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A new deal - Introduction

We will deliver

Dear Fellow citizens, says Joe Bossano

I have served as a Member of the House of As-
sembly for 28 years, 8 of them as vour Chuef Min-
ister. | present myself once again this year with &
joint team, an alliance of GSLP and Liberal candi-
dates. Together we are committed to the defence of
our homeland politically by continuing the rejec-
tion of the Brussels talks and the demand for our

right to full self-determination and decolonisation.

1 ask for your suppert once more for this unwavering political stand as | have done in seven previous elections,

On this occassion we are, in addition, putting forward for your support the most exciling package of improve-
ments ever put in a general election, to provide benefits for every sector of our society.

Others say this is impossible to achieve. I can give you my persenal guaraniee that eack and every one of the
manifesto commitments will be implemented during our term of office and on the dates specified. Moreover, I
will also guaranice that government Reserves will never fall below £ 14 millicn, the fevel projected by the
outgoing government in their first budget in 1997,

We did not leave Gibraltar on the verge of bankruptey in 1996 as vou were being told then. Indeed, ali the
foreign investments we have today in Gibraltar were attracted here before 1996 and with the marketing done by
the GSLF then.

Today the Gibraltar economy is the same as it was in 1996, there has been no economic growth and there are
tess Gibraltarians emplayed in the private sector today thanr four years ago.

Between 1992 and 1996, over £ 100 million was generated and not spent. Of this, £ 63 million was put into the
reserves for the welfare of cur elderly in Community Care Lid, who have not received ome single penny from the
GSD administration,

To achieve the entire spending inn our manifesto and to produce the reduction in rates, charges and taxes which
will put mere spending power in your pockets, does not reguive extra inward investment. We can do this with
existing resources and achieve 2 balanced budget in each of the next four years.

Since we have already substantial interest of mew inward investments ready to come in, a8 we had in 1988 and
19932, we are very confideni that our prejections can be comfortably exceeded.

1 am going to ask you to vote for me and the seven eandidates of the Alliance so that we can get on with the job
of getting Gibraitar going again {0 bring you the many improvements spelled out in our New Deal,

We are committed after the clection io extend the hand of friendship to all sectors, and work tegether for the
benefit of our conntry. Gibraltar's capacity to grow and produce benefits for its people has been totaily under
utilised. Many hundreds of thousands of pounds of our money has been spent in publicity stunts to impress the
electorate, but with zero returns, The finance centre, paraded as a success stovy, has got seen a single new bank
and many of those we attracted are leaving or have left. On fourism earnings, ne information is available since
Aprif 1997, and that showed 2 huge drop compared to 1996.

If you want to see real improvements, give us MIAEHANE Jo- DARAES
4 - improvements, give i A GSLP/Liberal government com-

your support and we shall start delivering our | it itself to lower the salaries of
electoral committmenis within a month of the |government ministers back to what

general election. they were previously, An independ-
ent review will be carried out by a
House of Commons Commissioner
to determine what the level of sala-
ries should be.

oney now and spend it now"

"We will make the




A new deal - Social Affairs

0J Community Care

In 1996, the GSLP gave an undertaking to give an
annual grant of £15 million to Commumity Care. The
GSD also committed themselves to continue fund-
ing Community Care and have not honoured this
pledge. A GSLP/Liberal government will resume the
anrual funding of £ 15 million to Community Care.
This means that we will be giving £ 60 million to
Community Care in a four year term. In addition, we
are committed to make payments to catch up with
the £ 60 million that should have been paid from
1996 onwards. These payments will be done in
stages. There will be three £ 5 million payments to
Community Care on 1 April, 1 Auguost and 1 De-
cember 2000. This will ensure that our senior citi-
zens, who have given a lifetime of service to Gibral-
tar, will be looked after in their old age.

The reserves of Community Care should have -

reached £67 million by June 1996, they are now con-
siderably below that level. With the extra funding all
the extra expenditure will be met and Community
Care will end up with £100 million before the next
elections.

A new deal
for senior
citizens

new deal

[0 Tax slashed for pensioners

At present pensioners pay tax at the normal rate
on all their income outside their social security
pension and Community Care payments. As
from 1 July 2000, tax for retired pensioners will
be slashed to 5%.

o Increased National Day Bonus

The restoration in payments to Community Care will be linked to improvements in payments to
eligible persons. The National Day bonus, which was introduced in 1995, has never been increased.
In September this year, the bonus payment will be £ 300, and this will increase by £ 50 every year
from now on. In erder to cover for the period when there have been no increases, this year the
bonus will be supplemented by a £ 700 payment. This means that every eligible senior citizen in
Gibraltar will receive £ 1000 this coming National Day with the election of a GSLP/Liberal gov-

ernment,

C1Incomplete social insurance

contributions

There are still many persons with incomplete
social 1nsurance contributions who have been
prevented from making backdated payments on
the last ocassion. The GSD has refused repeat-
edly to re-open the scheme.

