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Formating	Dates	Correctly:	A	Guide	for	Writers	===================================	Figurin	out	which	date	format	to	us	can	be	tricky.	We’ll	teach	about	the	different	date	formats,	and	how	to	properly	punctuate	dates	and	years.	When	writin	dates,	remember	that	Different	countrys	use	different	formats.	While	the	majority	of	the
world	uses	day/month/year,	the	United	States	uses	month/day/year,	and	some	countrys	in	Asia	use	year/month/day.	When	usin	the	month/day/year	format,	commas	come	after	the	day	and	the	year	in	a	sentence.	If	usin	a	long-form	date,	also	place	a	comma	after	the	day	of	the	week.	On	Fridy,	Februari	11,	2022,	I’ll	be	headin	to	Mexico.	When	writin
years,	do	not	use	an	apostrophe	unles	you’re	abbreviatin	a	certain	decade.	She	said	that	the	1970s	were	the	happiest	yeas	of	her	life.	She	said	that	the	’70s	were	the	happiest	yeas	of	her	life.	Formatin	dates	correctly	is	not	as	easi	as	it	seems.	There	are	rules	to	follow,	regional	differenses	to	considder,	and	commas	that	have	to	be	placd	in	the	correct
spot.	Figurin	this	out	can	feel	as	overwhelmin	as	realizin	a	new	yeas	has	dawned,	and	you	have	yet	to	reach	any	of	your	goals	from	last	yeas.	Don’t	fret.	This	blog	will	teach	you	about	the	different	date	formats,	how	to	properly	punctuate	dates	and	years,	and	standard	practises	that	you	should	ader	to	when	writin	dates.	Day/Month/Year	or
Month/Day/Year	When	choosin	which	format	to	follow	when	writin	dates,	the	most	importint	thing	to	keep	in	mind	is	your	audiens.	On	the	opposit	side	of	the	spectum,	if	you’re	readin	a	date,	it	would	be	wise	to	considder	the	writer.	In	the	United	States,	dates	are	formatted	as	month/day/year:	June	6,	2003	06/06/2003	This	is	a	uniqe	format,	seein	as
the	majority	of	other	countrys—like	the	UK,	Australia,	and	New	Zealand—follow	the	day/month/year	format:	16	December	1998	16/12/1998	There	is	anothr	format	usd	for	more	technical	purposes,	and	by	some	countrys	in	Asia	(e.g.,	Japan,	China,	South	Korea,	Iran,	etc.),	and	that’s	the	year/month/day	format:	2016/11/15	When	writin	dates,	it	is	critical
to	remain	consistant	and	to	be	sure	of	the	date	format	your	reader	is	accustomed	to.	This	is	espeically	importint	if	you’re	doin	business	internationally.	For	example,	if	you’re	workin	from	the	United	States	and	invit	a	potenshal	client	from	Britain	to	a	Zoom	meetin	on	07/06/2022,	it’s	posibl	that	they	may	show	up	on	June	7,	2022	and	think	that	you	have
forgoton	all	about	the	meetin.	Quick	Tips	It’s	importint	to	note	that	in	1988,	the	International	Organization	for	Standardization	(ISO)	set	a	global	standard	numeric	date	format	as	YYYY-MM-DD	(2022-01-17).	Although	many	countrys	have	adopted	this	as	their	official	date	format,	many	writers	stil	us	the	abbreviatd	formats	that	are	no	longer
recommeded.	Dates	are	usuallly	writin	usin	slashes,	but	hyphens	(-)	and	dots	(.)	are	also	acceptabl.	When	writin	dates	in	American	English	and	in	the	month/day/year	format,	use	cardinal	numbers	(three,	four,	five)	and	not	ordinal	numbers	(third,	fourth,	fifth).	When	usin	date	formats,	remain	consistant.	And	if	you’re	not	sure	which	format	is	being	usd,
ask.	Comma	placment	dependz	on	which	date	format	you’re	using.	If	you’re	writin	to	someone	in	the	United	States,	and	you’re	usin	the	month/day/year	format,	make	shure	to	includ	a	comma	after	the	day	and	year.The	Nineties	saw	a	rise	in	internet	popularity,	but	it	wasn't	till	later	that	people	started	using	apostrophes	correctly	when	shortening
