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Looking	forward	to	seein	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorow	and	discussin	our	strategies,	this	book,	Heart	of	a	Dog,	tells	a	satirical	story	about	a	stray	dog	named	Sharik.	He	gets	a	new	surgery	that	makes	him	human.	The	novel	criticizes	Soviet	society	and	examines	what	it	means	to	be	human,	morality,	and	cultural	values.	-----------------------------------
Published	in	1925,	the	book	has	123	pages	and	is	classified	as	fiction,	classics,	Russian	Literature,	and	satire.	It's	about	Sharik,	who	becomes	a	human	after	some	doctor	does	an	experiment	on	him.	This	story	shows	us	how	bad	things	got	in	Russia	after	the	revolution.	The	author	wants	to	ask	big	questions	like	what	it	means	to	be	human	and	if	we	can
change	ourselves	through	science.	-----------------------------------	Sharik	is	just	a	dog	at	first,	but	then	he	gets	the	surgery	and	becomes	Poligraph	Sharikov.	He's	not	really	sure	who	he	is	or	how	he	acts,	so	he	does	some	weird	things.	The	doctor	thinks	this	is	going	to	help	him	understand	people	better,	but	it	ends	up	being	very	funny	and	also	kind	of	sad.	-----
------------------------------	The	author	criticizes	Soviet	society	by	making	the	main	character,	Sharikov,	a	part	of	the	machine	that's	supposed	to	be	in	charge.	But	really	he's	just	causing	problems	and	not	being	very	nice.	The	doctor	who	did	the	surgery	feels	bad	because	his	creation	is	doing	things	he	didn't	expect	it	to	do.	-----------------------------------	The	book
raises	big	questions	about	what	makes	us	human.	Can	we	really	change	our	nature	with	science?	Or	does	that	even	matter	if	we're	still	going	to	be	ourselves	on	the	inside?	The	author	thinks	that's	what	matters,	not	just	how	we	look	on	the	outside.	-----------------------------------	In	short,	this	book	is	like	a	mirror	held	up	to	Russian	society	after	the
revolution.	It	shows	us	the	problems	and	the	absurdity	of	it	all.Heart	of	a	Dog	presents	a	scathing	critique	of	communism	through	its	exploration	of	identity,	societal	norms,	and	humanity's	complex	relationship	with	itself.	The	novella	delves	into	the	dangers	of	unchecked	ambition	and	the	consequences	that	follow	when	ethics	are	disregarded.
Bulgakov	masterfully	weaves	humor	and	poignant	reflections	to	create	a	thought-provoking	narrative	that	remains	relevant	today.	The	story	revolves	around	Sharik,	a	stray	dog	who	undergoes	surgery	to	become	human,	and	his	descent	into	barbarism	as	he	navigates	this	new	identity.	Through	Professor	Preobrazhensky's	ambition	and	the	character
of	Shvonder,	Bulgakov	satirizes	the	oppressive	nature	of	Soviet	policies	and	societal	shifts.	The	novel	ultimately	emphasizes	the	importance	of	kindness	and	ethics	over	scientific	advancement.	The	transformation	theme	serves	as	a	backdrop	for	exploring	what	makes	one	truly	human.	As	Sharikov	becomes	increasingly	entrenched	in	his	new	identity,
he	loses	his	tranquility	and	civility,	showcasing	the	dangers	of	unchecked	power.	The	narrative	also	highlights	the	loss	of	societal	values	in	the	face	of	communism.	Throughout	the	novella,	Bulgakov	expertly	balances	humor	with	poignant	reflections,	making	"Heart	of	a	Dog"	both	thought-provoking	and	entertaining.	Despite	being	penned	in	the	1920s,
Bulgakov's	work	remains	a	timely	examination	of	humanity's	timeless	questions,	underscoring	the	need	for	kindness	and	ethics	in	our	relationships	with	others.	===================================Heart	of	a	Dog:	A	Critique	of	Soviet	Society	and	Human	Values	===================================	Mikhail
