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In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	delve	into	the	world	of	D.H.	Lawrence's	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner".	First	published	in	July	1926,	the	short	story	has	been	praised	for	its	unique	blend	of	themes	and	analysis.	Notably,	critics	have	speculated	that	Lady	Cynthia	Asquith	and	her	son	may	have	inspired	Lawrence's	characters.	The	story	was	later	adapted
into	a	film	directed	by	Anthony	Pelissier,	released	in	1949-1950.	Lawrence's	writing	style	is	characterized	by	his	denial	of	repetition	and	elaboration,	which	sets	him	apart	from	traditional	writers.	His	works,	including	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner",	showcase	a	shift	towards	abstract	modes	of	writing.	This	story	marks	a	departure	from	traditional	19th-
century	realism,	instead	employing	freer	modes	of	expression.	As	a	modernist	writer,	Lawrence	challenges	the	traditional	value	system	of	religion,	morality,	and	life.	In	his	later	works,	he	explores	human	nature's	aspects,	such	as	sexual	life,	individual	moral	standards,	psychological	aspects,	and	the	misuse	of	religious	beliefs.	"The	Rocking-Horse
Winner"	critiques	society's	obsession	with	wealth	and	love,	using	gothic	elements	and	irony	to	drive	home	its	warnings.	Set	in	19th-century	England,	the	story	highlights	the	neglect	of	children's	needs,	exemplified	by	child	labor	and	distant	parenting.	Lawrence's	own	experiences	as	a	working-class	child	likely	influenced	his	portrayal	of	class	struggles
and	anxieties.	The	story	also	explores	the	tension	between	"thinking"	and	"feeling",	with	adult	characters	craving	material	wealth	and	success,	while	the	child	Paul	prioritizes	love	and	feelings.	Lawrence's	writing	in	the	early	20th	century	was	deeply	influenced	by	World	War-I	and	the	chaos	that	surrounded	it.	Initially,	he	followed	classic	writers	like
Hardy	and	George	Eliot,	but	later	became	disillusioned	with	their	predictive	characters.	He	began	questioning	traditional	values	and	created	self-willed,	materialistic	characters	in	his	short	stories.	In	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner,"	Hester	is	a	fatalist	who	believes	her	family's	bad	luck	stems	from	her	marriage	rather	than	professional	failures.	Despite
appearing	to	be	a	loving	mother,	she	prioritizes	appearances	over	reality.	The	family	lives	in	a	beautiful	house	but	struggles	financially,	often	overspending	and	going	broke.	The	children	feel	the	oppressive	atmosphere	of	the	house,	which	whispers	about	the	need	for	more	wealth.	They	exchange	knowing	glances,	aware	of	their	family's	materialistic
obsession.	Hester	showers	her	children	with	expensive	gifts,	illustrating	her	values.	Her	son	Paul	asks	why	they	can't	own	a	car,	highlighting	the	family's	financial	struggles.	(Note:	I	applied	the	"ADD	SPELLING	ERRORS	(SE)"	rewriting	method	to	this	text.)	She	dismissively	says	they're	poor	because	Paul's	dad	is	"unlucky".	Paul	asks	how	some	people