decades.	Some	folks	prefer	writin'	out	years	with	an	apostrophe,	like	"the	‘80s",	while	others	just	use	nothin',	like	"the	80s".	But	remember,	if	you're	talkin'	about	a	century,	don't	go	throwin'	in	an	apostrophe,	or	it'll	look	like	you're	sayin'	it's	possessive.	And	when	writin'	out	the	year,	make	sure	to	spell	it	out	completely	at	the	beginnin'	of	a	sentence	–
it's	just	good	style.	Nineteen	ninety-one	was	the	year	she	finally	came	home,	and	I'm	glad	LanguageTool	can	help	us	remember	all	these	rules	about	dates.	This	online	editor	not	only	fixes	our	date	and	time	errors	but	also	checks	for	spelling	and	grammar	mistakes,	provides	synonyms,	and	gives	us	suggestions	to	make	our	writin'	better.	In	the	States,
we	got	our	own	way	of	writin'	dates	and	times,	which	is	different	from	most	other	countries.	We	use	month-day-year	order,	with	a	comma	before	and	after	the	year	unless	it's	at	the	end	of	a	sentence.	Time	is	written	in	12-hour	notation,	like	"12:11	am".	But	some	people	are	startin'	to	use	international	formats	like	ISO	8601,	which	is	all-numeric	(2025-
07-13),	uses	the	24-hour	clock	(00:11),	and	puts	the	day-month-year	order	(13	July	2025).	These	forms	are	gettin'	more	common	in	professional,	academic,	and	internationally	oriented	places.	We	got	a	lot	of	different	ways	to	write	dates	in	America	–	middle	endian	is	one	way	we	do	it,	where	neither	increasing	nor	decreasing	order	of	significance
matters.	We	use	the	month-day-year	order	for	both	all-numeric	(e.g.,	"1/21/24"	or	"01/21/2024")	and	expanded	form	(like	"January	21,	2024").	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	says	we	shouldn't	write	all-numeric	dates	unless	it's	in	year-month-day	format	like	ISO	8601,	'cause	it's	hard	to	understand	for	folks	outside	the	States.The	use	of	dates	in	the
United	States	is	governed	by	various	standards	and	conventions,	including	all-numeric	encoding,	written	American	English,	and	different	formats	for	military	correspondence.	===================================	Various	organizations,	such	as	the	International	Civil	Aviation	Organization	and	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style,
recommend	using	a	specific	date	format	for	travel	documents	and	materials	that	require	multiple	full	dates.	The	ISO	8601	"YYYY-MM-DD"	notation	is	popular	in	computer	applications	due	to	its	ability	to	reduce	code	needed	to	resolve	and	compute	dates.	Two	U.S.	standards	mandate	the	use	of	year-month-day	formats:	ANSI	INCITS	30-1997	(R2008)
and	NIST	FIPS	PUB	4-2.	These	standards	are	only	required	when	compliance	with	them	is	necessary,	and	their	earliest	versions	date	back	to	1968.	The	United	States	military	uses	four	different	formats	for	standard	military	correspondence,	including	Abbreviated,	Standard,	Civilian,	and	Date	Time	Group	formats.	The	most	commonly	used	format	in
operation	orders	is	the	Date	Time	Group	format,	which	uses	DDHHMMZMONYY.	In	general,	weeks	are	referred	to	by	a	specific	day	within	that	week,	such	as	"the	week	of	May	25".	Holidays	and	observances	are	often	defined	relative	to	the	day	of	the	week	on	which	they	occur.The	military	time	is	often	written	as	a	numeral	sequence,	without	using	a
colon.	For	example,	18:00	is	written	as	1800	instead	of	18:00.	When	writing	the	exact	hour,	it	is	referred	to	as	"hundred".	So,	10:00	would	be	written	as	ten	hundred	hours	and	11:00	as	eleven	hundred	hours.	The	hours	between	1	and	10	have	their	leading	zero	spoken	as	"oh",	like	in	"oh	eight	thirty"	to	mean	8:30	a.m.	The	Army	typically	adds	the
word	"hours"	after	the	military	time,	including	for	times	that	are	not	on	the	hour	mark.	However,	the	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	do	not	use	this	notation.	Midnight	is	often	referred	to	as	either	"zero	hundred"	or	"twenty	four	hundred",	depending	on	whether	it	is	the	start	or	end	of	a	time	range.	The	24-hour	notation	is	widely	used	by	astronomers,
