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When it comes to buying a new phone in 2025, choice is abundant out there. This can be great for consumers of all budgets, but it does mean that you can spend a lot of time obsessing over the details. To avoid all that, our experts have you covered with the definitive list of the best phones you can buy right now. If you’'re a regular reader of Trusted
Reviews then you’ll know that we’ve been testing the latest phones for over 20 years, so not only do we know exactly what makes a great phone, we’'re always aware of how a new line-up compares to the old guard. For instance, on the surface, the Galaxy S25 looks almost identical to the Galaxy S24, but there are a few differences afoot and we’ve put
them through their paces to discover the impact that they make. Whenever we get a phone in for testing, we always use it as our primary device over the course of the review, taking notes not just about big ticket concerns like the overall usability and the prowess of the cameras, but also key metrics like the battery drain after streaming Netflix for
half an hour, or the single-core performance in chipset benchmarking. All of this data combines to ensure that our reviews provide you with the best possible understanding before you decide to buy the phone in question. You may also want to take a gander at the current crop of best smartwatches to get even more out of your handset. Whatever you
decide to buy, there’s a good chance that it’ll be discounted as part of Amazon’s Prime Day sale. In previous years, we've seen everything from iPhones to budget handsets bestowed with a reduction or two, so you can almost guarantee that the latest handsets will feature once again in Amazon’s annual sale. Advertisement SQUIRREL ANCHOR LIST
Every phone included in the below list has been properly tested and used for an extended period by one of our product experts. We don’t review phones based purely on specs or a manufacturer’s claims - we use them as our everyday devices for at least five days and usually for much longer. If you read a phone review on Trusted Reviews, you’ll know
the reviewer has popped their personal SIM card into the phone, transferred across their most-used apps and even their backlog of WhatsApp messages. We go all in, so you know you're getting an honest view of a product. Our review process includes a mixture of real-world tests, along with more than 15 measured tests and industry-standard
benchmarks. We believe this gives the most rounded view of a device. The scores a phone receives from a run under our professional colourimeters aren’t worth much if the screen can’t be used comfortably on a sunny day. Pros Redesigned chassis feels good in the hand Oodles of power under the hood Excellent camera performance Gorgeous display
with super-slim bezels Cons Much of the camera hardware remains unchanged Battery doesn't last as long as 2025 rivals New Galaxy Al features are limited Pros Exceptional battery life Larger screen with impossibly thin bezels Top-end processing power Impressive video quality Cons Apple Intelligence isn't that smart or widely available Camera
Control is awkward to use Very expensive Pros Redesigned chassis looks way more modern Holistic, genuinely helpful approach to Al Amazing photo and video capabilities All-day battery life Cons Second price hike in two years Can get hot when gaming Tensor G4 isn't much more powerful than the G3 Pros Exceptional battery life Impressive
performance Top-end screen Versatile camera setup Cons Issues with camera focus and halo effects More bloatware Limited Al smarts compared to some brands Pros Incredible performance Excellent speakers Slick professional design Awesome LED lighting effects Cons Very expensive Cameras aren't the best Charging could be quicker Pros A joy
to use and hold Uncompromising flagship screen Plenty of power Solid camera performance Cons Battery struggles to last a single day Relatively slow 25W charging No dedicated zoom lens Gets warm rather easily Pros Excellent and brighter external display Solid camera performance Unique finish options Smooth performance Cons Only 3 years of
Android OS updates Moto Al still needs work No telephoto lens Pros Lightest book-style foldable around Ultra thin design makes it really nice to use Larger, wider, wholly more useful screens Same main camera as Galaxy S25 Ultra Cons Relatively small 4400mAh battery Slow 25W wired charging Zoom camera could be better for the price Pros Best
battery life of any Pixel Clean, more understated look Great camera performance Premium Al features Cons Thick screen bezels look dated No dedicated zoom lens Tensor G4 not as powerful as other flagship chips Slow charging Pros Great bright display Good main camera performance Excellent battery life and charging Great IP69 protection Cons
Some performance foibles Curved screen is a bit dated now Moto Al isn’t that exciting Apps tray clutter Redesigned chassis feels good in the hand Oodles of power under the hood Excellent camera performance Gorgeous display with super-slim bezels Much of the camera hardware remains unchanged Battery doesn't last as long as 2025 rivals New
Galaxy Al features are limited Forget just being a great Android phone, there are enough bells and whistles in the Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra to make even the best iPhones jealous. This is a beast of a smartphone, and while its starting price of £1249/£1299 does make it quite an investment compared to the competition, if you do want the best out
there then this is it. Admittedly, the overall amount of upgrades compared to the Galaxy S24 Ultra are relatively small, so if you currently own that phone (or even the Galaxy S23 Ultra) then Samsung’s latest flagship might not warrant an immediate swap. However, one key change that is welcome is the bump to a 50MP ultrawide lens. Sitting
alongside the three other rear-facing lenses, this new and improved ultrawide offers up more detailed landscape shots, making them appear more eye-catching and less washed out than before. Of course, those other sensors are still firing on all cylinders as the S25 Ultra excels in everything from zoom photography to close-up portraits. The bezels
have also been shaved down to make the screen slightly larger at 6.9-inches. This makes Samsung’s Ultra phone better than ever for streaming films on the go or indulging in a spot of gaming, as the screen draws you in with greater effect. The inclusion of the Snapdragon 8 Elite for Galaxy chip brings about a huge boost of power too, including new
Galaxy Al features such as Now Brief which can analyse your day and give you key bits of contextual information when the AI feels you'll benefit from it the most. SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10207165 Exceptional battery life Larger screen with impossibly thin bezels Top-end processing power Impressive video quality Apple Intelligence isn't that smart or
widely available Camera Control is awkward to use Very expensive If you're looking for a true flagship phone and have settled on iOS as your operating system of choice, you're going to be looking at the iPhone 16 Pro Max - the current best iPhone on the market. Though it may not look all that different to its predecessor, the iPhone 16 Pro Max
comes with a host of small, yet meaningful upgrades. The 6.7-inch 120Hz OLED screen has increased to a whopping 6.9 inches, though without much of an expansion of the overall footprint thanks to much slimmer bezels. Seriously, this thing has some of the slimmest screen bezels on the market. Not content with the customisable Action Button, the
iPhone 16 Pro Max also features a Camera Control button with a touch-sensitive surface that lets you swipe to zoom, change modes and more, as well as take the actual photo. However, the idea is better than the execution, with a less-than-ideal placement of the button that makes using it awkward. It’s also impressively powerful with the A18 Pro
chipset at its heart, delivering benchmarks that beat every single other smartphone in our chart, making it the most powerful smartphone around right now - and that’s reflected in everyday performance. The A18 Pro also powers the new Apple Intelligence functionality, but none of the Kkiller Al features are available just yet, and the functionality is
also limited to US owners right now - so don’t be fooled by Apple’s worldwide Al marketing push. Throw in solid camera performance with a new 48MP ultrawide alongside the returning 48MP main and 12MP 5x telephoto lenses and true all-day battery life and you've got the best iPhone to date. SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10187761 Redesigned chassis
looks way more modern Holistic, genuinely helpful approach to AI Amazing photo and video capabilities All-day battery life Second price hike in two years Can get hot when gaming Tensor G4 isn't much more powerful than the G3 The Google Pixel 9 Pro XL is a fantastic Android phone that, even with a price rise for a second year, still undercuts rivals
like the Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra when it comes to price while offering a comparable experience. Google’s latest flagship, launched alongside the new compact Pixel 9 Pro and regular Pixel 9, ticks just about all the boxes our reviewers look for in a phone that ends up on this list. It has a great 6.7-inch Super Actua screen with a smooth adaptive
120Hz refresh rate and impressive max brightness that makes it easy to use in daylight, accompanied by a refreshed design with flat edges, rounded corners and even a redesigned camera housing that makes it look slick. But the biggest reason to opt for the Pixel 9 Pro XL is the camera performance. Our reviewer was very impressed with the
photography skills of this phone, praising its true-to-life skin tones, colours and crisp nature of images. It handles skin and pictures of faces better than the iPhone 16 Pro, or Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra, and delivers a better-quality digital zoom too. That’s thanks to Google’s usual suite of photo-focused Al tools and functions like Super Res Zoom and
Magic Eraser, but it goes so much further than that. Using the latest Tensor G4, the Pixel 9 Pro XL can run Google Gemini on-device for a faster, more responsive experience, and it boasts several key new features like the ability to search for content in screenshots, generate images, summarise calls (in the US, anyway) and much more. It really does
permeate the entire OS, offering a more holistic approach to Al than much of the competition. But while it powers the upgraded Al experience, the Tensor G4 isn’t quite as capable as the competing Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 and that means the phone can get pretty toasty when gaming. Still, it’s power efficient enough to deliver solid all-day battery life
without scrambling for a charger by the evening. Oh, and did we mention that it’ll get seven years of OS upgrades too? Because it will. SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10187772 Exceptional battery life Impressive performance Top-end screen Versatile camera setup Issues with camera focus and halo effects More bloatware Limited Al smarts compared to
