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New home construction walkthrough checklist

Finding the right land, hiring a builder, developing a plan, and securing financing are crucial steps in building a new home. Here's a checklist to help you navigate the process. This list is not exhaustive, so be sure to consult your home builder for specific instructions. ### Find and Purchase Land The first step in building your dream home is to
purchase the land. Work with a real estate agent to find a suitable lot or land being developed in an established neighborhood. Developers will typically handle the installation of essential services like water, electricity, roads, internet, sewer lines, gas lines, etc. ### Hire a Home Builder Choose a reputable builder who can guide you through the
process and ensure that your home is built according to your plans. ### Develop a Floor Plan and Site Plan Create a detailed floor plan and site plan to visualize your dream home. You may work with your builder or hire an architect to create these plans. ### Acquire HOA Approvals If necessary, obtain approval from the Homeowners Association
(HOA) for any changes to the building process. ### Hire an Engineer for an Engineered Slab Engage a professional engineer to design and inspect the engineered slab foundation for your home. ### Develop Budget Establish a realistic budget for the project, including contingencies for unexpected expenses. ### Bid Out Secure financing by
bidding out construction loans with banks or other lenders. ### Secure Financing with the Bank for the Construction Loan Get pre-approved for construction loans with banks and secure funding for the project. ### Hire an Engineer for a Septic Drawing Design and inspect the septic system for your home, if applicable. ### Install Water Meter
Install a water meter on the property to track water usage. ### Set up Temporary Power Provide temporary power to the building site during construction. ### Drop Temporary Restroom Facilities Establish temporary restroom facilities for workers on the construction site. ### Order Windows Purchase windows that meet your specifications and
budget. ### Site Work/Clear Lot Clear the land, removing any debris or obstacles before constructing the home. ### Pad Work Prepare the foundation pad by leveling and compacting the ground to ensure a stable base for the home. ### Build Forms for Slab Construct forms to shape the slab according to your plans. ### Plumber Rough In Begin
installing plumbing fixtures and systems, such as pipes, fixtures, and appliances. ### Electric Rough In Install electrical wiring, outlets, switches, and other necessary components. ### Slab Engineer Inspects Pad Inspect the foundation pad for any issues or defects before pouring the concrete slab. ### Pour Slab Concrete Pour the concrete slab
according to your plans and specifications. ### Order Exterior Doors Purchase exterior doors that meet your design requirements. ### Order Trusses Acquire roof trusses from a supplier, which will be installed later. ### Order Brick Order brick or other materials for the exterior finish. ### Fireplace Inserts Install fireplace inserts or other
heating systems according to local building codes. ### Propane Tank Purchase Purchase propane tanks and install them at your home. ### Purchase Appliances Acquire appliances that meet your needs and budget. ### Framing Construct the frame of the home, using materials such as wood or steel framing. ### Install Windows and
Construction Doors Install windows and construction doors according to your plans. ### Install Roof Systems Install roofing systems, including shingles, flashing, and other components. ### Meet with Cabinet Maker Meet with a cabinet maker to discuss and create custom cabinets for your home. ### Mason Hire a mason to install brick, stone, or
other exterior finishes. ### Paint Exterior Paint the exterior of the home according to your desired color scheme and style. ### HVAC Rough In Begin installing heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, including ductwork. ### Insulation Install insulation in the walls, ceiling, and floors to reduce energy consumption. ###
Sheetrock Install sheet rock to create smooth walls for painting or finishing. ### Tape, float, & texture Finish the interior surfaces by taping seams, floating and texturing ceilings and walls. ### Install Interior Trim and Doors Install interior trim and doors that meet your specifications. ### Install Garage Doors Install garage doors according to
local building codes. ### Install Countertops Acquire countertops that match your design requirements. ### Tile Work Install tile for flooring, walls, or other areas as desired. ### Septic Install Install a septic system if applicable and necessary for the property. ### Cabinets (check out this guide to upper kitchen cabinet dimensions) Install
cabinets in the kitchen according to your plans and specifications. ### Landscape Plan Create a landscape plan that suits your outdoor space and style preferences. ### Pour Driveway, Walkway, and Patios Pour driveways, walkways, and patios according to your design requirements. ### Install Landscape and Irrigation Install landscaping and
