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The	circuit	by	francisco	jimenez

Francisco	Jiménez	is	a	renowned	author	and	educator	who	immigrated	to	California	from	Tlaquepaque,	Mexico,	with	his	family	as	a	child.	He	worked	in	the	fields	of	California	alongside	his	parents	before	pursuing	higher	education.	Jiménez	earned	his	BA	from	Santa	Clara	University	and	later	received	his	MA	and	Ph.D.	in	Latin	American	literature
from	Columbia	University,	supported	by	a	Woodrow	Wilson	Fellowship.	Throughout	his	career,	he	has	held	positions	on	various	professional	boards	and	commissions,	including	the	California	Commission	on	Teacher	Credentialing,	where	he	served	as	chair	for	two	years.	His	autobiographical	books,	such	as	"The	Circuit"	and	"Breaking	Through,"	have
garnered	numerous	national	literary	awards,	including	the	John	and	Patricia	Beatty	Award,	the	Américas	Book	Award,	and	the	Pura	Belpré	Honor	Book	Award.	These	works	have	been	published	in	multiple	languages,	including	Chinese,	Korean,	Japanese,	Italian,	and	Spanish.	In	addition	to	his	creative	writing,	Jiménez	has	edited	and	published	several
books	on	Mexican	and	Mexican	American	literature,	with	his	stories	featured	in	over	100	textbooks	and	anthologies.	His	most	recent	work,	"Taking	Hold:	From	Migrant	Childhood	to	Columbia	University,"	was	published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt.	The	American	Library	Association	recognized	his	four-book	series	as	among	the	50	Best	Young	Adult
Books	of	All	Time.	Jiménez	has	received	prestigious	honors,	including	being	named	U.S.	Professor	of	the	Year	by	CASE	and	the	Carnegie	Foundation	for	the	Advancement	of	Teaching	in	2002.	He	is	also	a	recipient	of	the	Luis	Leal	Award	for	Distinction	in	Chicano/Latino	Literature	and	the	John	Steinbeck	Award.	Jiménez	holds	honorary	degrees	from
De	Anza	College	and	the	University	of	San	Francisco.	A	school	in	Santa	Maria,	California,	was	named	after	him	and	his	late	brother,	Roberto,	in	2015.	Currently,	he	serves	as	Professor	Emeritus	in	the	Department	of	Modern	Languages	and	Literatures	at	Santa	Clara	University.	Francisco	Jiménez	is	a	renowned	author,	educator,	and	professor	with	a
distinguished	career	spanning	over	four	decades.	He	has	held	various	prestigious	positions,	including	Chair	of	the	California	Commission	on	Teacher	Credentialing	for	10	years	and	Board	member	of	the	Accrediting	Commission	for	Senior	Colleges	and	Universities	(WASC).	Dr.	Jiménez's	autobiographical	books,	such	as	"The	Circuit"	and	"Breaking
Through",	have	won	numerous	national	literary	awards,	solidifying	his	reputation	as	a	leading	voice	in	Chicano/Latino	Literature.	His	works	have	been	translated	into	multiple	languages,	including	Chinese,	Korean,	Japanese,	Italian,	and	Spanish.	The	American	Library	Association	has	recognized	his	series,	"The	Circuit",	as	one	of	the	50	Best	Young
Adult	Books	of	All	Time.	Dr.	Jiménez	has	received	several	honors,	including	the	U.S.	Professor	of	the	Year	award	from	CASE	and	Carnegie	Foundation	for	the	Advancement	of	Teaching	in	2002,	as	well	as	the	John	Steinbeck	Award.	He	currently	serves	as	Professor	Emeritus	at	Santa	Clara	University,	where	he	continues	to	inspire	new	generations	of
readers	and	writers.	Francisco	Jiménez	has	received	numerous	awards	for	his	works,	including	the	California	Library	Association's	John	and	Patricia	Beatty	Award,	the	Américas	Book	Award,	and	the	Carter	C.	Woodson	National	Book	Award.	His	books	have	been	translated	into	several	languages,	including	Chinese,	Korean,	Japanese,	Italian,	and