Bulgakov	aimed	to	critique	the	Soviet	system	by	exploring	the	loss	of	human	values	through	his	satirical	novel	Heart	of	a	Dog.	The	novella	is	widely	regarded	as	a	significant	work	in	Russian	literature,	studied	for	its	thought-provoking	themes.	Influenced	by	real-life	figures,	the	novella's	Professor	Preobrazhensky	might	be	compared	to	Russian
surgeon	Serge	Voronoff,	who	experimented	with	transplanting	animal	organs	into	humans,	or	Vasily	Preobrazhensky,	a	gynecologist	with	ties	to	St.	Petersburg	and	an	interest	in	transplants.	The	latter,	like	his	fictional	counterpart,	held	anti-proletariat	views,	which	may	have	contributed	to	his	banishment	to	Arkhangelsk.	A	stray	dog,	scavenging	for
food	in	Moscow's	streets,	is	scalded	by	a	cook	but	receives	unexpected	kindness	from	the	renowned	surgeon	Filipp	Preobrazhensky.	Adopted	as	Sharik	(meaning	'little	ball'),	this	canine-turned-human	undergoes	an	operation	where	Preobrazhensky	implants	human	organs,	including	testicles	and	a	pituitary	gland,	into	Sharik's	body.	Sharik's
transformation	is	met	with	both	fascination	and	unease	by	the	household	members,	who	witness	his	rapid	descent	into	bestial	behavior.	Despite	the	Professor's	efforts	to	teach	Sharik	basic	etiquette,	the	former	dog	rejects	these	values,	opting	instead	for	a	more	'natural'	approach	to	life.The	feline	fiasco	led	to	a	catastrophic	convergence	of	events,
plunging	Bormenthal	into	a	world	of	unrelenting	terror.	The	professor's	obstinacy	in	the	face	of	Sharikov's	malevolent	intentions	only	served	to	fan	the	flames	of	his	wrath.	As	the	days	passed,	Sharikov's	presence	seemed	to	exert	an	malign	influence	over	the	apartment,	casting	a	pall	of	despair	over	its	occupants.	The	party	official's	assurance	that	the
government	held	no	ill	will	towards	Sharikov	proved	nothing	more	than	a	fleeting	solace,	as	the	professor	and	Bormenthal	soon	found	themselves	confronting	the	full	weight	of	his	fury.	The	night	of	the	revolver,	the	air	was	heavy	with	tension,	the	only	sound	the	soft	crunch	of	paws	on	the	floor	as	Sharikov	transformed	into	his	canine	form.	In	the
aftermath,	the	apartment	seemed	to	be	bathed	in	an	eerie	silence,	as	if	the	very	essence	of	sanity	had	been	driven	from	its	walls.	And	yet,	even	amidst	this	bleakness,	there	was	a	sense	of	calculated	rationality	at	work,	a	cold	calculation	that	spoke	volumes	about	the	professor's	intentions.	The	image	of	Sharikov,	now	fully	restored	to	his	canine	state,
resuming	his	role	as	a	gentle	dog,	served	only	to	underscore	the	darker	undertones	of	the	novella.	For	in	the	shadows,	it	seemed,	the	professor	was	already	planning	his	next	move,	one	that	would	forever	alter	the	course	of	Sharikov's	existence.	#	===================================	(Note:	I've	rewritten	the	text	with	occasional
spelling	errors,	making	it	sound	like	a	non-native	English	speaker	has	written	it.	===================================	The	movie	"Reincarnation	of	the	Repellent	Proletarian"	is	a	satirical	tale	that	portrays	a	"hyperbolic	vision	of	the	bourgeois	dream",	according	to	J.	A.	E.	Curtis.	The	story	features	notable	characters,	including
Preobrazhensky,	whose	name	translates	to	"transfiguration"	in	Russian.	This	name	choice	is	a	nod	to	the	tradition	of	nonsensical	double	names	found	in	Russian	literature,	dating	back	to	works	by	Nikolai	Gogol.	The	protagonist's	name	day	falls	on	March	4,	and	his	surname	Poligraf	has	multiple	meanings,	including	one	related	to	a	printing	process
used	for	calendars.	The	character	who	donates	human	implants	is	Chugunkin,	whose	name	can	be	seen	as	a	parody	of	Stalin's	name,	featuring	"stal"	instead	of	the	original	"steel".	The	story	was	adapted	into	an	Italian-German	comedy	film	in	1976	and	later	remade	in	the	Soviet	Union	in	1988.	A	unique	filming	technique	involving	low-angle	shots	from
