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THE HIGHLIGHTS

2014 saw the most significant Green Sports Alliance Summit to date. Over 
650 industry leaders gathered in the San Francisco Bay Area to discuss 
the greening of the sports industry. Built on the theme Winning Today, 
Playing for Tomorrow: Creating a Legacy Through Sustainability, the Summit 
program presented the latest in expertise from industry frontrunners in the 
areas of sustainability leadership, renewable energy, composting, marketing, 
sponsorship, athlete engagement, sustainability reporting and more to drive 
better environmental practices and proven solutions that are advancing the 
green sports movement.

Led by the voices of 100 distinguished speakers, the program included 
the second annual Women, Sports and the Environment Symposium, 2 
inspiring keynote addresses, 5 leadership plenaries and 12 interactive 
breakout sessions. We toured 6 new and iconic professional and 
collegiate sports venues in the San Francisco Bay Area. We honored NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman with the 2014 Environmental Leadership 
Award for his visionary work and guidance in establishing NHL Green and 
promoting sustainable business practices across the League. The exhibit hall 
was bustling with over 70 sponsors and exhibitors. Through the program 
sessions, tours, exhibits and networking receptions, attendees engaged their 
peers in meaningful dialogue to help propel the sports industry forward.

The following event report offers a look back at the 2014 Summit. We 
highlight the players who were in the room; recap the program; provide 
access to select session presentations and videos; and share some of the 
social conversation that was generated. We hope you enjoy! 

The Green Sports Alliance thanks each speaker, sponsor, volunteer and 
attendee who helped us hit it out of the park at the 2014 Green Sports 
Alliance Summit. With the development and integration of greening and 
sustainability initiatives, we are all already winning today, but we are 
really playing for tomorrow. Through its inspiring efforts along with those 
of other key players, the sports industry is taking a leadership position on 
sustainability and environmental responsibility. 

We look forward to seeing you in Chicago for the 2015 Green Sports 
Alliance Summit!

July 21-23, 2014 / Santa Clara, CA

of Summit survey respondents 
found the event topics relevant  
or very relevant

99% 

 
Check it Out 

2014 Summit Highlight Video

2014 Summit Image Gallery

Green Sports Alliance  
Video Playlist 

My Earth Changing Moments  
Video Playlist

“ It’s really impressive to see the  
whole sports community and 
the Green Sports Alliance really 
crystalize around a vision.

James Curleigh, President of 
Levi’s® Brand

”

http://youtu.be/uJEUGa0pcaw?list=PLUfPP2Q9i7YK2PM2oUzRiZ_uMMvxwddGm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/greensportsalliance/sets/72157645841986822/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUfPP2Q9i7YK2PM2oUzRiZ_uMMvxwddGm
http://myearthchangingmoments.org/tags/greensports
http://greensportsalliance.org/
http://summit.greensportsalliance.org/
http://summit.greensportsalliance.org/
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THE PLAYERS
650 110+ 100 Registered 

Attendees

Pro and Collegiate
Leagues, Teams  
& Venues Represented

Speakers

2014 Summit attendees represented organizations including:
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With the contributions of a  
broad range of attendees and 
sports industry representatives, 
the 2014 Summit ramped up 
the public conversation around 
sports greening.

of survey 
respondents reported 
having a good  
or great experience 
at the 2014 Summit

95% 

Notable Media  
Coverage 
BioCycle: Winning with Zero Waste

CBC Radio: ON THE COAST: NHL 
Sustainability 

Greenbiz.com: How the 49ers are  
upping the game by going green

 SportsBusiness Journal:  
Study: ‘Green’ fans willing to spend

SportsBusiness Journal: Bettman, NHL 
Honored With Green Sports Alliance 
Environmental Leadership Award 

 SportsBusiness Journal: Sports can  
be the leader for sustainable initiative

Sports Techie: Green Technology  
Changing the Sports World Landscape

 Triple Pundit: A Proud Day to be a  
Hockey Fan

 
Industry Reports &  
Resources Released
2014 AEG Sustainability Report  

2014 NHL Sustainability Report 

NRDC Guide to Recycling Green Team  
at Sports Venues

Turnkey Intelligence Sports Fans &  
the Environment Survey

 

Social  
Conversation Recap 
•   #GreenSports used 1,581 times

•   Summit app downloaded 336 times and  
used 3,312 times 

Top Tweets
@ NRDCGreenSports:  