some brands For a good while it was the Oppo Find X8 Pro that held this spot, and while that phone does still excel in the battery department, it’s the OnePlus 13 that truly floored us in testing. On the surface, the phone’s 6000mAh cell is already impressive, particularly at a time when battery sizes are decreasing amidst some flagship phones, but it’s
the performance of that cell that really hits home. In our testing period with the OnePlus 13, we genuinely struggled to deplete the battery completely over the course of an intensive day of use. Just for context, half an hour spent playing Mario Kart Tour resulted in a battery drop of only 4%. What this means is that if you’re a heavy smartphone user
who still wants some juice left in the tank by the end of the day, or you’'re the type of person who wants to see their phone last into a second day under moderate use then the OnePlus 13 has you covered. Luckily, this phone isn’t a one-trick pony either as beyond the outstanding battery life, there are tons of other features to appreciate including a
versatile camera set-up that’ll have you prepared for almost any lighting scenario, as well as unbelievable performance that comes courtesy of the Snapdragon 8 Elite. The 6.82-inch AMOLED display is also a joy to use, still featuring that same OnePlus look where the sides fall over the edges for a wonderful sense of immersion. It doesn’t necessarily
outdo the OnePlus 12 by a wide margin, but the OnePlus 13 is still a great phone overall. SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10207250 Incredible performance Excellent speakers Slick professional design Awesome LED lighting effects Very expensive Cameras aren't the best Charging could be quicker If you want the best possible phone for playing games on the
go, our top recommendation is the Asus ROG Phone 9 Pro Edition. Performance is a top priority for gamers, which is why Asus has gone all-out with the Snapdragon 8 Elite and a whopping 24GB of RAM. Combined with Asus’ proprietary internal cooling tech and the optional cooler that straps to your phone, the ROG Phone 9 Pro Edition delivered
consistently solid performance even in high-end demanding mobile games like Genshin Impact. It’s the gaming-specific features that really stand out though, with the AirTriggers allowing you to use and hold the phone like a gamepad, while the Armoury Crate software allows you to display the frame rate and optimise performance settings. Honestly,
there’s a bevvy of optional accessories for the phone to customise the experience to your liking. Like its predecessor, the ROG Phone 9 Pro doesn’t really look like a gaming phone - though the telltale signs are there if you really look. The LED-powered AniMe Vision screen is back, though with a massive increase to the LEDs taking the total up to 648
LEDs, allowing it to display graphics, text and even battery levels via the back of the phone. Elsewhere, though, it’s very toned-down for a gaming phone, something that’ll likely appeal to more casual mobile gamers. We also appreciate the slimline bezels on offer from the gaming phone, and the camera performance isn’t terrible for a gaming phone
even if it pales in comparison to the likes of the Galaxy S24 Ultra, helping it justify that top-end price tag. That said, costing well over £1000/$1000, this is a seriously expensive phone. Those who want a more versatile phone may want to look elsewhere, as the camera quality is still behind that of the competition. But if you fancy a gaming phone that
doesn’t look like a gaming phone, there is no better choice than the Asus ROG Phone 9 Pro Edition. A joy to use and hold Uncompromising flagship screen Plenty of power Solid camera performance Battery struggles to last a single day Relatively slow 25W charging No dedicated zoom lens Gets warm rather easily If you want an ultra-slim, lightweight
flagship with a fantastic 6.7-inch AMOLED screen, you’ll find no better than Samsung’s new Galaxy S25 Edge. At 5.6mm thick and 163g, it’s incredibly thin and light compared to most of the flagship competition, especially big-screen alternatives like the S25 Ultra and iPhone 16 Pro Max, which makes for a fantastic in-hand feel. It’s super light while
being durable with a titanium frame and IP68 dust resistance, with no real design compromise to achieve its ultra-slim dimensions. However, it is very much a design-first smartphone. There are only two cameras, for example, lacking the telephoto present on much of the competition, and it can struggle to keep the top-end Snapdragon 8 Elite cool,
especially when gaming. The biggest compromise is undoubtedly battery life, with the 6.7-inch QHD+ screen simply too much for a small 3900mAh cell, and it struggles to last all day as a result. That said, if you're willing to compromise and possibly carry around a power bank, the experience of using the S25 Edge is unlike anything else on this list.
SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10207621 Excellent and brighter external display Solid camera performance Unique finish options Smooth performance Only 3 years of Android OS updates Moto Al still needs work No telephoto lens While the Z Flip from Samsung can be seen as the pioneer of the modern flip phone, the Z Flip 6 isn’t the very best phone we’ve
tested with this design. In fact, the best clamshell foldable we’ve reviewed is the Motorola Razr 60 Ultra. While this year’s foldable may not be dramatically different from last year’s Razr 50 Ultra, it offers improvements where they matter. That includes a more durable build, complete with a new titanium hinge, and upgraded IP48 dust and water
resistance. That said, the core experience is solid, though given that it’s the best around, it’s not much of a complaint. The 4-inch cover screen remains the star of the show, with the ability to run widgets and full Android apps, reducing how often you need to unfold the phone. When you do unfold, a larger 7-inch pOLED screen will greet you. Sporting
Pantone Validation for accurate colours, it’s a great panel for scrolling, browsing and anything else you can think of. The crease is still present, of course, but it’s much shallower and less noticeable than most alternatives. There’s also a performance boost, up to the flagship Snapdragon 8 Elite, and it ships with 16GB of RAM and 512GB of storage as
standard, making it all the more tempting. Battery life is also exceptional, never struggling to last all day without needing a top-up, and 68W charging means you can recharge in around 45 minutes. Sure, its promise of three OS upgrades and four years of security patches falls way behind Samsung’s seven-year guarantee, but we think the experience,
on the whole, is among the best you’ll find on the foldable market. SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10207648 Lightest book-style foldable around Ultra thin design makes it really nice to use Larger, wider, wholly more useful screens Same main camera as Galaxy S25 Ultra Relatively small 4400mAh battery Slow 25W wired charging Zoom camera could be
better for the price The Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7 marks a genuine leap forward for Samsung’s book-style foldable, finally delivering the ultra-slim, lightweight design many have been waiting for. Shedding much of the bulk and weight of its predecessors, the 4.2mm-thick Fold 7 is now among the thinnest foldables around, and at 215g, it’s both lighter
than the book-style competition and even the Galaxy S25 Ultra. It makes it a joy to handle, and it’s almost unnoticeable in the pocket as a result. Samsung has also nailed the usability of both displays this year. The wider 6.5-inch cover screen is genuinely practical for everyday tasks, while the 8-inch internal panel feels more solid with a way less
intrusive crease. Both screens are bright, vibrant and ideal for everything from gaming to multitasking. Camera performance is another highlight, with the main 200MP sensor borrowed from the S25 Ultra delivering sharp, detailed shots that put the Fold 7 on par with regular bar phones. General performance is equally impressive, thanks to the
Snapdragon 8 Elite and up to 16GB of RAM. Battery life and charging remain the main drawbacks with a 4400mAh cell and 25W charging falling far behind rivals. Still, for most users, the Fold 7 will comfortably last a day, and the overall package is compelling enough to make it the standout book-style foldable of 2025.

SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10207783 Best battery life of any Pixel Clean, more understated look Great camera performance Premium Al features Thick screen bezels look dated No dedicated zoom lens Tensor G4 not as powerful as other flagship chips Slow charging If your budget doesn’t quite extend as far as flagships like the Samsung Galaxy S25
Ultra, the budget-focused Google Pixel 9a could be what you're looking for. Sporting a clean, understated design with flat edges and no camera bar that separates itself from the flagship Pixel equivalent for the first time, the 9a is a compact 6.3-inch smartphone that looks and feels like a flagship. That flagship look is backed up by flagship
performance in the form of the Tensor G4, also found in the Pixel 9 collection. While Google’s SoC isn’t as performance-focused as alternatives from Qualcomm and co, it provides responsive, snappy, everyday performance while also powering some pretty impressive Al features. It’s this focus on Al, combined with Google’s stock approach to Android
15, that gives the Pixel 9a its charm. It can do most things that the top-end Pixel flagship can, including the new Add Me functionality, with only a few niche features exclusive to the flagship equivalent. It also gets the Pixel flagship’s seven-year OS upgrade promise, almost unheard of in the mid-range market. Camera performance continues to be a
highlight for Google’s mid-ranger, with a new 48MP main camera that can easily outshine similarly priced phones like the Samsung Galaxy A56 5G. The lack of a telephoto does threaten Google’s dominance, but the digital Super Res Zoom still does the trick up to the 10x mark. Battery life is also excellent, not just for the ‘a’ series but for Pixels in
general, with a large 5100mAh cell easily getting our reviewer through the day without scrambling for a charger - and that’s not always a given with Pixels. SQUIRREL PLAYLIST 10207452 Great bright display Good main camera performance Excellent battery life and charging Great IP69 protection Some performance foibles Curved screen is a bit
dated now Moto Al isn’t that exciting Apps tray clutter If your budget doesn’t quite extend to the heights of the Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra and iPhone 16 Pro Max, the £299 Motorola Edge 60 Fusion should be one for serious consideration. Don’t let the budget nature fool you though; this is very much a capable phone that punches above its weight
class in many respects. Measuring 7.9mm thick and 178g, it’s a delight to hold and use, further complemented by either vegan leather rear or silky plastic finish, depending on the colour option you go for, of which there are four colourful options. That’s further improved by premium features like MIL-STD-810H protection, full IP68 dust and water
resistance and a 6.7-inch curved OLED panel with a 120Hz refresh rate. It’s not quite as snappy as last year’s 144Hz panel, but given that most games can’t hit those kinds of framerates, it seems like a smart downgrade. The MediaTek Dimensity 7300 is a fairly standard affair at the price point, paired with a generous 8GB of RAM and 256GB of