Spanish.	He	has	also	published	and	edited	several	books	on	Mexican	and	Mexican	American	literature,	with	his	stories	being	reprinted	in	over	100	textbooks	and	anthologies.	Jiménez's	latest	work	is	Taking	Hold:	From	Migrant	Childhood	to	Columbia	University,	which	was	published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt.	His	four-book	series,	The	Circuit,
Breaking	Through,	Reaching	Out,	and	Taking	Hold,	have	been	selected	as	one	of	the	American	Library	Association	Booklist's	50	Best	Young	Adult	Books	of	All	Time.	Jiménez	has	received	several	honors	for	his	teaching	and	contributions	to	Chicano/Latino	literature,	including	the	Luis	Leal	Award	from	UCSB	and	the	John	Steinbeck	Award.	He	holds
honorary	degrees	from	De	Anza	College	and	the	University	of	San	Francisco.	A	school	in	California	was	named	after	him	and	his	late	brother,	The	Roberto	and	Dr.	Francisco	Jiménez	Elementary	School.	Jiménez	was	born	in	1943	in	Mexico	and	moved	to	the	United	States	with	his	family	at	a	young	age.	He	documented	his	experiences	as	an
undocumented	immigrant	in	his	autobiographical	novel	The	Circuit.	His	family	later	returned	to	the	US	legally,	and	he	went	on	to	attend	Santa	Clara	University,	where	he	earned	a	BA	in	Spanish,	and	Columbia	University,	where	he	earned	his	PhD	in	Latin	American	literature.	Jiménez	became	a	professor	and	is	currently	Professor	Emeritus	at	Santa
Clara	University.	Jiménez,	a	professor	at	Stanford	University,	has	written	several	award-winning	books,	including	"The	Circuit",	which	won	numerous	awards	and	was	later	followed	by	three	sequels	that	document	his	life	events.	He	shares	stories	of	growing	up	in	Mexico	during	post-war	poverty	and	the	challenges	of	seeking	a	better	life	in	the	US
through	the	Bracero	Program.	The	Circuit:	Stories	from	the	Life	of	a	Migrant	Child	by	Francisco	Jiménez	tells	his	own	story	as	an	undocumented	immigrant	child	in	the	US.	Some	key	facts	about	this	book	are:	*	Full	title:	The	Circuit	*	Genre:	Autobiographical	novel	and	short	story	collection	*	Setting:	California,	mid-20th	century	*	Climax:	The	family
finally	settles	down	in	Santa	Maria,	CA	*	Antagonist:	Discrimination,	poverty,	and	immigration	agents	The	Jiménez	family	returned	to	the	US	legally	after	being	deported.	There's	an	elementary	school	named	after	Francisco	and	his	brother,	who	worked	as	janitors	for	the	school	district	while	pursuing	their	education.	The	book	is	90%	fact	and	10%
fiction,	with	some	events	exactly	as	described	happening	in	real	life.	The	story	revolves	around	Francisco's	family	moving	frequently	to	follow	a	circuit	of	migrant	work	from	Corocoran	(cotton	picking)	to	Santa	Maria	(strawberries)	and	Fresno	(grapes).	As	a	child,	Francisco	adapts	well	to	his	changing	environment,	attending	school	for	a	few	months
out	of	the	year.	He	struggles	with	learning	English	and	making	good	grades	due	to	working	most	of	the	time	and	constantly	moving	schools.	Francisco	gets	into	a	fight	at	his	first	school	in	Santa	Maria,	which	brings	shame	to	his	family.	However,	he	makes	it	through	school	and	discovers	a	love	for	art,	even	winning	a	prize.	The	family	also	welcomes
new	additions,	including	baby	Torito	who	becomes	ill	but	survives	with	the	help	of	their	love	and	care.	Francisco	finds	success	in	school	despite	the	frequent	moves,	discovering	an	inner	talent	for	learning.	He	devotes	himself	to	his	education,	finding	joy	in	the	midst	of	their	difficult	lives.	Francisco	Jimenez,	a	migrant	with	a	remarkable	story	of