@SJEarthquakes President Dave Kaval 
“Stadiums are a learning laboratory for 
sustainability & #GreenSports”  
@sportsalliance #GreenBiz @NRDC

@ knuppcakes:  
@SacramentoKings aiming for 90% of 
concessions to come from within 90 miles of 
arena? #dang #GreenSports  
@USGBC @sportsalliance

@ NHL:  
#NHLGreen RT @NRDC: @NHL is leading 
#GreenSports effort with their 1st sustainability 
report TwitPic

@ superbowl50:  
@KeithTBruce, @JedYork & @NFLGreen 
talk importance of sustainability in the sports 
industry #GreenSports Summit TwitPic

@ FishmanVal:  
@JayCoenGilbert thank you for inspiring a 
standing ovation at #GreenSports Summit and 
asking what game we are playing

@ QuakesPrez:  
@sportsalliance @cgkings @blazerschris  
@ScottAJenkins Will be a great event!

@ AEG: 2014 AEG Sustainability Report just 
launched! http://www.aegworldwide.com/
sustainabilityreport/ … via  
@AEG1Earth #1EARTHReport 
#GreenSports

of Summit survey 
respondents  indicated 
that the networking 
opportunities provided 
by the event were the 
most valuable aspect 
of the 2014 Summit

77% 

THE IMPACT
Environmental  
Considerations  
Through the generous support of the Bonneville 
Environmental Foundation, the 2014 Summit 
offset its environmental impact with the following:

•   279 Verified Carbon Offsets to cover 613,358 
lbs. or 279 metric tons of CO2e emissions 
associated with attendee, speaker, sponsor 
and staff travel via plane, car, and conference 
shuttles. 

•   72 Water Restoration Certificates to balance 
the 71,547 gallons of water used at the event 
and in attendee hotel rooms. 

•   17 Renewable Energy Certificates to ensure 
that renewable energy was used to generate the 
16,655 kWh of electricity used at the event and 
in attendee hotel rooms. 

Approximately 1,672 lbs of waste (93% of total) 
generated at the Summit was diverted from 
the landfill through composting (1,583 lbs) and 
recycling (89 lbs).

Summit Bags by Relan were made by 
repurposing over 14,300 square feet of used 
banners – saving 1,600+ lbs of vinyl and fabric 
from the landfill.

Summit T-Shirts by Aeris were made from 
100% post-consumer waste with RPET yarn  
made from post-consumer plastic bottles.

 Summit Bottles by Liberty BottleWorks  
were authentically American made with BPA free 
materials and recycled aluminum. Each 2014 
Summit bottle contributed to yield the following 
environmental savings: 

•   14 aluminum cans recycled
•   25 gallons of oil saved
•   1,500 gallons of water saved
•   825 plastic bottles kept from landfill
•   50 jobs for veterans and previously unemployed 

Americans and still growing 

http://www.biocycle.net/2014/06/16/winning-with-zero-waste/
http://www.cbc.ca/player/Radio/Local+Shows/British+Columbia/On+The+Coast/ID/2476871443/
http://www.greenbiz.com/blog/2014/08/01/how-49ers-are-upping-game-going-green
http://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Journal/Issues/2014/07/21/Research-and-Ratings/Green-survey.aspx
http://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Daily/Issues/2014/07/23/Leagues-and-Governing-Bodies/NHL.aspx
http://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Journal/Issues/2014/07/28/Opinion/From-the-Executive-Editor.aspx
http://www.sporttechie.com/2014/07/23/day-1-from-the-green-sports-alliance-summit-green-technology-changing-the-sports-world-landscape/
http://www.triplepundit.com/2014/07/proud-day-hockey-fan-nhl-releases-first-sustainability-report/
http://www.aegworldwide.com/sustainabilityreport/
http://www.nhl.com/green/report/
http://www.nrdc.org/greenbusiness/guides/sports/sports-venues-recycling-green-teams.asp
http://summit.greensportsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/GSA-Study-Results-Flyer.pdf
https://twitter.com/NHL/status/493878921784721408
https://twitter.com/superbowl50/status/491625880221777922/photo/1


Opening Program & Leaders Panel 

Leaders to Leaders: Sports industry 
executives discuss the future of the industry 
and how sustainability is coming into the 
spotlight
Moderator: Scott Jenkins General Manager of New Atlanta Stadium, ABM Sports Entertainment 

Group; Chairman, Green Sports Alliance 
Chris Granger President, Sacramento Kings 
Dave Kaval Club President, San Jose Earthquakes
Chris McGowan President & CEO, Portland Trail Blazers 

