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Life goes faster and gets busier the older I get. I’m not sure this is what was intended when 

I reached my age. 

However, a brief glance across the pages making up this annual report demonstrates just 

how productive and busy your chamber has also been keeping members informed and 

representing their interests. 

Being in business is a declaration of commitment and personal responsibility.  It is a 

statement to the world of your values and determination to make your own way.  In a time 

when personal responsibility is not the fundamental shared value it once was, going into 

business is almost an act of rebellion. 

Well, rebels need champions and networks of likeminded fellow travellers.  That’s where 

the Chamber gets involved; helping members to connect. 

This Chamber is determined to be the voice of its members - our local businesses.  We are 

clear that we exist only to support our members.  In doing so we recognise we are part of a 

much broader community.  So we need to play our role to make this beautiful place just 

that little bit better, helping to build the broad based resilient economy that will ultimately 

benefit everyone.  Keeping in the ear of council and our state and federal representatives 

is a necessary part of that. 

This is only possible because of the ongoing commitment of our executive officer, Lisa 

McPherson and her team.  I congratulate Lisa and thank her and her team for their efforts 

over the past year.   

Furthermore, it would not happen without the support of our sponsors, in particular, our 

platinum sponsor, Insurance House 360.  We are extremely grateful to Scot Leis and team 

for their support and wish them well. 

All sponsors are important.  Holiday Coast Credit Union is a local institution of which we 

can be proud.  As the naming rights sponsor for the business awards, Holiday Coast Credit 

Union, through Neville Parsons and his team has ensured our awards remain the premier 

celebration of business in this region. 

I encourage everyone to get involved in Chamber.  After all you only get out of Chamber 

what you’re prepared to put in.   

I commend the report to members. 

 

 

Hadyn Oriti 

5 October 2016 
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Board Members 
The names of the Board members in office during the 2016 financial year are: 
 

 Hadyn Oriti – Partner - Donovan Oates Hannaford Lawyers 

 Alex Glen-Holmes – Licensed Sales Agent & Auctioneer – Elders Real Estate 

 Allan Gordon – Chief Executive Officer – Hastings Co-Operative Ltd 

 Wayne Jackson – Relationship Executive – Commonwealth Bank of Australia 

 Kellon Beard – Regional Manager Mid North Coast – NSW Business Chamber 

 Janette Hyde – Board Member – Panthers Port Macquarie 

 Cathie Linklater – Sales Manager Port Macquarie & Regional Group Media Sales – Port News 

 Tony Thorne – Director – King & Campbell Pty Ltd 

 Stuart Goodfellow – Director – Regional Business Specialists 

 David Edgerley – Managing Director – Soft Edges Pty Ltd 

 Ivana Agapiou – Senior Recruitment Consultant – Eather Recruitment 

 David Ross – Director – Direction Accounting 

 
Office Personnel 
 Lisa McPherson – Executive Officer 

 Katherine Harris – Administration Officer 

 Chris Dubar – Accounts Officer  



 
 
Chamber Membership remained stable in the 2016 financial year with 221 
active Members as of the 30th June 2016. Over 1710 registrations, both 
Members and Non Members, were recorded over 16 individual Chamber 
functions, not including HBEN events. 
 
The Port Chamber has a tiered Membership with active members over 
four levels; Platinum, Gold, Corporate and Base. 
 
We thank our Platinum Member, Insurance House 360, for their ongoing 
support along with our seven Gold Members; Port City Bowling Club, Men 
at Work, mbc Recruitment, National Australia Bank, Charles Sturt 
University, Pycon Homes and Construction and OPSM. 
 
We also thank our Corporate and Base Members for their continuous 
involvement in providing a voice for local business though their 
membership, attendance and engagement. 
 

The Port Macquarie Chamber of Commerce was honoured to 
be announced joint Winner with Coffs Harbour Chamber of the 
Local Chamber Award at the 2015 NSW Business Chamber 
Regional Awards. The Award acknowledged the hard work of 
the Chamber throughout the previous year including the debut 
of the Digital Marketing Day Out (DMDO); an event designed to 
respond to the emerging need and interest of regional mid north 
coast businesses keen to grow their online presence.  
 