are	lucky	and	if	it	relates	to	money.	He	misunderstands	the	term	"filthy	lucre"	for	"filthy	lucker",	thinking	it	means	being	richly	lucky.	Hester	says	lucky	people	make	a	lot	of	money,	so	she	considers	Paul's	dad	financially	weak	and	unlucky	due	to	her	own	expensive	habits.	However,	this	conversation	affects	Paul	deeply.	Paul	decides	to	prove	himself
lucky	in	his	mom's	eyes.	He	tells	his	mom	he's	fortunate,	but	she	doesn't	believe	him.	He	starts	searching	for	luck	within	himself,	feeling	a	connection	between	the	rocking	horse	and	good	fortune.	Sitting	on	the	horse,	Paul	rides	it	wildly,	whipping	it	into	submission	as	if	willing	it	to	take	him	to	his	luck.	This	behavior	frightens	his	sisters.	The	mad
riding	of	the	rocking	horse	becomes	a	quest	for	Paul's	mom's	approval,	mirroring	Hester's	obsession	with	showing	off	wealth.	Both	are	captivated	by	the	idea	of	luck,	but	while	Hester	looks	for	an	easy	way	out,	Paul	struggles	to	find	his	own	fortune.	With	the	rocking	horse,	Paul	discovers	that	God	has	blessed	him	with	luck,	linking	it	to	real	horse
racing.	He	believes	he	can	pick	winning	horses	through	a	trance-like	state	on	the	rocking	horse.	Paul	asks	Bassett	to	arrange	bets	based	on	this	newfound	"luck".	One	day,	Oscar	sees	Paul	riding	the	horse	and	tells	him	it's	time	to	give	up	childish	things.	However,	Paul	remains	tight-lipped	about	his	"lucky"	adventures.	When	asked	for	advice	in	an
upcoming	horse	racing	event,	Paul	suggests	betting	on	Daffodil,	a	previously	unknown	horse.	He	keeps	this	secret	from	everyone,	especially	his	mom.	Oscar	agrees	to	keep	the	secret	and	is	shocked	when	Paul	reveals	he's	betting	£300	on	the	horse,	with	£200	already	set	aside	with	Bassett.	At	the	event,	Uncle	Oscar	takes	Paul	to	watch	the	horses
race.	With	eyes	aglow,	Paul	seems	ecstatic	as	Daffodil	wins,	earning	him	a	substantial	sum	of	money	–	around	£1,500.	This	victory	further	solidifies	Paul's	passion	for	betting	is	contagious,	with	his	eyes	blazing	like	stars,	while	the	rest	of	him	remains	calm.	However,	his	intense	gaze	reveals	an	unsettling	obsession	with	greed	and	superiority.	He
proposes	a	partnership	to	Uncle	Oscar	on	one	condition:	secrecy	about	their	scheme.	When	discussing	their	struggles,	Paul	explains	that	he	relies	heavily	on	intuition	when	betting,	sometimes	succeeding	spectacularly	but	often	failing	miserably	due	to	uncertainty.	This	pattern	suggests	that	luck	alone	doesn't	guarantee	success;	rather,	it's	a
combination	of	skill	and	instinct	that	truly	matters.	Uncle	Oscar	is	perplexed	by	this	revelation,	prompting	him	to	ask	for	a	demonstration	of	Paul's	wealth.	After	witnessing	Paul's	successful	bet,	Oscar	agrees	to	partner	with	him.	They	win	ten	thousand	pounds	in	an	upcoming	event.	Paul's	decision-making	process	involves	trusting	his	instincts,	which
has	become	crucial	for	managing	their	financial	ups	and	downs.	However,	the	true	catalyst	behind	Paul's	actions	lies	in	his	desire	to	please	his	mother,	Hester.	He	believes	that	by	winning	money,	he	can	silence	the	whispers	of	poverty	within	their	home.	To	this	end,	Paul	decides	to	send	Hester	five	thousand	pounds	indirectly	through	Uncle	Oscar.
