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The	Apothecary	Diaries	is	a	Japanese	light	novel	series	written	by	Natsu	Hyga	that	was	first	published	in	2011.	It	gained	popularity	and	was	later	acquired	by	Shufunotomo,	who	released	it	in	hardcover	form	in	2012	and	then	republished	it	as	a	light	novel	series	in	2014.	The	series	has	been	adapted	into	a	manga	series,	which	was	published	in	May
2017,	and	an	anime	produced	by	Toho	Animation	Studio	and	OLM	that	premiered	in	October	2023.Since	neither	the	light	novel/manga	nor	the	anime	are	complete,	fans	can	still	enjoy	a	significant	amount	of	content.	However,	as	the	series	is	primarily	composed	of	light	novels,	it	does	not	follow	traditional	narrative	arcs	like	manga	series	do.	The
Apothecary	Diaries	has	been	divided	into	14	volumes	of	light	novels	and	12	volumes	of	manga.To	help	readers	navigate	the	series,	we	will	provide	an	overview	of	each	light	novel	volume	at	a	glance:1.	Vol.	1:	August	29,	2014,	ISBN	(JP):	978-4-07-298198-6,	English	Release:	February	14,	2021,	ISBN	(EN):	978-1-71-836118-82.	Vol.	2:	January	31,	2015,
ISBN	(JP):	978-4-07-410821-3,	English	Release:	June	3,	2021,	ISBN	(EN):	978-1-71-836120-13.	Vol.	3:	September	14,	2015,	ISBN	(JP):	978-4-07-401176-6,	English	Release:	May	9,	2022,	ISBN	(EN):	978-1-71-836126-34.	Vol.	4:	November	30,	2015,	ISBN	(JP):	978-4-07-420788-6,	English	Release:	October	10,	2022,	ISBN	(EN):	978-1-71-836128-7The
series	follows	the	story	of	Maomao,	a	young	girl	raised	by	her	apothecary	father	who	is	unexpectedly	kidnapped	and	sold	into	service	at	the	rear	palace.	She	possesses	a	quick	wit,	sharp	mind,	and	extensive	knowledge	of	medicine,	making	her	an	asset	to	the	palace	staff.To	fully	appreciate	the	series,	readers	should	follow	the	release	order	of	all
chapters,	as	it	aligns	with	the	evolution	of	the	plot.	With	14	volumes	of	light	novels	and	12	volumes	of	manga	available,	fans	can	enjoy	a	vast	amount	of	content	from	The	Apothecary	Diaries.Kusuriya	no	Hitorigoto	is	a	Japanese	drama,	mystery,	romance	light	novel	series	written	by	Natsu	Hyuga.	The	story	takes	place	in	an	alternate	reality	of	the	Ming
dynasty	and	follows	Maomao,	a	young	girl	trained	by	her	apothecary	father	before	being	sold	to	the	emperor's	palace.The	Apothecary	Diaries	Season	Premiere	Date	Second	season	of	The	Apothecary	Diaries	premiered	in	January	2025.	Set	in	Imperial	China	during	Tang	dynasty,	series	is	based	on	fictional	country.	Story	revolves	around	Maomao,
young	girl	who	was	kidnapped	and	sold	as	servant.	She	retains	curious	personality	and	aim	to	complete	her	servitude	period.	After	emperor's	newborns	fall	ill,	she	investigates	cause	using	apothecary	skills.Her	actions	attract	Jinshi,	influential	eunuch,	leading	him	to	solve	mysteries	for	royal	court.	Maomao	is	main	character,	daughter	of	apothecary
who	lives	on	outskirts	city.	She	provides	services	to	brothel	and	courtesans	in	capital.	After	being	kidnapped,	she	becomes	part	of	palace	intrigue	using	knowledge	of	poisons	and	medicine.Jinshi	is	eunuch	who	runs	administration	of	rear	palace.	He	is	attracted	to	Maomao,	but	she	does	not	reciprocate	feelings.	Instead,	she	prefers	spending	time
testing	poisons	and	medicines	on	herself.	Jinshi	also	has	secret	identity	as	emperor's	younger	brother	while	consuming	anaphrodisiacs	daily.Gyokuy,	Precious	Consort,	is	one	of	emperor's	four	high-ranking	concubines.	She	supports	Maomao	and	Jinshi,	taking	Maomao	as	Lady-in-waiting	after	warning	her	about	poisoned	makeup.The	concubines	of	the