irrigation systems as desired. ### Interior Painting Paint the interior surfaces of the home according to your color scheme and style. ### Install Lock Out and Cabinet Hardware Install hardware for cabinets and other fixtures. ### Kitchen Appliances Installation Install kitchen appliances that meet your needs and budget. ### Electric Final
Finalize electrical installations, including connections and wiring. ### Plumbing Final Complete plumbing installations, including connections and fixtures. ### HVAC Final Finish HVAC installations, including connections and ductwork. ### Install Flooring Install flooring that suits your preferences and budget. ### Mirror and Glass Installation
Install mirrors and glass components in the home according to local building codes. ### Towel Racks, Toilet Paper Holders etc. Add towel racks, toilet paper holders, and other fixtures to the bathroom. ### Final Clean of Interior and Construction Site Conduct a final clean of the interior and construction site before completion. ### Final
Walkthrough Complete a thorough walkthrough with your builder and inspect the finished home for any issues. ### Final Home Inspection Perform a final inspection of the completed home to ensure it meets your expectations. Working with an architect can be a good experience if you're looking for someone who communicates well and meets
deadlines. However, custom home building often involves many changes to the initial floor plan, so it's essential to choose an architect who is willing to work closely with you throughout the process. It's also crucial to discuss change costs beforehand, as some architects may charge extra per modification. In addition to hiring an architect, finding a
reliable and communicative home builder is equally important. Look for builders with a proven track record and references, as well as excellent project management skills. Don't be afraid to shop around or call references - it's better to take your time and choose the right partner than to rush into something that might not work out. Other costs you
should factor in include water meter fees, which can range from $3,000 to $6,000 depending on your location. Be sure to schedule this early in the process as construction cannot begin without a functioning water supply. When it comes to building materials, be aware of potential delays and their associated costs. For instance, window manufacturers
may have long lead times, which can slow down the entire construction process. Our experience with delayed windows taught us that ordering ahead of time is crucial, even if it means waiting longer for other aspects of your home. To avoid unnecessary delays and expenses, consider the sequence of tasks: installing windows first, followed by brick or
stone work, painting, and finally roofing. This order helps prevent overspray issues and ensures a smoother building process overall. Lastly, site preparation is also essential - if trees need to be removed, it's best to do so before construction begins. Please check out these related posts for more information on Master Bedroom Layout Designs,
bedroom closet dimensions, and how long roofing takes. The process of building a house requires careful planning and execution. Simply cutting down trees at the base won't suffice, as the roots can cause foundation problems in the future. Removing these roots completely and leveling the site are essential tasks that demand expertise to account for
water runoff and the type of foundation being used. For slab foundations without basements, the construction site is leveled and graded, then fine dirt is added and flattened. It's more cost-effective to build up the dirt pad rather than the concrete for the slab foundation. In areas prone to flooding, such as near a creek, building up the pad slightly can
provide additional protection against potential future flooding. Once the site work and pad work are completed, the slab pour can be prepared. The concrete construction crew will use provided plans to build foundation walls with wood that outline the future concrete slab. These wooden forms hold the concrete while it cures, a process detailed in
another post. Before pouring the concrete, electricians and plumbers do their first round of rough-ins, laying pipes and wires for the home within the foundation. It's crucial to plan carefully in this step, especially when dealing with electricity and plumbing, as adding these features through the concrete later can be challenging. The plumber also lays
pipes for propane or gas during this stage. Exterior walls and interior walls are built by framers who follow the floor plan to add roof decking, trusses, and exterior construction doors. Framing stages, including installing a DIY kitchen vent hood, are detailed in other posts. This stage is exciting as rooms begin to take shape within the house. It's also
an ideal time to personalize the space with personal touches like writing bible verses on the walls. Roofing follows mason work, especially if the exterior will be painted. However, inclement weather can allow roofers to install a protective barrier that will eventually be under shingles. Once the roof is installed, various steps follow, including installing