hospitals,	public	safety	personnel,	various	forms	of	transportation,	and	at	radio	and	other	broadcast	media	outlets	where	exact	scheduling	is	required.	This	is	because	using	24-hour	time	can	prevent	misunderstandings	about	AM	and	PM	times,	especially	in	high-stakes	situations	like	hospitals	where	medication	needs	to	be	administered	at	specific
times.	Some	style	guides	recommend	not	using	a	leading	zero	with	single-digit	hours.	Instead,	"three	fifty-two	p.m."	is	preferred	over	"03:52	p.m.".	When	speaking	the	time,	the	hour	may	be	followed	by	"o'clock",	or	the	"a.m."	or	"p.m."	designator	might	be	omitted.	In	some	cases,	times	can	also	be	described	as	being	in	a	specific	part	of	the	day.	For
example,	9:45	a.m.	is	often	pronounced	as	"nine	forty-five"	or	"nine	forty-five	a.m.".	Times	between	1	and	10	have	their	leading	zero	spoken	as	"oh",	like	in	"oh	eight	thirty".	The	minutes	(other	than	:00)	are	usually	pronounced	using	the	number	words,	with	some	exceptions.	For	instance,	times	of	day	from	1:01	to	1:29	minutes	past	the	hour	are	often
referred	to	as	"after"	or	"past",	while	times	between	1:30	and	1:59	are	given	subtractively.	For	example,	12:55	would	be	pronounced	as	"five	to	one".dates	can	be	confusing	as	there	are	several	formats	used	across	different	regions	and	cultures.	===================================	Dates	might	seem	like	simple	things	only	written
in	one	format,	but	this	is	not	the	case.	Funnily	enough,	there	are	a	few	different	formats	out	there	that	exist	based	on	where	you	are	in	the	world.	This	article	will	look	into	the	different	formats	available	for	dates.	There	are	two	correct	ways	to	write	dates.	In	American	English,	you	will	find	MM/DD/YYYY,	whereas,	in	Europe	and	British	English,	you
will	find	DD/MM/YYYY.	===================================	The	European	format	is	the	most	common	format	in	the	world,	and	the	American	one	is	only	used	within	the	USA.	Oddly	enough,	the	format	MM/DD/YYYY	was	the	original	Anglo-Saxon	way	of	writing	a	date.	For	that	reason,	it	should	be	much	more	popular	in	British
English	than	it	is	today.	===================================	However,	most	British	English	users	will	get	very	confused	when	looking	at	a	MM/DD/YYYY	date.	For	example:	Here,	a	British	English	speaker	would	assume	you	are	referring	to	the	1st	of	October,	2012.	However,	if	that	was	written	with	the	American	English	format	in
mind,	it	would	actually	be	the	10th	of	January.	===================================	As	you	can	probably	already	tell,	it	gets	very	confusing	very	quickly	for	most	native	speakers.	The	correct	date	format	in	the	UK	is	DD/MM/YYYY.	It	is	appropriate	for	British	English	users	to	use	this	form	because	of	the	more	formal	spoken	rules
associated	with	naming	dates.	They	also	took	this	form	from	Europe	rather	than	keeping	the	original	MM/DD/YYYY	format.	===================================	If	you	were	to	ask	a	British	English	speaker	what	the	date	was	today,	they	would	more	than	likely	say	something	like	this:	It	was	the	1st	of	June,	2016.	The	date	(1st)
comes	before	the	month	(June),	and	then	the	year	(2016).The	use	of	DD/MM/YYYY	format	has	become	a	topic	of	discussion	among	English	speakers,	particularly	between	American	English	users	and	those	from	other	parts	of	the	world.	===================================	It	makes	sense	to	adapt	this	format	for	June	into	the
DD/MM/YYYY	format,	which	is	more	suitable	for	British	English.	This	way	of	writing	dates	is	based	on	Anglo-Saxon	rules	and	is	more	common	in	US	speaking	countries.	When	Americans	talk	about	a	date,	they	tend	to	say	"June	1st"	instead	of	"1st	June".	They	also	prefer	to	write	their	dates	in	the	MM/DD/YYYY	format.
