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THE ARCHITECTURAL PHILOSOPHY OF RMT:
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“Architecture is the focused effort to sculpt hard materials into places where people
spend their lives. To conceive of the design process as the fabrication of some blueprints
is completely wrong,' says architect |effrey Terrell, one of three founding partners of
Robertson Miller Terrell Architects. The partnership was conceived in 1996 when the three
joined forces to form a client-focused architectural enterprise.,
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An architect sees things long before they happen. After meeting
with the client, | really just dream with my hands. The imegularity
of your hand may suggest something that your conscious brain
hasn't thought of. It is important to use

mic. The hand suggests things you may not
have considered in a solely mental or hnological process.
Designing originally by hand adds a certain humanity to the final

design. There is nothing formulaic about what we do. Each design

is unique to the personalities of our clients. )
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“We add value and beauty to an industry that
all too often ends up creating nothing more than
buildings. The detail and thought we bring to the
table is what we provide our clients,” says Terrell.
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Responding to a dient’s desire to blend two entirely different styles
and histories of architecture and create a 17th century French castie
and ski home in Colorado’s deep forest, RMT melded these ideas to
result in a distinctive home that used Colorado materals and rustic
detailing with European traditions and proportion

In this 10,000-square-foot Bachelor Gulch home, the architects
created a memorable entrance to the home's master wing in‘the form
of an anteroom just past the entry door. The result is the appearance of
a main foyer in a medieval home converted into its current use. The
space serves as a stunning location for the owners' artwork,

The Old World look is reinforced by access in the form of a
dramatic covered wooden bridge that “literally flies through the
center of the house.” The entrance is unforgettable with moss rock
trim, refined art niches, atmospheric lighting, and patterned stone
floors.""Hard to believe that the space inside those doors is a square
in the floor plans, isn't it?" says partner Paul Miller.

The home's main access is a stone turret with timber detailing, a
shingled conical roof, and high windows that filter light down into the
space, The mass of the stone exterior “creates a sense of heartiness,
which the owner desired considering its location in the harsh extremes
of the Rocky Mountain winter;" says Terrell,

An organic, free form, in-ground hot tub sits in the hillside next to the
turret. Rockwork and native plantings accent the exterior space.
Robertson says, "It is pleasing to the eye when we nestle our designs

into the land in a harmonious way."
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The beauty of vertical reclaimed spruce siding makes this barn a focal

point of another client’s secluded river getaway and equestrnan ranch.
RMT conceived of the three-car garage as an old barn, which is a promi-
nent design feature on the property. A sliding door features exposed
traditional hinge mechanisms, a hayloft look and a pulley system.

The structure of the main house incorporates stone and log The
residence has walkout access directly to the river. lts expansive river
frontage deck is an outdoor room positioned at water’s edge.

“We decided to make the barn a different matenrial to ensure the main
house held its rightful place as the most important structure on the

roperty. Terrell says." The contrast between the two 15 visually rich”
property, Y bi

In this cozy home on the slopes of Beaver Creek, the owner wanted
a memorable bath experience. The concept of a soothing and relaxing
bath inside an eight-ton boulder might have been a stretch of the
imagination and of the original request, but it works to the delight of its
occupants.

“The intent here was to blow the idea of the conventional bathroom
out of the water, so to speak,” says Terrell, "It occurred to us that this
massive boulder, which straddles the exterior wall of the home appears
to pre-date the existence of the house.” Someone might just as well
have built his homestead on the rock.

The surface inside was diamond polished to a glass smooth finish. The
tub fits two comfortably. The bath is filled with a very efficient reclaimed
farm pump. Barn wood faces the nearby shower Antique glass in
the windows assures privacy, and the bathroom becomes a space of
unforgettable intimacy and fun.
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In the end, “The choice of stone depends on the emotion we want to
create for the client and visitors to the home," says Terrell.
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