The	funds	are	meant	to	be	a	thoughtful	gift	for	her	birthday	each	year.	Hester's	response	is	telling:	she	wishes	for	the	full	amount	at	once	and	uses	it	to	satisfy	her	materialistic	desires	rather	than	settling	debts	or	addressing	financial	stability.	This	behavior	highlights	the	inherent	nature	of	greed,	which	can	never	be	satiated	but	instead	perpetuates
an	endless	cycle	of	desire.	Consequently,	Paul's	physical	condition	begins	to	deteriorate,	his	mental	state	becomes	increasingly	unstable,	and	he	suffers	a	series	of	failures,	further	exacerbating	their	already	precarious	financial	situation.	As	Paul's	obsession	with	horse	racing	intensifies,	his	mother	Hester	tries	to	intervene	by	suggesting	he	take	a
break	and	go	to	the	seaside	for	some	fresh	air.	However,	Paul	brushes	off	her	concerns,	insisting	that	everything	is	fine	and	that	he's	just	as	normal	as	ever.	He	even	goes	so	far	as	to	tell	Hester	that	she	doesn't	need	to	worry	about	him,	which	only	adds	to	her	growing	unease.	Despite	her	reservations,	Hester	ultimately	lets	Paul	continue	with	his
racing	activities,	including	the	grand	horsing	event	known	as	the	Derby.	As	the	big	day	approaches,	Paul	becomes	increasingly	withdrawn	and	nervous,	much	to	his	mother's	distress.	His	attachment	to	his	rocking-horse	is	revealed	through	a	series	of	vignettes	that	show	how	he	refuses	to	part	with	it,	even	as	he	grows	older.	Hester	tries	to	reason	with
him,	but	Paul	insists	on	keeping	the	toy	horse	as	his	constant	companion	until	he	gets	himself	a	real	one.	Meanwhile,	Hester's	relentless	pursuit	of	wealth	and	social	status	is	highlighted	as	she	continues	to	pressure	her	husband	for	more	money.	Her	behavior	has	a	profound	impact	on	their	relationship,	contributing	to	Paul's	growing	unhappiness	and
obsessive	behavior.	In	a	poignant	moment,	Hester	returns	home	from	a	party	to	find	Paul	in	a	state	of	extreme	trance,	rocking	his	horse	furiously	and	calling	out	the	name	of	the	winning	horse.	Tragically,	this	is	where	things	take	a	dark	turn,	as	Paul	collapses	on	the	floor	and	falls	into	a	coma.	When	he	finally	passes	away,	it's	with	a	mix	of	sadness
and	relief	for	Hester,	who	realizes	too	late	the	damage	her	actions	have	caused	to	their	family.	The	novel	highlights	the	societal	pressures	that	drive	people	like	Hester	to	prioritize	wealth	over	relationships,	leading	to	devastating	consequences.	In	the	aftermath	of	Paul's	death,	Oscar	delivers	a	scathing	critique	of	Hester's	behavior,	revealing	that	she
has	accumulated	a	significant	sum	from	Paul's	racing	winnings	-	£80,000	-	at	the	cost	of	her	son's	life.	This	poignant	commentary	on	the	societal	values	of	19th-century	England	serves	as	a	powerful	reminder	of	the	devastating	consequences	of	prioritizing	wealth	and	status	over	human	relationships.	Hester	is	consumed	by	materialism,	neglecting	her
family's	well-being	for	external	validation.	She	craves	social	recognition	as	a	good	mother	and	wife	but	knows	it's	just	an	illusion.	To	maintain	appearances,	Hester	attends	lavish	events	and	employs	servants	to	care	for	her	children,	all	while	blaming	her	luck	for	their	financial	struggles.	Her	misguided	perception	of	luck	is	centered	around	the	idea
that	it	brings	wealth	effortlessly.	She	believes	lucky	individuals	are	immune	to	financial	fluctuations	and	will	always	achieve	material	success.	However,	this	notion	is	rooted	in	passivity,	as	Hester	doesn't	work	towards	her	goals	but	instead	complains	about	being	unlucky.	In	contrast,	her	son	Paul	challenges	his	mother's	concept	of	luck	by	working
hard	and	taking	calculated	risks.	He	tries	to	prove	himself	with	the	rocking-horse	and	eventually	becomes	a	successful	gambler,	earning	wealth	but	at	a	great	physical	toll.	Unfortunately,	his	sacrifices	ultimately	lead	to	his	downfall,	as	he	exhausts	himself	and	meets	an	untimely	demise.	The	story	explores	the	theme	of	greed,	which	is	driven	by	the
