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The	2025	NFL	Draft	is	rapidly	approaching,	with	college	wide	receivers	being	closely	watched	ahead	of	the	first	round	on	April	26.	With	free	agency	now	underway,	teams	are	preparing	for	the	upcoming	season	by	assessing	their	needs	and	deciding	whether	to	invest	in	top	talent	from	this	year's	draft	prospects.Among	the	top	wide	receiver	prospects,
three	players	stand	out	as	potential	stars	who	could	make	an	immediate	impact	as	NFL	starters:	Travis	Hunter,	Tetairoa	McMillan,	and	Matthew	Golden.	While	Hunter	is	technically	a	cornerback,	his	impressive	stats	96	receptions	for	15	touchdowns	in	1,258	receiving	yards	make	him	a	top	WR	prospect.	His	Heisman	Trophy	win	and	exceptional
college	catches	demonstrate	his	potential	to	be	one	of	the	most	exciting	prospects.McMillan	is	considered	the	best	pure	wide	receiver	in	the	draft,	with	incredible	speed	after	the	catch,	ability	to	break	tackles,	and	precise	route	running	making	him	an	elite	prospect.	With	15.7	yards	per	reception	and	3,423	career	receiving	yards	in	three	years,	he's	a
dominant	force	on	the	field.Golden,	from	the	Texas	Longhorns,	is	also	among	the	top	wide	receiver	prospects	and	could	be	selected	in	the	first	round,	depending	on	how	teams	prioritize	the	position.	His	impressive	stats	987	receiving	yards	and	9	touchdowns	in	only	58	receptions	demonstrate	his	potential	to	develop	into	an	elite	wide	receiver	in	the
NFL.The	Pittsburgh	Steelers	and	Seattle	Seahawks	are	among	the	teams	in	need	of	top	talent	at	the	wide	receiver	position.	With	the	Jacksonville	Jaguars	making	a	bold	move	by	trading	up	to	select	Travis	Hunter	second	overall,	the	draft	is	shaping	up	to	be	an	exciting	and	unpredictable	event.The	NFL	draft	was	filled	with	surprises	as	the	Tennessee
Titans	picked	up	Chimere	Dike	in	the	fourth	round,	and	the	New	England	Patriots	and	Cleveland	Browns	made	strong	moves	in	the	second	round	by	selecting	TreVeyon	Henderson	and	Quinshon	Judkins	out	of	Ohio	State.	However,	many	were	left	stunned	when	Shedeur	Sanders	went	unpicked	on	day	two	of	the	draft,	with	Mel	Kiper	labeling	it	as
'disgusting'.	The	2025	NFL	Draft	was	full	of	unexpected	twists,	including	Shedeur	Sanders'	brother	Shilo	hoping	to	be	picked.	Meanwhile,	the	Kansas	City	Chiefs	are	focused	on	reclaiming	the	Super	Bowl	title,	with	Patrick	Mahomes	and	Travis	Kelce	looking	to	make	one	last	ride.League	Sync	Now	LiveThe	2025	NFL	Draft	is	nearing	its	completion,
and	a	clearer	picture	of	top	prospects	is	emerging.	The	running	back,	tight	end,	and	offensive	tackle	positions	are	seen	as	particularly	deep	on	the	offensive	side	of	the	ball.	On	defense,	the	edge	defender	group	is	as	strong	as	ever,	with	several	top	players	expected	to	be	drafted	within	the	first	50	picks.	Here's	PFF's	assessment	of	the	top	wide
receiver	prospects	in	the	2025	NFL	Draft,	along	with	initial	scouting	notes	from	lead	draft	analyst	Trevor	Sikkema.McMillan	has	the	potential	to	become	an	All-Pro	due	to	his	exceptional	length,	athleticism,	and	football	intelligence.	He	is	a	unique	talent	who	deserves	consideration	among	the	top	10	picks.	Burden	is	a	well-rounded	receiver	with
impressive	skills,	displaying	ability	to	succeed	at	any	position	in	any	offense.	Egbuka,	often	talked	about	as	an	NFL	prospect	for	years,	remains	a	high-floor	option,	known	for	his	versatility	and	savvy	play.Golden's	exceptional	movement	skills	could	translate	well	to	the	NFL,	and	his	advanced	avenues	of	success	make	him	a	player	with	high-end	WR2