A GSLP/Liberal government will give every
pensioner the opportunity to make up the pay-
ments and collect a full pension. Arrangements
will be made to assist people who have difficulty
in meeting the payments.

Q1 More money for

Community Care Officers

The social wage has had very-small increases
over the last four years. This will be corrected in
the next review.

[ Free telephone rentals

All pensioners will be given rental free tel-
ephone lines. This will also provide for the same
number of free calls as at present on paid lines.

(] Free transport

A GSLP/Liberal government will put in place
arrangements to ensure that there is unlimited
free travel for our senior citizens on buses.

[1£ree TV Licences

Pensioners will receive free television licences
from a GSLP/Liberal government.

Al eligible senior citizens

will receive £ 1000 this
National Day 200 7




A new deal - Education and Youth

A new deal for our youth

1 Expansion of the college

A GSLP/Liberal government will expand and
upgrade the Gibraltar College of Further Edu-
cation.

The entire move will be carried out in close
cooperation with the professionals in the field
and with all interested parties which would ben-
efit from and be affected by this move.

The courses offered by the college will be ex-
panded.

1 Subsidised meals for school
children

School hours will be altered to provide a one-
hour lunch break. Parents will then have the
option of their children staying at school for su-
pervised lunch. The government will provide
subsidised meals with appropriately balanced di-
ets.

Consultations on changes for hours will be car-
ried out taking into account the needs of work-
ing parents and of traffic.

[1End of parental contribtion

Parental contributions for student grants will
be discontinued. There will only be one mainte-
nance grant for all students - the present maxi-
mum. This will ensure that students are better
off, since any help they get from their parents
will be over and above the grant.

[ Summer jobs for all students

All students studying in Britain returning to
Gibraltar for the summer will be guaranteed
eight weeks employment with the government.
As well as the review of the level of allowances,
all students will have an opportunity of earning
additional income during the summer. The pe-
riod of employment will be for eight weeks and
students will be contacted directly so that they
can express a preference within the period June-
September.

[ Grants for vocational
training
School leavers who do not go to University or
Colleges of Further Education in the UK will
have the option of vocational training in Gibral-
tar and will receive a Government Grant during
their period of training.

[ Automatic grant for post-

graduate study

Those students who are undergoing further
study in Britain, and who wish to continue with
post-graudate studies will receive mandatory
awards from now on. This will not be means
tested and there will be no parental contribution,

[ Employment guarantee for

graduates

If a graduate does not wish to continue with
further studies, then an offer of employment as
a research assistant with the Gibraitar Develop-
ment Corporation for three years will be ex-
tended to them. The salary rates will be at parity
level with the respective rates of pay in the
United Kingdom for the same job.

"A new
sports and
leisure complex for
our youth"
[1Sportscity complex

A GSLP/Liberal government will honour the
commitment to build the Sportscity complex.
O Leisure centre

A leisure centre will be constructed in the area
of King's Bastion. The development will be sen-
sitive to heritage considerations.




A new deal - Empioyment

A new deal for employment

The strategy of a GSLP/Liberal government is to make the economy self-sufficient,
based predominantly on resident labour, creating a minimum dependence on frontier

workers, many of whom are illegal.

New low 10% tax rate

There will be a new low starting rate of income tax
of ouly 10%. This means that the starting rate would
be cut by half from 20% to 10%.

This will be followed by a restructure of the tax
system which will involve the introduction of an al-
lowance that will bring the effective marginal rate
down from 50% to 40% for the middle income tax-~
payer.

O Minimum wage

The union has claimed a minimum wage of £3.60
which is currently under consideration in the Condi-
tions of Employment Board. A GSLP/Liberal gov-
ernment will give effect to the recommendations of
the Board, or take a decision for itself if there is no
agreement. In setting a minimum wage for the pri-
vate sector, consideration will be given to assisting
small businesses o ensure their viabilify.

1 No social insurance for

persons under 18

A GSLP/Liberal government witl abolish social se-
curity payments for persons under 18.

] Free nurseries for working

mothers

A GSLP/Liberal government will encourage those
women who want to to enter the labour market to do
so. The government will provide nursery education
for free for the children of working mothers. This
will cover both government and private nurseries,
which in future will be paid by the government, not
the working mother. This will further assist the ben-
efits of changing school hours.

] Industrial relations

A GSLP/Liberal government would act in consul-
tatioh and partnership with the trade wnion movement.
We take very seriously-concern expressed by the Un-
ion at the delay in addressing claims put to the GSD
government. This is unacceptable.