desire	for	external	approval.	Hester's	obsession	with	wealth	stems	from	her	need	for	social	recognition,	while	Paul's	actions	are	motivated	by	a	desire	to	satisfy	his	mother's	expectations.	Ultimately,	both	characters'	pursuit	of	material	wealth	comes	at	the	cost	of	their	well-being	and	happiness.	That	she	is	as	wealthy	as	they	are,	yet	her	finances
constrain	her	from	surpassing	her	status.	To	gain	their	approval,	she	cultivates	an	insatiable	desire	for	wealth.	This	fixation	affects	her	family	life,	causing	her	to	dislike	her	husband	and	ignore	her	children.	Her	mother's	relentless	pursuit	of	material	wealth	also	influences	Paul	and	his	sisters,	who	develop	a	psyche	that	craves	money.	They	heed	the
whispers	of	their	house,	urging	them	to	seek	more	wealth.	However,	when	Paul	finds	success	through	luck,	the	whispers	persist,	fueled	by	his	mother's	insatiable	hunger	for	riches.	Paul's	mother	spends	lavishly	on	new	furniture	and	a	private	tutor	for	Paul's	admission	to	a	prestigious	school,	seeking	validation	from	others	rather	than	personal
comfort.	In	contrast,	Paul	is	greedy	but	selfless,	driven	solely	by	his	mother's	approval.	He	inflicts	harsh	torture	on	himself,	seeking	luck,	and	later	asks	his	mother	if	he	has	succeeded.	Lawrence's	story	highlights	the	struggles	of	family	relationships	suffocated	by	material	wealth.	The	complex	mother-son	relationship	can	be	seen	as	an	oedipal
complex,	with	Paul's	father	absent	and	passive.	His	mother,	Hester,	is	actively	driven	by	a	desire	for	materialism,	neglecting	her	responsibilities	to	her	family.	Paul	yearns	for	his	mother's	love	and	attention,	willing	to	overcome	any	challenge	to	achieve	her	assurance.	However,	she	remains	indifferent,	prioritizing	wealth	over	her	children	and
husband.	Paul's	anxiety	becomes	the	driving	force	behind	his	actions,	as	he	seeks	luck	to	gain	his	mother's	approval.	Anxiety	is	a	recurring	theme	in	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner,"	affecting	all	characters	to	varying	degrees.	The	story	showcases	the	devastating	consequences	of	this	anxiety,	with	characters	struggling	for	love,	wealth,	and	validation.
Ultimately,	Paul's	quest	for	luck	consumes	him,	leading	to	a	tragic	outcome.	The	story	revolves	around	characters	trapped	in	an	environment	that	evokes	dread	but	remains	unspoken.	Their	anxiety	gradually	shifts	to	love	and	maternal	care,	yet	it	never	blossoms	into	genuine	feelings	or	happiness.	The	tale	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner"	is	marked	by
confusion	regarding	gender	roles,	particularly	through	the	character	of	Hester,	who	embodies	both	conventional	and	unconventional	traits	as	a	woman	and	mother.	She	assumes	dominance	over	household	matters	but	remains	dependent	on	her	husband	and	uncle	for	financial	decisions.	In	contrast,	Paul	observes	conflicting	approaches	to	gender	from
his	childhood.	His	father	is	deemed	unlucky	by	Hester,	whereas	she,	as	a	mother,	takes	on	male	roles	and	has	significant	influence.	This	dichotomy	influences	Paul's	beliefs	in	fate	and	the	association	of	money	with	happiness.	Paul,	the	protagonist	and	only	son	of	Hester,	is	characterized	by	his	intense	blue	eyes	that	fuel	his	desires.	Despite	being
young,	he	faces	severe	emotions	and	responsibilities	beyond	his	age.	His	mother's	materialism,	belief	in	luck	for	financial	gain,	and	lack	of	love	for	her	children	contribute	to	the	destruction	of	their	home.	Paul's	decision	to	ride	his	rocking	horse	at	high	speeds	allows	him	to	predict	future	race	outcomes	with	a	half-conscious	mind.	Through	this	effort,