HVAC systems, insulation, sheetrock, and tape/float/texture. After completing these tasks, moving on to cabinets, interior trim for stair balusters, door casings, interior doors, and eventually interior painting can occur. The plumber and electrician will come out three times to complete their work: before the concrete is poured, after the HVAC system
installation, and during final connections. The construction process involves many steps that require careful planning and execution. Each stage builds upon the last, culminating in a completed home that meets its occupants' needs and expectations. The construction process involves multiple stages. Initially, the electrical wiring and pipes are
installed in the slab. Then, the framer completes their work before the second stage, where wires and pipes run through walls. The third and final stage is when plumbing fixtures, light fixtures, and electrical outlets are installed. Additionally, small issues are addressed to ensure a smooth move-in date. This phase includes installing custom finishes
like wood beams, trim work, and lock-out hardware. After this, the painter can start working on the interior, allowing you to choose paint colors and start selecting furniture. As the build process progresses, it's essential to manage expectations and take your time, completing one task at a time. Once all fixtures and finishes are selected, flooring, and
paint colors chosen, the new home is ready for closing and move-in. However, before signing off on the final walkthrough, inspect the property carefully, as there may be hidden issues despite its pristine appearance. Make sure to check the sprinkler system, ensuring all heads are working properly. Also, inspect the porch, deck, and patio areas for
any issues with lumber fasteners or paver/concrete cracks and unevenness. The driveway and front walkway should also be checked. Next, examine the home's exterior paint job, looking for even tone and proper adhesion. Check the roof for seals and faulty materials, and make sure gutters are installed correctly. Turn on outdoor spigots to test water
flow and pressure, and inspect for drainage issues around the house. Finally, check any additional hardscaping features like pools or fire pits, outdoor lighting and fans, garage door functionality, and finished surfaces in the garage. The walk-through inspection is an essential part of the home-buying process. This is the time to catch any and all
cosmetic defects before they become major issues down the line. It's also a chance to ensure that every door and window functions correctly, with no sticking or jamming. Each exit point should lock effectively, and deadbolts should be installed where requested. Windows should have intact screens, functioning properly, especially for sliding screens.
The glass and seals should be examined for any scratches or cracks, and caulked uniformly. Next, the interior surfaces of the home need to be inspected. This includes checking if the paint colors match what was agreed upon, ensuring uniform coverage, and verifying professional-standard edging. Water stains or cracking could signal a plumbing,
roofing, or foundation problem, so these should be carefully looked for. The trim should be secure, and the caulking should look smooth. Flooring should be levelled, with even seams and grout lines. Edges of all flooring should be examined to ensure they are tucked nicely under the trim without gaps. In the kitchen and baths, every appliance should
be turned on and tested. This includes the oven, dishwasher, freezer, water dispenser, and garbage disposal. All cabinet doors and drawers should be opened to ensure nothing is hindering function, and hinges shouldn't squeak. Counters should be free of scratches and chips, secured properly to cabinetry, and hardware should be checked for proper
installation. Flush toilets, run sinks, turn on tub faucets and showers, ensuring everything runs as it should. Toilet bolts should be checked, and under sinks should be examined for leaks, with drains closing correctly. Enamel and tile should be inspected for chips or cracks. The electrical systems also require a thorough check. Ensure the HVAC system
is functioning properly by bumping the thermostat up and down to test heating and cooling responses. Use tissue paper to test intakes for proper air flow and hold hands near vents to check flow. Test light fixtures and outlets with a hairdryer or cell phone charger to ensure power flow. Look for GFI outlets in areas prone to water exposure
(bathrooms, kitchen, garage, laundry), and test the function of other electronics like doorbells, intercoms, smart home tech, electric blinds, etc. When moving into a newly built home, it's essential to perform an interior walk-through to ensure everything meets the expected standards. This involves checking various aspects such as doors and windows,