N

all of which will be undertaken in-house.

Government Employees

] The civil service

A GSLP/Liberat government gives a firm commit-
ment that there will be no change in the structure,
employment, pay and conditions of the civil service.
Vacant posts will be filled. The public administra-
tion will be run by the Heads of Department and all
promotions will be maintained.

[1{mprovements for

government workers

Industrial workers will be given an opportunity to
have higher earnings through incentive schemes and
overtime agreements.

1 Recruitment of manual

workers
A GSLP/Liberal government will recruit additional
manual workers, in consultation with the staff’ and
their union.
[18ingle Status

A single status agreement will be negotiated between
a GSLP/Liberal government and the trade unions,
concerning hours of work, pension rights, leave and
other conditions. This means that industrial workers
will be able to retire at 60 if they so wish. The oppor-
tunity for early retirement will be fully harmonised.

r1Employees in government

companies

The harmonisation of conditions in the government
service, including pension rights with years of serv-
ice since 1996 taken into acount, will be exiended to
all the employees of JBS, Community Projects, the
Gibraltar Development Corporation, and the Elderly
Care Agency, including former Mount Alvernia em-
ployees.

1 No contractorisation

Government work and services will be carried out
by direct labour which includes employees m related
entities on government conditions and pay. There will
be no privatisation or contractorisation of any work,



A pnew deal - Business

A new deal for business

Tax loss back credit

The best way to help companies who may be going through a difficult trading period is to
permit a loss in one tax year to be carried backwards and offset against a previous profit, and
not only forward against future profits as is the case now. The new GSLP/Liberal govern-
ment will introduce legislation with effect from 1 July 2000 to make this possible. This will
have an immediate impact on companies that are facing previous years tax bills and because
of poor trading conditions, have difficulty in meeting the liability.

r1Double taxation abolished

Steps will be taken to eliminate the anomaly
that arises in the first and second year of trading
for new businesses with respect to double taxa-
tion.

[1Protection of local market

Measures will be put in place to give priority
of work to local businesses.

[1Loan guarantee scheme

A GSLP/Liberal would ensure that provision is
made for viable commercial lending to be made
through a loan guarantee scheme.

[1Small Business Board

A Small Business Development Board will be
set up. This will be chaired by the relevant Min-
ister and will include the Gibraltar Federation of
Small Businesses and the relevant government
departments. This will facilitate the concerns of
the business community over issues like red-tape.

1 Telephone charges down

A GSLP/Liberal government is committed to
lower the cost of international telephone calls.
The cost of such calls from Gibraltar is out of
line with the reductions in the rest of Europe.
Business line rental will be reduced to residen-
tial level and the same free calls allowance given.

[ Review of social insurance

The present social insurance structure will be
reviewed in order to enable pro-rata contribu-
tions to be made for part-time employees.

[ Rates Restructure

A GSLP/Liberal government is committed to
conduct a complete review of the structure of
the rating system, in consultation with the busi-

ness community. The payment of rates on unoc-
cupied premises will be abolished.
0 Economic Coordination

Council with La Linea

Immediately after the election, an approach will
be made to the new administration in La Linea,
being the nearest town to set up an Economic
Coordination Council. The aim of the Council
will be to explore ways in which we can cooper-
ate to attract outside investment to Gibraltar. This
will also serve to improve the climate and foster
good relations with our neighbours.

3 Tavern license reduction
Tavern Licenses will be cut from £ 400 to £25.

[1Tender system

All government work that is not done in-house
will be contracted out for competitive tendering
with priority given to local firms.

[ Business start-up schemes

A GSLP/Liberal government will make further in-
vestments in small workshops and business units to
help and encourage the setting up of new businesses.

[1Self-employed & partnerships

A GSLP/Liberal government is prepared to move
in the direction of treating self-employed persons and
companies in the same way as small businesses for
tax purposes. This would require a restructure of the
small business tax system.
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A new deal

Gibraltar

which benefits YOU

] AS A HOME-OWNER

Because your first time buyer's allowance
will increase to £14,000, so your tax burden
is reduced, and your rates will go down and

the cost of water, electricity and telephone

calls are frozen.

] AS A GOVERNMENT TENANT

Because your rates go down, your rent is
frozen, your property is refurbished and
properiy maintained and, where appropriate,
lifts are fitted and the cost of water,
electricity and telephone calls are frozen.

(JAS A STUDENT

Because you will be entitled to a post-
graduate grant and a job in the GDC as a
researcher, if you so wish.

L AS A PARENT

Because vyour parental contribution for
students disappears, subsidised meals are
provided for your schoolchildren and free
creche and nursery facilities for working
parents.

