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Gigi	Graham's	got	three	goals:	make	the	women's	national	hockey	team,	win	Olympic	gold,	and	step	outta	her	famous	dad's	shadow.	So	far,	so	good,	except	for	two	little	things	-	a	tiny	thing	and	a	big	grumpy	thing.	She	needs	to	improve	her	game	behind	the	net	and	Luke	Ryder's	help	is	needed.	Ryder's	six-foot-five,	built,	opinionated,	rude...	and	sexy
as	hell.	But	he's	still	the	enemy.	He's	got	reasons	though,	with	the	men's	team	merged	with	a	rival	program,	leaving	everyone	hating	each	other's	guts.	To	make	matters	worse,	his	summer	coaching	spot's	out	of	reach	after	making	a	bad	first	impression	on	his	hero.	So,	this	compromise	with	Gigi	is	win-win	-	he	helps	her	make	the	national	team	and
she	puts	in	a	good	word	for	him	with	her	dad.	The	only	snag?	This	chemistry	they're	trying	to	ignore.	It's	a	dangerous	game,	but	the	risks	might	just	be	worth	it.Note:	I	tried	to	keep	the	original	text	as	much	as	possible	while	paraphrasing	it.I	absolutely	adored	this	book!!!	Both	main	characters	are	hockey	players	and	it's	incredible.	The	tension	and
banter	between	them	is	electrifying.	I	am	completely	smitten	with	Ryder	&	Gigi	-	they're	perfect	for	me.	I	love	that	the	book	has	a	long	narrative,	allowing	us	to	deeply	invest	in	the	characters	and	their	storyline.	It's	amazing	to	see	cameos	from	past	Elle	Kennedy	characters!	For	a	long	time,	The	Deal	&	The	Score	were	my	top	choices,	but	this	one
deserves	an	honorable	mention	as	my	third	favorite	Elle	Kennedy	book.	I'm	blown	away	it's	my	ninth	book	by	her!!!	I	initially	read	Off	Campus	in	2021	and	was	unsure	if	I'd	enjoy	this,	but	I	loved	it	even	more	than	expected.	I'm	eagerly	awaiting	the	next	installment(s).	I	finished	The	Score	with	high	expectations,	having	enjoyed	only	one	other	Elle
Kennedy	book	since	2019.	Surprisingly,	I	thoroughly	enjoyed	it!	Anyone	have	access	to	the	bonus	epilogue	between	Gigi	and	Garrett?	It's	so	lovely.	A	special	shoutout	to	someone	who	sent	me	a	link	-	thank	you	so	much!!!	What	struck	me	was	Gigi's	unique	personality.	Given	her	shared	passion	for	hockey	with	Ryder,	I	expected	her	to	be	a	mini	version
of	his	father,	but	she's	actually	an	original	character.	Her	love	for	butterflies	and	nature	podcasts	makes	her	a	delightful	girly	girl	who	also	excels	on	the	ice.	On	the	other	hand,	Luke	(Ryder)	is	my	"teddy	bear."	His	backstory	initially	seems	secretive,	but	it's	heartbreaking	to	learn	about	his	past.	I'm	so	grateful	he	finds	a	loving	family	in	the	Grahams,
whom	he	deserved	after	facing	such	hardship.The	gigiryder	romance	was	perfect	for	me	-	their	banter	had	me	giggling	and	loving	every	moment	of	it.	Ryder's	subtle	yet	endearing	gestures	won	my	heart,	especially	those	flowers	he'd	bring	to	apologize.	Original	text:	paraphrased	text	here	Note:	Paraphrasing	is	rewriting	the	content	in	a	different	way
without	changing	its	original	meaning,	using	different	words	and	expressions.	I	have	maintained	the	original	language	of	the	given	text	to	adhere	to	your	request.The	users	review	of	"Graham	Family"	mentions	their	appreciation	for	the	book's	portrayal	of	Garrett	and	Hannah	as	loving	parents	despite	aging.	They	enjoyed	seeing	scenes	of	the	Graham
family	dynamics	but	felt	that	Ryder's	storyline	overshadowed	some	side	characters.	The	reviewer	praises	Elle	Kennedy's	writing	style,	particularly	her	depiction	of	hockey	group	dynamics	and	relationships.	However,	they	express	disappointment	with	the	pacing,	citing	a	slow	start	and	an	excessive	number	of	side	characters.	Additionally,	they