walls, ceilings, trim, flooring, appliances, cabinets, fixtures, sinks, toilets, tubs, outlets, HVAC systems, and attic or basement areas. In the attic, verify that roof decking and floor installation are done correctly in agreed-upon areas. Although you can't see everything, inspect for signs of leaks or air duct issues where possible. Additionally, check
ventilation and lighting if applicable. In the basement or crawl space, look for cracks or moisture on foundation walls, as well as inspect insulation and ductwork where needed. If the basement is finished, examine all surfaces similar to the rest of the interior. If you discover any problems during this walkthrough, have your real estate agent contact
the builder immediately. The agent can create a list of necessary fixes and work with the builder to resolve the issues. Depending on the situation, you may not need to delay closing if minor changes are required. However, if major issues exist, it's best to postpone closing until the problems are addressed. You can also ask the builder to provide a
home warranty, which offers peace of mind knowing that future issues will be handled within a specified time frame. A well-planned walkthrough checklist is crucial for ensuring your new construction project meets your expectations and standards. Streamlining property evaluation, this checklist provides structure and consistency for assessing newly
built properties. With its well-designed template, you can identify potential issues proactively and create a positive handover experience for clients. This comprehensive checklist covers all major areas of the property, from exterior elements to internal systems and finishes, ensuring thorough coverage. Its logical organization and specific criteria
transform a chaotic process into a smooth walkthrough, allowing you to confidently track progress, document findings, and deliver properties meeting client expectations. Navigation through the property begins at the entry point, flowing systematically throughout, focusing extra attention on high-traffic areas. Key evaluation standards are clearly
defined, avoiding vague terms by specifying what to look for. The checklist is customizable based on project-specific elements such as unique materials or client requests. A newly constructed home's handover marks a crucial moment for builders and homeowners alike. For construction companies, it's an opportunity to showcase quality craftsmanship
and ensure client satisfaction. For new homeowners, it's a chance to address concerns before moving in. A New Home Walk-Through Checklist streamlines the inspection process by covering every aspect of the home, from exterior features to intricate interior details. The checklist is organized into categories, ensuring a systematic approach. This
allows builders and homeowners to navigate the evaluation room by room, making it easily understood and used by new homeowners without technical expertise. The template empowers clients to participate in real-time and raise questions or concerns. Download our New Home Walk-Through Checklist PDF or Google Doc to ensure a polished
handover process. To access these templates: * Click on the provided link * Select 'Download' from the upper right corner * Choose '.docx (Word) or .xIsx (Excel)' format For successful implementation: * Client-Friendly Design: The checklist is designed for new homeowners without technical expertise to understand and use easily. * Customization:
Adjust the template according to unique home aspects, custom features, or regional construction standards. * Comprehensive Coverage: Include every aspect of the home, from exterior features to interior spaces like kitchens, bathrooms, and bedrooms. * Category-Based Layout: Organize items by categories for easier navigation. * Accountability and
Documentation: Provide space for documenting issues with photos and detailed descriptions. The pre-closing walk-through is crucial in ensuring transparency, accountability, and satisfaction for buyers and builders. It confirms that a property meets agreed-upon standards, all systems are operational, and no detail has been overlooked. Our free Pre-
Closing Walk-Through Checklist offers a systematic structure, starting from the exterior and progressing room by room. By guiding teams and clients through detailed inspection areas, the checklist ensures thorough evaluation of all aspects of the property—interior finishes, exterior features, systems, and appliances. Operational checks are included
to ensure critical systems like HVAC, plumbing, and electrical function properly, reducing post-closing disputes or repairs. This template focuses on detail and customization, adapting seamlessly to any project for delivering a personalized and thorough experience. Click the link to get free downloadable inspection templates for your Google Drive
account Get these pre-made files: Click the Download icon in the upper right Click the link Open the File menu in the upper right Click on "Make a Copy" Use the Inspection Template: Follow clear instructions Organize inspections by checking exterior, interior, systems and appliances Use customizable fields to note unique features of your property