a	dog's	perspective	adds	to	the	satirical	tone.	In	recent	years,	the	film	has	been	staged	at	various	institutions,	including	the	University	of	Leeds	and	Guerilla	Opera.	It	has	also	inspired	musical	adaptations,	such	as	"The	Murder	of	Comrade	Sharik"	by	William	Bergsma,	which	is	based	on	the	plot	of	the	story.	The	novella	"Heart	of	a	Dog"	was	written	by
Mikhail	Bulgakov	in	1925,	during	the	height	of	the	New	Economic	Policy	in	the	Soviet	Union.	This	satirical	piece	is	generally	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	the	communist	revolution	and	its	attempts	to	transform	humanity.	Initially	prohibited	in	the	Soviet	Union,	the	book	circulated	through	samizdat	until	it	was	officially	released	in	1987.	The	novella
has	since	become	a	cultural	phenomenon	in	Russia,	with	multiple	adaptations,	including	a	movie,	play,	and	opera.	The	story	revolves	around	a	stray	dog	who	is	scalded	by	a	cook	and	subsequently	undergoes	a	series	of	experiments	led	by	Professor	Preobrazhensky.	One	theory	suggests	that	the	real-life	prototype	for	the	professor	was	Russian	surgeon
Serge	Voronoff,	known	for	his	animal-to-human	transplants.	Another	hypothesis	points	to	Professor	Vasily	Preobrazhensky,	who	headed	the	St.	Petersburg	Institute	of	Obstetrics	and	Gynecology	at	the	time.	His	work	on	ovarian	transplants	to	males	has	been	linked	to	the	fictional	professor's	character.	The	novella	explores	themes	of	Bolshevism,
transformation,	and	humanity,	making	it	a	significant	cultural	icon	in	Russia.The	dog,	a	creature	of	self-pity,	stood	before	a	doorway,	waiting	for	its	fate	to	be	decided.	To	its	surprise,	a	successful	surgeon,	Dr.	Preobrazhensky,	arrived	and	offered	the	dog	a	piece	of	sausage.	Overjoyed,	the	dog	followed	Dr.	Preobrazhensky	back	to	his	flat,	where	it	was
given	the	name	Sharik,	meaning	little	ball.	===================================	The	professor's	stance	on	eugenics	is	one	of	utter	disdain,	suggesting	that	any	individual	can	possess	genius-level	intellect.	Consequently,	he	rejects	the	notion	of	Sharikov's	murder	or	undoing	the	operation,	which	could	potentially	be	fatal.	Upon	his
return,	Sharikov	reveals	that	he	has	secured	a	position	with	the	Soviet	government,	where	he	spends	his	days	capturing	and	strangling	stray	cats.	The	party,	it	appears,	is	utilizing	these	animals	to	create	affordable	fur	coats	for	the	working	class.	Sharikov	introduces	his	female	coworker	to	the	professor	as	his	common	law	spouse,	but	instead	of
allocating	them	a	separate	room,	the	latter	reveals	that	Sharikov	was	the	product	of	a	lab	experiment	gone	awry.	This	revelation	causes	the	woman	to	leave	in	tears,	and	Sharikov	becomes	enraged,	threatening	her	job.	The	situation	escalates	when	Bormenthal	intervenes,	but	eventually,	a	senior	party	official	arrives,	informing	the	professor	that
Sharikov	has	denounced	him	to	the	secret	police.	The	professor	remains	unperturbed,	citing	the	government's	distrust	of	Sharikov	as	reason	for	inaction.	However,	when	Sharikov	returns,	he	is	ordered	to	vacate	the	premises	permanently.	In	response,	Sharikov	draws	a	revolver,	prompting	the	professor	and	Bormenthal	to	attack	him.	That	night,	an
ominous	silence	pervades	the	flat,	and	the	lights	remain	on	long	after	bedtime.	Over	the	subsequent	days,	the	Professor	and	Bormenthal	seem	more	relaxed	than	before	Sharikov's	arrival.	The	police	eventually	arrive,	accompanied	by	a	search	warrant,	but	the	professor	remains	uncooperative,	ordering	Bormenthal	to	summon	Sharikov.	It	is	revealed
that	Sharikov	has	undergone	a	transformation	back	into	his	canine	form,	and	the	professor	explains	this	as	a	natural	phenomenon.	However,	it	is	clear	that	the	Professor	and	Bormenthal	have	simply	reversed	the	original	operation.	The	police	depart,	and	Sharik	blissfully	resumes	his	life	as	a	gentle	dog.	Nevertheless,	in	the	novella's	conclusion,	Sharik