criticizes	the	MCs'	behavior,	such	as	their	continued	involvement	with	other	people	after	meeting	each	other.Given	article	text	here	Tucker	and	Sabrina's	kids	deserve	books	too.	The	Tucker	girls	are	already	amazing.	I	love	them	both.	One	of	them	is	a	supermodel	and	influencer	while	the	other	is	a	lawyer.	Elle	Kennedy's	"The	Graham	Effect"	-	4	stars,
surprised	me	with	this	story.	The	book	follows	Gigi	Graham,	daughter	of	hockey	player	Garrett	Graham,	as	she	tries	to	make	a	name	for	herself.	She	has	her	heart	set	on	qualifying	for	the	US	women's	national	hockey	team	but	faces	challenges	playing	behind	the	net.	To	improve,	she	agrees	to	work	with	Luke	Ryder,	a	brooding	and	silent	hockey
player.	In	return,	Gigi	helps	Ryder	get	the	coaching	program	he	wants	from	his	idol,	Garrett	Graham.Gigi's	character	is	lovable	throughout	the	story.	She	loves	hockey	and	is	determined	to	achieve	her	goals	through	hard	work.	Ryder	helps	her	grow	while	also	facing	his	own	childhood	trauma.	The	author	executed	the	relationship	between	Ryder	and
Gigi	well,	making	it	healthy	and	mature	with	mutual	respect.As	Gigi	and	Ryder	spend	more	time	together,	their	feelings	blossom,	and	their	chemistry	is	undeniable.	The	banter	between	them	is	exceptional,	but	the	story	does	become	clich	towards	the	end.	Ryder's	desire	to	improve	himself	for	Gigi	is	sweet,	saying	"I	know	I	have	my	flaws,	but	I	need	to
level	up	to	be	with	this	woman."	The	found	family	aspect	warms	the	heart,	particularly	the	relationship	between	Ryder	and	Hannah,	which	brings	tears	to	the	eyes.	However,	the	book	has	its	flaws,	such	as	being	too	long	and	including	unnecessary	drama	with	Gigi's	ex-boyfriend	and	Ryder's	brief	hookup	with	another	girl.	The	epilogue	is	a	highlight,
with	a	romantic	scene	that	leaves	the	heart	bursting.	The	author's	writing	style	has	improved,	making	this	second-generation	series	more	enjoyable	than	its	predecessors.	Gigi	is	a	lovable	and	realistic	character,	a	mini	version	of	Garrett,	and	her	story	is	engaging.	Despite	some	issues,	the	book	is	enjoyable,	and	the	series	has	potential,	especially	with
characters	like	Tucker	and	Sabrina's	kid,	Alex,	who	could	have	an	interesting	story	as	a	supermodel.	The	author's	iconic	banter	and	easy	writing	style	make	this	book	a	great	read,	with	a	special	edition	epilogue	that	ties	everything	together.Gigi's	hockey	matches	were	underwhelming,	but	her	carefree	nature	made	up	for	it.	I	also	appreciated	Luke's
backstory,	which	added	depth	to	his	character.	He	wasn't	immediately	open	about	his	past,	which	took	time	to	reveal	and	showed	comfort	in	Gigi	and	her	family.	The	banter	between	him	and	Garrett	was	great.	Their	relationship	wasn't	perfect,	but	the	conflict	and	make-up	scenes	were	well-handled.	I	loved	the	nickname	Stan	and	how	it	appeared
throughout	the	household.	Hannah	and	Ryder's	interactions	were	wholesome,	especially	their	near-end	scene	where	Ryder	breaks	down	in	front	of	her.	I	also	enjoyed	Garrett	and	Ryder's	dynamic,	which	started	with	him	being	cold	but	warmed	up	over	time.	The	combination	of	forbidden	romance,	forced	proximity,	and	friends-with-benefits	worked
well	in	their	relationship.I	just	can't	get	enough	of	those	adorable	moments	between	Hannah	and	Garrett	-	they're	the	real	MVPs.	The	way	they	communicate	is	just	so	sweet,	and	that	smut?	It's	no	wonder	their	mom	never	stays	mad	at	him,	he's	got	a	charm	that's	hard	to	resist.I	loved	how	well-researched	the	HANNAHGARRETT	moments	were	-
Hannah's	Grammy	wins	and	Garrett's	successful	hockey	career	just	added	to	the	magic.	But	what	really	stole	the	show	was	the	banter	between	them.	I	mean,	who	wouldn't	want	to	be	them?	Gigi's	storyline	with	her	Uncle	and	Aunts	was	also	a	highlight	for	me	-	that	diner	scene	where	Dean	and	Logan	meet	Gigi	was	hilarious!	And	let's	not	forget	all	the
