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Alignment Nashville’s Math A-Team, made up of
MNPS staff and community partners, initially
convened during the pandemic to address the
question of what barriers prevent families from
accessing resources and support in developing
proficient math skills. To answer this question, the
A-team engaged in focus groups with MNPS
Numeracy Coaches and convened several
community partners during a Coffee Talk on the
topic of accessing math related services. After
these conversations and reviewing several data
points, the A-Team determined that in order to best
support students, they first needed to focus on
how to redefine how students and their families
view and understand mathematics resources.
This discussion led to the A-team exploring how to
make math more accessible by shifting the mindset
of students and their families about what it means
to be good at math and determining tools and
resources to support these shifts.

The Summer Math Passport Challenge was
designed to help shift mindsets around math for
families. It provides elementary students with real
life applications of math, illustrating its relevance
outside of the classroom through an exploratory
game . The passport provides families with an
opportunity to enjoy math together as a fun, stress-
free activity, helping make future schoolwork feel
less intimidating and like a chore. Rather, it’s a fun
opportunity to nurture a valuable, life-long skill!

This initiative incorporates elements of two
established, summer education programs. The
first is Nashvilleijs Summer Reading Partners, an
initiative that aims to reduce summer reading loss
by calling upon camps to include daily literacy in
their programming. The second is the Connecticut
Summer Math Challenge, which illustrates for
students the presence of math in everyday life by
highlighting different locations and environments.

Students will be given fipassportso to different
locations, with corresponding math activities to
complete. A playground passport might ask them
to create a bar graph to illustrate the number of
stairs, slides and ladders that are present. A
kitchen passport will showcase the basic math
necessary to cook. Locations unique to Nashville,
like our wall murals, can be a source of basic
geometry questions. Students that complete the
math activities for all five locations will receive a
prize at the end of the summer.

The Math A-Team will partner with two summer
camps and four MNPS Promising Scholars sites
(one in each quadrant of the district), reaching
over 500 elementary students. The initiative will
also work with community partners to provide
prizes as an incentive for completing the Passport
Challenge. The initiative encourages caregiver
participation, to help shift family mindsets around
engaging in math at home in a fun way. To
increase accessibility and equity, passport
materials will be translated into Spanish and
Arabic, in addition to having both “in-person” and
“online” versions
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e Increase students’ understanding that math is Jessica Slayton, S

an every-day life skill, used for everything from

. X > Rachel Devaney, Counting Fingers and
grocery shopping to planning a vacation.

Toes

Ateia Aldridge, Homework Hotline

e Foster community support around the topic of
math education Dr. Bethany Rittle-Johnson, Vanderbilt
University

Chris Schlueter, Firstbank
e Help those that don’t consider themselves ‘math ris Schiueter, Firstban

people’ have a new confidence and appreciation

8 Kevin Harris, Still ]
for mathematics. evin Harris, Stillman College

Naeshara Neal, MNPS
Paul Cobb, Vanderbilt University
Dr. Ryan Fox, Belmont

Wesley Baxter, Nashville State
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