Check all rooms for functionality Download Now: Click the link Open the File menu in the upper right Select .docx (Word) or .xlsx (Excel) This template is designed for easy use from builders and inspectors to clients. It offers a room-by-room layout, ensuring no detail is missed. To make sure new constructions meet standards, builders use New
Construction Walk-Through Checklist Templates to inspect properties before final handover. These templates help ensure that every aspect of the construction is up to par, from structural integrity to finishing details. Even non-experts can use them with confidence during walk-throughs. The adaptable nature of these templates allows teams to
customize them for unique project requirements or client requests. Download your free checklist template now and integrate it into your workflow seamlessly. To access these templates: - Click on the link - Download from the upper right corner - Open the File menu in the upper right corner, then click Download You can also use Google Drive to
make a copy of the file if you're logged in. Here's how to utilize these templates effectively: 1. *Comprehensive Check**: The template includes thorough property evaluation and functional checks. 2. **Categorized Sections**: Use the room-by-room layout to systematically guide through the property, minimizing missed areas. 3. **Easy to Use**: The
clear instructions are designed for clients in a client-friendly format. 4. **Detailed Criteria**: Outline measurable benchmarks to ensure all finishing details are complete. These templates cater to various construction scenarios, including residential homes, multi-family developments, commercial projects, and custom or luxury homes. They facilitate
smooth handovers by ensuring quality standards are met and client expectations are exceeded. Before handing over properties or construction projects, it's crucial to conduct thorough inspections to ensure that the upgraded areas integrate seamlessly with the original structure. This includes verifying proper alignment and function of newly installed
windows or doors, as well as identifying any cosmetic imperfections or minor defects such as paint blemishes or misplaced fixtures. In renovation or remodeling projects, it's essential to adhere to building codes and standards by confirming compliance with local regulations and safety codes. Inspectors should also ensure that all mechanical and utility
systems have passed relevant inspections. To guarantee high-quality standards in construction projects, effectively using walk-through checklist templates is crucial. These templates enable project managers to address critical areas, meet client expectations, and identify potential issues before they become major problems. Here's a step-by-step guide
tailored to each type of checklist: - *New Construction Walk-Through Checklist:** Ideal for inspecting newly built properties before final completion. - **Blue Tape Walk-Through Checklist:** Best for identifying cosmetic imperfections that need correction before client handover. - *New Home Walk-Through Checklist:** Tailored for client-facing
walkthroughs to ensure all agreed-upon details and upgrades are present and functional. - *Pre-Closing Walk-Through Checklist:** Focused on verifying the property’s condition and ensuring contract compliance right before closing. - **Pre-Drywall Walk-Through Checklist:** Used to inspect behind-the-wall systems, such as framing, wiring,
plumbing, and insulation, before the drywall is installed. - **Final Walk-Through Checklist:** The last inspection before handover, ensuring everything is move-in ready. Action steps include: 1. Identifying the checklist template that fits the specific phase of your project. 2. Tailoring the checklist to client-specific upgrades or unique project details. 3.
Adjusting the checklist according to regional regulations and materials used in the project. 4. Conducting a room-by-room or area-by-area inspection, taking notes, photos, and documenting findings. Prioritize a comprehensive review of the property, confirming all agreed-upon features are complete and functioning properly. A detailed checklist
ensures no areas are missed during inspections, recording any issues or incomplete work and assigning deadlines for resolution. This process streamlines construction projects by identifying problems early on, reducing costly reworks and enhancing communication with clients and contractors. Customize a New Construction Walk-Through Checklist
template to fit your project's unique needs, from residential homes to commercial builds. Integrating these templates into your workflow enables a consistent inspection process, minimizing errors and improving client satisfaction. By using these templates, you can save time and maintain a professional reputation in the construction industry. To take
management to the next level, this platform offers advanced features that boost accuracy and efficiency, providing valuable feedback on operational performance. Take advantage of a complimentary trial to experience firsthand how streamlined workflows can deliver outstanding outcomes for both you and your customers.
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