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his first appearance in 1990, Mr. Bean has become a bona fide worldwide hit, and it's fair to say everyone loves the odd, ramshackle character and his best friend Teddy. Here are 15 fun facts all about Mr. Bean and his weird ways! Did you know, for example, that the character is now over 30 years old? Or that he was almost called Mr. Cauliflower? Read on and find out which of these Mr. Bean facts you knew, and which were a total surprise! Or rather, the concept is 30, Mr. Bean is a bit older than that! Yes, it's been 30 years since Mr. Bean's debut.
According to Rowan Atkinson, who plays him, the idea of a character who didn't speak but just pulled funny faces came to him when he had to think of an act very quickly before a performance. He practised some faces in the mirror and voila, the concept of Mr. Bean was born Before he was a world famous icon and TV legend, Mr. Bean was tested out on live audiences at festivals like the Edinburgh Fringe and Just For Laughs in Montreal, Canada. The character must have been a bit because he went on to have his own TV show not long after! Atkinson has
said that he was inspired by several other slapstick performers, the chief being Jacques Tati, a French actor and comedian whom Atkinson grew up watching. Tati was famous for his character Mr. Hulot, who had a funny walk, a pipe and a bicycle. Other inspirations included another French character, Inspector Clouseau from the Pink Panther series, played by Peter Sellars, who was equally bumbling and inept. The British 2012 Olympics opening ceremony was memorable for lots of reasons - it had James Bond, the queen parachuting in, a speedboat, a history
of Britain and a tribute to the NHS. But most people definitely remember Mr. Bean's part as the keyboard player in the orchestra performing Chariots of Fire. In the sketch, he gets bored of his one note and falls asleep, imagining himself as a runner like in the film. Over the years, many people have wondered what Mr. Bean's first name could be - he never says it, obviously, so all we know if that his last name is Bean. Sharp eyed viewers will have noticed however, that when his passport is briefly glimpsed at one point, it does have his first name on it! And that
name is? Mr. As in, Mr. Bean. Or maybe Mr. Mr. Bean? You might also notice that he shares a birthday with Rowan Atkinson. Mr. Bean wasn't always called Mr. Bean. Atkinson tested out a few different options before finally settling on the one we all know and love. Mr. Bean was going to be 'Mr. Cauliflower' or maybe 'Mr. White'. We're not sure why he wanted a vegetable name, but we can all agree Mr. Bean is the one that works best! Mr. Bean is popular in Britain, but it's even more popular throughout the rest of the world, having been broadcast in nearly
200 territories and selling millions of copies globally. The key to his success is almost certainly the fact that all the comedy is physical, and not verbal. This means it doesn't have to be translated, and that jokes don't get lost on the way. Mr. Bean's universal language of silliness has proved that everyone everywhere loves a bit of slapstick. Mr. Bean is the quintessential idiot - he's clumsy, selfish, silly and completely oblivious to the trouble he causes. Oddly enough, he's the exact opposite of Rowan Atkinson's other most popular character, Edmund Blackadder.