storage as standard. As a result, it’s in-line with some of the best cheap performers including the Nothing Phone 3a, never struggling in daily use - though gamers may want to look elsewhere. Despite its svelte dimensions, Motorola has packed a 5200mAh battery into the phone that doesn’t struggle to last a full day, and with 68W charging, you’ll get
a full charge in less than an hour That easily beats the likes of the Pixel 9 Pro XL, iPhone 16 Pro Max and Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra in the charging department. There’s also a 50MP main camera and a 13MP ultrawide camera that perform pretty well in both well-lit and low-light scenarios, and Android 15 with little bloat is another treat. Seriously,
what’s not to like? Advertisement What is a 90 or 120Hz display, and why would I want one? Most of the phones included within this list feature a high refresh rate display, either at 90Hz or 120Hz. This means the display refreshes at either 90 or 120 times per second, up from the older standard of 60Hz. Having a fast display makes everything feel a
bit smoother, be it swiping through Instagram or gaming. The iPhone 16 with its 60Hz display, for example, simply can’t compare to the smooth scrolling you'll get from the 120Hz iPhone 16 Pro. Should I buy a phone with 5G? Most new phones, especially those over £400/$400, will now support 5G. This is the next step up from 4G, and provides
faster and more reliable download speeds in areas where the network is live. 5G varies by country, with the USA touting a tech called mmWave that has far superior speeds if you’re in the right spot. While 5G isn’t a must-have yet, it’s always good to futureproof your purchases and as most new phones come with the tech now you likely won’t miss
out. How much should I spend on a phone? There are excellent phones at all price points these days, with the best often costing above a grand if you want the very best. If you aren’t so fussed about things like camera performance and display quality, you can get an excellent device for £500/$600. Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra Apple iPhone 16 Pro Max
Google Pixel 9 Pro XL OnePlus 13 Asus ROG Phone 9 Pro Edition Samsung Galaxy S25 Edge Motorola Razr 60 Ultra Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7 Google Pixel 9a Motorola Edge 60 Fusion Geekbench 6 single core 2886 3338 1865 3123 3055 2524 2828 2318 1652 1047 Geekbench 6 multi core 9515 8167 4144 9493 9658 9220 8552 8828 3801 3019 Max
brightness - - 3000 nits - - - - - - - 1 hour video playback (Netflix, HDR) -6 % 6 % -6 % -6 % 8 % 1 % 6 % 30 minute gaming (light) 7% 4 % 11 % - 10 % 16 % 5 % 7 % 6 % 8 % Time from 0-100% charge 62 min 106 min 80 min - 46 min 76 min 80 min 87 min 108 min 55 min Time from 0-50% charge 20 Min 30 Min 24 Min - 18 Min 25 Min 39 Min 31
Min 40 Min 25 Min 30-min recharge (included charger) - - --76 % - - - - - 15-min recharge (included charger) - ---39 % - - - - - 30-min recharge (no charger included) 70 % 50 % 62 % - - 61 % 40 % 49 % 40 % 61 % 15-min recharge (no charger included) 35 % 27 % 29 % - - 33 % 23 % 24 % 22 % 33 % 3D Mark - Wild Life 6680 4128 2511 6647
5948 - 6294 5574 2597 847 GFXBench - Aztec Ruins 78 fps 60 fps 44 fps 60 fps 138 fps 76 fps 105 fps 70 fps 66 fps 17 fps GFXBench - Car Chase 77 fps 60 fps 53 fps 60 fps 160 fps 82 fps 95 fps 71 fps 79 fps 23 fps Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra Review Apple iPhone 16 Pro Max Review Google Pixel 9 Pro XL Review OnePlus 13 Review Asus ROG
Phone 9 Pro Edition Review Samsung Galaxy S25 Edge Review Motorola Razr 60 Ultra Review Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7 Review Google Pixel 9a Review Motorola Edge 60 Fusion Review UK RRP £1249 £1199 £1099 £899 £1299 £1099 £1099.99 £1799 £499 £299.99 USA RRP $1299 $1199 $1099 - $1499 $1099 - $1999 $499 Unavailable EU RRP -
€1449 - - - - - - - - Manufacturer Samsung Apple Google OnePlus Asus Samsung Motorola Samsung Google Motorola Screen Size 6.9 inches 6.9 inches 6.8 inches 6.8 mm 6.78 inches 6.7 inches 7 inches 8 inches 6.3 inches 6.67 inches Storage Capacity 256GB, 512GB, 1TB 256GB, 512GB, 1TB 128GB, 256GB, 512GB, 1TB 256GB, 512GB 1TB 256GB,
512GB 512GB 256GB, 512GB, 1TB 128GB, 256GB 256GB, 512GB Rear Camera 200MP + 50MP + 50MP + 10MP 48MP + 48MP + 12MP 50MP + 48MP + 48MP 50MP + 50MP + 50MP 50MP + 32MP + 13MP 200MP + 12MP 50MP + 50MP 200MP + 12MP + 10MP 48MP + 13MP 50MP main + 13MP ultrawide Front Camera 12MP 12MP 42MP 32MP
32MP 12MP 50MP 10MP + 10MP 13MP 32MP Video Recording Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes IP rating IP68 IP68 IP68 IP69 IP68 IP68 Not Disclosed Not Disclosed IP68 IP69 Battery 5000 mAh 4685 mAh 5060 mAh 5998 mAh 5800 mAh 3900 mAh 4700 mAh 4400 mAh 5100 mAh 5200 mAh Wireless charging Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes - Yes Yes
Yes - Fast Charging Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes - Yes Yes - Yes Size (Dimensions) 77.6 x 8.2 x 162.8 MM 77.6 x 8.3 x 163 MM 76.6 x 8.5 x 162.8 MM 76.5x 8.5 x 162.9 MM 76.8 x 8.9 x 163.8 MM 75.6 x 5.8 x 158.2 MM 74 x 7.1 x 171 MM 143.2x 4.2 x 158.4 MM 73.3x 8.9x 154.7 MM 73 x 8 x 161 MM Weight 218 G 227 G 221 G 210 G 227 G163 G 199 G
215G 186 G 178 G ASIN BODPR5MYZ9 BODGHZ1MC2 - - - - BOF68G1YR8 - BODSWFHTL2 BOF48H546B Operating System OneUI 7 (Android 15) iOS 18 Android 14 OxygenOS 15 Android 15 OneUI 7 (Android 15) Android 15 OneUI 8 (Android 16) Android 15 Android 15 Release Date 2025 2024 2024 2024 2024 2025 2025 2025 2025 2025 First
Reviewed Date 30/01/2025 13/11/2024 21/08/2024 07/01/2025 19/11/2024 23/05/2025 20/05/2025 17/07/2025 10/04/2025 26/05/2025 Resolution 1440 x 3120 1320 x 2868 1344 x 2992 1440 x 3168 2400 x 1080 1440 x 3120 2992 x 1224 2184 x 1968 1080 x 2424 1220 x 2712 HDR Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Refresh Rate 120 Hz 120 Hz
120 Hz 120 Hz 185 Hz 120 Hz 165 Hz 120 Hz 120 Hz 120 Hz Ports USB-C USB-C USB-C USB-C USB-C x2, 3.5mm headphone port USB-C USB-C USB-C USB-C USB-C Chipset Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite for Galaxy Apple A18 Pro Google Tensor G4 Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite for
Galaxy Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite for Galaxy Google Tensor G4 MediaTek Dimensity 7300 RAM 12GB, 16GB 8GB 16GB 12GB, 16GB - 12GB 16GB 12GB, 16GB 8GB 12GB Colours Titanium Silver Blue, Titanium Black, Titanium White Silver, Titanium Gray Black Titanium, White Titanium, Natural Titanium, Desert
Titanium Porcelain, Rose Quartz, Hazel, Obsidian Black, Blue, White Black Titanium Silver, Titanium Jetblack and Titanium Icyblue Pantone Rio Red, Pantone Cabaret, Pantone Mountain Trail, Pantone Scarab Blue Shadow, Silver Shadow, Jet-black, Mint Obsidian, Porcelain, Iris, Peony Pantone Slipstream, Pantone Amazonite, Pantone Zephyr,
Pantone Mykonos Blue Stated Power - 45 W - 98 W 65 W 25 W 68 W 25 W 23 W 68 W Pick the most important feature: Is it screen size? Camera quality? Battery life? This will help narrow down your choices. Phones like the iPhone 16 Pro Max or Galaxy S25 Ultra cost well over $1,000, for example, but pack large batteries that will last most people a
day and a half to two days on a single charge.Don't dismiss $500 to $800 phones: You can get a great phone that does almost everything that a more expensive flagship model can do for a fraction of the price. Google's Pixel 9 (which starts at $799) packs a great camera, a bright screen and unique Al features, but the $499 Pixel 8A has most of the
same key specs and comes at a lower price.Shop Cyber Monday: Look for sales and deals close to holidays, especially Amazon's Prime Day and Cyber Monday.Consider last year's models: When a new phone gets launched, stores and carriers discount their older phones to sell off existing stock.See the phone in person: It's worth going to a store and
trying out a potential phone. You may love or hate the way it looks and feels.Decide on Android or iPhone: Do you have a lot of iPhone apps and Apple subscriptions? Stick with an iPhone. If you've invested in loads of Android apps, you may want to stay on that side of the fence. Otherwise, it's simple enough to switch platforms.Budget for a case and
screen protector: Phones sold today are more durable than phones from even a few years ago, but it still might be a good idea to protect your phone with a case to keep it in tip-top shape. Marki Williams/NYT WirecutterThe Google Pixel 10 offers everything you could want in a premium Android smartphone. It looks just as high-end as the pricier Pixel
phones, plus it has a brighter OLED display than on previous models and a new triple-camera setup — complete with a telephoto lens — that delivers excellent images in both daylight and low-light environments. It’'s powered by Google’s newest custom Tensor chip, which enables a variety of useful Al features, as well as a bigger battery for all-day
battery life. The Pixel 10 also supports the new Pixelsnap magnetic wireless-charging technology, which is Google’s version of Apple’s MagSafe. Google guarantees software updates for its latest Pixel phones until 2032. The Pixel 10 looks more high-end than previous versions of Google’s entry-level flagship. Marki Williams/NYT WirecutterThe Pixel 10
resembles the more expensive Pixel Pro phones. The Pixel 10 is Google’s first base model to feature a triple-camera setup. It has the same oval rear-camera module, rounded corners, and flat sides as the Pro models, and it’s made of the same premium materials, with a glass back and a matte metal frame. (The 10’s glass is glossier than the Pro
models’ matte back.) But the base Pixel 10 has more exciting color options than the Pro-level phones, including a fun, bright green-yellow hue.The glass back looks and feels nice, but it requires extra care to keep the phone from slipping out of your hands. We recommend using a case to protect it from drops — in our testing, we tried Google’s new
Pixelsnap case, which is made of soft silicone and is a lot more comfortable to hold for longer periods, especially when you’'re using the phone one-handed. The camera cutout also has a raised lip to protect the camera bar when you put the phone down on a table or carry it in your bag.Google’s latest chip powers several useful Al features. The Pixel
10’s new Tensor G5 processor and 12 GB of RAM provide a seamless experience. It’s a noticeable difference in comparison with our budget pick, the Google Pixel 9a, which has 8 GB of RAM and an older chip and feels slightly less snappy in comparison.The Tensor G5 also powers several new Al features. In my testing, I was impressed specifically by
the Al photography features. The Edit with Ask Photos feature, a tool that uses generative Al to edit your photos via prompts, was easy to use for removing unwanted items or swapping out backgrounds. It was also a great alternative to FaceTune, allowing me to touch up faces in photos with skin smoothing, under-eye shadow removal, and teeth
whitening, all with one prompt. Add Me, a feature that uses a mix of AR and Al to merge two separate photos into a single image (for moments when you want to take a group shot with everyone included), now supports pets; that came in handy on a walk with a couple of friends and their dog, producing a realistic and natural-looking group shot.
