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Air force bonuses 2025

Air Force Capt. Kayla Gordon recently reenlisted Senior Airman Derick Lynch at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada. However, the application window for the service's selective retention bonus program is closing earlier than expected due to high retention rates and a dwindling budget. Eligible airmen have just days left to apply, with the 2025
application window shutting on May 20. The selective retention bonuses offer extra pay to active-duty airmen and Space Force guardians in high-demand career fields who commit to additional service. This year, 89 specialties are eligible, including jobs in cybersecurity, aircraft maintenance, and intelligence. Eligible members can receive up to
$180,000 per reenlistment, depending on their career field and time in service. The lifetime cap is $360,000, unless waived by the principal deputy undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness.The US Air Force is ending its reenlistment bonus program four months earlier than expected due to high retention rates. Airmen have only until the
end of Monday to sign up for the financial incentive, which ranges from $180,000 to $360,000 over their career. The selective retention bonus was initially set to end in 2025 but will now conclude on Tuesday. However, a leaked memo suggests that the Air Force may request additional funding for the program in 2026, potentially reinstating it.
Airmen currently receiving the bonus are not affected and will continue to receive their payments. This decision comes amidst positive recruiting trends following a pandemic-era slump.The Air Force has expanded its Selective Retention Bonus to include 89 Air Force Specialty Codes, up from 51 last year and 73 the year before that, in an effort to
retain more Active-Duty Airmen. The program now includes career fields such as aviators, cyber operations specialists, and human intelligence analysts. The bonus program regularly expands and contracts based on broader retention trends in the Air Force. Most of last year's career fields carried over, including jobs such as special operations
commandos and military working dog handlers. Airmen whose career fields were removed or reduced have until Feb. 15 to take advantage of last year's standards.Given Air Force Specialty Codes and Special Experience Identifiers: Mobility Force Aviator (KC-46 Boom Operator), Mobility Force Aviator (C-130] Loadmaster)Special Mission Aviator
(MC-130), Multi-Domain Operations Aviator (E-11 Mission Coordinator/Payload Operator)Multi-Domain Operations Aviator (EC-130H/EA-37B Airborne Maintenance Technician), Executive Mission Assistant (C-32/C-40 Flight Attendant)Airborne Cryptologic Language Analyst Chinese, Airborne Cryptologic Language Analyst KoreanAirborne Cryptologic
Language Analyst Russian, Airborne Cryptologic Language Analyst PersianCyber Warfare Operations, Air Traffic Control All-Domain Command and Control Operations, Battle Management Ops (Weapons Director)Airfield Management, Cyber Systems Operations (Network Operations Specialist)Cyber Systems Operations (System Administration
Specialist), Cyber Systems Operations (Cyber Security Technician)Cyber Systems Operations (Technical Support Specialist), Cyber Systems Operations (Cybersecurity)Cyber Systems Operations (Data Operations), Cyber Systems Operations (Enterprise Operations)Cyber Systems Operations (Expeditionary Communications), Cyberspace Operations
(Software Development Specialist)Cable and Antenna Defense Operations Cable and Antenna OperationsAerospace Physiology, Signals Intelligence (Electronic Non-Communications Analyst)Cryptologic Language Analyst (Chinese), Cryptologic Language Analyst (Russian)Cryptologic Language Analyst (Persian), Cyber Intelligence (Analysis)The Air
Force has set a deadline of May 19 for Airmen to decide whether to extend their careers by several years and receive a cash reward, known as a selective retention bonus. With the majority of its enlisted force retained, the service has burned through its budget, leaving only $172 million available for bonuses in fiscal year 2025. The Air Force has seen
an increased demand for these bonuses due to its high retention rate of 89.3% since October, surpassing previous years' figures. Officials attribute this surge to two factors: the earlier opening of the bonus program and allowing Airmen to accept contracts a year ahead of their scheduled end date.The US Air Force has released its Fiscal Year 2025
Selective Retention Bonus list, which will be effective from December 16, 2024. This move aims to retain highly skilled enlisted personnel, particularly those in fields with extensive initial skills training requirements and stringent qualification standards. As of now, a total of 89 Air Force specialty codes are eligible for the bonus program. Airmen can
choose to receive the SRB as lump-sum payments or through incremental installments, offering flexibility to meet individual financial needs. The career fields included in this program are maintenance, aircrew, cyber, medical and special operations.For details about Air Force Chapters 3-6, refer to the FY25 SRB list, which can be accessed through a
local Military Personnel Flight's Career Development section or by contacting the Secretary of the Air Force's Public Affairs office.
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