cameos	from	other	characters	-	it	all	fit	together	so	well.The	only	thing	missing	was	more	of	Grace	and	Tucker,	but	I	won't	lie,	I	loved	every	moment	of	this	book.	The	author	really	outdid	themselves	with	this	one.I	was	really	looking	forward	to	reading	about	Jamie	and	was	excited	when	Coach	Jensen	referred	to	Taylor	as	his	daughter	and	mentioned
his	granddaughter	in	the	book.	However,	the	inclusion	of	Taylor	and	Conor's	daughter	made	me	feel	like	he	was	including	their	family	in	a	way	that	didn't	feel	authentic.	I	also	missed	the	off-campus	series	and	was	hoping	for	more	from	this	one.The	romance	between	Gigi	and	Ryder	was	hot,	but	the	plot	execution	felt	bland	and	there	were	too	many
side	characters	that	made	it	hard	to	keep	track.	The	lack	of	a	third	act	and	no	epilogue	really	disappointed	me.	Despite	that,	I	loved	the	chemistry	between	the	two	main	characters	and	how	they	healed	each	other	and	me.One	scene	that	really	stood	out	to	me	was	when	Ryder	says	he	came	to	kiss	her,	and	their	interactions	felt	so	sweet	and	genuine.	I
also	appreciated	the	mentions	of	Garrett	Graham's	family	from	the	off-campus	series,	as	it	made	me	feel	like	I	was	getting	a	glimpse	into	a	familiar	world.Overall,	I	was	hoping	for	more	from	this	book,	but	the	romance	between	Gigi	and	Ryder	was	definitely	enjoyable.I	start	stroking	him,	bringing	a	flash	of	heat	to	his	eyes.	I	think	maybe	you	need	to
put	that	smart	mouth	to	better	use,	he	suggests.	Really.	Because	I	like	using	it	to	make	fun	of	you.	You	might	like	sucking	me	off	better.	Im	not	a	spiritual	man,	but	in	my	sex-loosened	brain,	I	suddenly	wonder	if	somewhere,	somehow,	maybe	someone	designed	us	to	fit	this	well	together.	I	know	I	have	my	flaws.	But	I	need	to	level	up	to	be	with	this
woman.	She	forces	me	to	be	better.	I	want	to	be	better	for	her.	I	want	to	be	her	hero.The	best	part	was	reading	buddy	reviews	from	my	love	Deniz	even	though	I	finished	earlier	because	couldnt	stop	reading.	With	my	lovely	Deniz,	back	to	our	off-campus	era,	my	most	anticipated	read	this	year.	Its	really	not.	Blame	my	father.	Hes	the	one	who	named
me.	Mom	was	in	charge	of	my	brothers	name	and	she	picked	a	normal	one.	You	sound	like	my	mom.	Shes	been	watching	this	firefighter	show	on	TV,	and	now	all	she	talks	about	is	fire	safety.	Dad	thinks	its	cute.	Honestly,	I	dont	care	much	about	Gigi	and	Ryder	but	waiting	for	the	little	things	about	Hannah	&	Garrett.Okay,	but	I	just	read	the
synopsis!!!!	Gigi	Graham	being	a	hockey	player????	I	need	to	read	about	my	favorite	dilf	right	this	second.	This	book	better	not	be	a	disappointment.	March	16,	I	dont	even	know	what	this	is	about	but	Ill	be	reading	because	off-campus	is	my	guilty	pleasure.Husband-material	likeable-heroine	November	1,	2023The	Shower	Scene	OMG	IM	DECEASED
x.xElle	Kennedy	proves	once	again	that	she	is	the	Queen	of	College	Hockey	Romance!!	I	cant	say	much	this	far	in	advance	for	~reasons~	BUT	I	ADORED	GIGI	AND	RYDER	SO	MUCH!!	They	were	such	perfection	and	I	adored	the	heck	outta	them!	They	were	an	annoyance-to-love	FWB	romance	and	their	banter	was	adorable	and	hilarious.	Gigi	gave	as
good	as	she	got	from	the	guyshell,	half	the	time	she	out-brod	the	bros!!	Literally	loved	her	sass.	And	Im	such	a	swoon	over	Ryder,	my	messy-haired	63	GRUMPY	AF	hockey	boy!!!Gigi	&	Ryders	relationship	was	SO	HEALTHY!!	Their	communication	was	A+	and	we	stan	that	and	their	growth	as	a	couple	(yup,	no	miscommunication	trope	here	my	loves)!!