Another highlight this year was hosting Port Macquarie's Sister 
City Delegates Dinner, in the Barrel Room at Cassegrain 
Winery. The night showcased local produce and further 
strengthened our partnerships with our Japanese counterparts 
in Handa.  
 
In our office we welcomed a number of student placements 
studying Business Studies. We involved them in the day to day 
running of the Chamber and they participated in networking 
functions to gain an understanding of our local business 
community and help them decide what they do and don’t like 
about this type of career. 
 

Supporting the Community 
The Port Macquarie Chamber often refers to 
our local business as the “backbone of the 
community”. Local business has a long 
standing reputation for getting involved in 
community causes and contributing positively 
to the community.  
 
The Chamber is proud to have supported 
various causes throughout the year including 
sponsorship of the Luminosity Youth Summit 
(attendance for four young people), a Biggest 
Morning Tea and through the Combined 
Networks Christmas Party where $4,373 was 
raised for Bravehearts Mid North Coast. 



 
The Port Macquarie Chamber continues to meet with relevant Government and Industry 
stakeholders to keep open dialogue on a range of issues that impact local business. Regular 
meetings are held with the Port Macquarie-Hastings Council Mayor and General Manager, State 
Member Leslie Williams MP and Federal Member Dr David Gillespie MP. Meeting with Luke 
Hartsuyker MP commenced as the Cowper electorate boundaries were changed at the end of 2015.  
 
We are pleased to have continued our Partnership with SafeWork NSW (previously WorkCover 
NSW) in our united goal to raise awareness of safety in the workplace. This partnership includes the 
Work Health Safety Award, of which our Local Award Winner is fast tracked to the State Safety 
Awards. 
 
The NSW Business Chamber Alliance not only offers a range of tangible benefits to Port Chamber 
Members with discounts on products, services and events and access to advice and support, but 
permits local business to carry on to Regional and State Awards for a number of Business 
Excellence Awards. 
 
The Port Chamber recognises these partnerships for the many benefits they offer to Members and 
the wider local business community through access to information, advice, support, increased 
exposure and recognition. 
 
The Port Macquarie Chamber's extensive Event Calendar has generated a range of different 
networking opportunities within the business community and shares information to keep Members 
informed of happenings in the local economy. Topics have covered an array business aspects 
including grants and assistance, Meet the Candidates (Federal) and industry updates. The Chamber 
supports a number of local events to promote community inclusion and business engagement 
including the Luminosity Youth Summit, Cancer Council's Biggest Morning Tea, Christmas Spirit 
Photo Competition and CBD Christmas celebrations. 
 
This year has seen increased Member information shared via the Port Chamber's blog and 
Facebook page. The use of the blog aims to put Member information in a searchable forum linked to 
social media to increase engagement with a wider audience. 
 
The Chamber actively corresponds with relevant stakeholders on issues such as the implementation 
of the Foreshore Plan of Management (POM), the Link Road concept, support for funding 
submissions for local infrastructure and economic drivers including the Airport and regional events.  

 
Submissions & Support Letters 
 Draft North Coast Regional Plan Submission, June 2016 

 Leslie Williams MP Letter re Link Road, June 2016 

 PMHC Operational Plan Submission, May 2016 

 Abandoned Trolleys Letter to PMHC, May 2016 

 Luke Hartsuyker Welcome and Invite, January 2016 

 PMHC Port Macquarie Foreshore Walkway Submission, February 2016 

 Letter to Hon Niall Blair MP Foreshore POM, November 2015 

 AEC Boundary Changes Submission, October 2015 

 Tastings On Hastings Support Letter, October 2015 

 Letter to Hon Niall Blair MP Foreshore POM, August 2015 

 Airport Funding Support Letter, July 2015 

  



Revenue for this financial year is down due to the practice of raising orders for Membership renewals 
and the subsequent slow recovery of these. This was further impacted by lower than expected 
attendance at the DMDO. 
 