perseverance	and	resilience,	was	born	in	Tlaquepaque,	Mexico.	After	leaving	his	homeland	due	to	poverty	and	instability,	he	moved	to	California	to	work	with	his	family	in	the	fields.	Despite	facing	numerous	challenges,	Francisco	pursued	higher	education	at	Columbia	University,	earning	both	his	master's	degree	and	Ph.D.	He	eventually	became	the
chairman	of	the	Modern	Languages	and	Literature	Department	at	Santa	Clara	University.	Francisco's	journey	is	marked	by	tragedy,	including	the	loss	of	his	family's	home	in	a	fire.	However,	he	continued	to	pursue	his	education	and	dreams,	hoping	to	improve	his	family's	economic	situation.	Tragedy	struck	again	when	Francisco	was	deported	back	to
Mexico	due	to	his	undocumented	status.	Throughout	his	life,	Francisco's	experiences	have	shaped	him	into	a	resilient	individual.	His	story	is	one	of	hope,	perseverance,	and	the	power	of	education.	Despite	facing	incredible	obstacles,	Francisco	has	become	an	award-winning	author,	publishing	several	books,	including	"The	Circuit,"	"Breaking
Through,"	and	"Reaching	Out."	Francisco's	remarkable	journey	serves	as	a	testament	to	the	human	spirit's	ability	to	overcome	adversity.	His	story	is	an	inspiration	to	many,	and	his	contributions	to	the	literary	world	are	undeniable.	I	just	finished	reading	"The	Circuit"	by	Francisco	Jimenez,	a	story	about	a	young	boy	named	Francisco	and	his	family.
The	theme	of	this	book	is	that	sometimes	it	takes	unexpected	events	to	achieve	what	you	want.	Despite	facing	various	challenges,	including	language	barriers,	the	boy's	determination	to	learn	and	his	love	for	school	never	wavered.	I	was	impressed	by	Francisco's	resilience	and	how	he	overcame	obstacles	without	complaining	or	showing	signs	of
frustration.	His	parents'	supportive	attitude	and	encouragement	also	played	a	significant	role	in	his	academic	success.	As	I	read	about	Francisco's	experiences,	I	couldn't	help	but	think	of	my	own	nephew	who	is	fond	of	cartoons	and	loves	learning	new	things.	It	reminded	me	that	family	plays	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	our	values	and	aspirations.	The
story	also	highlighted	the	importance	of	education	and	how	it	can	bring	people	together.	I	was	touched	by	Francisco's	emotions	when	he	lost	his	journal,	and	I	couldn't	help	but	relate	to	my	own	experiences	of	losing	important	documents.	Fortunately,	with	the	help	of	his	siblings,	Francisco	managed	to	recover	his	journal,	just	like	I	did.	The	book	also
explores	the	theme	of	responsibility,	particularly	in	education.	It	emphasizes	that	teachers	have	a	crucial	role	to	play	in	encouraging	and	nurturing	their	students'	love	for	learning.	Overall,	"The	Circuit"	is	a	heartwarming	story	that	celebrates	the	importance	of	family,	education,	and	perseverance.	Francisco's	family	is	from	El	Rancho	Blanco,	a	place
where	life	is	not	easy,	so	they	move	to	the	United	States	to	find	a	better	life.	They	consider	this	journey	as	crossing	la	Frontera,	their	border,	rather	than	leaving	their	homeland.	Before	they	can	start	anew	in	America,	they	face	many	challenges	and	struggles.	This	book	is	both	interesting	and	memorable,	offering	a	realistic	portrayal	of	immigration,
which	affects	us	all	every	day.	It	made	me	realize	that	not	everyone's	life	is	easy,	especially	for	those	who	have	to	deal	with	the	complexities	of	migration.	My	favorite	part	was	when	Francisco	described	his	experience	crossing	the	border	in	chapter	one.	I	felt	nervous	too,	wondering	if	anything	would	go	wrong.	The	book	is	descriptive	and	gets	straight