Camera Coach, an in-camera feature that walks you through snapping the best photo with step-by-step instructions, was also useful, as while I was taking a photo of a friend outside, it made suggestions like “Frame to include the tree canopy” or “Shoot from a lower angle to make the tree appear taller,” which made for a really nice shot. The feature
is currently in beta, but I didn’t run into any issues.The Pixel 10 also has more generally practical features. Take a Message, which transcribes voicemails for missed calls, was ideal when I missed a call from an important contact, as I was able to read their entire message from the drop-down notification screen rather than having to wait to listen to it
later. Daily Hub (currently in beta), a personalized digest that shows weather, calendar reminders, and other relevant information based on your interests, was also useful. At a glance, it showed the latest scores from followed sports teams, showtimes for movies, and a curated list of articles on the latest tech news. It also incorporates Magic Cue, a
new feature that uses Al to surface contextual suggestions based on your activity, so you’ll see reminders like upcoming flights or dinner reservations. When I tapped on Daily Hub to see a full view, I saw a summary of what to expect for the day, including upcoming meetings on my Google Calendar, along with reminders about important emails and
text messages that included a confirmation for a dinner reservation, a notice from the apartment building about a rooftop closure, and an upcoming work event.Although we didn’t use Voice Translate often, it’s a noteworthy and particularly impressive feature. You can enable it by tapping Call Assist > Voice Translate in the Phone app once your call is
connected. From there, you can select the specific language the other person speaks and tap Done. You'll then hear a voice notification that plays for each side in their language. Rather than using a generic Al voice, it translates what someone is saying in the listener’s language using the speaker’s real voice — incorporating their tone and emotion,
too.We used it to talk to an English-speaking friend in Russian, and it was both accurate and eerie to hear their voice “speak” a language they didn’t know. Since the voice is AI-generated, it didn’t sound exactly like them, but it came very close, and the feature accurately translated from English to Russian and vice versa. Using this feature requires a
bit of patience, though: Since there’s a lag between translations, the result doesn’t feel as fast-paced as standard, free-flowing conversations do. Google says the feature is processed on-device, so the audio isn’t saved or shared. It currently supports translation from English, French, German, Hindi, Japanese, Indonesian, Italian, Portuguese, Russian,
Spanish, and Swedish. The Pixel 10 has a triple-camera setup that includes a telephoto lens. Marki Williams/NYT WirecutterThe Pixel phones continue to take the best photos. The Pixel 10 has a triple-rear-camera system consisting of a 48-megapixel wide lens, a 13-megapixel ultrawide lens, and a 10.8-megapixel 5x telephoto lens (with 10x optical
zoom and Super Res Zoom up to 20x). These sensors are smaller than the Pixel 9’s 50-megapixel wide lens and 48-megapixel ultrawide lens, and they’re the same cameras you can find on the Pixel 9a, sans the telephoto.Although the lenses aren’t cutting-edge, the Pixel 10 makes up for that with software, and the Tensor G5 has an upgraded imaging
signal processor for better on-device Al processing of photos and videos. In our tests the Pixel 10 delivered crisp shots both day and night — it was tough to tell the difference in comparison with images from the Pixel 9. Its photos were also comparable to those of the Pixel 9a, though we preferred the image processing on the Pixel 10: Each photo
delivered a nice balance of color temperature, saturation, and detail, so we didn’t have to edit them before sharing, whereas photos from the Pixel 9a required such tweaks.But unlike the Pixel 9 and 9a, the Pixel 10 has a 5x telephoto lens that also works well. When we used Super Res Zoom — a combination of optical and Al-enhanced digital zoom —
at 20x on buildings and signs, it captured crisp, clean images without losing too much detail. This feature is not as impressive as the more powerful Pro Res Zoom on the Pixel 10 Pro and Pixel 10 Pro XL, but it gets the job done. The Pixel 10 has the same high-end look as the Pro versions, with a matte metal frame and a glass back. Marki Williams/NYT
WirecutterIt has a bigger battery than the Pixel 9 and offers all-day battery life. The Pixel 10 has a 4,970 mAh battery, an increase from the 4,700 mAh battery in the Pixel 9. We didn’t hit Google’s claimed 30-hour battery life — or even half that — but it still lasted a full day. After unplugging the phone at around 10 a.m., we made a few 10-minute
phone calls, sent texts through the Messages app and Telegram, scrolled through Instagram and TikTok throughout the day, watched a 20-minute YouTube video, played Alto’s Odyssey for 30 minutes, and still had about 17% battery left by midnight.It has a slightly brighter display. The Pixel 10’s screen is the same as that of its predecessor, at 6.3
inches with 1080x2424 resolution and a 60 Hz to 120 Hz refresh rate. The colors look vibrant, and scrolling through content felt smooth in our tests. But the display is brighter this time around, with 3,000 nits of maximum outdoor brightness — an increase from the 2,700 nits on the Pixel 9. The Pixel 10 lineup has support for Pixelsnap, which is
Google’s new magnetic wireless-charging technology. Marki Williams/NYT WirecutterIt comes with support for Google’s Pixelsnap and Qi2 wireless charging. The Pixel 10 supports Pixelsnap, Google’s new wireless-charging technology, which allows you to attach accessories magnetically to the rear of the device. You can choose from Google’s own
lineup of accessories (including the $40 Pixelsnap Charger, $70 Pixelsnap Charger with Stand, $30 Pixelsnap Ring Stand, and $50 Pixelsnap Case) or third-party accessories, including those designed for Apple MagSafe-supported devices.We used the Pixel 10 with a mix of both, including the Pixelsnap Case and the Pixelsnap Charger with Stand. Note
that you don’t need a case to magnetically attach accessories, since the technology is built into the phone itself, but if you want to use a third-party case instead, it should support either Pixelsnap or MagSafe; otherwise, it might be too thick for you to securely attach accessories to the magnets. In addition to Google’s own accessories, the Pixel 10 is
compatible with third-party accessories, such as PopSockets. Marki Williams/NYT WirecutterAlthough Pixelsnap isn’t a reason to buy the Pixel 10, it’s a nice perk. We used it with MagSafe accessories we already owned, such as a PopSocket, a wallet, and the mount in our car, all of which worked just as well with the Pixel 10 as they did with an
iPhone. We also liked using the Pixelsnap stand, which comes with a detachable charging puck to take with you on the go. We mainly used the stand at a desk to charge the phone throughout the day while keeping an eye on notifications. But it also allows your phone to double as a smart display or digital photo frame.All Pixel 10 phones will get
updates until 2032. As with the Pixel 9 series, Google’s latest lineup will receive security upgrades, Android updates, and new Pixel features for the next seven years.Flaws but not dealbreakerslt has a smaller battery than the Pixel 9a. Interestingly enough, Google reserved its bigger, 5,100 mAh battery for its budget phone, the Pixel 9a. That battery
lasted us a couple of hours longer than the battery in the newest Pixel: We averaged a little over 15 hours on the Pixel 9a versus about 12 hours on the Pixel 10.Magic Cue, a marquee Al feature, isn’t quite ready for prime time. We were particularly excited to use Google’s new Magic Cue feature, which provides contextual suggestions based on what’s
on your screen. If a friend texts you about an upcoming house party, for example, you'll see the address populate above the keyboard; if you're calling an airline, you'll see upcoming flight details. The feature takes a bit of time to calibrate when you first set up your phone. Since Magic Cue is processing information on your device, it prioritizes and
schedules when it extracts the backlog of information — emails, texts, calendar invites — that is already on your phone, so it may take a bit of time before you start to see contextual suggestions automatically appear. Google says it should take at least 24 hours, but the process can be expedited when the Pixel is charging, idle, and connected to Wi-Fi.
