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“ “
The City of Greater Geelong Council has an ambition to become a 
leader in the field of sustainable transportation. Encouraging the 
adoption of electric vehicles in the area is a vital part of this plan.  

The City’s adoption of EVs started with grant funding from both 
the Victorian and federal governments, which meant it could 
include chargers in some of its capital project builds. 

2025 2035

The key targets established by this plan 
are for all City-managed operations to 
reach net zero emissions by

and for our municipality to 
reach net zero community 
emissions by



The first public chargers were installed on the 
Geelong Waterfront in 2018, and several more 
have been added to the network since. The City 
understood that despite it being a relatively 
new concept at the time, tourism required this 
infrastructure and largely informed early decisions 
on site selection. These chargers remain some of 
the most heavily utilised in the region.

The delivery of this publicly accessible infrastructure 
sought to address range anxiety, which was 
certainly a bigger barrier at the time, and boost 
confidence in the regional network of EV chargers. 

Greater Geelong Mayor Trent Sullivan says Council’s 
Climate Change Response Plan 2021-2030 guides 
how the organisation and community can respond 
to our changing climate. 

“The key targets established by this plan are for 
all City-managed operations to reach net zero 
emissions by 2025, and for our municipality to 
reach net zero community emissions by 2035,” 
Mayor Sullivan says.

“Underpinning these targets are action items to 
support the installation of a network of publicly 
available electric vehicle charging stations 
powered by renewable energy by the end of 2024.

“In shaping a future-oriented city, we’re actively 
engaging with the private and public sectors 
and researchers and addressing sustainability 
challenges and fostering innovation. The integration 
of EV charging infrastructure exemplifies our 
commitment to this vision.” 

Installing those first public charge stations posed 
some challenges, as it was new infrastructure 
that required an upgrade to power supplies and 
the design of a maintenance program that is 

atypical for local government. The City worked 
with contractors who upskilled, set up the chargers 
and built a positive relationship with Chargefox.

“Chargefox is highly regarded, a market leader 
and more advanced than any other competing 
products,” Mayor Sullivan says.

Recently, the City of Greater Geelong region 
installed four dual-port 50kW EV fast chargers, 
powered by 100 per cent renewable electricity from 
the City’s rooftop solar systems and its renewable 
energy contract generated from wind turbines 
in southwest Victoria. The Victorian Government 
provided $120,000 through the Destination 
Charging Across Victoria Grants Program to 
deliver the EV charging infrastructure. The new 
infrastructure and easy payment capabilities will 
make using electric vehicles more seamless and 
appealing for both residents and visitors.

Council is taking a strategic approach to delivering 
further chargers for the community. “With the 
market and adoption rates rapidly changing, 
Council, like many local governments, are revisiting 
what the role is for the sector moving forward,” 
Mayor Sullivan says. 

“Increasingly, our effort has been as a facilitator 
for the private sector, however the City still has 
considerable responsibilities that may range from 
leasing parking spaces to driving an evidence-
based approach on site identification.”

The City of Greater Geelong now hosts 10 Chargefox 
stations, and the Victorian Government wants to 
further develop the state’s network to ensure that 
by 2030, half of all new light vehicle sales are zero-
emission vehicles. Chargefox’s regional alliance 
is part of this plan.