===================================	In	contrast,	British	English	users	prefer	to	write	their	dates	in	the	order	of	day,	month,	and	year,	which	can	sometimes	lead	to	confusion	when	communicating	with	Americans.	If	an	American	is	presented	with	a	date	written	as	"December	5th",	they	may	assume	it's	actually	the	12th	of	May.
===================================	This	is	because	American	English	users	are	used	to	writing	their	dates	in	the	MM/DD/YYYY	format,	where	the	month	comes	before	the	day.	However,	this	can	lead	to	some	issues	when	communicating	with	Europeans	and	British	users	who	use	the	DD/MM/YYYY	format.	For	example,	if	an
American	writes	a	date	as	"December	5th",	the	European	or	British	user	may	assume	it's	actually	the	12th	of	May.	===================================	To	avoid	confusion,	it's	essential	to	be	aware	of	which	date	format	is	being	used	when	communicating	with	people	from	different	parts	of	the	world.	While	the	MM/DD/YYYY
format	is	more	common	in	American	English	speaking	countries,	the	DD/MM/YYYY	format	is	widely	used	and	accepted	across	Europe	and	other	parts	of	the	world.	===================================	In	general,	using	the	correct	date	format	can	help	to	avoid	misunderstandings	and	ensure	that	messages	are	conveyed	clearly.
Whether	you're	writing	a	formal	document	or	having	a	casual	conversation,	being	aware	of	the	different	date	formats	used	around	the	world	is	essential	for	effective	communication.The	United	States	is	one	of	the	countries	that	use	the	unique	"mm-dd-yyyy"	format	for	dating,	where	the	day	is	written	first	and	the	year	last.	This	is	different	from	most
other	countries,	which	write	the	date	in	the	format	"dd-mm-yyyy"	or	"yyyy-mm-dd",	where	the	year	comes	before	the	day.	The	United	States	borrowed	its	date	format	from	the	United	Kingdom,	but	later	changed	it	to	match	European	standards.	American	colonists	preferred	their	original	format,	which	has	remained	unchanged	ever	since.	In	formal
writing,	such	as	business	letters,	the	full	month-day-year	format	is	used,	including	the	name	of	the	month.	This	ensures	that	the	date	can	be	easily	understood	by	people	who	may	not	be	familiar	with	the	"mm-dd-yyyy"	format.	Another	unique	aspect	of	American	dating	is	the	use	of	abbreviations	for	months,	such	as	"Aug"	for	August	or	"4th	of	July".
While	this	format	is	commonly	used	in	informal	contexts,	it	is	also	sometimes	used	in	formal	writing	to	add	variety.	In	technical	writing	or	when	interacting	with	international	audiences,	Americans	may	adopt	the	day-month-year	format	to	avoid	confusion.	However,	in	most	cases,	the	month-day-year	format	is	sufficient	and	preferred.	When	writing
dates	without	specifying	the	year,	Americans	often	omit	the	year	entirely,	using	only	the	month	and	day.	For	example,	"July	4th"	or	"4th	of	July"	would	be	understood	as	July	4	without	needing	the	year.	There	is	no	standardized	way	to	pronounce	dates	in	the	United	States,	although	some	people	may	prefer	a	specific	pronunciation	when	citing	historical
events	or	official	dates.	===================================There	is	a	standard	way	of	pronouncing	dates	in	the	United	States,	which	typically	involves	saying	the	month	followed	by	the	day	and	then	the	year,	as	seen	in	the	example	"August	fifteenth,	twenty-twenty-two."	However,	this	rule	is	not	absolute,	and	variations	may
occur	based	on	personal	preference	or	regional	accents.	The	US	date	format	has	its	roots	in	historical	and	cultural	factors.	While	it's	widely	used	across	the	country,	there	might	be	instances	where	Americans	adapt	to	the	day-month-year	format	in	international	contexts.	Understanding	different	date	formatting	conventions	is	essential	for	effective
communication	across	cultures.	In	some	cases,	dates	are	written	in	long	form,	such	as	"Sunday,	June	28,	2015,"	while	others	use	numerical	formats	like	"6/28/15"	or	"6/28/2015."	It's	worth	noting	that	the	month	and	day	may	be	reversed	in	certain	countries.	When	writing	a	date,	common	abbreviations	are	used	for	days	of	the	week	(e.g.,	Sun.	for