Once it’s done processing the backlog, Magic Cue should begin to work instantaneously, with the ability to process and make suggestions based on new or recent information a lot quicker.The feature worked inconsistently throughout my week of testing. When a friend sent a reminder to pick up snacks on the way to their apartment, Magic Cue
properly triggered the Keep icon, which automatically prompted me to create a reminder in the app; another friend texted me for a specific phone number in our contacts, and it automatically surfaced above the keyboard. When I opened Google Maps, it suggested the restaurant I had made a reservation for and also surfaced restaurants I had
previously viewed on Eater. It struggled with calendar events, though — since Google Calendar was connected to both my personal and work calendars on our review unit, it had difficulty differentiating between the two. As a result, events wouldn’t appear as suggestions in the Messages app whenever someone asked me for details on a party or
meeting. Aside from that, the feature worked smoothly, with frequent suggestions appearing in Messages for Keep notes and specific contacts. But since I’ve been using the phone for only a short period of time, it’s technically still processing a backlog of information. We plan to continue testing the feature and will update this review with additional
impressions in the coming weeks.Video quality remains underwhelming. Even though the Pixel 10 has a 48-megapixel main camera sensor, video recordings looked clear but overexposed even in various lighting conditions. We preferred using the Pixel 10 Pro to shoot video. It’s a funny thing, this idea of calling something the best. After all, everyone
wants to think that their favorite of anything is the best — the best album, book, or cup of coffee — but that can’t always be true. And, when you apply the idea of being the best to a category as wide open as Android phones, which can come in different shapes, sizes, and prices, the task becomes even greater.However, I think I have a pretty good idea
of what makes an Android phone great. I test and review dozens of them every year, and I've spent time with just about every phone you can get your hands on in the US (and even some that you can only buy elsewhere). And, across my many Android-fueled adventures, I've learned to pick the qualities that make a phone worth buying. So, with that in
mind, here’s what I think are the best Android phones you can buy in 2025. Google has launched the Pixel 10 series. However, we have not yet reviewed the products and therefore cannot include them on this list. The new models bring plenty of improvements over their predecessors, so expect them to feature once we've thoroughly tested
them.Google Pixel 9 Pro XL: The best Android phone overall Google Pixel 9 Pro XLThe best specs in the Pixel 9 series * Gorgeous display ¢ Seven years of software updatesMSRP: $1,099.00Pure XL-ence.Google reserves its best hardware for the largest device in the line. The Google Pixel 9 Pro XL offers a 6.8-inch display, the biggest battery we've
ever seen in a Pixel phone, and 37W wired charging. Otherwise, the Pixel 9 Pro and the Pixel 9 Pro XL share almost all other hardware and software features, giving users the option between display sizes with top hardware.See price at AmazonSee price at Google StorePositivesExcellent build quality, refined designStunning displayExtensive update
policySharp, powerful camerasImproved wired chargingClever Gemini featuresConsTensor still runs warmConfusing charging situationOnly 128GB base storage I remember when Google’s Pixel phones felt like niche picks for the most dedicated Android fans. They paired clean, simple software with brilliant cameras and added a dash of fun Google
design to the mix, and I always felt clever spotting one out in the wild. These days, the Pixel 9 Pro XL hangs its hat on many of the same features as its predecessors, but it’s no longer a pick for those in the know — it’s just the best Android phone that money can buy.I’ve spent perhaps more time with the Pixel 9 Pro XL (and its smaller Pixel 9 Pro
sibling) than anyone else at Android Authority, and it continues to find new ways to impress. Its updated design with smooth, shiny side rails and a camera bar that’s become more of an island feels a little bit Apple-inspired, but in a way that makes me think the student has become the master. Granted, I've always been a fan of Google’s camera bar
design, but it now feels polished and premium in a way that can stand with any other phone on the market. And, since we’re already on the topic of the camera bar, let’s dig into Google’s impressive hardware a little further. The Pixel 9 Pro XL packs a 50MP primary sensor that’s simply excellent, capturing plenty of detail and processing images with a
very natural color profile thanks to the Tensor G4 chipset. Google’s ultrawide and 5x optical telephoto sensor help to round out the setup with up to 30x zoom, while tricks like a revamped panorama mode and Add Me helped to earn the phone the title of best Android camera phone, too. With an updated design, improved Tensor G4 chipset, and tons
of Al features, the Pixel 9 Pro XL is Google's most complete phone to date. Updates under the hood have helped to keep Google’s top-end flagship at the front of my mind since it launched last fall. Its 16GB of RAM (with 4GB reserved for Gemini) and up to 1TB of storage space feel like clever future-proofing methods that will keep the Pixel 9 Pro XL
near the top of the list as Google rolls out new Al-powered features like updates to the Pixel Studio, better support for Pixel Screenshots, and new capabilities for Gemini Live over the course of seven years of updates.Even the Pixel 9 Pro XL’s battery and charging setup have taken a step forward, thanks in no small part to the combination of the more
efficient Tensor G4 chipset and upgraded 37W wired speeds. I don’t even mind that I needed to pick up Google’s new USB-C Pixel charger, as I'm still achieving close to two days of battery life between charges. And, with a starting price of $1,099 (or $999 for the Pixel 9 Pro), Google’s best Pixel to date is a little more approachable than rivals from
Samsung and Apple. Pixel 9 Pro XL camera samples Pixel 9 Pro benchmark tests Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra: The best ultra-tier Android phone Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultral00x zoom * Big battery ¢ 7 years software supportMSRP: $1,299.99Samsung's best for 2025Simply put, this is Samsung's very best phone for 2025. The Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra
is a 6.9-inch QHD+ device with 12GB of RAM, 256GB+ of storage, embedded S Pen, and the overclocked Snapdragon 8 Elite SoC. The key upgrade over the lower S25 models is a 200MP main camera and 100x Space Zoom.See price at AmazonSee price at SamsungSee price at VerizonPositivesPremium materialsGreat battery lifeSolid camerasTop-
tier Snapdragon performanceBrilliant displayExcellent software policyConsDowngraded S PenMostly Al-based upgradesStill no full Qi2 supportCan be uncomfortable to holdVery expensive As a Pixel fan, it’s easy for me to hype up the Pixel 9 Pro XL as the best Android phone, but for many Samsung diehards, it’s Galaxy or nothing. And, with the
amount of power packed into the Galaxy S25 Ultra, I can see where they’'re coming from. If there’s a spec you’re looking for — solid charging, flexible cameras, ample RAM and storage — I'd be willing to bet that Samsung’s top-end option checks that box, which is why we’re calling it the best ultra-tier Android phone.From the minute you take it out
of the box, the Galaxy S25 Ultra feels like a tool that’s ready to work. Its massive titanium frame protects panels of Gorilla Glass Victus 2 on both the front and back, and it continues to house the S Pen that’s boosted productivity users since the days of the Galaxy Note lineup. Yes, Samsung simplified its built-in stylus a bit this year and took away a
few features, but it remains the easiest way to take notes and doodle your way into Sketch to Image on the gorgeous 6.9-inch AMOLED panel.To me, though, the Galaxy 25 Ultra stands out because of its four rear cameras. Like the previous generation, the start of the show is a huge 200MP sensor that covers much of the short-range zoom until the
dual 3x and 5x optical telephoto sensors take over to push to 100x Space Zoom with a bit of help from some Galaxy Al processing. I prefer the Galaxy S25 Ultra’s shots up to about the 10x zoom length, as there’s barely any drop in quality, and the built-in camera filters make it easier to put some personality into your images right off the bat.
Samsung's Galaxy S25 Ultra remains a productivity powerhouse with four rear cameras and a built-in S Pen. The rest of Samsung’s internals keep the Galaxy S25 Ultra well-positioned for the future, even if they come at a cost. Yes, this ultra-tier flagship starts at $1,299 — more than any of our other primary picks — but that’s what you pay for an
“Ultra” phone, and for your money, you get an overclocked Snapdragon 8 Elite chip, 12GB of RAM across most configurations, frequently updated Galaxy Al features, and the fastest charging that you’ll currently find on a Samsug phone at 45W. But, with seven years of updates, you can stretch your time with the Galaxy S25 Ultra further than most of
its rivals. Galaxy S25 Ultra camera samples Galaxy S25 Ultra benchmark tests Google Pixel 9a: The best Android phone under $500 Google Pixel 9aBuilt-in Gemini ¢ Incredible camera ¢ All-day batteryMSRP: $499.00All the Pixel essentials for less.The Google Pixel 9a brings built-in Gemini, an incredible camera, all-day battery, and seven years of
updates for under $500.See price at AmazonSee price at AmazonPositivesSolid, reliable camerasExcellent update commitmentClever Al-powered featuresGreat battery lifeNew, streamlined designExcellent priceConsRelatively slow chargingAging Gorilla Glass 3 (again)Missing Pixel Screenshots Although I love spending time with the biggest, most
expensive flagship Android phones, I think I'm ready to tell you a little secret: They’re not my favorites. Instead, I think the mid-range is the best section of the Android market right now — the phones that pick up a few flagship-level features without the painful price tag. There’s no better example than the slimmed-down, sped-up Pixel 9a.In almost
every way, the Pixel 9a is just the type of addition the larger Pixel 9 series needed. It carries over most of the great Al-powered features I mentioned falling in love with on the Pixel 9 Pro XL, like access to the Pixel Studio, using Gemini to multitask across apps, and receiving the same regular Pixel Drops as its flagship siblings. It’'s a bummer to see
Pixel Screenshots wind up on the cutting room floor, but I've always found screenshot management in Photos good enough that I don’t mind too much. I love the Pixel 9a's slimmed-down design and flagship-tier features at the $500 price point. Perhaps the one thing that initially surprised me about the Pixel 9a was its updated design. I'd seen leaks
and rumors that the camera bar was going away, and I didn’t want to believe it. However, since spending time with Google’s most affordable model, I've come around to the benefit of simplicity. Google didn’t just axe its iconic camera bar for fun, but instead found ways to slim the internal components to free up the space to embed its cameras deeper
into the body. The result is a phone that doesn’t collect dust around its cameras, but still manages to have the same Google-y personality I love about Pixels.Along with that refreshed design, Google gave its mid-ranger several other updates to make the $500 price tag feel like even more of a bargain. It carries the same Tensor G4 chipset as its
flagship siblings, and has swapped to a wider 48MP primary camera that lets in more light for Google’s brilliant image processing to play with, and it’s all topped off with the largest battery on any Pixel at 5,100mAh. I called it the best $500 phone I've ever used, and I'll stand by that until the Pixel 10a comes around. Pixel 9a camera samples Pixel 9a
benchmark tests Pixel 9a battery tests CMF Phone 2 Pro: The best Android phone under $300 Nothing CMF Phone 2 ProAmazing design and display * Cool modular features ¢ Triple-lens camera systemMSRP: $279.00A beautiful, forward-thinking phone that is far better than its low price would suggest.With the CMF Phone 2 Pro, you can spend
under $300 and get a terrific phone with a telephoto lens, cool modular tricks, and long-lasting software support.See price at Manufacturer siteSee price at AmazonPositivesIncredibly low priceAmazing design and displayCool modular featuresPrimary, ultrawide, and telephoto lensesGood update commitmentConsNot good for a US-based
buyerControversial Essential Key Moving down another step, it’'s remarkable to see how far the budget Android segment has come in just a few years. I remember bashing cheap options for their lame cameras, underwhelming charging, and bland designs, and now the CMF Phone 2 Pro feels like a breath of fresh air by comparison. It’s the personality-
packed follow-up to one of the most interesting phones of 2024, the CMF Phone 1, and it improves on almost every aspect of the modular design without jumping the price too much.Of course, I should point out that it still doesn’t work well in the US. Yes, you’ll get some band support, but it won’t completely cover any of the big three networks. That
said, if you live in a supported market, or can live with some signal inconsistency, there is absolutely no better phone under $300. The modular design is the most fun I've had with a phone since Samsung brought back the flip phone with its Galaxy Z Flip lineup. The design still works the same as it did on the first CMF Phone, having you release the
back panel with a series of screws before attaching different accessories like a lanyard, card holder, or a kickstand. CMF's Phone 2 Pro builds on a quirky, modular design in a way that's still fun to switch up every day. I think the coolest accessory that the team at CMF has cooked up is one that’s out for Moment’s lunch. The Phone 2 Pro supports new
external camera lenses, which you can screw on and off the updated 50MP sensors to give them macro and fisheye functionality. It’s perhaps a slightly old-fashioned take on what’s usually done with software or a dedicated sensor, but I like that it means you don’t have to worry about macro mode turning on and off as it senses you nearing a subject.