The lack of recovery action in the approach to the end of the financial year is substantially due to the 
earlier Business Awards date for 2016. All efforts were channelled into co-ordinating and organising 
this, our biggest event of the year, to occur in August instead of September when it is usually held.  
This is also evidenced in the significant difference in deferred income on the Balance Sheet. Activity 
toward an earlier Business Awards conclusion meant collection of income towards this event was 
more advanced than previous year. 
 
In spite of reportable revenue being down on the previous year, the cash holding is higher, 
supporting the impact of the timing of the Business Awards. 
 
Employment expenses are up on the previous year strictly from cost of living increases and 
increased superannuation. No new employees were engaged in the 15-16 financial year. 
 
Other Expenses reported higher in 2015-2016 than the previous year primarily due to the increased 
costs of the DMDO presenters and facilities.  

Income Statement:  2016 
 

2015 

  
$ 

 
$ 

Revenue 
 

217,297 
 

244,675 

Other revenue 
 

524 
 

1,190 

Expenses inc Employee expense 
 

(230,169) 
 

 (220,875) 
Depreciation and amortisation expenses 

 
0 

 
0 

Finance costs 
 

0 
 

0 

Profit (loss) from operations 
 

(12,798) 
 

24,990 

     

Balance Sheet: 
 

2016 
 

2015 

  
$ 

 
$ 

ASSETS 

    CURRENT ASSETS 
    Cash and cash equivalents 
 

118,962 
 

111,628 
Trade and other receivables 

 
5,855 

 
6,172 

Other current assets 
 

7,248 
 

3,358 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 

 
132,065 

 
121,158 

     NON-CURRENT ASSETS 
    Property, plant and equipment 
 

0 
 

0 
TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 

 
0 

 
0 

TOTAL ASSETS 
 

132,065 
 

121,158 

     LIABILITIES 

    CURRENT LIABILITIES 
    Trade and other payables 
 

14,897 
 

14,914 
Financial liabilities 

 
39,973 

 
16,250 

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 
 

54,870 
 

31,164 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 

 
54,870 

 
31,164 

     NET ASSETS 
 

77,195 
 

89,993 

     EQUITY 
    Retained profits 
 

77,195 
 

89,993 

TOTAL EQUITY 
 

77,195 
 

89,993 



 
The Port Macquarie Chamber of Commerce holds a range of networking events through the year to 
provide the opportunity for local business members to connect learn and grow. 
 
This financial year we have welcomed a number of Guest Speakers including Doug Walters, the 
Baggy Blues Cricketers, Lisa Johnson (NAB), Federal Candidates for Cowper, Craig Swift-McNair 
(PMHC) and an array of industry representatives.  
 
We were delighted to take over 200 local business people to the movies (twice) as part of our 
Awards; an annual celebration of Local Business. We applaud the work of the Luminosity Youth 
Summit and were honoured to host the Launch event again this year. 
 
A highlight of the Calendar was the 25th Anniversary Handa Delegates Dinner at Cassegrain Wines; 
a night of embracing partnerships across the sea with delegates from our Japanese Sister City of 
Handa.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sixteen networking events listed below connected over 1,710 
attendees during the 2016 financial year. We work with a range of 
venues and sponsors across the region and extend our appreciation to 
them all for the support of the Chamber and the local business 
community. 

 
Chamber Events  
 28/07/2015 Chamber Evening Economic Development Update 

 19/08/2015 Handa Delegation Chamber Dinner at Cassegrain Wines 

 25/08/2015 Chamber Function Movie Night "“Last Cab To Darwin” 

 04/09/2015 Business Awards Gala Dinner 

 27/10/2015 AGM & Chamber Benefits presentation with the NSWBC 

 29/10/2015 Business Awards Sponsors Thankyou After Hours 

 19/01/2016 Chamber Evening Innovation Grants & Networking 

 23/02/2016 The Mechanics of Big Business with Craig Swift-McNair 

 18/03/2016 Chamber Breakfast with Special Guest Doug Walters 

 22/03/2016 Luminosity Launch Breakfast 

 12/04/2016 Lisa Johnson Vibe@ NAB Marketing Evening 

 20/04/2016 2016 Business Awards Launch Lunch 

 05/05/2016 2016 Digital Marketing Day Out (DMDO) 