potential.	Ayomanor's	size,	intelligence,	and	experience	against	press	coverage	make	him	an	ideal	"X"	receiver	prototype	with	the	talent	to	become	an	NFL	starter.	Higgins	is	a	reliable	possession	receiver	with	impressive	foot	quickness,	often	in	the	right	place	at	the	right	time.Bech	has	the	makings	of	an	impact	WR2	when	he	reaches	his	full	potential,
but	needs	to	continue	growing	to	win	consistently	against	press	and	in	routes.	Royals	may	lack	game-changing	athleticism,	but	is	a	strong	possession	receiver	who	can	line	up	anywhere	with	plus	after-the-catch	ability.	Williams'	undersized	frame	hints	at	big-time	potential,	given	his	release	package,	quick	feet,	and	ability	to	build	speed	as	routes
progress.His	route	tree	and	separation	rates	leave	room	for	improvement,	but	he	can	keep	the	defense	honest	with	his	field-stretching	ability.	Restrepo	brings	a	strong	slot	receiver	skill	set	to	the	NFL,	where	his	production,	separation	scores,	and	great	hands	give	him	a	high	floor	as	a	WR2/WR3	prospect	despite	some	limitations	in	athleticism	and
size.	Noel	is	a	compact	receiver	who	wins	with	good	first-step	speed	and	can	succeed	in	an	NFL	offense	that	holds	the	ball	longer.	He'll	need	to	be	more	dynamic	after	the	catch	to	secure	a	consistent	starting	role.	Williams'	stats	won't	impress,	but	his	tape	and	measurables	will.	He's	a	versatile	player	who	could	have	a	high	impact	as	a	line,	backfield,
or	returner.	TeSlaa	started	at	Division	II	before	moving	to	SEC	competition,	where	he	showed	size,	explosiveness,	and	sure	hands,	giving	him	a	starting-caliber	ceiling	as	a	"big	slot"	receiver	with	developmental	potential.	Horton	has	a	nuanced	game	with	pride	in	the	little	things,	competitiveness,	and	reliable	hands,	but	his	athletic	limitations	(limited
speed	and	agility)	will	impact	his	prospects.	Johnson	excels	despite	physical	limitations,	bringing	added	competitiveness	that	coaches	want	around.	Bond	is	fast	and	will	be	highly	coveted,	but	needs	to	grow	as	a	receiver	beyond	vertical	plays.	Felton	is	a	late-round	flier	in	the	NFL	due	to	lacking	difference-making	qualities.	Bryant	has	a	strong	build,
reliable	blocking,	and	good	hands,	making	him	a	rotational	X	wideout.	Mumpfield's	jumping	ability	makes	him	a	valuable	asset,	playing	both	wide	and	slot.	Lane's	speed	and	agility	from	the	slot	could	be	a	weapon	in	an	offense	that	maximizes	after-touch	plays.	Thornton's	physical	tools	will	get	him	drafted,	but	route	running	needs	improvement	to
reach	his	full	potential.	Armstrong	showcases	impressive	size,	reliable	hands,	and	production,	making	him	a	solid	Day	3	draft	candidate	despite	not	being	a	top	separator	or	after-the-catch	threat.Transfer	didn't	quite	replicate	the	same	excitement	as	fellow	former	Cougar	Matthew	Golden,	but	Brown	still	presents	intriguing	NFL	attributes.	With	a	well-
rounded	size/speed	profile	and	above-average	separation	skills,	he	has	developmental	potential	-	though	he'll	need	to	enhance	his	release	package	and	physicality	at	the	catch	point	to	secure	a	roster	spot.	Badger	is	an	outside	receiver	who	excelled	in	the	intermediate	area	with	an	average	depth	of	target	of	17.3	yards,	ranking	fifth	among	wide