Oh, and have I mentioned that you can give this quirky pick a try for less than $300?At that price, we usually expect some pretty significant cuts to budget phones, but I think the Phone 2 Pro has managed to avoid most of the pitfalls. Its Dimensity 7300 Pro is up for most tasks, and adding the Essential Key allows the budget pick to tap into the same
convenient Al journal that Nothing introduced on its recent Phone 3a duo. The upgraded IP54 rating (up from IP52) is also a nice touch, but it falls slightly behind the IP68 protection that Samsung and Motorola have started adding to their affordable options. CMF Phone 2 Pro camera samples C. Scott Brown / Android AuthoritySamsung Galaxy A16
5G: The best Android phone under $200 Samsung Galaxy A16 5GMSRP: $199.99Budget phone, flagship support.The Galaxy A16 5G continues Samsung's trend of reliable budget phones, only this time it's equipped with flagship-grade software support that will see it enjoy up to six years of updates.See price at SamsungSee price at
AmazonPositivesStellar software update promiseSolid primary cameraDecent battery lifeGreat priceGood chargingConsJust-okay build qualityAging performanceWeak peripheral camerasBland design The last of our budget picks, the Galaxy A16 5G, somehow manages to dance within one of the tightest categories of Android phones. When launching
for less than $200, you have to make some serious concessions on the spec sheet, yet this cheap Android option manages to check off quite a few boxes with a decent IP54 rating (matching the CMF Phone 2 Pro above), an AMOLED panel with a 90Hz refresh rate, and an in-house Exynos 1330 processor in the US. It also looks the part of a more
expensive Galaxy device, pulling heavily from Samsung’s streamlined flagship style.I spent a fair portion of my winter with the Galaxy A16 5G in my pocket, and I came away impressed more often than not. Yes, I have to put it into the context that this is merely a $200 Android phone, but sometimes good enough is all you need. Its display is bright
enough in most conditions, its primary camera is flexible enough to cover day-to-day shooting in decent lighting, and its battery life is pretty solid because of the power-sipping processor. However, one thing truly adds a mountain of value to a phone that costs little more than a mole hill. Samsung's Galaxy A16 5G is a fine value pick boosted by an
incredible update commitment. Yes, it’s Samsung’s downright remarkable commitment to software updates. Despite costing about the same as a premium pair of running shoes, the Galaxy A16 5G is on tap for six years of updates across major Android patches and regular security coverage. That puts this budget option at more updates than either the
OnePlus 13 or Motorola Razr Ultra can match, despite both flagships costing at least four times more.Ultimately, that mix of value and long-term support makes the Galaxy A16 5G great for a few particular groups of people, like kids or grandparents. It makes sense for the former as you won’t have to worry too much about the phone picking up scuffs
or scrapes since it doesn’t cost too much to repair or replace, while it makes sense for the latter as One Ul probably won’t change too much over the course of its many updates, making it easy for you to lend a hand as the go-to tech support person in your family. Ryan Haines / Android AuthorityGoogle Pixel 9 Pro: The best Android camera phone
Google Pixel 9 Prolmpressive Al-powered features ¢ Excellent build quality ¢ Flexible, capable cameras ¢ Reliable update commitmentMSRP: $999.00All Pro, in a compact package.The Google Pixel 9 Pro is the Pixel device many have been begging for for a long time: Google's very best smartphone hardware and software features, in a more compact
form factor. With identical dimensions to the regular Pixel 9, it retains the same great specs as the much larger XL model, plus 16GB of RAM, up to 1TB of internal storage, and the Tensor G4 chipset.See price at AmazonSee price at Google StorePositivesImpressive Gemini-powered featuresExcellent build qualityGorgeous displayFlexible, capable
camerasReliable update commitmentConsTensor G4 still runs hotCharges slower than 9 Pro XLLimited base storage A lazier guide would tell you to scroll back up to the Pixel 9 Pro XL — our pick for the best overall Android phone — skim that entry, and then come back here to understand why the Pixel 9 Pro also makes this list, as both phones share
the same camera specs and smarts. But I'’d much rather take this chance to hype up one of the best pocket-sized phones you can still get your hands on. After all, this is the one phone that’s made its way back into my pocket more than any other whenever I find myself between reviews, and if you don’t care about having a larger screen for snaps, the
Pixel 9 Pro gets you that same industry-leading camera package for under $1,000, so it’ll save you some cash, too.Google’s 6.3-inch flagship packs the same hardware — 50MP primary, 48MP periscope telephoto, and 48MP ultrawide sensors — as the Pixel 9 Pro XL, but the smaller body makes it much easier to pull out of your pocket and grab a photo
before you miss the moment. On top of that, the Pixel 9 Pro still supports all of the same Al-powered shooting modes like Add Me, the refreshed Panorama mode, and the ability to edit your shots after the fact with Magic Editor.Want to see the proof for yourself? You can check out a whole bunch of our camera test samples in this Google Drive. The
Pixel 9 Pro takes everything we loved about the XL and, well, shrinks it. Of course, to make its compact Pro model run smoothly, Google had to make a cut or two. Thankfully, it didn’t follow the path of Apple’s previous Pros, putting different telephoto sensors on each size, but instead opted for a smaller battery. The Pixel 9 Pro packs a still-solid
4,700mAh battery with 27W wired charging from the same USB-C Pixel charger I've mentioned once or twice and 21W wireless charging from the in-house Pixel Stand. Otherwise, though, everything from the combination of aluminum and Gorilla Glass Victus 2 to the top-notch build quality and the still-questionable Temperature Sensor is a perfect
match for the full-sized flagship. Motorola Razr Ultra: The best flip-style Android foldable Motorola Razr UltraBlisteringly fast charging and excellent battery life ¢ Ultra-flagship-tier performance ¢ Top-notch materials and eye-catching Pantone colorsMSRP: $1,299.99High-end processing power in a folding shellAdding Ultra to the name, the Motorola
Razr Ultra is the first folding phone from Moto with a top-tier processor. The 7-inch folding display is paired with a half-size front display to give you both a premium experience, and a compact and portable communication device.See price at AmazonSee price at AmazonPositivesBlisteringly fast charging and excellent battery lifeUltra-flagship-tier
performanceSolid dual camera setupTop-notch materials and eye-catching Pantone colorsTwo very vibrant displaysClean, simple softwareConsMoto Al feels half bakedLimited software commitmentLong-range zoom kinda stinksExpensive It’s tough to pick a flip phone as my favorite overall Android phone, but I think the Motorola Razr Ultra is about
as close as any has come. After all, it’s the first of its form factor to truly take the training wheels off, packing its spec sheet with Ultra-grade decisions while carefully dancing within its limits. It takes almost everything I loved about the previous flagship Razr foldable, fixes the odd camera decision I thought I'd like, and then adds an extra dose of
power in the form of additional RAM and Qualcomm’s top-tier chipset.More specifically, the Razr Ultra packs an impressive 16GB of RAM in its base configuration with 512GB of storage by default, both of which are more than any of Samsung’s foldables can match. It then pairs them up with the Snapdragon 8 Elite chipset and a 4,700mAh battery
that towers over that of most flip phones I've reviewed. Not only that, but Motorola’s top-tier flip phone also packs a charging setup worth writing home about. The Razr Ultra ships ready to handle up to 68W wired TurboPower speeds with 30W wireless charging as a backup, at least as long as you have a capable charger. That’s fast enough to run
circles around everyone but OnePlus in the US, and makes an already great phone feel even better. The Razr Ultra is by far the best-looking, most powerful flip phone I've ever used. Perhaps what wins the Razr Ultra the most points over Samsung’s Galaxy Z Flip lineup is that I still prefer its cover screen experience. There are no hoops to jump



through, no extra software to install, and no weird layouts to avoid. Yes, your apps use the entire display by default, meaning they might get cut off by the camera cutouts, but you can quickly fix that with a press of the gesture pill to compact the interface into a smaller square. On top of that, AI companions like Perplexity, Gemini, and Moto AI come
optimized for the cover screen, making it easy to ask for help when needed.While I don’t usually like to put too much stock into the way a phone looks — especially if I'm going to put it into a case — there’s no way around it on the Razr Ultra. Every colorful finish that Motorola offers comes from its close partnership with Pantone, and the different
back panels offer more personality than the usual mix of Gorilla Glass can match. I reviewed the Mountain Trail version, which comes with a wooden back and a bronzed aluminum frame, but Motorola’s Scarab finish is an eye-catcher with its deep green color and slightly fuzzy Alcantara back panel. I might be concerned about how it’ll age in the
coming years, but I can’t say I've seen anyone use materials quite like Motorola. Motorola Razr Ultra camera samples Ryan Haines / Android AuthorityGoogle Pixel 9 Pro Fold: The best tablet-style Android foldable Google Pixel 9 Pro FoldImproved design ¢ 8-inch folding display ¢ Seven years of software updatesMSRP: $1,799.00The Fold goes Pro.The
Pixel 9 Pro Fold is Google's most impressive foldable to date, offering a 6.3-inch exterior display, 16GB of RAM, and 256GB of internal storage. When you're ready for more, unfold to access the 8-inch interior display. Solid cameras, a decent battery, and top-notch software support round out this monster of a device.See price at AmazonSee price at
Google StorePositivesImpressively thin design that opens completely flatExcellent displays with high brightnessThoughtful enhancements to Android for foldablesLots of Gemini-powered Al featuresSeven years of update supportConsCamera setup weaker than other Pixel 9sSluggish, frustrating chargingTensor G4 behind the competition for
powerButtons too lowExtremely high price At long last, there’s a new king of the tablet-style Android foldable phones. Yes, this was Samsung’s spot to lose for a long time — partly because it was the only real option in the US for several years — and now it’s happened. After an original Pixel Fold that felt like a bright idea with classic prototype flaws,