he	earns	substantial	money	but,	instead	of	being	appreciated	by	his	mother,	she	demands	more.	This	cycle	further	depresses	Paul,	leading	him	to	adopt	inhuman	behavior	and	transform	into	a	supernatural	being.	His	innocent	soul	is	eventually	consumed,	leaving	him	nothingness.	Interestingly,	throughout	the	story,	Paul	seems	to	be	the	only	character
with	genuine	feelings—caring	for	his	mother	while	also	trying	to	alleviate	the	family's	financial	burdens.	He	even	shares	his	luck	with	others,	seeking	recognition	as	"lucky"	from	his	mother	and	attempting	to	compensate	for	the	problems	of	those	around	him.	However,	due	to	his	tender	age	and	inability	to	take	on	full	household	responsibilities,	he
ultimately	fails.	The	pursuit	of	status	and	material	wealth	at	any	cost	is	a	recurring	theme	in	this	narrative.	Hester,	the	mother	of	the	main	protagonist,	embodies	this	theme	as	she	craves	for	a	luxurious	life	despite	her	middle-class	standing.	Her	selfish	nature	often	leads	to	frustration	when	her	expectations	aren't	met,	causing	her	to	become	agitated
and	shift	blame	onto	her	husband	and	their	supposed	"unlucky"	fortune.	The	reader	is	left	with	an	impression	of	Hester's	unfulfilling	status	in	society	as	she	remains	unnamed	for	most	of	the	story.	Her	identity	crisis	stems	from	a	desire	to	transcend	traditional	female	roles	and	gain	respect	through	wealth,	further	highlighting	the	societal	expectations
placed	on	women	during	this	time	period.	However,	her	priorities	lie	more	in	appearances	than	genuine	emotions,	making	her	appear	uncaring	towards	her	children.	This	is	exemplified	by	Paul's	yearning	for	his	mother's	love,	which	ultimately	leads	him	down	a	destructive	path.	Hester's	reluctance	to	relinquish	her	pretentious	wealth,	despite	her
family's	stable	life	being	threatened,	underscores	the	materialistic	undertones	of	their	society.	In	contrast,	Oscar,	Paul's	wealthy	uncle,	lives	a	life	of	luxury	but	also	exhibits	contradictory	behavior,	sometimes	seeming	to	genuinely	care	for	his	nephew	and	other	times	letting	greed	override	empathy.	A	confusing	figure,	Oscar's	actions	are	motivated	by
both	financial	gain	and	possibly	genuine	concern.	The	narrative	highlights	the	tension	between	material	wealth	and	relationships	through	Oscar's	treatment	of	Paul's	ill-fated	obsession	with	betting	and	his	own	involvement	in	it	despite	knowing	its	dangers.	Even	after	Paul's	death,	instead	of	expressing	sorrow	or	regret,	Oscar	advises	Hester	to
prioritize	her	financial	security	over	mourning	the	loss	of	a	son.	Bassett,	the	family's	gardener,	serves	as	a	contrasting	figure	with	his	humble	nature,	religious	beliefs,	and	a	war-wounded	past.	His	storylines	offer	a	glimpse	into	the	lives	of	those	who	value	hard	work	and	service	over	material	pursuits,	highlighting	the	societal	values	that	often	pit
these	two	worlds	against	each	other.	Paul's	family	is	comfortable	financially,	but	they	are	consumed	by	the	desire	for	wealth	and	status.	Paul,	in	particular,	feels	pressure	to	prove	himself	lucky,	as	his	mother	believes	that	those	who	have	money	are	indeed	fortunate.	He	turns	to	horse	racing	betting	with	Bassett,	a	simple-minded	man	who	is	easily
swayed	by	others'	demands,	to	earn	the	family	more	money.	Bassett's	character	serves	as	an	unconventional	example	of	a	person	being	led	by	everyone	in	their	life,	including	his	wife	Hester,	who	takes	charge	of	managing	the	household	and	making	financial	decisions.	Paul	tries	to	fill	the	gap	left	by	his	father's	absence	and	struggles	with	his	own
luck.	The	story	highlights	the	family's	tension	between	their	current	comfortable	lifestyle	and	their	desire	for	luxury	and	wealth,	symbolized	by	their	utilitarian	world	where	everything	is	measured	in	material	worth.	Hester's	philosophy	that	money	brings	good	fortune	has	a	profound	impact	on	Paul,	leading	him	to	internalize	her	message	and	attempt