receivers	with	at	least	50	targets	in	the	draft	class.	He	boasts	sticky	hands,	not	dropping	a	single	pass	on	his	61	targets	in	2024.	Lambert-Smith	is	a	vertical	threat	who	has	unfortunately	never	played	in	an	offense	that	excelled	at	throwing	downfield.	He	possesses	good	speed	and	showcased	it	in	2024	with	a	terrific	98.7	deep	receiving	grade,	but
lacks	nuance	in	his	route	running	and	doesn't	offer	much	after	the	catch.	Dike	features	easy	4.3	speed	that	makes	him	a	legitimate	threat	on	vertical	routes	and	deep	overs,	boasting	top	25	marks	in	the	nation	for	deep	receptions	(10)	and	deep	receiving	grade	(98.6)	in	2024.	He	may	not	have	ideal	size,	but	his	speed	and	athleticism	are	worth	a	late-
round	shot.	Nash	was	highly	productive	in	2024	and	wasn't	just	a	high-volume	receiver.	His	impressive	footwork,	route	running,	and	releases	make	him	an	intriguing	mid-round	option	as	a	big	slot	receiver.	Prather	is	a	big-bodied	possession	outside	receiver	who	was	underutilized	in	Maryland's	offense.	His	size	and	decent	athletic	ability	for	NFL
standards	should	give	him	a	chance	to	make	a	roster	as	a	Day	3	"X"	receiver.	Wells	put	out	NFL-level	tape	at	South	Carolina	and	James	Madison	but	looked	far	from	an	impactful	NFL	player	in	his	final	year	at	Ole	Miss.	While	he	is	worth	drafting,	his	approach	might	need	a	total	reset	when	he	gets	to	the	NFL.	Horn's	lack	of	size	limits	his	effectiveness
against	press	coverage	and	at	the	catch	point,	but	he	can	create	separation	with	a	clean	release	and	adds	value	after	the	catch.	He	projects	as	a	depth	slot	option	who	will	need	to	improve	his	hands,	having	posted	a	7.9%	drop	rate	over	his	college	career.	Wease	is	a	big-bodied	receiver	with	strong	hands,	but	he's	a	below-average	athlete	who	struggles
separating	one-on-one.	He	does	a	nice	job	of	finding	the	soft	spot	in	zone	coverage	and	could	be	a	depth	piece	for	a	receiving	corps.	Chism	dominated	FCS	competition	this	year	on	his	way	to	a	92.6	receiving	grade.	His	quick	feet	and	instincts	after	the	catch	give	him	a	chance	to	stick	on	a	team	searching	for	slot	production	in	the	late	rounds.	White
enjoyed	tons	of	production	(2.93	yards	per	route	run	in	2024;	87th	percentile)	over	the	past	two	seasons	as	primarily	an	outside	receiver.	However,	his	smaller	stature,	short-area	separation	ability,	and	after-the-catch	playmaking	could	mean	his	talents	are	best	suited	for	a	depth/rotational	slot	receiver	role	in	the	NFL.	Hudson	brings	point	guard-like
movement	to	the	receiver	position	and	makes	for	a	fun	watch	due	to	his	short-area	quickness.	But	his	limited	long	speed	and	questionable	catch	rate	likely	make	him	a	mid-round	projection.	Wester	was	one	of	the	most	productive	receivers	in	the	country	while	at	FAU,	placing	second	in	the	FBS	with	107	catches	in	2023.	He	was	still	a	very	solid
receiver,	albeit	in	a	smaller	role.Westers'	size	and	speed	are	subpar	for	the	position,	but	his	route-running	skills	and	sure	hands	make	him	a	promising	slot	receiver.	Collins	is	a	physical	presence	at	6-foot-3,	yet	he's	struggled	to	live	up	to	his	potential,	dropping	seven	passes	last	season.	Holden	showcases	impressive	route-running	finesse,	with	a
remarkable	ability	to	separate	from	defenders	in	single	coverage.	However,	as	a	fifth-year	player,	he	needs	to	develop	more	after	the	catch	to	carve	out	a	role	at	the	next	level.	Sheppard's	collegiate	production	is	overshadowed	by	his	struggles	separating	one-on-one	and	his	limited	speed	and	strength,	which	may	limit	him	to	being	a	depth	piece.