emperor	are	known	as	the	Wise	Consort,	Virtuous	Consort,	Pure	Consort,	and	the	others.	The	Wise	Consort	is	a	high-ranking	concubine	with	dark	blue	hair	who	gave	birth	to	the	emperor's	heir	but	suffered	from	a	poisoned	makeup	incident	that	nearly	killed	her	son	and	herself.	After	recovering	from	her	illness,	she	became	more	friendly	towards
Maomao	and	later	gave	birth	to	a	healthy	son.	She	resides	in	the	Crystal	Pavilion.The	Virtuous	Consort	is	also	one	of	the	high-ranking	concubines,	known	for	being	the	youngest	among	them.	Due	to	political	reasons,	she	becomes	the	mother-in-law	of	the	Pure	Consort,	causing	some	tension	within	the	palace.	Despite	having	food	allergies,	her	condition
was	initially	misunderstood	by	her	ladies-in-waiting	who	thought	her	to	be	picky	about	food.	She	later	resides	in	the	Diamond	Pavilion.The	Pure	Consort	is	a	close	friend	of	Lishu	and	has	a	strong	bond	with	her.	It	is	implied	that	she	is	the	mother	of	Jinshi	but	later	leaves	the	rear	palace	for	a	detached	palace	in	the	south.	Ah-Duo's	replacement,
Loulan/Shisui,	takes	on	this	role	as	the	new	Pure	Consort.Loulan/Shisui	is	an	aloof	individual	who	does	not	seem	to	care	about	much	and	has	many	ladies-in-waiting	who	seem	to	overshadow	the	emperor's	favorite	concubine.	She	enjoys	dressing	up	as	a	servant	girl	and	has	a	fascination	for	plants	and	insects.	Meanwhile,	Jinshi,	the	emperor's	heir,
seeks	guidance	from	his	loyal	attendant,	Gaoshun.Maomao's	interactions	with	Guen,	the	palace	doctor,	begin	on	a	rocky	note	but	eventually	lead	to	him	becoming	more	accepting	of	her.	Their	friendship	becomes	stronger	over	time.	Other	notable	characters	include	Jiaojiao,	Lihaku,	Xiaolan,	and	Hongniang	who	all	contribute	to	the	complexities	within
the	palace.In	the	Jade	Pavilion,	Hongniang	serves	as	head	lady-in-waiting	to	the	Emperor.	Yinghua,	a	young	and	cheerful	attendants,	quickly	befriends	Maomao,	while	Basen,	Gaoshun's	straight-laced	second	son,	is	one	of	Jinshi's	most	reliable	attendants.	Kanan,	Lishu's	former	food	taster	and	newly	promoted	head	lady-in-waiting,	is	her	only	ally	in	the
Diamond	Pavilion.Fengming,	Ah-Duo's	lead	lady-in-waiting,	comes	from	an	apiary-owning	family	with	a	secret	that	makes	Lishu	wary	of	her.	Suiren,	Jinshi's	chief	lady-in-waiting	and	Empress	Anshi's	most	trusted	attendant,	is	also	Ah-Duo's	mother.Lakan,	the	tactician	of	the	emperor's	army,	is	a	face-blind	official	who	is	also	Maomao's	biological	father
and	Luomen's	nephew.	His	subordinate,	Rikuson,	has	been	sent	to	assist	Gyokuyou.Shin,	the	head	lady-in-waiting	of	the	Crystal	Pavilion,	is	Lihua's	jealous	cousin	who	ignored	Maomao's	warning	about	poisoned	face	powder,	leading	to	a	tragic	outcome.	Shenlu,	an	older	maid	with	limited	medical	knowledge,	works	in	the	Rear	Palace	Clinic	and	knows
of	Maomao's	healing	abilities.Other	characters	include	Anshi,	the	empress	dowager	who	gave	birth	to	the	current	emperor;	Haku-u,	Koku-u,	and	Seki-u,	Gyokuyou's	new	ladies-in-waiting	from	their	hometown.The	courtesans	at	the	Verdigris	House	brothel	are	often	indistinguishable	from	one	another	due	to	their	identical	appearances,	so	they	wear
distinctive	headbands.	Lahan,	voiced	by	Toshiyuki	Toyonaga	(Japanese)	and	Caleb	Yen	(English),	is	Lakan's	biological	nephew	and	Maomao's	cousin,	whom	Lakan	adopted	as	his	official	heir.	He	is	a	shrewd,	observant,	and	cunning	young	man	like	his	uncle.	Madam,	voiced	by	Kimiko	Sait	(Japanese)	and	Wendy	Powell	(English),	owns	the	Verdigris