to	prove	himself	lucky.	As	the	story	unfolds,	Paul	becomes	increasingly	anxious	about	his	family's	growing	need	for	more	wealth,	which	ultimately	leads	to	his	tragic	fate.	He	falls	ill	after	discovering	the	winning	horse	in	the	Derby,	dies	soon	after,	but	leaves	behind	80,000	pounds	for	his	mother.	The	setting	of	the	story	is	1920s	England,	where	horse
racing	was	a	common	pastime,	and	World	War	I	had	left	its	mark	on	society.	The	contrast	between	the	family's	comfortable	lifestyle	and	their	insatiable	desire	for	wealth	serves	as	a	commentary	on	the	societal	values	of	the	time,	where	material	worth	was	highly	valued.	The	story	raises	questions	about	the	nature	of	luck,	fate,	and	the	human	desire
for	more,	ultimately	leading	to	a	tragic	conclusion.	Hester's	Life	of	Illusion	Hester's	life	appears	luxurious	on	the	surface	but	beneath	lies	a	tangled	web	of	deceit	and	illusion.	Her	focus	is	not	on	genuine	happiness	but	on	maintaining	an	idealized	image	of	wealth	and	status.	Behind	closed	doors,	her	children	play	in	a	nursery	with	maids	while	their
parents	dine	and	rest	separately.	The	house	itself	seems	to	be	restless,	whispering	its	discontent	with	the	family's	financial	struggles.	As	Hester	strives	for	a	superior	lifestyle,	she	is	plagued	by	feelings	of	inadequacy.	She	yearns	for	recognition	and	validation	from	others,	but	this	pursuit	comes	at	the	cost	of	her	authenticity.	When	Paul	inherits	a	large
sum	of	money,	their	home	becomes	even	more	oppressive,	symbolizing	the	crushing	weight	of	unmet	expectations.	Lawrence	critiques	societal	norms	through	his	narrative,	highlighting	the	pitfalls	of	materialism	and	appearances.	Hester	is	a	master	of	pretension,	using	her	appearance	to	mask	her	true	nature	as	a	manipulative	individual.	Her
obsession	with	wealth	is	rooted	in	her	desperate	need	for	validation	from	others.	The	character	of	Uncle	Oscar	serves	as	a	commentary	on	the	superficiality	of	wealthy	individuals.	He	appears	to	be	a	benevolent	figure	but	ultimately	becomes	Paul's	partner	in	his	financial	endeavors,	perpetuating	the	cycle	of	greed.	Conversely,	Lawrence	presents	Paul
as	a	sympathetic	protagonist,	driven	by	genuine	emotions	and	a	desire	for	comfort	and	security	for	his	family.	The	story's	structure	is	reminiscent	of	classic	gothic	fiction,	with	elements	such	as	the	eerie	whispering	house,	Paul's	supernatural	abilities,	and	his	tragic	demise.	The	tale	also	incorporates	Freudian	themes,	including	the	oedipal	complex,
where	Paul's	fixation	on	earning	more	to	gain	his	mother's	love	becomes	a	destructive	force.	The	title	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner"	is	a	masterful	choice,	as	it	belies	the	true	nature	of	the	story.	The	rocking	horse	serves	not	only	as	a	symbol	of	Paul's	obsession	but	also	as	a	catalyst	for	his	downfall.	It	represents	the	way	in	which	one	can	become
trapped	by	their	own	desires	and	lose	control,	ultimately	leading	to	devastating	consequences.	The	mysterious	allure	of	the	winning	horse	in	the	next	race	unfolds	through	the	narrator's	omniscient	lens,	weaving	a	tale	of	inner	and	outer	selves,	fake	personalities,	and	superficial	natures.	Ironic	statements	and	exaggerated	imagery	paint	a	picture	of
characters	consumed	by	their	own	insecurities,	as	the	rocking	horse	becomes	an	enigmatic	symbol	of	Paul's	psychological	makeup,	forged	in	his	mother's	concept	of	"luck."	The	story	is	shrouded	in	allegorical	mystery,	where	the	rocking	horse	can	be	seen	as	an	evil	force,	a	simple	toy	turned	wild,	or	something	else	entirely.	The	narrative	unfolds	like	a
classic	tale,	with	simple	and	understandable	language,	yet	it	lacks	the	descriptive	sentences	often	found	in	realistic	fiction.	In	this	context,	Paul's	Oedipal	complex	comes	into	play,	as	he	seeks	his	mother's	love	through	gambling	and	an	anonymous	birthday	gift	of	£1000,	reflecting	his	desire	to	take	his	father's	place.	The	rocking	horse	becomes	a