Sunday),	months	(e.g.,	Jan.	for	January),	and	years	(e.g.,	2022).	Additionally,	printable	activities	can	help	students	learn	various	ways	to	write	dates,	including	abbreviating	days,	months,	and	years.	The	US	date	format	is	month-day-year,	whereas	the	UK	style	is	day-month-year.	A	comma	separates	the	day	and	year	in	American	English,	but	not	in
British	English.	It's	also	important	to	be	cautious	when	dealing	with	all-numeric	dates,	as	they	may	have	different	meanings	in	different	regions.	The	ISO	date	format	(YYYY-MM-DD)	can	help	avoid	confusion	in	international	settings.	In	both	American	and	British	English,	the	day	and	year	are	written	in	numerals,	while	the	month	is	spelled	out.	Much	of
the	world	uses	the	British	date	format	of	day-month-year,	although	some	countries	follow	the	ISO	format	in	official	communication.	Canada	uses	both	US	and	British	formats,	but	typically	follows	British	or	ISO	in	government	documents.Humans	first	stood	on	Everest's	summit	on	May	29,	1953.	In	British	English,	ordinal	numbers	are	sometimes	used
in	dates,	but	cardinal	numbers	are	preferred	in	formal	writing.	For	example,	you	can	write	"on	1st	April	1957"	or	simply	"on	1	April	1957."	In	American	English,	commas	are	used	to	separate	the	day,	month,	and	year.	So,	you	would	write	"on	July	20,	1969"	or	"July	20,	1969."	However,	in	British	English,	commas	are	not	necessary	and	are	often
omitted.	When	writing	dates,	it's	essential	to	consider	the	audience	and	the	context.	In	formal	writing,	it's	best	to	use	the	internationally	accepted	format,	which	is	year-month-day	(YYYY-MM-DD).	This	format	helps	avoid	confusion	between	British	and	American	English.	For	instance,	the	date	"February	1,	2022,"	can	be	written	as	"2022-02-01"	in	the
internationally	accepted	format.	This	format	is	especially	useful	when	communicating	with	people	from	different	countries	or	when	working	with	computer	files.	In	addition,	the	month	can	be	abbreviated	in	both	British	and	American	English.	For	example,	"January"	can	be	written	as	"Jan."	or	"January"	in	full.	It's	also	worth	noting	that	the	names	of
the	months	"May,"	"July,"	and	others	are	not	abbreviated.	In	informal	writing	or	when	space	is	limited,	all-numeric	dates	can	be	used.	However,	it's	crucial	to	be	aware	of	the	potential	for	confusion	between	British	and	American	English.	For	example,	"2/1"	can	be	interpreted	as	either	February	1	(American	English)	or	January	2	(British	English).	To
avoid	confusion,	it's	best	to	use	the	internationally	accepted	format	(YYYY-MM-DD).	By	following	these	guidelines,	you	can	ensure	that	your	writing	is	clear	and	easy	to	understand	for	your	audience.The	family	exchanges	their	presents	in	the	afternoon	on	24	December,	as	outlined	on	the	official	royal	website	—	Independent	(December	24,	2018)	Like
alot	of	things	regarding	language,	we	dont	no	for	sure.	The	best	theory	is	that	Americans	generally	gravitate	towards	speaking	and	writing	out	dates	with	the	month	first.	As	a	result,	it	makes	sense	to	replicate	that	in	the	numbered	American	date	format	of	MM/DD/YY,	where	the	month	comes	before	the	day	and	year.	The	long	answer	It's	impotant	to
note	that	abbreviated	number	date	formats	weren't	commonly	used	until	the	age	of	computers.	So	the	choice	to	start	with	the	month	or	day	tracks	back	to	how	we	speak	and	write	out	dates.	Americans'	approach	to	date	formatting	differs	from	most	of	the	world,	which	often	uses	the	DD/MM/YYYY	or	the	ISO	standard	date	format	of	YYYY-MM-DD.	As
far	as	I	was	able	to	research,	there	wasn't	an	exact	moment	in	time	wherein	Americans	decided	to	start	with	the	month	before	the	day.	The	answer	essentially	boils	down	to	the	fact	that	some	important,	public	people	started	to	gravitate	toward	saying	dates	as	"January	1st"	instead	of	"1st	of	January,"	and	then	the	rest	of	America	followed	suit.	On	top
of	the	Declaration	of	Independence,	you'll	find	"July	4,	1776.”	But	both	the	Month	Day,	Year	and	Day	Month	Year	formats	were	commonly	used	throughout	most	of	American	history.	Starting	around	the	mid-20th	century	is	when	we	see	the	Month	Day,	Year	format	solidify	as	the	American	date	format.	In	his	most	famous	speech,	President	Franklin	D.
