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PROFILE 

From Bob Kennedy to Mark Kotsay, the Oakland Athletics have gone through 19 managers since moving 
from Kansas City in 1968.  Only one man has been there for them all: Castro Valley resident Steve 
Vucinich. 

Vuc (pronounced Voose), as he is known to friends, worked for the A’s  as peanut vendor, batboy, 
ballboy, clubhouse attendant, visitors clubhouse manager, home clubhouse manager and equipment 
manager for a total of 54 years before retiring after spring training in 2022.  He surpassed the legendary 
Connie Mack, first owner and manager of the team from 1901-1950 when it was based in Philadelphia, 
as the man with the longest tenure in A’s  history. 

Vucinich was inducted into the A’s Hall of Fame in 2022.  

Born and raised in Alameda, Vucinich was just 15 when he began as a peanut vendor for Oakland’s new 
baseball franchise in 1968.  That job lasted just days because he learned that a clubhouse attendant had 
unexpectedly quit, so he approached clubhouse manager Al Zych to lobby for the job.  While he was 
talking with Zych, A’s coach and Vice President Joe DiMaggio walked by. 

“What high school do you go to, kid?” the great DiMaggio asked. 

“St. Joe’s,” Steve replied. 

“He’s Catholic, Al. Hire him,” instructed Joltin’ Joe. 

“I would have got hired anyway, but that makes a good story,” Vucinich chuckled. 

Vucinich took over as visitors clubhouse manager in 1974, a position he held until 1993 when he  
became the home clubhouse manager and equipment manager.  He remained at that post until his 
retirement. 
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A calm, personable man, Vucinich got along with most everyone – not always an easy task in his 
position.  “It’s the toughest job in baseball, taking care of prima donnas, each of whom has a special 
need . . . and expects you to take care of him right now,” former A’s captain Sal Bando once told a 
reporter.  “The way Vuc has handled it all these years, it’s amazing.” 

Vucinich has had a home in Castro Valley since 1978.  He and his wife, Valerie, live most of the time in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., since his retirement, but they still keep a condo here.  The couple has one adult 
daughter, Kayla. 

 

 