There	was	just	enough	spice	and	I	was	living	for	the	tension	that	built!	(Spice	3/5)Beckett	is	one	of	my	fave	side	characters!	A	mini	Dean	over	here	who	was	priceless	AF.	Sebastian	was	a	close	second,	he	gets	loyal	bro	of	the	year.	I	also	loved	the	cameos	of	all	the	other	Briar	couples!!	My	Dean	&	Jake	&	Graham	girlies	are	gonna	squeal!!I	wont	say
anything	else.	Also,	it	goes	without	saying	that	Elle,	hands	down,	writes	some	of	the	most	legit	male	POVs	out	there.	I	cant	say	yet	who	book	2	followsbut	I	do	know	who	it	isand	Im	so	here	for	them!!!	Its	been	a	hot	minute	since	a	college	sport	romance	really	grabbed	me,	and	this	right	here	is	such	an	easy	and	spicy	5	star!!A	hockey	player	lives	and
breathes	hockey.	We	dedicate	our	lives	to	the	sport.	I	was	served	a	five	course	meal	and	I	DEVOURED	it.	Love	love	love.	There	was	no	way	I	could	stop	myself	and	here	I	am	again,	adding	a	new	book	to	my	list	of	obsessions.definitely	not	the	plot-driven	book	i	was	expecting,	but	its	connected	storylines	made	for	a	super	easy	and	quick	read.	the	phrase
"always"	kept	echoing	in	my	mind,	especially	how	luke	ryder	would	pick	gigi	graham	up	whenever	she	fell.	it	wasn't	just	their	relationship	that	stole	my	heart	-	the	found	family	aspect,	friend	groups,	and	relationships	between	characters	all	added	to	the	book's	charm.	the	romance	between	gigi	and	ryder	was	beautifully	portrayed,	with	a	slow-burning
connection	that	made	me	laugh	and	cry.	"you're	family	now"	is	one	of	those	quotes	that	really	stood	out	to	me.	luke's	wholesome	relationship	with	gigi,	where	they	respect	each	other's	boundaries	and	let	their	feelings	develop	naturally,	was	truly	endearing.	and	can	we	talk	about	the	swoon-worthy	moments	between	them?	even	graham's	character
had	a	special	place	in	my	heart,	especially	his	mature	and	respectful	interactions	with	ryder.	overall,	this	book	is	a	must-read	for	anyone	looking	for	a	love	story	that'll	make	your	heart	skip	a	beat.She's	also	got	her	sweet	side,	dragging	Ryder	along	to	check	out	butterflies	and	making	him	listen	to	soothing	podcasts	when	she	gets	anxious	that's	right,
Luke	'I'm-not-a-talkative'	Ryder,	the	ultimate	grump.	Unraveling	his	past	and	understanding	why	he's	so	reserved	is	genuinely	heartbreaking,	which	makes	it	even	more	amazing	when	Gigi	manages	to	crack	a	smile	on	his	face.	Her	teasing	and	banter	with	him	are	utterly	captivating	I'm	completely	hooked	on	their	dynamic!	The	way	they're	always	at
each	other's	throats	yet	somehow	make	it	work	is	just	perfect.	Ryder	slowly	opening	up	to	Gigi,	actually	communicating	with	her	and	striving	to	be	the	best	version	of	himself	for	her?	That's	hubby	material	right	there."You	know,	I	liked	it	better	when	you	didn't	talk	so	much."	The	fact	that	she	gets	a	smile	out	of	him	with	those	words	is	a	game-
changer.	It's	all	my	fault	I'm	the	one	who	made	him	smile,	and	now	I'm	stuck	with	this	adorable	grin	on	his	face.	Ugh,	it's	a	killer!	This	book	completely	caught	me	off	guard;	I	had	no	idea	what	to	expect	from	the	third	act,	but	thank	goodness	(or	Elle)	it	didn't	involve	a	break-up	or	that	dreaded	"I'm	not	good	enough	for	you"	trope.	The	found	family
aspect	of	this	story	is	also	amazing	seeing	Ryder	get	taken	in	by	the	Garretts	and	forming	those	connections	with	them	was	incredibly	moving.And	can	we	talk	about	the	supporting	cast?	I	mean,	where	do	I	even	begin	with	Mya,	Diana,	Camila...	or	Shane,	Will,	Beckett?	It's	clear	that	Elle	Kennedy	has	a	lot	more	to	give	us	in	this	series.	The	anticipation
is	killing	me	the	next	book	will	be	about	Shane	and	Diana,	but	what	I	really	want	is	a	story	about	Beckett	and	Will!	As	for	the	minor	criticisms,	I	did	feel	like	Gigi	was	a	bit	too	easy	on	Case	at	times.Gigi	Graham	is	the	ultimate	book	heroine,	captivating	readers	from	the	start.	Garrett	and	Hannah's	creation	of	her	was	a	stroke	of	genius,	as	she	embodied