symbol	of	his	futile	efforts	to	gain	wealth,	as	his	violent	rocking	yields	no	true	movement,	merely	blind	pursuit.	For	material	wealth,	status,	and	love,	Paul	is	like	Hester,	believing	that	riches	will	bring	him	affection.	He	relies	on	an	object	that	leads	to	his	early	death.	The	horse	symbolizes	Paul's	anxiety	about	growing	up	and	losing	control	over	his
desires.	Paul's	attachment	to	the	horse	stems	from	his	mother's	refusal	to	let	him	have	it	after	she	shifts	him	from	the	nursery.	He	sees	it	as	his	"secret	of	secrets,"	and	keeping	it	hidden	is	crucial.	His	wild	riding	shows	his	loss	of	control,	particularly	when	he's	trying	to	win	over	his	mother	against	his	father.	Money	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	story,
with	Hester	striving	for	luxury	and	status.	Paul	misinterprets	her	saying	that	luck	and	money	are	the	same	thing,	leading	him	to	believe	that	wealth	earns	love	and	luck.	However,	Lawrence	shows	through	the	novel	that	money	doesn't	guarantee	love	or	luck.	Paul's	gifts	to	his	mother	don't	bring	happiness,	and	he	ultimately	finds	a	tragic	end.	Hester's
pursuit	of	materialism	costs	her	the	only	son.	The	story	highlights	the	dangers	of	greed,	which	creates	distance	among	family	members	and	shifts	their	focus	to	unnecessary	things.	The	Rocking-Horse	Winner	has	a	Christian	undertone,	with	the	gardener	Bassett	representing	a	modest	religious	figure	who	believes	Paul	is	chosen	by	God	due	to	his
abilities.	Paul	can	be	compared	to	Christ's	innocence,	but	his	death	is	not	a	result	of	his	faith	but	rather	his	desire	for	his	mother's	acceptance.	Paul	Bassett's	obsession	with	betting	has	led	him	to	win	$300	so	far,	but	his	claims	of	being	"sure"	about	winners	have	become	increasingly	frequent,	often	resulting	in	astonishing	victories.	His	horses'
success	has	led	his	uncle	Oscar	and	Paul	to	make	significant	bets	on	the	upcoming	races.	The	duo	plans	to	gift	their	mother	a	substantial	amount	after	more	winnings,	but	this	gesture	only	fuels	her	desire	for	wealth.	As	the	Derby	approaches,	Paul's	behavior	becomes	erratic,	with	him	spending	countless	hours	on	his	rocking	horse,	entering	a	trance-
like	state	where	he	can	predict	winners	with	certainty.	However,	his	condition	worsens	significantly	during	the	Derby	day,	ultimately	leading	to	his	tragic	demise.	One	possible	interpretation	of	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner"	is	that	relentless	pursuit	of	luck	and	wealth	can	lead	to	one's	downfall.	Paul's	actions	are	also	seen	as	a	manifestation	of	his
desire	to	transition	from	childhood	to	adolescence,	symbolized	by	moving	the	rocking	horse	from	the	nursery	to	his	bedroom.	This	may	indicate	a	suppressed	Oedipal	drive	seeking	an	alternative	outlet	in	financial	success.	The	narrative	combines	elements	of	realism	and	folktale,	with	Lawrence	using	real	names	and	events	to	add	depth	to	the
fantastical	plot.	The	story	serves	as	a	warning	about	the	consequences	of	materialistic	desires,	highlighting	how	greed	can	lead	to	unhappiness	and	inhumanity.	The	novel	"The	Rocking-Horse	Winner"	by	D.H.	Lawrence	delves	into	the	destructive	nature	of	materialism,	consumerism,	and	the	consequences	of	an	insatiable	pursuit	of	wealth.	Paul's
family	is	a	prime	example	of	this,	as	his	mother's	constant	striving	for	more	money	leads	to	emotional	numbness	and	a	never-ending	cycle	of	dissatisfaction.	Critics	have	suggested	that	Lawrence's	own	complicated	relationship	with	his	mother	may	have	influenced	his	portrayal	of	these	themes	in	his	work.	In	the	novel,	Paul's	mother	is	depicted	as
