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Back	scratchers	are	simple	tools	used	to	reach	hard-to-access	itches	on	the	back.	Typically,	they	feature	a	rake-like	tip	or	set	of	bristles	for	scratching	and	a	shoehorn	blade	or	dressing	aid	on	the	opposite	end.	Many	modern	back	scratchers	are	made	from	plastic	or	bamboo,	with	some	high-end	models	crafted	from	ivory	or	stainless	steel.	The	history
of	back	scratchers	is	unclear,	but	it's	likely	that	ancient	civilizations	used	extending	devices	to	scratch	under	elaborate	costumes	and	wigs	during	ceremonies.	The	concept	of	a	back	scratcher	might	have	evolved	over	the	centuries,	with	early	humans	experimenting	with	branches	and	weeds	to	create	simple	scratching	tools.	A	good	back	scratcher
should	be	able	to	reach	the	bottom	of	the	user's	back	without	causing	excessive	strain.	The	bristles	or	tines	should	be	sharp	enough	to	provide	beneficial	resistance	but	not	sharp	enough	to	cause	skin	injury.	A	simple	back-and-forth	raking	motion	is	usually	sufficient	for	relieving	itches.	While	many	back	scratchers	available	today	are	cheaply
constructed	novelties,	some	high-tech	models	featuring	multiple	soft	rubber	or	plastic	bristles	have	become	popular.	For	those	seeking	advanced	back	scratching	technology,	medical	supply	stores	or	online	retailers	specializing	in	dressing	and	medical	aids	might	be	a	good	resource.	Back	scratchers	may	seem	like	an	unimportant	invention,	but	they
do	offer	significant	value	to	those	who	struggle	with	itchy	areas	on	their	backs	that	are	hard	to	reach	without	assistance.	Invented	in	1967	by	Henry	Wedermyer,	this	innovative	product	allows	users	to	easily	access	hard-to-reach	areas	on	their	back,	providing	relief	from	itchy	situations.	The	initial	prototype	had	a	simple	design	that	could	be	used	with
existing	shoes,	but	it	also	raised	concerns	about	the	potential	for	unwanted	consequences.	Two	decades	later,	Albin	Chaplin	patented	a	redesigned	version	in	2001,	which	featured	a	thinner	handle	and	a	toothbrush-like	end,	providing	more	leverage	and	pressure	on	the	back.	This	innovation	enabled	users	to	not	only	scratch	their	backs	but	also	clean
them	with	soap	during	showers.	The	concept	of	using	a	tool	for	dusting	animals	has	been	explored	by	Adey	Garcia	in	1975.	His	patented	invention,	known	as	the	Disinfecting	Back	Scratcher,	aimed	to	reduce	the	presence	of	flies,	lice,	mites,	and	other	pests	on	livestock	herds.	This	device	allowed	farmers	to	maintain	healthier	animals	while	improving
their	profit	margins.	In	recent	years,	advancements	in	technology	have	led	to	the	development	of	an	Electric	Back	Scratcher.	Equipped	with	a	belt	mechanism	similar	to	vacuum	cleaners,	this	device	simulates	human	fingernails	and	offers	two	speed	options	to	tackle	even	the	toughest	itches.	Despite	its	simplicity,	the	back	scratcher	has	been	around
for	centuries,	with	its	origins	dating	back	to	15th	century	Japan	in	the	book	"The	Book	of	Five	Rings"	by	Miyamoto	Musashi.	The	origin	of	the	back	scratcher	is	often	attributed	to	Charles	H.	Matthews,	a	Massachusetts-based	inventor	from	America.	Matthews	patented	his	creation	on	August	9,	1881,	according	to	US	patent	records.	Describing	it	as	"a
new	and	improved	back-scratcher,"	he	noted	its	unique	features	-	a	long	handle	with	a	curved	or	angled	head	designed	to	reach	hard-to-reach	areas.	A	conversation	with	Charles	H.	Matthews	revealed	the	inspiration	behind	his	invention:	a	desire	to	create	something	that	could	access	areas	beyond	human	reach.	He	experimented	with	various
materials,	eventually	settling	on	a	combination	of	wood,	metal,	and	fabric.	However,	finding	the	perfect	balance	between	weight	and	durability	proved	challenging.	Over	time,	the	back	scratcher	has	evolved,	incorporating	diverse	materials	like	plastic,	metal,	and	rubber	into	its	design.	Handles	now	come	in	different	materials	-	wood,	metal,	or	even
bamboo	-	and	some	models	feature	telescoping	handles	for	added	convenience.	Charles	H.	Matthews'	contributions	to	innovation	went	beyond	the	back	scratcher;	he	also	developed	the	first	commercially	successful	electric	motor	and	fan.	His	legacy	as	an	inventor,	entrepreneur,	and	engineer	continues	to	inspire,	with	his	story	serving	as	a	testament
to	perseverance	in	bringing	ideas	to	life.	Until	Charles	H.	Matthews	found	the	magic	combination	that	made	it	all	work,	he	was	tweaking	and	testing	nonstop.	He	also	made	sure	his	back	scratcher	would	be	both	super	lightweight	and	ridiculously	durable	so	people	could	use	it	for	years	without	any	issues.	The	guy	behind	this	amazing	invention	is
pretty	fascinating	himself	-	let's	talk	about	Charles	H.	Matthews.	Charles	H.	Matthews	was	a	genius	who	not	only	created	the	modern	back	scratcher	but	also	invented	the	first	electric	motor	that	actually	sold	well	and	the	very	first	working	electric	fan.	He	even	started	his	own	company,	Matthews	Electric	Company,	which	produced	all	sorts	of	cool
stuff	like	motors,	fans,	and	other	electrical	gadgets.	The	story	goes	that	Charles'	life	changed	when	he	came	up	with	the	back	scratcher.	Not	only	did	it	give	him	a	steady	income,	but	it	also	helped	him	become	known	as	a	super	inventive	guy.	And	guess	what?	His	success	with	the	back	scratcher	actually	helped	people	notice	his	other	cool	inventions
like	the	electric	motor	and	fan.	So,	let's	talk	about	Charles'	secret	ingredient	-	his	ability	to	be	super	creative	and	find	innovative	solutions	when	things	got	tough.	This	is	what	makes	him	stand	out	as	a	true	genius	in	our	books.	He	managed	to	overcome	all	sorts	of	obstacles	while	creating	the	back	scratcher	and	still	came	out	on	top.	The	bottom	line	is,
Charles	H.	Matthews	invented	the	modern	back	scratcher,	and	his	clever	thinking	allowed	him	to	create	something	so	simple	yet	so	effective	that	it's	stood	the	test	of	time.	It's	given	relief	to	countless	people	over	the	years	and	will	keep	doing	so	for	generations	to	come.	The	story	of	the	back	scratcher	and	its	inventor	is	a	powerful	reminder	of	human
creativity	and	innovation	at	work.
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