to	the	point,	explaining	any	confusion	about	a	particular	issue.	What	resonated	with	me	most	was	that	it	changed	my	perspective	on	immigration	jokes.	Now	I	see	that	making	light	of	this	serious	topic	won't	make	it	better;	instead,	we	should	be	more	understanding	and	empathetic.	I	would	highly	recommend	this	book	to	anyone	who	speaks	or
understands	Spanish,	as	the	language	will	provide	a	deeper	connection	to	their	own	experiences.	If	you	enjoyed	"Belle	Teal"	by	Ann	M.	Martin,	you'll	likely	appreciate	this	one	too.	Both	books	deal	with	family	struggles	and	seeking	a	better	life.	In	conclusion,	I	thoroughly	enjoyed	reading	"The	Circuit,"	which	has	given	me	valuable	insights	into	the
immigrant	experience.	It's	essential	to	remember	that	everyone	faces	challenges	in	life,	regardless	of	their	background	or	circumstances.	Given	text	Francisco	Jimenez's	autobiographical	short	stories,	"The	Circuit",	left	a	lasting	impression	on	me	as	a	young	boy.	The	documentary	about	migrant	worker	families	in	the	US	deeply	affected	my	perception
of	empathy	and	human	struggle.	Through	his	storytelling,	Jimenez	masterfully	conveys	the	challenges	faced	by	his	family	as	migrant	workers	in	1940s	California,	yet	also	highlights	the	joys	and	resilience	that	defined	their	lives.	His	narrative	voice,	relatable	to	a	child's	perspective,	makes	the	stories	both	poignant	and	uplifting.	I	couldn't	help	but	be
moved	by	the	author's	tribute	to	his	family's	strength	and	the	struggles	they	endured.	Francisco	Jimenez's	memoir	chronicles	his	experiences	as	a	migrant	farm	laborer,	moving	from	labor	camp	to	labor	camp,	while	also	delving	into	his	time	at	school	and	home.	The	book	culminates	with	a	powerful	scene	where	he	studies	the	Declaration	of
Independence	before	being	taken	away	by	immigration	authorities.	This	coming-of-age	story	highlights	the	struggles	faced	by	immigrant	families	who	had	to	endure	harsh	living	conditions	in	order	to	make	ends	meet.	The	author's	vivid	descriptions	of	family	life,	education,	and	perseverance	serve	as	strong	role	models	for	young	adults.	With	themes
reminiscent	of	Rose	Castillo	Guilbalt's	"The	Farmworker's	Daughter,"	this	book	offers	a	poignant	portrayal	of	the	migrant	worker	experience	during	Hispanic	Heritage	Month.	Given	text	has	been	paraphrased	below:	Although	the	stories	share	common	themes	of	migrant	labor	camps,	long	hot	months	in	fields,	family	drama,	and	school	challenges	as
the	family	moved	to	find	better	work,	Francisco's	parents	fled	poverty	when	they	crossed	into	the	US.	They	offered	their	children	a	better	life,	despite	an	unstable	California	existence.	Francisco	Jimenez,	initially	hesitant	to	speak	out	loud	in	English	class,	is	now	a	professor	at	Santa	Clara	University.	He	has	published	more	volumes	of	his	memoir
series,	which	I	am	eager	to	read.	This	book	provides	valuable	insights	into	the	migrant	experience.	This	book	is	a	powerful	and	emotional	journey	through	the	life	of	a	Mexican	migrant	worker	in	California.	Although	it's	not	a	traditional	autobiography,	it's	a	collection	of	short	stories	that	weave	together	the	author's	experiences	with	his	family	as	they
migrate	and	adapt	to	new	environments.	The	book	offers	a	unique	perspective	on	the	struggles	faced	by	many	migrant	families	and	is	highly	recommended	for	those	interested	in	reading	about	real-life	migration	experiences.	I	recently	read	a	non-fiction	book	called	"Circuit"	which	is	a	collection	of	short	stories	about	a	migrant	child's	life	in	the	late