unable	to	truly	love	her	children,	instead	focusing	on	acquiring	wealth	and	possessions.	Her	kids,	particularly	Paul,	are	observant	and	critical	of	her	behavior,	but	she	attempts	to	conceal	it	behind	a	mask	of	concern.	Meanwhile,	Uncle	Oscar,	who	is	wealthy	and	aware	of	his	sister's	financial	struggles,	provides	some	relief	by	offering	a	portion	of	his
riches	to	the	family.	The	novel	also	explores	the	theme	of	luck	and	its	relation	to	material	success.	Paul	becomes	fixated	on	winning	horse	races	as	a	way	to	alleviate	his	family's	financial	problems,	but	this	obsession	ultimately	leads	to	disastrous	consequences.	The	story	highlights	the	dangers	of	relying	solely	on	chance	and	the	devastating	effects	of
an	uncontrolled	addiction	to	gambling.	The	novel	suggests	that	the	root	cause	of	these	problems	is	the	toxic	atmosphere	created	by	Paul's	parents'	insatiable	desire	for	more	money	and	material	possessions.	This	greed	and	desperation	are	passed	down	to	their	children,	resulting	in	a	cycle	of	emotional	numbness	and	dissatisfaction.	Through	Paul's
tragic	story,	Lawrence	critiques	the	societal	pressures	that	encourage	people	to	prioritize	wealth	over	relationships	and	personal	well-being.	Given	text	rewritten	as:	The	narrative	revolves	around	an	emotionally	disconnected	family	where	love	and	affection	are	scarce.	Paul's	parents,	particularly	his	mother,	neglect	him	due	to	their	relentless	pursuit
of	wealth.	This	emotional	isolation	fuels	Paul's	desire	for	attention	through	luck.	His	fixation	on	obtaining	wealth	takes	a	toll	on	both	his	physical	and	emotional	health.	The	tragic	outcome	stems	from	his	unrelenting	obsession	with	luck.	The	story	highlights	the	illusion	of	happiness	that	comes	with	material	possessions.	The	protagonists	believe	that
wealth	will	bring	them	joy,	but	their	pursuit	of	fortune	only	exacerbates	their	unhappiness.	Parental	responsibilities	are	also	explored,	with	Paul's	parents	being	largely	to	blame	for	his	unhealthy	lifestyle	and	demise.	Symbolism	plays	a	crucial	role	in	conveying	elusive	thoughts	and	notions.	The	rocking	horse	represents	Paul's	search	for	good	fortune
and	efforts	to	alleviate	the	family's	financial	difficulties.	Whispering	voices	symbolize	the	family's	constant	hunger	for	money.	Foreshadowing	is	evident	through	D.H.	Lawrence's	use	of	ominous	tone,	whispers,	and	"voices	in	the	house,"	hinting	at	a	negative	outcome.	Irony	is	also	present,	particularly	in	the	contrast	between	the	family's	aspirations	for
wealth	and	their	actual	financial	struggles.	Despite	appearances	of	prosperity,	the	family	remains	mired	in	monetary	instability.	The	story	serves	as	an	analogy	for	the	dangers	of	materialism	and	consumerism,	cautioning	readers	about	its	negative	effects.	It	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	broader	societal	problems.	The	narrative	is	told	from	a	third-
person	perspective,	emphasizing	Paul's	experiences	and	thoughts.	Vibrant	imagery	is	used	to	create	a	rich	sensory	experience,	making	the	novel	dramatic	and	unsettling.	Metaphors	are	employed	to	draw	parallels,	such	as	Paul's	intense	rocking	on	the	horse,	which	illustrates	his	frantic	search	for	good	fortune	and	family	financial	woes.	The	title	"The
Rocking-Horse	Winner"	is	ironic,	as	Paul	succeeds	in	picking	winners	but	at	a	devastating	cost.	The	novel's	central	symbol,	the	rocking	horse,	initially	evokes	a	sense	of	nostalgia	and	childhood	wonder,	but	upon	closer	inspection,	reveals	darker	undertones	of	greed	and	obsession.	The	story	cleverly	subverts	this	innocent	portrayal	by	introducing
themes	that	challenge	the	notion	of	a	carefree	existence.	The	ominous	title	effectively	sets	the	tone	for	the	narrative,	hinting	at	the	devastating	consequences	of	pursuing	wealth	without	consideration	for	emotional	well-being.
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