House	brothel	and	treats	Maomao	like	a	granddaughter,	having	a	deal	with	her	not	to	make	her	a	courtesan	as	long	as	she	brings	in	wealthy	clients	from	the	rear	palace.The	"Three	Princesses"	are	famous	courtesans	at	the	Verdigris	House	where	Maomao	grew	up.	Pairin,	voiced	by	Ami	Koshimizu	(Japanese)	and	Ciarn	Strange	(English),	is	the	eldest
and	most	prominent	princess,	renowned	for	her	sensuality	and	fiery	demeanor.	She	forms	a	romantic	relationship	with	Lihaku	but	can	be	aggressive	if	her	desires	are	not	satisfied.	Having	served	as	Maomao's	wet	nurse,	Pairin	has	a	maternal	attitude	towards	her.Meimei,	voiced	by	Megumi	Han	(Japanese)	and	Rebecca	Danae	(English),	is	the	second-
youngest	princess,	skilled	in	poetry	and	board	games	due	to	her	role	as	Fengxian's	former	apprentice.	Joka,	voiced	by	Hiroki	Nanami	(Japanese)	and	Monica	Flatley	(English),	is	the	youngest	princess,	aloof	and	reserved,	who	dislikes	men	and	refuses	to	sleep	with	them.Fengxian,	voiced	by	Houko	Kuwashima	(Japanese)	and	Caitlin	Glass	(English),	is
Maomao's	biological	mother,	who	contracted	a	disease	due	to	her	profession.	She	is	treated	regularly	by	Luomen,	Maomao's	adoptive	father,	who	helps	manage	her	disease	through	medicine.Shishou,	voiced	by	Ch	(Japanese),	is	Loulan's	father	and	an	influential	politician.	Ayla,	voiced	by	Lynn	(Japanese)	and	Madeleine	Morris	(English),	is	one	of	the
two	foreign	envoys	who	will	play	a	significant	role	in	the	story.The	Apothecary	Diaries	light	novel	series	was	initially	published	on	the	web	novel	site	Shsetsuka	ni	Nar	in	October	2011	and	later	acquired	by	publisher	Shufunotomo.	The	first	novel	volume	was	released	in	September	2012,	illustrated	by	Megumi	Matsuda.	The	series	continued	to	receive
new	volumes	until	its	revival	in	2014,	this	time	published	as	a	light	novel	by	Hero	Bunko	imprint.In	2020,	J-Novel	Club	licensed	the	series,	and	Square	Enix	announced	plans	to	release	the	light	novels	in	print	starting	May	2024.	The	manga	adaptation,	illustrated	by	Itsuki	Nanao,	began	serialization	in	Monthly	Big	Gangan	on	May	25,	2017,	with
Shufunotomo	publishing	individual	tankbon	volumes.Additionally,	a	second	manga	adaptation	titled	The	Apothecary	Diaries:	Maomao's	Notes	from	the	Inner	Palace	started	serialization	in	Monthly	Sunday	Gene-X	on	August	19,	2017.	Shogakukan	published	its	chapters	into	individual	tankbon	volumes,	with	over	20	volumes	released	as	of	May	2025.A
spin-off	manga	centered	around	Xiaolan's	point-of-view	was	announced	for	serialization	on	Manga	Up!	on	March	23,	2025.	The	anime	television	series	adaptation,	produced	by	Toho	Animation	Studio	and	OLM,	was	announced	in	February	2023	with	Norihiro	Naganuma	serving	as	the	director	and	writer.The	anime	series	was	directed	by	Yukiko
Nakatani	for	the	first	season,	with	Norihiro	taking	over	for	the	second.	Music	composition	was	handled	by	Satoru	Ksaki,	Kevin	Penkin,	and	Alisa	Okehazama.	The	series	aired	from	October	22,	2023,	to	March	24,	2024,	on	Nippon	TV.The	Apothecary	Diaries	is	a	popular	series	with	a	strong	and	assertive	heroine	who	doesn't	tolerate	nonsense	from
anyone.	Watching	her	become	more	involved	in	the	court's	life	is	engrossing.	The	manga	adaptation,	written	by	Nekokurage,	received	high	praise	for	its	art,	characters,	and	historical	details,	drawing	comparisons	to	other	works	like	The	Story	of	Saiunkoku.The	series'	success	continued	with	awards	and	recognition	from	various	sources.	In	2024,	the