Tuesday, July 22nd

Opening Keynote
James Curleigh President of Levi’s® Brand

From Tactical to Strategic: Sustainability 
plays that are helping Super Bowl 50 and the 
San Francisco Bay Area plan for a lasting 
legacy
Moderator: Abraham Madkour Executive Editor, SportsBusiness Journal 
Keith Bruce CEO & President, San Francisco Bay Area Super Bowl 50 Host Committee 
Jack Groh Director, Environmental Program, NFL 
Mark Rossolo Global Director of Public Affairs, Underwriters Laboratories 
Jed York CEO, San Francisco 49ers 

Case Study Presentation 

The Power of Partnerships: Financial 
structures, partners and activations that 
make onsite energy systems work
Facilitator: John Mikulin, Jr. Environmental Protection Specialist, Clean Energy &  

Climate Change Office - Air Division, US EPA, Region 9 
Pat Rogan Director, Engineering Operations, San Francisco 49ers 
Rich Sotelo Vice President of Building Operations, SAP Center 

THE PROGRAM

Sunday, July 20th

The Green Sports Alliance teamed with U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC), San Jose Earthquakes, 360 Architecture & Veggielution 
Community Farm to launch the 2014 Green Sports Alliance Summit 
with a day of Service at Aptitud Community Academy school garden!

Monday, July 21st 

Women, Sports & the Environment Symposium 

The Better Choice: Making decisions that 
support & promote healthier lifestyles
Val Fishman Vice President of Corporate Partnerships, Bonneville Environmental Foundation 
Mary Harvey Founder, Ripple Effect Consulting 
Jennifer Regan Principal & Chief Sustainability Officer, We Bring It On, Inc. 
Gail Hunter VP of Public Affairs & Event Management, Golden State Warriors 
Kathleen Tullie Director of Social Responsibility, Reebok International; Founder & Executive 

Director, BOKS, Build Our Kids’ Success

Driven by leaders in sports and sustainability,  
the 2014 Summit program showcased better 
practices for common challenges, success stories, 
and untapped opportunities in sports greening.

Click the links following each 
session to access additional 
resources.

* Videos from past Summits are available to Green Sports  
Alliance Members.

PRESENTATION VIDEO

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/f2tro7mu3pqkvlj/AAD_tL_PIuV_nDpgxOFz_FCva?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mfmien9vysrzux3/AAAXiRa_Cnp_8nbiJWGej2jna?dl=0
https://vimeo.com/104112383
https://vimeo.com/104124261
https://vimeo.com/104133093


Workshop 

Digging Deeper into Composting: Exploring 
challenges & successes in program 
development and execution 
Facilitator: Darby Hoover Senior Resource Specialist, NRDC
Steve Davies Director, Marketing & Public Affairs, NatureWorks LLC
Randy Gomez Director, Maintenance, San Francisco Giants
Derek Hillestad Director of Operations, TCF Bank Stadium, University of Minnesota
Lindsey Kalkbrenner Director, Center for Sustainability, Santa Clara University
Katy Severinsen Director of Facilities Operations, ARAMARK
Brian Thurston National Business Development Manager, Waste Management Sustainable 

Services 
Sissy Burkhart Cleaning Operations Manager, Pittsburgh Pirates

Environmental Leadership Award 
Honoring NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman 
& NHL Green Panel

The Green Sports Alliance honored NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman with the 2014 Environmental 
Leadership Award. NHL Director of Sustainability Omar Mitchell accepted the esteemed award of a
Chihuly studio edition on the Commissioner’s behalf and joined a panel of industry leaders to share
how the League has started on a journey toward greater sustainability.

Moderator: Abraham Madkour Executive Editor, SportsBusiness Journal 
Michael Doyle EVP and Arena GM, Vancouver Canucks/Rogers Arena
Dr. Allen Hershkowitz Senior Scientist, NRDC
Omar Mitchell Director of Sustainability, NHL 
Michael Richter 3-time NHL All-Star & Hall of Famer & CEO, Healthy Planet Partners  

Wednesday, July 23rd 

Keynote 

Jay Coen Gilbert Co-Founder, B-Lab; Former Co-Founder & CEO, AND1

The Sports Marketing Perspective: How 
sustainability is presenting new opportunities 

Moderator: Neill Duffy Sport, Sponsorship & Sustainability Advisor 
J.W. Cannon Senior Project Lead, Sponsorships and Events, UPS 
David Doan Account Director, Marketing, CSE
Michael Lewellen Vice President of Corporate Communications and Public Engagement, 

Portland Trail Blazers 
Hector Scarano Sales and Marketing Manager, Andretti Autosport 

Accelerating the Conversation: 
Sports, sustainability & the automotive industry

Moderator: Adam Lippard Executive Vice President, GMR
Tony Weeks Senior Manager, Electric Vehicle Marketing & Sales Strategy, Nissan
Brian Wynne President, Electric Drive Transportation Association
Justin Zeulner Senior Project Developer of Campaigns, Vulcan, Inc.