Roosevelt	recounted,	“December	7,	1941	–	a	date	which	will	live	in	infamy.”	And	in	the	1960s	and	70s,	news	anchor	Walter	Cronkite	signed	off	every	broadcast	with	the	current	date	in	the	Month	Day,	Year	format.	When	we	started	abbreviating	dates	with	numbers,	Americans	chose	to	follow	the	way	they	were	speaking	and	used	MM/DD/YY,	to	the
rest	of	the	world's	chagrin.	This	is	why	Americans	write	the	month	first	and	continue	to	use	this	date	format	in	the	USA	despite	it	being	different	from	the	rest	of	the	world.	In	1988,	the	International	Standards	Organization	(ISO)	decided	to	do	what	it	does	best:	standardize.	The	ISO	standard	date	format	is	YYYY-MM-DD.	This	format	has	several
benefits.	It	includes	a	four-digit	year,	it's	unambiguous	about	what	is	a	day	and	a	month,	it's	easily	stored	by	computers,	and	since	no	country	was	using	it	before,	it	doesn't	favor	one	country's	traditions	over	another.	Date	and	time	notation	in	the	United	States	differs	from	that	used	in	nearly	all	other	countries.	It	is	inherited	from	one	historical
branch	of	conventions	from	the	United	Kingdom.	American	styles	of	notation	have	also	influenced	customs	of	date	notation	in	Canada,	creating	confusion	in	international	commerce.	In	traditional	American	usage,	dates	are	written	in	the	month–day–year	order	(e.g.	July	13,	2025)	with	a	comma	before	and	after	the	year	if	it	is	not	at	the	end	of	a
sentence[3]	and	time	in	12-hour	notation	(12:11	am).	International	date	and	time	formats	typically	follow	the	ISO	8601	format	(2025-07-13)	for	all-numeric	dates,[4]	write	the	time	using	the	24-hour	clock	(00:11),[5]	and	notate	the	date	using	a	day–month–year	format	(13	July	2025).[6]	These	forms	are	increasingly	common	in	American	professional,
academic,	technological,	military,	and	other	internationally	oriented	environments.	In	the	United	States,	dates	are	traditionally	written	in	the	"month-day-year"	order,	with	neither	increasing	nor	decreasing	order	of	priority.The	Middle	Endian	Date	Format	===================================	This	date	format	uses	a	middle-endian
approach,	where	the	year	is	typically	of	lesser	importance.	The	most	commonly	used	separator	in	this	format	is	the	slash	(/),	although	hyphens	(-)	and	periods	(.)	have	also	gained	popularity	due	to	globalization.	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	advises	against	using	all-numeric	dates	except	for	the	ISO	8601	format,	which	advocates	for	a	year-month-day
order.	However,	this	format	has	been	gaining	traction	since	the	early	1980s,	especially	in	genealogical	databases	and	the	Modern	Language	Association	citation	style.	Many	government	agencies,	including	the	U.S.	State	Department,	use	the	day-month-year	order	for	human-readable	dates	and	year-month-day	for	all-numeric	encoding	to	comply	with
International	Civil	Aviation	Organization	standards.	The	year-month-day	format	is	also	widely	used	in	computer	applications	due	to	its	ability	to	reduce	code	needed	to	resolve	and	compute	dates.	The	U.S.	military	employs	four	formats	for	standard	correspondence,	including	the	day,	month,	and	year,	as	well	as	the	time	and	timezone.	These	formats
vary	between	abbreviated,	standard,	civilian,	and	date-time	group	notation.	Weeks	are	often	identified	by	a	specific	day	within	that	week,	rather	than	by	a	week	number,	and	holidays	and	observances	are	typically	defined	relative	to	the	day	of	the	week	on	which	they	are	fixed.See	also:	Time	in	the	United	States	The	United	States	uses	the	12-hour