light	novel	and	manga	adaptation	won	the	Piccoma	Award	in	their	respective	categories.	Additionally,	the	anime	was	ranked	sixth	in	Anime	News	Network's	"Top	10	Anime	of	2024."	Aoi	Yuki's	voice	acting	for	Maomao	also	received	positive	feedback.The	series'	success	extended	to	other	areas	as	well.	The	anime	received	numerous	nominations,
including	Anime	of	the	Year	at	the	9th	Crunchyroll	Anime	Awards.	It	was	also	nominated	for	Best	Anime	Series	at	the	5th	Astra	TV	Awards.The	Apothecary	Diaries,	a	manga	series	written	by	Natsu	Hyga,	has	been	adapted	into	an	anime	series.	The	story	is	set	in	the	Tang	Dynasty	era	and	follows	the	life	of	Maomao,	who	becomes	embroiled	in	palace
intrigue.The	anime	series	has	received	several	nominations	and	awards,	including	a	nomination	for	Best	Anime	Series	at	the	5th	Astra	TV	Awards.	The	English	dub	cast	includes	Desire	Gonzlez	as	Maomao.The	story	is	set	around	the	16th	century	but	incorporates	scientific	knowledge	up	to	the	19th	century.	The	cultural	level	of	the	series	is	based	on
the	Tang	Dynasty	era,	with	models	inspired	by	Yang	Guifei.A	second	season	of	the	anime	has	been	announced,	with	a	new	trailer	revealing	more	cast	members	and	an	opening	song.	The	English	dub	of	Season	2	will	debut	on	January	24,	2025.The	series	has	also	added	several	new	voice	actors	to	its	cast,	including	Noriko	Hidaka	as	Fengming,	Kouki
Uchiyama,	Mamiko	Noto,	and	Ch.The	Apothecary	Diaries,	a	light	novel	series	by	Natsuki	Takaya,	has	been	adapted	into	an	anime	and	manga.	The	first	season	was	released	in	2017	and	featured	20	chapters,	with	a	total	of	five	volumes	published.In	February	2024,	it	was	announced	that	Houko	Kuwashima	would	play	the	lead	role	in	the	anime
adaptation.	Later,	in	May	2025,	Toshiyuki	Toyonaga	and	Lynn	joined	the	cast.The	manga	adaptation	has	also	been	released,	with	the	first	volume	published	in	September	2020.	The	series	has	gained	popularity	worldwide,	and	Square	Enix	has	licensed	the	light	novels	and	manga	for	international	release.In	addition	to	the	anime	and	manga,	a	novel
titled	"Frieren:	The	Anthology"	was	released	by	Shogakukan	Asia	in	October	2024,	which	includes	a	new	story	featuring	Xiaolan	from	The	Apothecary	Diaries.	A	spinoff	manga	about	Xiaolan	is	also	planned.The	series	has	gained	attention	for	its	unique	blend	of	fantasy	and	mystery	elements,	with	some	critics	praising	the	character	development	and
world-building.	However,	others	have	noted	that	the	pacing	can	be	slow	in	some	parts.Overall,	The	Apothecary	Diaries	has	become	a	popular	franchise	among	anime	and	manga	fans,	with	a	dedicated	fan	base	worldwide.The	Apothecary	Diaries	is	an	anime	series	that	has	been	announced	for	its	second	season,	which	will	premiere	in	January	2025.	The
first	season	was	released	in	two	parts	on	Blu-ray	in	January	and	February	2024.	Crunchyroll	licensed	the	show	and	streamed	it	with	English	subtitles.	Netflix	also	acquired	the	rights	to	stream	the	series	in	select	Asian	countries.The	anime's	second	season	has	been	promoted	through	various	teasers,	including	a	trailer	that	revealed	Dai	Hirai's	ending
song.	The	second	part	of	the	season	premiered	on	April	4,	2025,	and	featured	a	new	opening	and	ending	theme	song	by	Uru	and	wacci,	respectively.The	Apothecary	Diaries	also	had	a	physical	exhibition	at	Universal	Studios	Japan	in	2025,	which	featured	interactive	attractions	based	on	the	show's	characters.	The	event	was	part	of	the	"Universal