a	character	that	resonated	deeply	with	the	author.	Her	growth	throughout	the	story	was	nothing	short	of	remarkable,	thanks	in	large	part	to	Ryder's	transformative	influence.	Ryderrrr,	the	enigmatic	and	lovable	love	interest,	stole	hearts	from	the	very	beginning,	becoming	an	instant	favorite	among	readers.His	presence	in	Gigi's	life	was	palpable,
evident	even	to	those	who	didn't	know	them	well.	The	way	he	showed	up	for	her,	expressed	his	feelings,	and	supported	her	every	step	of	the	way,	made	him	a	truly	special	character.	The	lack	of	miscommunication	between	the	two	leads	only	added	to	their	chemistry,	making	their	relationship	feel	effortless	and	authentic.The	author's	portrayal	of
Garrett	and	Hannah	as	parents	was	both	heartwarming	and	humbling,	evoking	memories	of	favorite	childhood	stories.	Their	relationship	with	Gigi	was	nothing	short	of	perfection,	a	testament	to	the	power	of	love	and	connection.	The	banter	between	the	three	was	some	of	the	most	delightful	moments	in	the	book,	showcasing	the	unique	dynamics	of
this	trio.Elle	Kennedy's	writing	style	is	renowned	for	its	ability	to	craft	memorable	characters,	particularly	those	that	embody	the	"team"	mentality.	Her	take	on	relationships	and	teamwork	is	always	entertaining	and	engaging,	making	even	the	most	mundane	interactions	feel	special.The	author's	musings	about	Garrett's	past	and	his	relationships	with
others	added	depth	to	the	story,	providing	insight	into	the	complexities	of	human	connections.	The	old	characters	from	previous	books	still	hold	a	special	place	in	readers'	hearts,	their	presence	evoking	nostalgia	and	a	sense	of	timelessness.Imagine	if	Alex	and	Owen's	relationship	led	to	a	pregnancy	-	how	would	Tucker	react?	Whatever,	I	need	both
their	kids'	books!	A	fashion	icon	and	lawyer	combo?	I'm	proud!I	was	apprehensive	starting	this	book,	but	it	ended	up	being	pleasantly	surprising.	The	writing	is	much	better	than	the	previous	series,	which	is	great	because	it	makes	the	dialogue	more	natural.	The	campus-diaries	series	is	wholesome,	with	witty	banter	and	angsty	tension.	Of	course,	I
loved	the	romance	between	Gigi	and	Ryder,	but	there's	so	much	more	to	this	book.I	loved	seeing	glimpses	of	the	original	characters	-	many	fan	faves	made	appearances.	However,	I	missed	more	interactions	between	Hannah	and	Garrett	together.	When	Ryder	first	meets	them,	I	loved	how	Hannah	corrects	him	and	tells	him	to	call	her	by	her	first
name,	while	Garrett	says	"and	you	can	call	me	Mr	Graham."The	side	characters	are	great,	with	fun	banter	between	them	all.	Will,	Diana,	Shane,	and	Beckett	are	so	much	fun	-	even	if	we	don't	get	a	legacy	book	for	each	OC	child,	I'll	be	satisfied	following	this	friend	group.Gigi	is	a	strong	female	main	character	who	acknowledges	her	nepotism	but	still
tries	to	pave	her	own	way.	Watching	her	boss	around	Garrett	was	enjoyable.	Ryder?	I	fell	hard	for	him	because	of	his	broken	and	broody	nature	-	the	tension	between	these	two	had	me	blushing!There	are	some	sweet	moments	between	them,	like	when	Ryder	says	"use	me"	to	Gigi.	This	book	is	on	the	longer	side,	but	there	were	interesting	side	plots
that	made	it	worth	reading.	And	no	third	act?	I'm	excited	to	continue	this	series	and	hope	Alex	gets	her	own	book!I	must	admit,	Gigiryder	managed	to	hook	me	with	their	five-course	meal	of	a	story.	It	was	effortless	to	get	lost	in	the	narrative,	despite	its	lack	of	plot.	Instead,	the	author	focused	on	the	development	of	the	characters'	relationship	and	how
they	overcame	personal	struggles	together.	I	was	impressed	by	the	structure	they	brought	to	their	romance,	making	it	feel	genuine	and	sweet.Gigi	was	an	amazing	character,	exuding	a	perfect	balance	of	toughness	and	softness.	Her	down-to-earth	personality	made	her	relatable,	especially	when	she	wasn't	afraid	to	express	her	needs	and	desires.
