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=================================== Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad's Passenger Service History The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad's passenger service history spans over a century, with its 125th anniversary approaching on February 24. In the early years, the railroad operated an extensive passenger train service along
its 170-mile route, with passenger train miles exceeding those of freight train miles in 1921 and 1930-1933. However, despite the growth in passenger services, revenues suffered a significant decline. Until around 1920, passenger revenues accounted for only 10-15% of freight revenues, whereas by 1950, this percentage had dwindled to just 2%. The
average trip length on the P & LE was also relatively short, standing at just 21 miles in 1920. During its peak period between 1910 and 1930, the P & LE operated 50 daily passenger trains on its Pittsburgh-Youngstown segment. Passengers could travel to various destinations, including Cleveland, Toledo, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, Buffalo, Toronto,
Albany, and Boston, through a network of agreements with other railroads. The P & LE's main station in Pittsburgh's South Side served as a hub for these through trains, which operated under the Capitol Limited, Columbian, and Ambassador names until Amtrak took over passenger rail services in 1971. Later, B & O/Chessie operated on the P & LE
between Rankin and McKeesport. Although the commuter train service ended in July 1985, passenger service resumed on the P & LE through the Capitol Limited, which has continued to operate on this route since its introduction in 1981.The original commuter train service in Pittsburgh was based out of McKees Rocks, PA, and operated between
Pittsburgh and College, PA. The first three passenger cars had an appearance similar to those used by the Espee Railroad. Further investigation revealed that these cars originated from the L. & N Railway. The last car in the sequence resembled a former C & O locomotive but its true origins remain unclear. Notably, another commuter rail service at

the time utilized the station on the other side of the Monongahela River and had an affiliation with the SP Railroad, which is also where the F7s used for the PATrain to Versailles came from. ===================================
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