CityWalk	Osaka"	area,	which	also	hosted	other	anime-themed	experiences.Overall,	The	Apothecary	Diaries	has	been	popular	among	fans	and	has	received	attention	from	various	media	outlets	and	events	in	the	anime	community.The	Apothecary	Diaries	is	a	popular	Japanese	light	novel	series	that	has	been	widely	successful.	According	to	various
sources,	including	Anime	News	Network	and	Mantan	Web,	the	series	has	sold	over	2.7	million	copies	as	of	November	2023	and	over	3.8	million	copies	by	September	2024.The	series	was	first	adapted	into	an	anime	in	2020,	which	contributed	to	its	popularity.	The	Apothecary	Diaries	won	several	awards,	including	the	Tsugi	ni	Kuru	Manga	Award	2019
and	the	PiCCOMA	Award	2024.	It	was	also	nominated	for	the	Shogakukan	Manga	Awards	in	2024.In	addition	to	its	success	as	a	light	novel	series,	The	Apothecary	Diaries	has	been	well-received	as	an	anime.	According	to	Anime	News	Network,	it	ranked	among	the	top	10	anime	of	2024	and	was	nominated	for	several	awards,	including	the	Crunchyroll
Anime	Awards.Overall,	The	Apothecary	Diaries	is	a	highly	successful	Japanese	light	novel	series	that	has	gained	widespread	popularity	through	its	anime	adaptations	and	other	awards.The	Apothecary	Diaries	Anime	Wins	Several	AwardsThe	anime	adaptation	of	"The	Apothecary	Diaries"	has	won	several	awards,	including	the	Anisong	Awards,	Daruma
du	Meilleur	Anime,	and	AnimaniA	Award.	The	anime	was	also	nominated	for	the	IGN	Awards	2024	and	ranked	high	on	various	Japanese	charts,	such	as	Yahoo!'s	anime	category.The	anime	is	set	in	a	land	ruled	by	an	emperor,	where	consorts	and	serving	women	live	in	a	sprawling	complex	known	as	the	hougong.	The	main	character,	Maomao,	is	an
unassuming	girl	raised	in	a	small	town	who	is	kidnapped	and	sold	into	service	at	the	palace.	She	uses	her	knowledge	of	medicine	to	serve	the	Emperor's	favorite	consort,	while	also	learning	about	the	inner	workings	of	the	palace.Maomao's	unique	skills	and	powers	of	deduction	make	her	a	valuable	asset	to	the	palace,	but	she	struggles	to	maintain	her
anonymity	in	a	world	where	everyone	seems	to	know	her	secret.She's	always	bringing	new	experiences	and	fresh	challenges	into	her	life.251	printed	pagesThis	book	is	definitely	worth	readingLots	learned	from	itI	read	the	whole	thing	in	one	day	and	I'm	glad	I	made	that	decisionThe	anime	adaptation	does	it	justice,	but	some	scenes	still	have	me
hypedCan't	wait	to	see	certain	parts	animatedIt's	a	beautiful	story,	which	is	why	I	preferred	the	manga	over	the	novels,	despite	both	being	great	in	their	own	way.I	guess	you	could	say	she	was	admired	for	her	looks	back	then	before	arriving	at	the	palace,	however,	upon	arrival,	she	found	herself	just	as	knowledgeable	about	the	outside	world	as
someone	who's	spent	their	entire	life	stuck	in	a	small	pond.My	sincerest	apologies,	Maomao	said.	I	couldnt	think	of	any	compensation	that	would	be	worthy	of	you,	Master	Jinshi.Giving	an	eunuch	an	invitation	to	a	brothel	would	have	been	rude.Maybe	it's	because	shes	a	17-year-old	girl	who	thinks	for	herself?Anyway,	she	has	some	qualities	that	follow
her	around.	One	is	curiosity	and	another	is	her	love	for	learning.	And	then	theres	her	growing	sense	of	justice.
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