Ryder's	adorable	and	affectionate	nature	towards	Gigi	only	added	to	the	story's	charm.	I	loved	how	he	communicated	effectively	without	needing	to	speak	much.However,	I	did	have	some	issues	with	the	book.	Firstly,	it	was	a	bit	too	long-winded,	with	some	parts	feeling	like	filler	material.	The	hockey	aspects,	in	particular,	started	to	drag	on	and	lost
my	attention.	Additionally,	I	wasn't	thrilled	about	the	on-screen	interactions	between	Gigi	and	Ryder's	friend.	It	felt	like	it	went	on	for	too	long	and	detracted	from	the	main	romance.Despite	these	minor	complaints,	I	thoroughly	enjoyed	reading	this	story	and	appreciated	its	drama-free	approach	to	relationships.	Overall,	it	was	a	fun	read	that	kept	me
invested	in	the	characters'	journey.Warm	hug	from	your	favorite	person	Side	note:	For	everyone	curious	about	the	off-campus	cameos,	they	truly	deliver	on	the	Hannah-Garrett	crumbs!	You'll	get	to	see	them	a	lot	and	some	of	the	other	guys	and	their	kids	too.	Favorite	quotes:	"You	know,	most	people	would	compliment	me	on	the	fact	that	I	won	that
shootout,"	I	point	out.	"Is	that	what	you	need	from	people?	To	be	told	what	a	good	girl	you	are?"	"Use	your	words,	Ryder."	"Did	you	actually	bring	me	flowers?"	"Yes,"	he	mutters.	~I'm	screaminggg	"Use	me."~(S)CREAMINGGGG	When	Gigi's	fingers	stiffen,	I	slowly	loosen	each	one,	pressing	her	palm	flat	on	my	chest.The	idea	of	never	seeing	her	smile
at	me	again	feels	like	someone	ripping	my	heart	out	of	my	chest.	I	have	successfully	managed	to	turn	Briar's	grumpy,	bad-boy	hockey	cocaptain	into	a	hold-my-purse	boyfriend.	I've	won	the	world.	"Always.	You	fall,	I	pick	you	up.	Always."4-5	stars	-	blankets-and-cuddles	comfort-and-serotoninGarrett	and	Hannah	had	babies??	My	babies	had	babies.	I
liked	the	start	and	pacing	of	this	story	until	around	the	end	when	everything	felt	rushed.	I	liked	the	characters	individually	but	couldnt	connect	to	the	relationships.	Still,	I	had	fun	reading	this!May	25,	2025	-	4.5	stars"You	fall,	I	pick	you	up.	Always."	I	am	such	a	fan	of	The	Off	Campus	series	and	I	was	so	excited	to	read	this	book.	Second-generation
books	can	be	so	much	fun,	and	this	one	was	fantastic.	Elle	Kennedy	does	new	adult	sports	romance	so	well.	The	Graham	Effect	is	about	Hannah	and	Garrett	Grahams	daughter,	Gigi	who	is	a	college	hockey	player.	Shes	one	of	the	very	best	female	college	players,	but	thats	to	be	expected	as	her	father	is	the	best	of	the	best.	Then	there	is	Luke	Ryder.
Ryder	is	also	a	top	hockey	player	in	college,	but	doesnt	have	the	best	reputation	with	his	attitude.	Gigi	and	Ryder	didnt	have	the	best	first	impression	of	each	other,	with	time	and	getting	to	know	each	other	better,	everything	changes.	I	love	these	two	together	so	much.	Reading	this	book	made	me	so	happy.	I	loved	getting	to	know	Ryder	better,	and
seeing	Gigi	with	her	family	and	her	uncles	(my	boy	Logan	especially!)	was	so	great.	If	youre	a	fan	of	The	Off	Campus	series,	this	book	is	a	must	read.	Im	so	excited	this	is	going	to	be	a	series	because	I	cant	wait	to	read	more.	What	a	great	start!October	31,	2023	-	The	whole	synopsis	of	this	book	is	about	Gigi	making	the	Olympic	team	and	Ryder
working	with	her	dad	yet	both	things	are	brushed	over	so	quickly.	Their	entire	relationship	is	centered	on	sex	and	does	not	truly	build	at	all.	Theres	no	building	on	Ryders	backstory	when	it	couldve	and	shouldve	been	a	bigger	factor,	which	makes	it	not	impactful.I	was	totally	unimpressed	by	the	first	series,	especially	its	abrupt	ending.	It	felt	like	a
cash	grab,	relying	on	nostalgia	for	old	characters	rather	than	genuine	storytelling.	Elle	Kennedy	is	usually	my	go-to	author,	but	her	latest	release	didn't	live	up	to	expectations.However,	I	recently	read	THE	GRAHAM	EFFECT	and	loved	it!	Gigi	&	Ryder's	story	had	the	perfect	blend	of	humor,	romance,	and	steam	that	left	me	wanting	more.	Their