Franklin	excels	in	understanding	fundamentals	and	is	a	creative	route	runner	with	a	wide	catch	radius,	but	he	lacks	explosiveness.	Taylor	has	prototypical	size,	yet	struggles	to	separate	and	create	after	the	catch,	instead	relying	on	his	strength	through	the	catch	point.	Meeks	struggled	to	find	playing	time	initially,	but	solidified	himself	as	a	strong	ball
tracker	and	playmaker	in	2024.	His	special	teams	skills	may	secure	him	a	spot	on	an	NFL	roster.	McCoy's	transfer	was	due	to	off-field	issues,	leaving	him	with	limited	flexibility	that	hinders	his	route-running	ability.	Felton	is	a	big	target	with	potential,	but	his	limited	college	route	tree	makes	him	a	projection.	Hobert	excelled	in	the	slot	at	Texas	State,
boasting	an	impressive	target-to-drop	ratio.	Fleming	overcame	stiff	competition	at	Ohio	State	to	show	his	catching	ability	and	explosive	jumping	skills.	Brooks	is	still	developing	as	a	wide	receiver,	with	his	2024	production	highlighting	his	growth	and	promising	future.Muhammad	ranks	sixth	in	this	year's	draft	class.	He	excels	at	using	his	body	to
shield	coverage	defenders	from	the	ball,	boasting	a	119.8	passer	rating	when	targeted	in	2024,	ranking	25th	in	the	draft	class.	Smith	is	an	elite	athlete	who	impressed	at	the	combine	but	has	yet	to	translate	that	talent	onto	the	field.	His	game	lacks	consistency	and	dynamism,	as	seen	in	his	10	drops	in	2024	paired	with	just	five	forced	missed	tackles.
Despite	this,	his	exceptional	40-yard	dash	time	of	4.36	seconds	will	likely	secure	him	a	draft	spot	on	Day	3.Given	article	text	here	Jayden	Higgins	is	a	valuable	asset	for	the	NFL	with	impressive	size	and	reliable	hands.	He	excels	in	contested-catch	situations,	using	his	frame	to	shield	defenders.	Higgins	has	limited	agility,	which	makes	separation
challenging	on	sharply	breaking	routes.	Isaiah	Bond	has	first-round	potential	despite	modest	stats	since	transferring	from	Alabama.	His	film	shows	production	limited	by	quarterback	play,	but	he	offers	elite	separation	skills	and	game-breaking	speed.	Elic	Ayomanor	has	the	physical	tools	for	success	along	the	perimeter	in	the	NFL.	He	has	a	wide	catch
radius,	excellent	ball	skills,	and	above-average	speed	for	his	size.	However,	his	route-running	technique	is	not	polished,	and	he	can	struggle	with	explosiveness	in	his	lower	half.	Tre	Harris	is	a	physically	imposing	receiver	celebrated	for	his	body	control	and	ability	to	secure	contested	catches.	He	excels	in	high-pointing	the	football	but	has	a	limited
route	tree,	relying	heavily	on	vertical	stems.	Luther	Burden	III	is	a	slot	receiver	with	impressive	speed,	power,	and	agility.	His	natural	playmaking	skills	make	him	dangerous	in	space,	and	he	has	ball	skills	for	stretching	the	field	vertically.Given	text:As	a	route	runner,	Burden	has	shown	progress	but	still	needs	additional	development.	Granted,	part	of
that	comes	down	to	the	way	he	was	used	in	college,	but	his	route	salesmanship	still	needs	some	work.	Burden	should	end	up	being	an	instant	starting	wide	receiver	at	the	NFL	level.	He	has	some	inside-outside	versatility	with	the	ability	to	thrive	on	jet	sweeps	and	end-around	plays,	and	his	yards-after-catch	(YAC)	ability	is	arguably	the	best	of	any