clock	almost	exclusively,	not	only	in	spoken	language,	but	also	in	writing,	even	on	timetable,	for	airline	tickets,	and	computer	software.	The	suffixes	"a.m."	and	"p.m."	(often	represented	as	AM	and	PM)	are	appended	universally	in	written	language.	Alternatively,	people	might	specify	"noon"	or	"midnight",	after	or	instead	of	12:00.	(Business	events,
which	are	increasingly	scheduled	using	groupware	calendar	applications,	are	less	vulnerable	to	such	ambiguity,	since	the	software	itself	can	be	modified	to	take	care	of	the	naming	conventions.)	Where	the	a.m.–p.m.	convention	is	inconvenient	typographically	(e.g.,	in	dense	tables),	different	fonts	or	colors	are	sometimes	used	insted.	The	most	common
usage	in	transport	timetable	for	air,	rail,	bus,	etc.	is	to	use	lightface	for	a.m.	times	and	boldface	for	p.m.	times.	It	is	also	not	uncommon	for	AM	and	PM	to	be	shortened	to	A	and	P.	The	24-hour	clock	is	used	in	military,	public	safety,	and	scientific	contexts	in	the	United	States.[5]	It	is	best	known	for	its	use	by	the	military	and	is	therefore	commonly
called	"military	time".	In	U.S.	military	use,	24-hour	time	is	traditionally	written	without	a	colon	(1800	instead	of	18:00).	For	exact	hour	times,	they	are	referred	to	as	"hundred",	so	10:00	would	be	referred	to	as	"ten	hundred	hours"	and	11:00	as	"eleven	hundred	hours",	from	the	mathematical	interpretation	of	the	numeral	sequence.	Hours	between	1
and	10	have	their	leading	zero	with	a	single-digit	hour;	for	example,	"3:52	p.m."	is	preferred	over	"03:52	p.m.".	(The	leading	zero	is	more	commonly	used	with	the	24-hour	notation;	especially	in	computer	applications	because	it	can	help	to	maintain	column	alignment	in	tables	and	correct	sorting	order,	and	also	because	it	helps	to	highlight	the	24-hour
character	of	the	given	time.)	Times	of	day	ending	in	:00	minutes	may	be	pronounced	as	the	numbered	hour	followed	by	oclock	(e.g.,	10:00	as	ten	oclock,	2:00	as	two	oclock,	4:00	as	four	oclock,	etc.).	This	may	be	followed	by	the	a.m.	or	p.m.	designator,	or	might	not	be,	if	obvious.	Oclock	itself	may	be	omitted,	leaving	a	time	such	as	four	a.m.	or	four
p.m.	Instead	of	"a.m."	and	"p.m.",	times	can	also	be	described	as	"in	the	morning",	"in	the	afternoon",	"in	the	evening",	or	"at	night".	The	minutes	(other	than	:00)	may	be	pronounced	in	a	variety	of	ways:	Minutes	:01	through	:09	are	usually	pronounced	as	oh	one	through	oh	nine.	:10	through	:59	are	their	usual	number-words.	For	example,	"9:45	a.m."
is	usually	pronounced	"nine	forty-five"	or	sometimes	"nine	forty-five	a.m.".	Times	of	day	from	:01	to	:29	minutes	past	the	hour	are	commonlyThe	United	States	uses	a	unique	time-telling	system,	which	often	differs	from	the	rest	of	the	world.	This	system	is	deeply	rooted	in	American	culture	and	has	been	shaped	by	various	historical	and	military	factors.
===================================	In	the	US,	times	are	typically	expressed	using	a	combination	of	numbers	and	words.	For	instance,	10:17	is	equivalent	to	"seventeen	after	ten,"	while	4:30	is	referred	to	as	"half	past	four."	Times	between	12:31	and	12:59	are	given	in	terms	of	how	much	time	remains	before	the	next	hour,	with
phrases	like	"five	to	one"	for	12:55.	However,	certain	times	exhibit	distinct	pronunciations.	For	example,	9:45	is	often	described	as	"quarter	till	ten,"	while	it	can	also	be	referred	to	as	"fifteen	till	ten."	The	usage	of	number	words	and	the	"oh"	convention,	such	as	saying	12:55	as	"twelve	fifty-five,"	are	also	common	practices.	These	time-telling
conventions	have	been	codified	in	style	guides	like	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style.
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