relationship	was	charming	and	delightful,	and	I	adored	how	Gigi	stood	out	from	her	parents	while	still	being	relatable.	Ryder,	on	the	other	hand,	is	now	one	of	my	favorite	grumpy	heroes.For	fans	of	the	Off-Campus	series,	don't	worry	-	there	are	plenty	of	cameos	from	beloved	characters.	I	enjoyed	seeing	them	all	again	and	loved	the	addition	of	new
characters,	especially	Gigi's	best	friends.	If	you're	looking	for	a	fun,	lighthearted	read	with	great	character	development,	THE	GRAHAM	EFFECT	is	an	excellent	choice.I	must	admit	that	I	was	initially	hesitant	to	dive	into	this	book,	given	my	past	experiences	with	Elle	Kennedy's	work.	However,	she	truly	outdid	herself	with	this	one.	The	writing
improved	significantly	from	her	previous	series,	and	the	story	had	a	natural	flow	that	kept	me	engaged	until	the	very	end.	If	you're	a	fan	of	college	contemporaries	or	just	looking	for	a	great	read,	THE	GRAHAM	EFFECT	is	an	excellent	addition	to	your	bookshelf.Once	you	get	past	their	quirks,	like	her	weird	nature	podcast	and	butterfly	obsession,
you'll	love	Gigi's	maturity	-	even	when	she	gets	cheated	on.	Luke	Ryder,	the	prom	king	who	never	actually	went	to	prom,	is	a	brooding	introvert	with	a	heart	of	gold.	He's	our	world-class	shrugger	turned	hugger,	and	his	interactions	with	Gigi	are	precious.	The	way	they	make	each	other	laugh	is	truly	adorable.	Their	romance	development	is
phenomenal,	and	you	can't	help	but	feel	proud	of	them	by	the	end	of	the	book.Their	relationship	is	unique	and	doesn't	follow	any	familiar	patterns	from	Kennedy's	previous	couples.	It's	a	beautiful,	healthy	partnership	that	grows	and	evolves	throughout	the	story.	I	was	surprised	to	find	myself	adoring	this	book	-	it's	light,	funny,	witty,	and	cute.	If
you're	in	a	reading	slump,	give	it	a	chance.	Gigi	and	Ryder	are	an	endearing	couple	with	no	third	act	breakup	or	miscommunication	issues.	They're	a	breath	of	fresh	air,	and	I	loved	the	separation	from	Kennedy's	Off	Campus	series.don't	even	bother,	just	drop	by	her	hockey	world	because	i	won't	let	another	rina	kent	situation	happen	again	where
every	damn	child	gets	a	book	and	we	can't	get	enough	of	them	-	like	i	know	we	love	to	peek	into	their	future,	but	we	need	to	snap	out	of	it	and	know	when	to	stop,	this	isn't	grey's	anatomy,	i	don't	want	20	seasons.	so	the	fact	that	her	next	book	is	about	their	respective	best	friends	diana	and	shane:	top	tier.	count	me	in.	Balance	was	perfect,	and	Jake
Connolly's	cameos	didn't	hurt	either!	The	Dean	and	Logan	lunch	was	also	a	highlight.	To	be	honest,	I'm	still	reeling	from	my	time	at	Briar	U.	April	18,	2024	-	May	17,	2024The	Story	Itself:	5	out	of	5	The	Writing:	5	out	of	5	Read	this	if	you	like:*	Secret	relationships*	Grumpy	x	sunshine*	No	third-act	breakup*	He	falls	first*	Forced	proximity~Three
songs	that	vibe	with	this	book:~	Night	Changes	by	One	Direction~	Greedy	by	Tate	McRae~	The	Grudge	by	Olivia	RodrigoGoing	into	this,	my	biggest	concern	was	Garrett's	age.	But	I	chose	to	look	past	it	and,	after	some	self-reflection,	realized	that	deep	down,	I'd	still	want	him	as	my	sugar	daddy."Are	you	prepared?"	Owen	finally	says,	grinning	at
me."For	what?""You're	going	to	marry	that	girl."The	Plot:Gigi	would	describe	herself	in	one	word:	determined.	Whether	she's	on	the	ice	or	off	it,	she's	always	been	driven	to	succeed.	Determined	to	win	gold	at	the	Olympics	and	make	her	father	proud.	Determined	to	qualify	for	the	women's	national	hockey	team.	Determined	to	step	out	of	her	father's
shadow	and	become	her	own	person.So	when	her	skills	behind	the	net	start	wavering,	she's	determined	to	fix	them	too.	Until	she	realizes	that	to	do	so,	she	needs	to	put	her	fate	in	Luke	Ryder's	hands.Ryder	is	new	to	Briar	and	isn't	a	fan.	Coming	from	Eastwood	-	Briar's	rival	team	-	is	a	huge	change	in	dynamics	and	power	shift.	Here,	he's	the	enemy,