wide	receiver	in	the	2025	NFL	Draft	class.	Emeka	Egbuka,	Ohio	StateEmeka	Egbuka	is	a	well-built	slot	receiver	who	projects	as	a	reliable	chain	mover	at	the	next	level.	He	offers	good	overall	size	for	the	position	and	has	good	strength	and	athleticism.	He	primarily	aligned	in	the	slot	while	at	Ohio	State,	and	that	is	where	he	will	likely	call	home	at	the
next	level.	The	Buckeyes	star	is	an	excellent	route	runner	and	understands	how	to	use	head	and	body	fakes	to	create	separation.	Egbuka	is	outstanding	in	using	his	hands	to	keep	his	body	clear	throughout	the	stem	of	his	route	and	is	a	third-down	machine	who	consistently	gets	open	and	moves	the	chains.	He	has	extremely	strong	hands	and
outstanding	body	control,	ball	skills,	and	strength	to	make	catches	in	contested	situations	and	over	the	middle	of	the	field.	He	is	tough	and	competitive	with	the	ball	in	his	hands	and	runs	like	a	running	back	rather	than	a	receiver.	Egbuka	will	likely	never	be	a	home-run	threat	at	the	next	level	as	he	lacks	the	deep	speed	to	stress	NFL-caliber	corners
vertically.	He	struggles	to	stack	defensive	backs	consistently	and	will	need	to	be	creative	with	his	routes	to	separate	at	the	next	level.	Egbuka	will	be	best	utilized	as	a	teams	No.	2	option	who	can	excel	as	a	reliable	slot	receiver	playing	opposite	a	true	big-play	threat.Matthew	Golden,	TexasMatthew	Golden	is	the	most	well-rounded	receiver	prospect	in
the	2025	NFL	Draft.	He	combines	fantastic	athleticism	with	the	ability	to	do	all	of	the	little	things	at	a	high	enough	level	to	carve	out	a	role	within	an	offense.	Goldens	ability	to	consistently	create	separation	with	his	speed	and	quick	feet	makes	him	a	reliable	target.	He	also	made	several	highlight-worthy	catches	in	the	final	games	of	the	season.	While
his	length	and	size	result	in	a	smaller	catch	radius	and	make	him	easier	to	bring	down	by	defenders,	there	is	plenty	of	upside	in	his	profile	due	to	his	speed	and	efficient	route	running.Tetairoa	McMillan,	ArizonaTetairoa	McMillan	possesses	very	good	size	and	overall	athleticism	for	the	position.	He	is	a	versatile	receiver	who	can	line	up	outside,	in	the
slot,	even	attached	to	the	tight	end,	allowing	him	to	exploit	mismatches	against	nickel	corners	and	linebackers.	McMillan	is	a	big-bodied	pass	catcher	with	an	outstanding	catch	radius	and	hands.	He	has	rare	ball	skills	and	is	an	outstanding	contested	catch	and	red-zone	threat,	but	he	has	the	athleticism	of	a	receiver	who	is	smaller	in	stature	and	can
make	plays	with	the	ball	in	his	hands.	While	he	has	sufficient	speed	for	a	receiver	with	his	size,	McMillan	lacks	the	third	gear	to	consistently	generate	separation	down	the	field	in	the	NFL	and	can	struggle	with	creating	separation	off	breaks	at	times.Travis	Hunter,	ColoradoEntering	the	NFL	Draft,	Travis	Hunter	is	one	of	the	best	overallHe	is	one	of
the	most	captivating	players	in	recent	years,	and	his	exceptional	skills	make	him	a	top	contender	for	multiple	positions.	Although	he	doesn't	have	ideal	physical	attributes,	Hunter's	athleticism	is	truly	unique,	offering	quickness,	speed,	and	explosive	burst	that	sets	him	apart	from	others.	His	rare	instincts,	impressive	ball	skills,	and	fierce
competitiveness	make	him	a	valuable	asset.	However,	the	team	that	drafts	him	may	influence	his	playing	style,	with	some	speculating	he	should	be	primarily	an	offensive	player	or	a	defensive	specialist	who	can	contribute	on	offense	in	certain	situations.
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