Case Study Presentation 

Driving Real Change Through Transportation 
Initiatives & Fan Engagement 
Facilitator: Matt Dolf Director, Sustainability, Special Olympics Canada 2014 Summer Games; 

Manager, UBC Centre for Sport and Sustainability 
Matt Felker Senior Director, Arena Operations, Barclays Center 
Tess White Solid Waste Coordinator, Township of Langley 

Case Study Presentation 

Putting Some Muscle Behind the Movement: 
Engaging athletes in green sports 
Facilitator: Robin Raj Founder & Executive Creative Director, Citizen Group 
Christine Brown Director of Sponsorships, Strategic Events & Community, NRG 
Jarian Kerekes Director, Social Responsibility, NBA
Kris Loomis Senior Manager of Signature Programs & Events, Anaheim Ducks 
Kevin Whilden Co-Founder and Executive Director, Sustainable Surf
Will Witherspoon St. Louis Rams Linebacker

Case Study Presentation 

Playing Like A Team: Engaging key 
stakeholders to advance collegiate sports 
greening 
Facilitator: Kathleen Hatch Assistant Vice President & Executive Director of University Recreation, 

Washington State University 
Facilitator: Alice Henly Resource Specialist, NRDC
Karen Baebler Assistant Athletic Director for Sports Operations, University of Washington 
Matthew Williams Director, Office of Sustainability, University of Florida 

Workshop 

Sustainability Reporting: Sharing the 
commitment, enhancing the message 
Facilitator: Lindsay Arell Principal & Founder, Arell Logic
Facilitator: Jill Savery CEO, Bristlecone Strategies, Inc. 
Elaine Aye President, Green Building Services, Inc. 
Bob Beals Associate AD for Facilities, Oregon Athletics
Jim Ibister Vice President Facility Administration, Minnesota Wild & General Manager, Saint Paul 

RiverCentre
John Marler Senior Director, Energy & Environment, AEG
Omar Mitchell Director of Sustainability, NHL 
Joe Monfort Manager, Sustainability Communications, UPS 

Workshop 

Designing & Operating Healthy Buildings: 
Creating a lasting impact through facility 
renovations
Facilitator: Chris DeVolder Architect & Project Leader, 360 Architecture 
Tom Buning Senior Associate AD for Facilities, Operations & Capital Projects, SMU
Rich Mylin Associate Director Facility & Event Operations, UCLA
Jeff Provenzano Vice President - Facilities, Camden Yards Sports Complex
Jackie Ventura Sustainability & Operations Coordinator, AmerianAirlines Arena, Heat Group 

Workshop 

Creating & Executing Powerful Community 
Legacies 
Facilitator: Ann Duffy President, The Ann Duffy Group 
Edgar Farrera Director of Sustainability, Circuit of the Americas
Paul Hanlon Director of Facility Operations, MLB
Ian McKee Founder, EcosArenas & Director, IGSE (Institute for Sustainability Management in 

Sport) Brasil
Graham Rossini VP Special Projects & Fan Experience, Arizona Diamondbacks 
Shelley Villalobos Certification Director, Council for Responsible Sport & Athletics Liaison, 

University of Oregon - Office of Sustainability

https://vimeo.com/104367069
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mn6d5mxav60wysv/AADLncrF66TzvW2C1_5-Hs4Ua?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/foig18ilav8pefg/AABbcmx04cxLAAFxRDVbRH5_a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bg9w433yx576pd4/AABFs9JkwUAUs0HAA6kI-AmCa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/g4hw1t0yzkr9qj3/AABDgyhc6_29xf-9LeIHGwqpa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/30vg0cziamt3qlb/AADymcxuN7MFJG8n1ZdA7coga
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t9k60260b3g0meu/AAAKhuHPg7GEICIyn1Av0jsfa?dl=0
https://vimeo.com/103967680
https://vimeo.com/104366551
https://vimeo.com/104371599
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/m1mnl4nvs5mlaeg/AABgPBs18Xpb-vMPtU8pf6t0a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tdwwt0wfruqksgf/AADBkbrmYdDBGm6GUaa-c05qa?dl=0