Blackadder is know for being sarcastic, witty, cutting and cynical, and lots of his humour comes from him being the only smart man in the room. It's kind of funny that Atkinson has mastered both ends of the comedy spectrum like this! Crazy as it seems, there were only ever 14 episodes of the original show made! Considering the longevity of the character, this is pretty impressive, and there must be something truly magical about those 14 episodes that made them so memorable. Similarly to another popular comedy hit, Fawtly Towers, Mr. Bean's show is so
etched in the public mindset that we forget how little of it was ever made! Of course, there wasn't just the TV show. Mr. Bean had two movies in total, the first one being Bean: The Ultimate Disaster Movie or Bean: The Movie. In the film, Mr. Bean is a gallery attendant at the National Gallery, and obviously it doesn't take long for things to go wrong. The film was very successful, making over $250 million worldwide. Some of the critics thought it was a bit too long, though, but that hasn't stopped it becoming a classic! No one can deny that Mr. Bean is a very
strange man. But some people reckon that the reason for this oddness is that he's actually an alien! In the original series, Mr. Bean is seen falling from the sky and also being sucked back up into the sky on several occasions, suggesting that he may have come from out of this world. Rowan Atkinson has even acknowledged this and the fact that there is something more than a little extra terrestrial about Mr. Bean. Who knows for sure? Your parents may be old enough to remember Blind Date, a TV hit from the 90s where contestants would battle it out to win
the chance of a date with another contestant. Hosted by Liverpudlian legend Cilla Black, the show was a huge hit, and in a 1993 special for Comic Relief Mr. Bean tries his luck on the show, coming up against bachelor number 2, celeb and actor Alan Cumming. Surprisingly, Mr. Bean beats out the more charming Cumming. The date itself doesn't go all that well though... Mr. Bean found new life in 2002 with a brand new animated show. The show, like the one before it, follows Mr. Bean and his everyday adventures. Mr. Bean is still voiced by Rowan Atkinson,
although 'voiced' might not be the right word, as he only tends to talk in mumbles and noises! Other characters include his grumpy landlady, a Mr. Bean double called Mr. Pod, and the Queen! After his Olympic appearance in 2012 it was announced that the character would be retiring, after nearly 25 years of shows, movies and appearances. Rowan Atkinson has said that he thinks the older he gets, the odder Mr. Bean's behaviour is, plus he's not up for as much slapstick and physical comedy as he used to be! Mr. Bean has made one appearance since then,
however, in a Red Nose Day sketch and a Chinese film, so who knows, maybe there will be more Mr. Bean in future! Mr. Bean wouldn't be seen without Teddy, his beloved best friend - and occasional victim. Although Mr. Bean claims to love Teddy, his treatment of him isn't always that nice, and he often ends up with several injuries! The original Teddy was donated to a teddy bear museum after the show finished filming, although when the museum closed in 2008 he was sold at auction, fetching £180. We think that's a bit measly for a star like Teddy! Share —
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on the stage.Shout! FactoryThough it was on January 1, 1990 that Mr. Bean made its television debut on England’s ITV, Rowan Atkinson began developing the character more than a decade earlier, while he was pursuing his master’s degree in electrical engineering. “I was asked in my first term at Oxford to do a sketch in this one-night show at the Oxford Playhouse and I'd never written anything,” Atkinson recalls in The Story of Mr. Bean, a feature on Shout! Factory's The Whole Bean DVD. “I'm not really naturally a writer, so I just had to invent sort of five
minutes of something at 48 hours’ notice. I just stood in front of the mirror and started to mess about with my face. And this strange, surreal, sort of non-speaking character evolved.”2. Only 14 episodes of Mr. Bean were ever produced.Even the most dedicated fans have trouble reconciling the fact that only 14 episodes of the live-action series were ever produced. It did, of course, spawn two movies, an animated series (which returned to British television in 2015), a video game, and some books, including Mr. Bean’s Definitive and Extremely Marvelous Guide
to France.3. Mr. Bean was broadcast in nearly 200 countries around the world.Shout! FactoryBecause the bulk of the comedy is physical, not narrative, Mr. Bean has not gotten lost in translation. “There doesn’t seem to be a country in the world, or not that I have visited, or indeed none that I have heard of, who don't seem to get him, who don’t seem to understand and enjoy the character of Mr. Bean,” Atkinson told ABC. “I think, and I've always assumed, it’s because he’s basically a child trapped in a man’s body."4. Rowan Atkinson has faith in his face.While