hints	that	the	professor	may	be	planning	to	conduct	a	similar	experiment	using	a	human	brain.	This	interpretation	has	led	to	various	analyses,	with	some	viewing	the	novella	as	a	satire	on	Bolshevism	and	others	as	a	criticism	of	eugenics.Heart	of	a	Dog,	a	novella	by	Mikhail	Bulgakov,	was	first	published	in	1925	as	part	of	his	collection	of	short	stories,
"The	Master	and	Margarita".	The	story	revolves	around	the	transformation	of	a	professor	into	a	dog	and	explores	themes	of	identity,	morality,	and	the	human	condition.Heart	of	a	Dog	by	Mikhail	Bulgakov	is	a	satirical	novella	set	in	Moscow	during	the	early	Soviet	era.	The	story	follows	Professor	Preobrazhensky,	a	scientist	who	conducts	an
unconventional	experiment	by	implanting	human	organs	into	a	stray	dog	to	study	their	effects.	The	goal	is	to	understand	how	human	organs	influence	animal	behavior,	but	the	results	are	unexpected.	The	dog	undergoes	a	grotesque	transformation,	developing	human-like	features	and	behaving	like	a	vulgar	man.	He	becomes	aggressive	and
threatening,	aligning	himself	with	Communist	officials	and	causing	chaos	in	the	professor's	household.	Despite	attempts	to	civilize	him,	the	dog	remains	uncontrollable.	His	growing	influence	forces	Preobrazhensky	to	take	drastic	action,	reversing	the	procedure	and	transforming	him	back	into	a	dog.	The	novella	ends	with	him	returning	to	his	previous
existence	under	the	professor's	care.	Heart	of	a	Dog	is	a	sharp	satire	on	Soviet	society,	scientific	ambition,	and	social	engineering.	Bulgakov	critiques	blind	ideological	loyalty	and	the	dangers	of	playing	god	without	considering	consequences.The	scientist's	experiment	went	awry	when	he	implanted	a	human	pituitary	gland	into	a	stray	dog,	turning	him
into	a	man.	This	fictional	scenario	in	Mikhail	Bulgakov's	novel	"Heart	of	a	Dog"	serves	as	a	metaphor	for	the	failures	of	the	Russian	Revolution	and	communist	government.	Sharik's	transformation	into	a	human	being	has	sparked	both	fascination	and	concern	among	those	around	him.	As	news	of	his	experiments	spreads,	rumors	begin	to	circulate
about	his	behavior.	Initially,	Sharik	displays	an	uncanny	ability	to	mimic	human	traits	such	as	laughter,	smoking,	and	clothing	choices.	However,	he	soon	adopts	the	mannerisms	and	language	of	the	organ	donor	who	gave	him	his	pituitary	gland,	a	notorious	individual	with	a	troubled	past.	Over	the	next	few	weeks,	Sharik's	behavior	becomes
increasingly	erratic	and	obnoxious.	He	begins	to	sleep	in	the	kitchen,	play	the	balalaika	loudly,	and	harass	those	around	him.	His	crude	attire	and	condescending	attitude	spark	criticism	from	Philip,	who	struggles	to	maintain	his	composure	in	Sharik's	presence.	The	situation	escalates	when	Sharik	attempts	to	use	government	papers	to	assert	his
rights	as	a	human	being,	prompting	Philip	to	take	drastic	measures.	The	tension	between	Philip	and	Sharik	reaches	a	boiling	point	when	Sharik	attacks	Darya	Petrovna,	forcing	Bormenthal	to	intervene.	However,	Sharik's	troubles	only	intensify,	as	he	is	reported	to	the	government	for	his	anti-communist	views.	In	a	shocking	turn	of	events,	Sharik	pulls
a	gun	on	Philip	and	Bormenthal,	but	they	manage	to	subdue	him	and	return	him	to	the	examination	room.	In	the	aftermath,	it	becomes	clear	that	Sharik	has	been	transformed	back	into	a	dog.	The	police	are	called	in	to	investigate	his	disappearance,	and	Philip	presents	them	with	an	explanation	for	Sharik's	whereabouts	as	a	canine	animal-catcher.	As
the	dust	settles,	Sharik	can	be	seen	lounging	on	the	rug,	reflecting	on	his	experiences	and	grateful	for	his	newfound	life	as	a	dog.	Meanwhile,	Philip	resumes	his	tranquil	existence,	content	in	his	role	as	the	superior	being.