the Pixel 9 Pro Fold feels ready to stand on its own two feet, or at least two sides of its hinge. Google took everything we liked about its original form factor, ironed out the quirks, and then completely reimagined its internal display for a more comfortable experience.What surprised me most about coming to the Pixel 9 Pro Fold a little late in the game
is that it doesn’t feel too different from the small Pixel 9 Pro, at least not when closed. As a result, I'm much more willing to pull it out of my pocket for casual tasks like streaming, social media, and updating my Strava activities without feeling like I'm trying to type on a knife’s edge. Then, when I've found whatever show I'm desperately trying to keep
up with, I'm perfectly comfortable opening the nearly bezelless internal display and only losing a bit of space to letterboxing. The Pixel 9 Pro Fold feels like a much larger upgrade than simply a second-year refresh. Although it’s a massive leap forward for Google’s foldables overall, the Pixel 9 Pro Fold isn’t without its quirks. Its slim form factor means
the Tensor G4 chipset has to work a little harder to vent heat, while the 4,650mAh battery is held back by just 21W wired charging — barely faster than what you get from the Pixel 9a for a third of the cost. Google’s peripheral cameras feel like odd choices, too, with just a 10.8MP telephoto and 10.5MP ultrawide to hold down the newly square camera
bump.And yet, I still feel like the Pixel 9 Pro Fold is the best tablet-style foldable you can get your hands on. Maybe it’s because many of the Android Authority crew are Pixel fans by nature, but I feel like Google’s approach to Android remains one of the cleanest and easiest to navigate, with the right mix of optimizations for the internal display. You’ll
also get the full suite of Al-powered features like Call Screen, Pixel Studio, and Gemini Live, just with far more real estate on which to explore them. Pixel 9 Pro Fold camera samples OnePlus 13: The best Android phone for battery life OnePlus 13Gorgeous design * Clever Al features ¢ Flexible camerasMSRP: $899.99The OG flagship killer's killer
flagship.The OnePlus 13 is the company's most killer flagship to date, offering a massive battery, speedy charging, and powerful cameras that give Google and Samsung something to worry about.PositivesGorgeous designincredible camera zoom and overall photographyHelpful Al integrationExcellent charging optionsSimplified Oxygen OS
experienceGreat performanceConsMagnetic charging requires accessoriesFewer updates than Samsung or Google These days, 5,000mAh batteries have almost become the standard on large Android flagships. Everyone is using them, from Google to Samsung to Motorola, and it’s made life hard when hunting for the phone with the best battery life.
However, whenever everyone seems to catch up, there’s always one brand ready to jump ahead again. To nobody’s surprise, it’s once again the flagship killer, OnePlus. Its OnePlus 13 is a shoo-in for the best battery life, and it comes down to a no-limits combination of capacity and charging speed. Plus, it also helps that it’s generally one of the best
phones OnePlus has ever made.Up first, the cell that keeps the lights on. The OnePlus 13’s 6,000mAh cell is large enough to make all but the most dedicated gaming phones feel inadequate. It’s a full 1,000mAh larger than the battery Samsung tapped for its Galaxy S25 Ultra or Google chose for its Pixel 9 Pro XL, yet the OnePlus 13 is no thicker than
either one. It can achieve such a remarkable capacity thanks to its switch from lithium-ion technology to silicon-carbon, a move that we’d love to see the likes of Samsung copy the next time it tries an ultra-thin Edge model. Better, our objective drain testing showed that the OnePlus 13 can go on and on thanks to its impressive cooling setup and
efficient Snapdragon 8 Elite chipset. It does experience some pretty extreme throttling here and there, occasionally quitting out benchmarking tests in the name of thermal management, but I've always been able to go two days between charges, so I'm not complaining. OnePlus's 6,000mAh battery looms large over most other Android flagships. And,
when you inevitably drain your OnePlus 13, SuperVOOC charging is some of the best in the business. You'll need to keep the included USB-A charger close at hand since SuperVOOC is a much different standard than USB PD PPS in terms of support, but when you watch the OnePlus 13 fly back to a 50% charge in just 13 minutes, you probably won’t
have an issue with it. OnePlus’s latest flagship also supports 50W wireless charging through a brand-new magnetic charger with a built-in fan, though you’ll need a magnetic charger and might have to use a special plastic panel to protect the Arctic Dawn finish should you choose that colorway — it’s a bit of a confusing mess, and the only blot on an
otherwise near-perfect package. OnePlus 13 camera samples ASUS ROG Phone 9 Pro: Best Android phone for gaming ASUS ROG Phone 9 ProOverkill performance ¢ Outstanding battery life ¢« Fast, universal chargingMSRP: $1,199.99Peak gaming power.The ROG Phone 9 Pro is ASUS' flagship gaming smartphone for 2024 and early-to-mid 2025. It
boasts unrivaled performance, thanks to its powerhouse Snapdragon 8 Elite chip, and advanced gaming features to propel your gaming experience up another level.See price at AmazonSee price at AsusPositivesOverkill performanceOutstanding battery lifeFast, universal chargingSuper-stable videoHandy Al toolsConsExpensive Pro modelPoor
software commitmentInconsistent camerasNo 4K recording on all lenses The last of our main selections for this list of the best Android phones is one for the gamers, literally. ASUS’s ROG Phone 9 Pro is about as close to a gaming laptop as you can get, at least if you can ignore that it doesn’t fold in half. It has a frankly ridiculous spec sheet, offering
up to 24GB of RAM with a Snapdragon 8 Elite chip under the hood and 65W wired charging that’s much faster than the MacBook Air I'm using to assemble this list.Of course, those features aren’t completely unheard of in the flagship Android segment — well, 24GB of RAM is a lot — but its clever gaming tweaks set the ROG Phone 9 Pro apart. It pulls
the programmable matrix from the back of the ROG Zephyrus and pairs it with pressure-sensitive triggers dotted around the frame to help you draw some of the controls off the 6.78-inch AMOLED itself. Those features, combined with the improved efficiency of the Snapdragon 8 Elite chip, had my colleague Rob Triggs gaming with a smile, pushing
the ROG Phone 9 Pro as hard as he wanted to find out where its throttling point lay. For what might be the first time, though, Rob also declared this to be a gaming phone he might not mind using every day. See, a lot of gaming-specific devices fall into the common trap of being too big, too edgy, and too expensive for casual usage, not to mention the
fact that camera hardware almost always comes last. On the ROG Phone 9 Pro, however, you get an updated 50MP LYTIA 700 sensor for the bulk of your photography, and ASUS has reimagined its stabilization for better video shooting. The display is also brighter and smoother than before, topping out at a 185Hz refresh rate and 2,500 nits of
brightness, which is more than enough for a bright, sunny day. The ROG Phone 9 Pro is an elite gaming phone that's flexible enough for everyday usage. Also, if you're serious about pushing the ROG Phone 9 Pro to its gaming limits (and why wouldn’t you be?), ASUS has several accessories worth checking out. Rob got plenty of mileage out of the
detachable controller below, though he also mentioned the external cooling setup as a helpful option when trying to game and charge simultaneously. And, if you're not set on the customizable LED matrix on the back, you can also check out the ROG Phone 9 to save a couple of bucks. ROG Phone 9 Pro camera samples Honorable mentions Xiaomi 15
UltraXiaomi 15 UltraBrilliant cameras * Two-day battery life * Fast universal chargingThe best camera phone you can buy?The Xiaomi 15 Ultra is an elite camera phone with incredible photography hardware and processing. It also packs rapid charging, great battery life, and is supported by up to six years of security updates. If the Xiaomi 15 Ultra
were just a little bit easier to access in the US, it might have earned a full spot on our list rather than simply an honorable mention, and I think it still has a legitimate claim to being the best Android camera phone. Like the last few Ultras, it’s practically a mirrorless camera with a phone on the back, pairing a trio of 50MP sensors with a 200MP
telephoto camera and sporting an overall design that’s reminiscent of a Leica mirrorless camera to go along with Xiaomi’s Leica-tuned color science. Nothing Phone 3a ProNothing Phone 3a ProTriple camera setup with dedicated zoom ¢ Fast wired charging * Eye-catching designFlagship camera zoom, budget price.The Nothing Phone 3a Pro is a
powerful budget phone with a triple camera setup that includes a periscope lens with 3x optical zoom. Making its first full appearance on this list (CMF Phone 2 Pro not withstanding), the Nothing Phone 3a Pro is one of the most fun mid-rangers I've reviewed in a while. Yes, it suffers from the same limited US band support as its siblings, but it’s easy
to fall in love with the dot-based Nothing OS skin, the light-up Glyph Interface, and the snappy 50W wired charging. I might like the more subtle camera bump on the Nothing Phone 3a a little better, but the extra zoom flexibility is a worthy tradeoff. OnePlus 13ROnePlus 13RSpeedy performance * Long-lasting battery * Superb value for moneyR-eally
great.The OnePlus 13R is everything you’'d expect from a OnePlus phone — blazing performance, amazing battery life, and rapid charging. Add to that a gorgeous display and a smooth, feature-packed Oxygen OS experience, and you have a phone that feels like it punches well above its $600 price tag. OnePlus’s proper 2025 flagship is more than
deserving of its place as our battery king, but its mid-range option isn’t far behind. Some might say that the OnePlus 13R is a bit of a 2024 flagship in disguise, and I think they’d be right — in the best of ways. It pairs a Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 chipset with a OnePlus 13-esque design, housing a trio of camera sensors in its circular bump. I'll never
complain about a phone with a 6,000mAh battery capacity, though it’s a bit of a bummer that the included SuperVOOC charger will only get you to 55W. Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 6Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 6Solid dual-camera setup ¢ Excellent build quality ¢ Class-leading update commitmentThe Flip gets refreshed.The Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 6
introduces several exciting updates over previous Flip phones. It is equipped with a larger battery, improved cooling, and a next-gen chipset. 12GB of RAM and up to 512GB of storage mean you do not need to compromise on performance. The 3.4-inch front display offers info at a glance, while the 6.7-inch 22:9 main AMOLED display offers a 120Hz