the beginning of Mr. Bean started by looking in the mirror, Atkinson decided to put faith in what he was doing with his face following that first successful performance at Oxford. “In the sketch the following Sunday, I just went through a whole lot of facial expressions,” Atkinson said in a BBC World Service radio interview. “I'm not sure whether there was a particular narrative, a logic to it, but I did my best and it certainly solicited laughter. But since then, I've hardly ever looked at my face ... I hope it’s doing what I think it’s doing.”5. Love Actually director
Richard Curtis developed Mr. Bean with Rowan Atkinson.Atkinson’s creative partner at the time, and the man who helped develop the character of Mr. Bean, was writer-director-producer Richard Curtis. The two collaborated on Not the Nine O’Clock News and Blackadder before Mr. Bean ever hit the airwaves. Curtis would later make the jump to the big screen as the writer of Four Weddings and a Funeral, Notting Hill, and Bridget Jones’s Diary, and the writer-director of Love Actually, The Boat That Rocked, and About Time. (Which explains Atkinson’s
cameo in Love Actually.)6. Rowan Atkinson was inspired by Jacques Tati.Shout! FactoryOver the years, Atkinson has repeatedly cited French comedian Jacques Tati as one of the great influences on Mr. Bean. “My interest in physical comedy was from discovering a film by Jacques Tati called Mr. Hulot’s Holiday,” Atkinson says in The Story of Bean. “It just struck a chord with me. I so admired it, because it was an uncompromising comic attitude and setting that I really admired.”7. Mr. Bean doesn’t speak in French either.Before he made his small-screen debut,
Atkinson tried out the Mr. Bean character on the audience at the Just For Laughs festival in Montreal, Quebec. In order to ensure that the character’s near-silent comedy would translate, he requested to perform for a French-speaking audience as opposed to the English-speaking attendees.8. Mr. Bean could have been named after another vegetable.It wasn’t until shortly before Mr. Bean hit the airwaves (and after production had already begun) that the character actually got his name. Originally, he was going to be called Mr. White. Then the show’s creators
began throwing around some vegetable names, and considered Mr. Cauliflower before deciding on Mr. Bean.9. Mr. Bean is the man who likes toilets. Mr. Bean doesn’t speak often, but when he does the voice he uses is the same one Atkinson used to voice “The Man Who Likes Toilets” sketch on Not the Nine O’Clock News.10. Rowan Atkinson thinks Mr. Bean is an anarchist.Atkinson often refers to the character of Mr. Bean as “a child in a grown man’s body.” And in a 2003 interview with IGN, he called him “sort of such a natural anarchist. But at the same
time, Mr. Bean is a very, very self-contained character because he's so sort-of introspective and so selfish and self-centered that there's no particular need to have another person in the scene to make him funny.”11. Yes, Rowan Atkinson really can wiggle his ears. Mr. Bean's legendary ear wiggle is one trait Atkinson has in common with his on-screen alter ego. While promoting Mr. Bean’s Holiday, ABC’s David Stratton asked “perhaps the most crucial question of the entire interview: can you really wiggle your ears?” To which Atkinson simply replied, “Yes, I
can.”12. Mr. Bean performed at the Olympics.When London hosted the Summer Olympics in 2012, Mr. Bean was on hand for the opening ceremony, where he ushered in the games with a rendition of “Chariots of Fire.”13. Rowan Atkinson retired the role in late 2012.Shout! FactoryIn an interview with The Telegraph in November of 2012, Atkinson admitted that Mr. Bean’s time was coming to an end. “The stuff that has been most commercially successful for me—basically quite physical, quite childish—I increasingly feel I'm going to do a lot less of,” Atkinson
said. “Apart from the fact that your physical ability starts to decline, I also think someone in their fifties being childlike becomes a little sad. You've got to be careful.”14. In 2015, Mr. Bean rose again—for a funeral.Never say never: On March 13, 2015 a brand-new Mr. Bean sketch, “The Funeral,” premiered to celebrate Comic Relief, and in honor of Bean’s 25th anniversary.15. Mr. Bean'’s creators could not have predicted its success.When asked about Mr. Bean'’s enduring appeal during a BBC World Service radio interview earlier this year, executive producer
Peter Bennett-Jones said, “I don’t think anyone could have anticipated quite how successful and long-lived it would be. Coming up to 25 years is an extraordinary thought since we first went on air on January 1, 1990. Mr. Bean’s been very good to us all, so we love Mr. Bean. Signed in Existing password New password Submit Updating your password... Success! > Upcoming Movies and TV shows Rotten Tomatoes Podcast Media News + More Sign me up No thanks By clicking "Sign Me Up," you are agreeing to receive occasional emails and communications
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