1940s	and	early	1950s.	The	stories	are	fascinating	and	offer	a	unique	perspective	on	the	experiences	of	migrant	workers	during	that	time	period.	The	author,	who	eventually	became	a	professor	of	modern	languages	at	Santa	Clara	University,	recounts	his	childhood	as	the	son	of	illegal	migrant	farm	workers,	highlighting	the	poverty,	deprivation,	and
discrimination	he	faced.	The	book	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	the	challenges	faced	by	migrants,	and	it	serves	as	a	reminder	that	we	can't	truly	understand	someone's	experiences	until	we	walk	in	their	shoes.	I	believe	that	everyone	who	thinks	they	are	an	expert	on	illegal	immigration	should	read	this	book,	along	with	others	like	"Crossing	the	Wire"
and	"The	Tortilla	Curtain",	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	issues.	The	stories	in	"Circuit"	are	thought-provoking	and	emotionally	resonant,	offering	a	glimpse	into	the	lives	of	those	who	come	to	this	country	seeking	a	better	life.	The	book	is	a	quick	read,	but	its	impact	lingers	long	after	finishing	it.	I	would	highly	recommend	"Circuit"	to	anyone
interested	in	short	story	collections	or	immigration	stories.	It's	a	powerful	and	moving	book	that	will	stay	with	you	long	after	you	finish	reading	it.	This	powerful	collection	of	short	stories	shares	the	semi-autobiographical	account	of	a	migrant	child's	experiences	on	California's	harvest	circuit.	Written	by	Francisco	Jiménez,	the	book	offers	a	poignant
and	touching	look	at	the	hardships	faced	by	undocumented	farm	workers	in	the	1940s.	As	someone	who	has	read	it,	I	can	attest	to	its	emotional	impact,	with	every	story	leaving	me	tearful,	especially	when	it	comes	to	the	heart-wrenching	endings.	What	stands	out	is	how	accessible	Jiménez'	writing	is	compared	to	Steinbeck's	The	Grapes	of	Wrath.
However,	this	collection	doesn't	replace	Steinbeck's	work;	instead,	it	offers	a	unique	perspective	that	should	be	considered	alongside	other	classic	texts	like	Esperanza	Rising	or	The	Four	Winds.	It's	an	excellent	resource	for	personal	narratives	and	can	serve	as	a	supplement	to	existing	lesson	plans.	This	book	is	not	only	relevant	today	but	also
timeless,	making	it	essential	reading	for	anyone	looking	for	a	powerful	and	thought-provoking	experience.	I	recommend	pairing	the	last	story	with	a	close	read	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence	to	provide	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	themes	presented.	The	fact	that	this	book	has	been	collecting	dust	in	libraries	for	years	is	unfortunate;	it	deserves
more	attention,	especially	since	its	message	remains	just	as	relevant	today.	While	one	story,	"Death	Forgiven,"	was	particularly	powerful	but	also	disturbing	due	to	animal	suffering,	every	other	tale	is	a	treasure	worth	reading.	I	wholeheartedly	endorse	this	collection	and	believe	that	anyone	who	picks	it	up	will	be	rewarded	with	an	unforgettable
experience.	Francisco's	story	is	inspiring,	showing	that	with	determination	and	persistence,	anyone	can	overcome	adversity.	Despite	his	family's	uncertain	life,	he	finds	joy	in	learning	and	discovers	the	potential	within	himself	and	others.	The	book	highlights	the	strength	of	family	bonds	and	the	immigrant	experience	in	America,	capturing	the
sacrifices	made	for	a	better	future.	It's	not	just	about	struggle,	but	also	about	hope	and	perseverance.	This	must-read	shares	valuable	lessons	on	the	importance	of	education,	family,	and	facing	challenges	head-on.	The	author's	unique	perspective	as	a	child	shines	through,	conveying	the	difficulties	of	constant	moves,	new	schools,	and	understanding
parental	concerns.
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