Workshop
Leveraging the Buying Power: Sustainable 
purchasing & sourcing at sports venues and events 

Facilitator: Joe Abernathy Vice President of Stadium Operations, St. Louis Cardinals 
Facilitator: Tim Reeve President, Reeve Consulting
Corey Brinkema President, Forest Stewardship Council - United States
Matt Bogoshian Senior Policy Counsel, US EPA
Tom Carpenter Director of Growth & Development, Waste Management Sustainability Services 
Anne Marie McManus Director of Environmental Affairs & Sustainability, Delaware North 

Companies Inc. 
John Samoryk Chief Procurement Officer, Maryland Stadium Authority 

Workshop
Marketing & Sponsorship: Activating the 
sustainability story 

Facilitator: Neill Duffy Sport, Sponsorship & Sustainability Advisor
Facilitator: Joe Khirallah CEO, Green Bear Group 
Presenter: Steve Seiferheld Senior Vice President, Turnkey Intelligence 
Megan Eisenhard General Manager, Buffalo Sports Properties 
Dave Newport Director, Environmental Center, University of Colorado Boulder
Steve Page President & General Manager, Sonoma Raceway 
Gina Rotolo Marketing, PR & Booking, BBVA Compass Stadium 

Workshop
Sustainable Food Strategies: Understanding and
delivering the optimum food journey for fans 

Facilitator: David Russell Founder, The Russell Partnership (UK) Limited 
Michael Doyle EVP and Arena GM, Vancouver Canucks/Rogers Arena
Julie Margolin Director, Food & Beverage, Anaheim Ducks 
O’Brien Tingling Regional Executive Chef, West Region, ARAMARK Sports & Entertainment 
Ron Vance Chief, Materials Conservation and Recycling Branch, EPA 

Workshop
Lights, Camera, Action! Maximizing performance,
efficiency and the show in sports venues and on
the fields of play

Facilitator: Justin Zeulner Senior Project Developer of Campaigns, Vulcan Inc.
Darryl Benge Arena General Manager, Tampa Bay Times Forum
Jacob Davis Facility Operations Manager, CenturyLink Field 
John Hwang Founder & CEO, PlanLED & Executive Director, Human Centric Lighting
Joe Myhra Vice President of Ballpark Operations, Seattle Mariners
Bill Pottorff Vice President, Engineering, AEG STAPLES Center & Nokia Theatre
Erin Schnieders Sr. Director of Global Venue Development, NBA 

Closing Program 
The Future of the Green Sports Movement: 
2015 & Beyond 

Scott Jenkins General Manager of New Atlanta Stadium, ABM Sports & Entertainment Group; 
Chairman, Green Sports Alliance

2014 Summit Venue Tours
The San Francisco Bay Area is home to numerous  
iconic and brand new professional and collegiate  
sports venues, and 2014 Summit attendees got the 
chance to take an insider’s look at these venues  
and their sustainability programs. 

Stanford Stadium

AT&T Park

SAP Center at San Jose

Santa Clara University

Levi’s Stadium

New Earthquakes Stadium

“ The collaborative work that we have been doing over the past 
year with the Vancouver Canucks exposed us to their passion 
for sustainability. The GSA Summit, excellent in its program and 
execution, painted the picture for us on how the Green Sports 
Alliance can trumpet the world’s sustainability focus we so 
desperately need.

Brock Sansom, President & CEO, SHIFT Energy Inc. ”

“ Had a great time, once again...made some really good  
contacts and came away feeling juiced about some possibilities.  
The Green Sports Alliance Summit is the best around as far  
as I’m concerned. 

Adam Lasky, Director Ballpark Operations, Washington 
Nationals Baseball Club

”

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p3t06adxt9ln6o2/AADmGnUVQTc7LigRkBc445kCa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/v0tgj4canpq9zxc/AAAi0ahjdWfXxMPVSwzqVE5-a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jg3sins0t9w4r43/AAC138kyyJ3klwkOPmf0aWdDa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/v1mv5aitsmuadte/AAAURoZQmezVo7n1lcJlXKjPa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/52bnzcuzbvch776/AABveme4oP-Zi-ReM88wk3J3a?dl=0