refresh rate. Although I'm happy to call Motorola’s latest Razr Ultra the best flip phone, it’s also the most expensive. Samsung’s Galaxy Z Flip 6, on the other hand, picks up right where the Galaxy Z Flip 5 left off, with two capable cameras, a folder-shaped Flex Window, and nabs a chipset upgrade to keep things interesting. You’ll have to get used to
having two app drawers if you want more than Maps, YouTube, and Google Messages at your disposal, but Samsung’s full-screen widgets are simply excellent. Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 6Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 6Thinner and lighter ¢ Sizeable cover display ¢ Great performanceThinner, lighter, and more powerful than ever.With a focus on refinement
over previous generation Fold phones, the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 6 rocks a 6.3-inch cover screen, a 7.6-inch, 20.9:18, 120Hz AMOLED folding display, the Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 Mobile Platform for Galaxy chipset, a 50MP camera, 12GB of RAM, and up to 1TB of internal storage. In that same vein, the Galaxy Z Fold 6 has gone from setting the
standard for book-style foldables to playing second fiddle to the Pixel. It’s still an excellent foldable, and its taller, thinner internal display sometimes makes a bit more sense than Google’s wide aspect ratio, but it hasn’t changed too much outside of a chipset upgrade in recent years, still sporting the same battery, charging setup, and cameras as the
Folds that came before it. Google Pixel 9Google Pixel 9Powerful Gemini Al tools ¢ Excellent build quality, refined design ¢ Extensive update policyThe vanilla Pixel 9.The Pixel 9 rocks a 6.3-inch display, Tensor G4 chipset, 12GB of RAM, and at least 128GB of internal storage.See price at Google Store If you've spent any time looking for a great Android
phone, you’ll know there aren’t many small ones left. Somehow, 6.5-inch or larger displays have become the standard, leaving those of us with smaller hands relegated to a precious few picks. Thankfully, the Pixel 9 is one of those, offering quite a lot of the Pro-level experience in a slightly more comfortable form factor. Its 6.3-inch display is easy to
reach across yet doesn’t feel so tiny that you’'re missing out on real estate. If we hadn’t already put every other Pixel 9 device on this list, this one might have earned more than an honorable mention. Samsung Galaxy S24 FESamsung Galaxy S24 FEFlexible cameras for the price ¢ Class-leading update commitment ¢ Great valueA phone that fans and
Galaxy newcomers will love.The Galaxy S24 FE is a Samsung flagship in all but name. It delivers the right mix of performance, Galaxy Al smarts, camera flexibility, and overall durability while keeping the cost pegged right at $650, and with an update promise that matches the Android elite.See price at Amazon Many of Samsung’s best offerings lay it
on pretty heavy with the focus on power users, and there’s nothing wrong with that. However, it also has the unintended benefit of making Samsung’s budget-conscious picks stand out slightly more. The Galaxy S24 FE is one such option, landing just below the flagship tier with a display that nearly matches the Galaxy S25 Plus, materials like
aluminum and Gorilla Glass Victus Plus that I'd trust without a case, and just enough of a dip into Galaxy Al to give more users a taste of Chat Assist, Note Assist, and better photo editing tools. What to look for in a good Android phoneRobert Triggs / Android AuthorityWe could sit here and list the best Android phones all day — we’re phone nerds, it’s
our job. We’ll sit here and reminisce on some of the best phones from yesteryear, too, looking for any excuse to pull something fun out of the closet. However, just because we like one or two or ten things about a phone doesn’t mean it’s right for you. There’s much more to consider before you splash the cash, especially if you plan to have this phone
for several years. We have our favorite Android phones, but the best way for you to pick one is to break it down into the features you really want. For example, if you want a small, super-portable phone, something like the Galaxy S25 Ultra simply won’t work, no matter how you try to wrangle it. That 6.9-inch display will always feel too big for your
pocket. At the same time, it’s a great phone that packs flexible cameras, a powerful chipset, and a convenient S Pen, so it’s all about deciding what features you absolutely must have in a device.So, with that in mind, here are a few things I always tell people to look for when buying a new phone: Software updates: A phone is only as good as the
number of software updates it will receive. You won’t be able to change your battery, display, or camera hardware over time, so most of the value you’ll pull from a phone comes from keeping it for years and years after you’'ve paid it off. The best way to guarantee some of that value is with a Pixel or Galaxy device set for seven years of patches, though
Motorola and OnePlus are catching up with four and five years of support at their flagship levels. Camera flexibility: If you're after one of the best Android phones on the market, you probably have high camera expectations. It’s perfectly understandable — you’ll probably capture your life with this device for several years. And, as you might have
noticed, single-camera Android phones aren’t a thing anymore. So, if you prioritize a great camera phone, you’ll want to keep an eye on things like sensor size, telephoto focal length, and how your phone processes images after the fact. Display size: As mentioned above, finding a small Android phone is easier said than done these days. There aren’t
many 6.1-inch or 6.2-inch options left, with premium picks like the Pixel 9 Pro XL and Galaxy S25 Ultra measuring close to 7 inches, and many budget to mid-range options measuring 6.5 inches or larger. Also, if display size is no issue (or you want a phone that can check two boxes at once), you might consider a foldable that can take over for a tablet,
too. RAM and storage options: Depending on your needs, you might also want to monitor the RAM and storage that your chosen Android phone comes with. At one point, 8GB of RAM was enough to tackle everything from web browsing to gaming to streaming a full season on Netflix, but no longer. With the explosion of Al-powered features, 12GB is
closer to the bare minimum for flagships, while the Pixel 9 Pro series feels even more capable with 16GB across the board. To fold or not to fold: Foldable Android phones remain one of the most exciting categories in tech, at least to me. They’ve improved by leaps and bounds in recent years, picking up better cameras, thinner hinges, and better
protection against water and dust. However, you’ll still have to weigh out whether or not you have the budget to try something new and if you can live with a spec sheet that hasn’t caught up just yet. Durability: These days, phones feature more premium materials than ever, sometimes pairing aluminum and titanium frames with advanced glasses like
Panda Glass and Gorilla Glass or interesting textures like vegan leather and, in the case of the Razr Ultra, Alcantara. My advice would be to think about what materials you want and whether or not you plan to put your phone in a case. Also, keep in mind that IP68 ratings against water and dust have become the standard for many flagships, so think
twice before settling for a lower rating, even if it saves money. Charging speed: It's no longer a surprise to see phones ship with 5,000mAh batteries — in fact, it’s expected on phones of a certain size. However, with great power capacity comes great responsibility, so you’ll want to keep an eye on the charging speeds that your new phone supports.
Some, like OnePlus, offer up to 80W speeds with the correct charger, while others, like the Galaxy S25, won’t go above 25W no matter how hard you try. Also, if you opt for something like the Pixel 9 Pro XL, you'll need Google’s in-house USB-C charger to guarantee the best speeds, so you might need to budget for some extra charging accessories. Al
features: One last thing worth watching — and probably the least essential of my picks — is the list of Al features your new phone will support. If you opt for a flagship Pixel or a Galaxy S25, you’ll get a pretty solid set of Gemini and Galaxy Al picks, while the OnePlus 13 and Motorola Razr lineup might lag behind just a bit. Then again, you might find
that the available features don’t quite mesh with your usage or don’t feel quite polished enough, so you may also be able to get by with Circle to Search and some of the other features that have made their way to lower price points. Why you should trust meRyan Haines / Android Authorityl’'m a phone guy — always have been. I can still rattle off every
device I've ever purchased with my own money, and I continue to hold the LG G3 as one of my favorite phones of all time. I stayed almost perfectly true to Android ever since my parents got me my first smartphone after I made it to high school, at least as long as you’re willing to forgive the few years I spent with an iPhone 7 when I let green bubble
bullying get the best of me.Since then, I've made my love of phones into my day job, shifting my personal SIM more times than I can count and spending time with everything from the Motorola Moto G Play (2021) to the OnePlus Open to the Galaxy S25 Ultra in my pocket. I won’t pretend to have loved every phone I've reviewed — you have to break a
few eggs to make an omelet — but I've taken highlights away from each one and come to appreciate Android options both high and low. I review dozens of Android phones every single year, and my personal SIM moves around enough to qualify for frequent flyer status. Further, my opinions come from more than simply running around with a new
phone in my pocket. Part of my role as a reviewer is to work closely with my colleague, and our resident testing expert, Rob Triggs, to come up with objective metrics by which we can compare devices. We've worked closely to cook up tests for battery life and charging, along with a nicely standardized set of ways to put CPUs and GPUs through their
paces long before I ever sit down to write a review. Do I still count my hands-on experience? Of course I do, but I also like to ensure that data backs them up. If you want more information on our testing procedures, you can read our full methodology at the link. 224 votes Sometimes, my need to be thorough means that I’'m not the first reviewer to
press the publish button, and I'm rarely the shortest and sweetest among my peers, but I don’t mind. I'll happily cause a little bit of a headache for my editor (shout out to you, Ollie) if it means I know I'm being as thorough as possible. Besides, with how far phones have come in just the last few years, I'm not sure how anyone could put together a
review without stopping and taking a few stretch breaks. Thank you for being part of our community. Read our Comment Policy before posting.