 24/05/2016 Chamber Property Forum Networking Evening 

 15/06/2016 Chamber Movie Night "Money Monster" 

 28/06/2016 Meet the Candidates Lunch 2016 Federal Election  

Platinum Member 
 
 
 
 

Gold Members 
 



Local Industry Awards
 Accommodation: Rydges Port Macquarie 

 Automotive Services: Jax Tyres Port Macquarie 

 Building, Trade Services & Suppliers: Pycon Homes & Constructions 

 Childcare, Education & Training: North Coast TAFE 

 Community & Social Services: Willing & Able Foundation Ltd 

 Creative Services & Communications: Snap Port Macquarie 

 Food Production & Catering: Luxe fine food coffee & catering 

 Hair & Beauty Services: Aqua Vitae Day Spa 

 Hotels, Clubs: The Westport Club 

 Industry, Manufacturing & Engineering: Black Duck Brewery 

 Legal & Insurance Services: Donovan Oates Hannaford 

 Medical, Healthcare & Fitness: Your Life Fitness Centre 

 New Business: Ruins Cafe 

 Professional & Business Service (5 or less emp): Fuel 4 Business 

 Professional & Business Services (6 or more emp): Men At Work 

 Real Estate & Residential Services: Coast Front Realty 

 Restaurants & Cafes: Social Grounds 

 Retail (6 or more employees): Saltwater Wine 

 Retail (5 or less employees): Port Fresh Seafoods 

 Tourism & Attractions: Billabong Koala and Wildlife Park 

 People’s Choice: The Hair Hub 
 

Business Excellence Awards 
 Excellence in Innovation:  

Wauchope & Port Macquarie Performing Arts 

 Excellence in Sustainability: The Observatory 

 Excellence in Business Ethics: Hastings Coop 

 Employer of Choice: Majestic Cinemas 

 Young Business Executive 18-35:  
Chris Meyers, Eastland Truss & Timber 

 Young Entrepreneur 18-35:  
Stacey Morgan, Wauchope & Port Macquarie Performing Arts 

 Woman In Business: Tanya Newman, Bennetts Steel 

 Business Leader Award Age 35+: Anthony Wilson, Saltwater Wine 

 Excellence in Workplace Health and Safety: Hastings Coop 

 Excellence in Small Business: Bennetts Steel 

 Excellence in Large Business: Saltwater Wine  

 
Hall of Fame Inductees 

 Ken Little Fruit & Vege 

 PC Pitstop 

 PeAk Coffee 

 Oxley Insurance Brokers 

 Town Green Inn 

Life Chamber Member  



  

The second Digital Marketing Day Out (DMDO) 
held 5th May 2016 at the Glasshouse Port 
Macquarie saw over 100 business people from 
around the Mid North Coast gather to garner 
knowledge to build their online presence. 
 
Key note speakers Paul Greenberg, Adam 
Franklin and Andrew Griffiths were 
complimented by afternoon workshops 
delivered by Jane Hillsdon, Dragonfly 
Marketing, Ollie Brooke, Cloud Concepts and 
Daniel O'Brien, Chicken Caravan. 
 



 
The Hastings Business Enterprise Network (HBEN) provides the 
opportunity for business people to network in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere, listen to quality speakers and gain skills to grow their 
business. The HBEN Membership base at the end of June 2016 
numbered 104 Members. The HBEN operates as a business unit of 

the Port Macquarie Chamber. 

 

 

 

09/07/2015  Mobile Business Applications Workshop 

10/09/2015  Leading the way to a Safer Workplace  

                    Hastings Coop/ SafeWork NSW 

08/10/2015  A Vision for the Hastings with Neville Parsons 

12/11/2015  How does the changing market affect your Super 

10/12/2015  Speed Networking 

14/01/2016  Breakfast with the Baggy Blues Cricketers 

11/02/2016  Putt Putt Golf ; Get Healthy at Work 

10/03/2016  The Fifth "P"; Positioning with David Marshall 

12/05/2016  The Attitude Shift, Nancy Sposato 

09/06/2016  Digital Business with Ollie Brooke & Jane Hillsdon 


