	bhai	Cognate	with	Northern	Tepehuan	báji,	O'odham	bahi,	Mayo	buasia,	Hopi	kwasi	(“penis”).	bhai	(plural	bhaabhai)	Cognate	with	O'odham	s-bahi,	Mayo	buassi.	bhai	Willett,	Elizabeth,	et	al.	(2016),	Diccionario	tepehuano	de	Santa	María	Ocotán,	Durango
(Serie	de	vocabularios	y	diccionarios	indígenas	“Mariano	Silva	y	Aceves”;	48)​[1],	electronic	edition,	Instituto	Lingüístico	de	Verano,	A.C.,	page	32	Explore	the	term	'Bhai,'	its	meaning,	cultural	implications,	and	usage.	Understand	the	various	contexts	in	which	'Bhai'	is	used,	its	linguistic	roots,	and	related	expressions.	Bhai:	Primary	Meaning:	A	brother
(literally	and	metaphorically)	in	Hindi,	Urdu,	and	several	Indian	languages.	Extended	Usage:	Used	colloquially	to	denote	friendship,	camaraderie,	or	respect	between	males,	even	when	no	familial	relationship	exists.	Honorific:	Sometimes	employed	to	respectfully	address	a	man,	akin	to	“Mr.”	or	“Sir.”	Etymology	of	Bhai	The	term	“Bhai”	originates	from
the	Hindi	and	Urdu	languages,	stemming	from	the	Sanskrit	root	“฀฀฀฀฀฀”	(bhrātṛ),	which	means	brother.	The	word	has	filtered	through	multiple	Indian	languages	and	is	used	in	both	familial	and	informal	contexts.	Usage	Notes	Contextual	Variations:	“Bhai”	may	be	used	to	refer	to	an	elder	brother	(Bhaiya),	a	younger	brother	(Chota	Bhai),	or	even	a
mobster	(in	some	Indian	slang	contexts).	Cultural	Inclusiveness:	Across	social	strata	in	India,	the	word	“Bhai”	resonates	with	warmth	and	a	sense	of	mutual	respect.	Synonyms	and	Antonyms	Synonyms:	Brother	Bro	Bhaiya	(Elder	Brother)	Yaar	(Friend/Buddy	in	colloquial	usage)	Antonyms:	Bhaiya/Bhaiyya:	Elder	Brother.	Chota	Bhai:	Younger	Brother.
Bhabhi:	Sister-in-law	(wife	of	one’s	brother).	Exciting	Facts	“Bhai”	is	frequently	used	in	Bollywood	films,	both	in	family	dramas	and	action	movies.	The	term	“Bhai”	can	also	be	used	ironically	to	address	mobsters	or	serious	authority	figures	in	some	subcultures,	thanks	to	media	portrayals.	Quotations	From	Bollywood	Movies:	Dilip	Kumar	in	“Shakti”:
“Mere	paas	aaya	hota	Bhai,	woh	dress	England	mein	hoti	aur	tumhare	gehne	Salman	bhai	le	aata.”	From	Literature:	Kamala	Das:	“I	have	my	brother	and	he	is	everything	to	me,	my	companion,	my	‘Bhai.’	Usage	Using	“Bhai”	in	informal	conversation	in	India	is	common.	For	example:	“In	Mumbai,	you	might	often	hear	a	friend	greet	another	with	a
cheerful	‘Kya	bol	raha	hai,	Bhai?’	which	loosely	translates	to	‘What’s	up,	bro?’”	Suggested	Literature	“A	Suitable	Boy”	by	Vikram	Seth:	Provides	an	expansive	look	into	Indian	families	and	the	dynamic	between	siblings,	where	you	will	see	the	word	“Bhai”	used	extensively.	“Midnight’s	Children”	by	Salman	Rushdie:	Offers	a	perspective	on	post-
independence	India	and	displays	familial	relationships	and	friendships	where	terms	like	“Bhai”	surface	recurrently.	Quiz	Section	##	What	does	"Bhai"	literally	mean	in	Hindi	and	Urdu?	-	[x]	Brother	-	[	]	Friend	-	[	]	Respectable	person	-	[	]	Teacher	>	**Explanation:**	In	Hindi	and	Urdu,	"Bhai"	literally	translates	to	"Brother."	##	How	is	"Bhai"	often	used
colloquially	in	India?	-	[x]	To	denote	friendship	and	camaraderie	between	males.	-	[	]	To	denote	a	teacher.	-	[	]	To	denote	an	elder.	-	[	]	To	denote	a	shopkeeper.	>	**Explanation:**	"Bhai"	is	frequently	used	to	signify	friendship	and	a	sense	of	brotherhood	among	males	in	informal	settings.	##	What	is	a	synonym	of	"Bhai"	in	an	informal	context?	-	[x]	Bro	-
[	]	Father	-	[	]	Teacher	-	[	]	Sir	>	**Explanation:**	"Bro"	is	an	informal	synonym	often	used	similarly	to	"Bhai."	##	Can	"Bhai"	be	used	to	refer	to	someone	who	is	not	a	biological	brother?	-	[x]	Yes	-	[	]	No	>	**Explanation:**	"Bhai"	can	be	used	to	refer	to	friends	or	respected	individuals	who	aren’t	necessarily	biological	brothers.	##	Which	is	NOT	a
synonym	of	"Bhai"?	-	[	]	Bhaiya	-	[	]	Bro	-	[	]	Yaar	-	[x]	Enemy	>	**Explanation:**	"Enemy"	is	the	opposite	of	what	"Bhai"	translates	to,	which	is	a	brother	or	friend.	Sunday,	September	21,	2025	From	Our	AI	Discovery	Engine	This	entry	was	identified	and	drafted	by	our	AI	Discovery	Engine,	a	tool	we	use	to	find	new	and	emerging	terms	before	they
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