
J O N  E S L I N G E R

Brand Strategist & Creative Director

jon@rdsq.com
517 / 974-3034
rdsq.com

E X P E R I E N C E

DO:BETTER
Co-Founder & Chief Creative Officer
September 2016 - Present
Co-founded the brand strategy and design studio in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Launched, scaled, and evolved a diverse roster of organizations across the 
country. Clients included: Automation Alley, Community Financial Credit 
Union, Habitat for Humanity of Huron Valley, Neehee’s, United Way of 
Washtenaw County, Toyota, World Economic Forum, and more.

Lake Trust Credit Union
Vice-President of Brand Engagement / Creative Director
May 2013 - March 2017
Brand strategist and creative director of a $1.8 billion Michigan credit 
union. Lead a multi-disciplinary team of creatives, strategists, designers, 
and developers to create brand awareness and promote financial products 
to a diverse membership.

Traction
Art Director / Designer
October 2006 - May 2013
Created brand platforms, visual design systems, digital experiences, 
retail environments, and brand communications for clients across a 
diverse range of industries. Clients included: BIGGBY Coffee, Capital City 
Film Festival, Downtown Lansing, Inc., General Motors, Michigan State 
University, and more.

Image Printing, Inc.
Senior Designer
February 2001 - October 2006
Designed visual design systems and print collateral for a internationally-
recognized print shop based in Bismarck, North Dakota. Clients included: 
Bobcat, Daimler-Chrysler, MGM Grand, NBA G-League, and more.

C R E D E N T I A L S

Recognition & Awards (Select)
Communication Arts
LogoLounge (Multiple Volumes)
CUNA Diamond Awards
PRINT Magazine
Creativity Magazine
National ADDY® Awards

Expertise
Visual Identity & Systems
Brand Definition & Positioning
Ideation Processes
Brand & Product Naming
Product Go-To-Market Planning
Creative Team Development & Management
Pitching and Business Development

Associations
Past-Member / AIGA Detroit
Past-President / AAF Lansing
Past-President / AAF North Dakota

Education
Associate of Applied Science: Graphic Design
Bismarck State College / Bismarck, ND
Class of 2001