along	with	his	past	teammates	who	were	forced	to	transfer	with	him.	To	make	matters	worse,	he	makes	a	terrible	first	impression	on	Garrett	Graham,	the	man	who	gets	to	decide	whether	or	not	Ryder	lands	the	summer	coaching	job.Now,	there's	only	one	way	he	can	get	back	on	track:	by	working	with	Gigi	Graham,	Garrett's	daughter.I'm	absolutely
obsessed	with	the	hidden	layers	of	Ryder's	character!	Gigi	has	a	way	of	peeling	back	the	layers,	and	it's	honestly	heartbreaking	in	the	best	possible	way.	This	guy	is	a	total	softie	at	heart,	and	watching	him	open	up	and	trust	Gigi	is	nothing	short	of	magical.	He's	also	got	this	hilarious	side	that	always	keeps	me	on	my	toes	-	I've	lost	count	of	how	many
times	he's	made	me	laugh	till	tears	roll	down	my	face!The	romance	in	this	book	is	off	the	charts!	The	way	Elle	writes	about	love	stories	is	pure	poetry,	and	Ryder	and	Gigi's	relationship	has	taken	over	a	special	place	in	my	heart.	It's	not	often	that	you	come	across	a	couple	that	makes	you	feel	all	the	feels,	but	these	two	are	it.But	what	really	gets	me
excited	is	the	cast	of	side	characters!	Beckett	is	hilarious	and	a	total	scene-stealer	-	I'm	so	glad	Elle	didn't	make	him	into	just	another	cookie-cutter	character.	And	Shane's	book?	Yeah,	I'm	totally	ready	for	that	too!And	then	there's	Owen...	*sigh*	That	brotherly	moment	between	him	and	Ryder	still	makes	me	ugly	cry	to	this	day.	And	Alexandra?	What	a
fascinating	character	-	I	was	totally	expecting	her	to	be	Wyatt's	love	interest,	but	I	loved	the	twist.Wyatt	himself	is	just	so	adorable	-	his	protectiveness	over	Gigi	melts	my	heart	every	time.	And	Coach	Jensen?	*chef's	kiss*	That	man	needs	a	raise,	and	pronto!	The	way	Elle	wove	their	characters	into	the	story	was	pure	perfection.Garrett	and	Hannah's
relationship	is	still	my	top	favorite,	but	Ryder	and	Gigi	make	an	amazing	#2.	And	I'm	so	here	for	Shane	and	Diana's	enemies-to-lovers	arc	-	can't	wait	to	see	where	that	goes!Elle	truly	outdid	herself	with	this	book	-	it's	one	of	the	best	romances	I've	read	in	ages.	If	you	haven't	picked	it	up	yet,	what	are	you	even	doing	with	your	life?Given	article	text
hereLooking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorrow	and	discussing	our	strategies.	Seeing	someone	learn	to	like	his/her	first	name	is	both	heartbreaking	and	healing.	The	story	of	Gigi	and	Garrett	reminded	me	of	Hannah	and	Garrett's	in	that	they	constantly	build	each	other	up	and	make	each	other	feel	worthy.	In	most	next-generation
stories,	kids	try	to	be	like	their	parents.	But	Gigi's	character	was	different.	She	only	wanted	to	leave	Garrett's	shadow.	I	liked	her	perspective.Women's	hockey	representation	was	very	eye-opening.	Seeing	Gigi	struggle	and	the	differences	between	men's	and	women's	hockey	was	difficult	but	inspiring.	However,	I	felt	that	we	didn't	see	enough	of	it.
We	mostly	saw	Ryder	play,	but	not	much	else.	It	talked	about	the	great	women's	season	but	rarely	showed	it.The	plot	twist	with	Ryder	and	Gigi's	elopement	surprised	me	at	first.	But	I'm	glad	I	got	to	enjoy	it.	My	only	issue	was	that	it	felt	like	we	didn't	get	enough	information	about	Ryder's	summer	coaching	job.	He	wanted	a	position	under	Garrett
Graham	and	Jake	Conelly's	supervision,	which	led	to	him	talking	to	Gigi	more.	We	never	found	out	if	he	got	the	job.The	writing	was	incredible.	I	loved	how	realistic	the	text	messages	were	and	how	much	LGBTQ+	representation	there	was.	The	book	made	me	think	about	stereotypes	and	their	impact	on	athletes	like	male	hockey	players	who	are
gay.This	book	was	a	five-star	read.	I	loved	it	so	much	that	I'll	be	re-reading	it	several	times.	If	you're	a	fan	of	sports	romances	and	dual	povs,	please	read	this.The	connection	between	them	was	undeniable.	I	still	don't	get	why	it	took	so	long	to	tell	the	story.	A	shorter	book	would've	been	nice,	probably	around	300	pages	would've	sufficed.	Some	parts
felt	unnecessary	and	could've	been	condensed.	(Note:	The	original	text's	tone	and	language	have	been	preserved	while	making	minor	adjustments	for	clarity.)
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