L} AS A PENSIONER

Because you will have the right to free
doctors’ house calls, free public transport,
free telephone line rental, free television
licences, £1,000 on 10 September 2000 and
£350 (increasing by £50 every year) from 10
September 2001.

(1 AS A TAXPAYER

Because the bottom rate of tax halves from
20% to 10% and further tax reductions
follow,

{J AS A VEHICLE OWNER

Because clamping is immediately abolished,
road tax is scrapped, MOT tests will be
required only once every two years and
traffic chaos will be resolved with new and
resurfaced roads,

(J AS A BUSINESSMAN

Because telephone charges go down, rates
are reviewed, a loan guarantee scheme is
introduced, a small business development
board is established, government contracts
will go out to tender, double taxation in the
first year disappears and the social
insurance system is reviewed and a tax loss
back credit system is introduced.

L1 AS A SPORTS PERSON

Because we commit ourselves to present
plans for Bayside Sports Complex and to
upgrade the facilities that we will be offered
there in consultation with you.

(J AS A YOUNG PERSON

Because we commit ourselves to start work
WITHIN 4 WEEKS on a leisure centre that
includes bowting, multi-screen cinemas, an
ice skating rink and more amenities in a
modern facility you can enjoy and be proud
of.

(1 As A cITIZEN

Because Gibraltar gets a hi-tech, purpose-
built hospital (not a refurbished fiasco) — &
the GSLP/Liberals get GIBRALTAR
GOING.

We Will Deliver
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A new deal - Medical Services

A new hospital for

Gibraltar

A GSLP/Liberal government is committed to building a new hospital for Gibraltar
and to start the project soon after we come into office. There will be a substantial
increase in funding for the health service, but there will be no increase in the contri-

butions that people pay.

g Works start on 2 May 2000

A GSLP/Liberal government is committed to
commence work on the new purpose built St
Bernard's Community Hospital site within three
months of coming into office, on 2 May 2000.

The new hospital will be located in the area of
the Regal House Car Park. This 1s centrally lo-
cated, easily accessible (both by the Ambulance
and the public) and in an area that caters for the
population shift that has occurred since the rec-
lamation with the consequent rehousing of many
families to Westside and Europort.

0 220 plus bed hospital

The present St Bernard's Hospital does not pro-
vide sufficient beds to cater for the present and
future needs of our community. In the past year
there have been instances of patients being turned
away as aresult of a shortage of beds. As aresult
of this, we have concluded that 2 made to meas-
ure, purpose built hospital, which immediately
provides a larger number of beds and with room
for expansion in the future, 1s the only answer to
this imporiant problem. Adapting an existing
building not designed as a hospital 1s NOT a vi-
able or workable option.

[]State of the art high-tech
hospital

State of the art facilities at the new hospital will
include a dialysis unit and a scanner, which are
presently not available in Gibraltar, and which
many in our community urgently need. Two op-
erating theatres are also planned to cut waiting
time for operations and in this way ensure better
facilities and an improved service to the public.

(0 New casualty department

There will be a new, upgraded casualty depart-
ment. Accident and emergency facilities, with
quick, easy access are an integral part of the new
St Bernard's Community Hospital.

O Parking facilifies

Traffic and parking at the present St Bernard's
Hospital is a nightmare. This will change in the
new hospital. A large underground car park will
provide for 100 staff, 150 visitors and 100 mo-
peds.

] Green areas and garden

In addition to all the improvements outlined
above, the new St Bernard's Community Hospi-
tal will have green areas. A large rooftop garden
area (which includes a cafeteria) will be provided
to enable patients and guests to walk and relax
in the open air without having to leave the pre-
cincts of the hospital.

""We are totally
committed to the
health service. Work

on a new hospital for

Gibraltar will start on
2 May 2000."
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A new deal - Medical Services

A new deal for medical services

1A new dialysis unit

The new hospital will be fully equipped with
a dialysis unit.

[] A new scanner unit

The new hospital will have a fully functional
scanner unit so that our people do not have to
g0 abroad for this kind of emergency service.

qLower prescription charges

The GSD doubled the cost of prescription
charges. This move affected some of the most
vulnerable members of our society who are ill
and in need of medicine.

In order to address this injustice, a GSLP/Lib-
eral government will lower prescription charges
back to £ 1.20. The cost will be capped so that
the maximum anyone will pay is £ 7.50. Pen-
sioners will pay nothing.

g Lower doctor's house calls

The GSD have also doubled the cost of having
a doctor visit your home in an emergency. This
move was unwarranted and unnecessary.

In keeping with our pledge to reverse this un-
warranted increase in charges, house calls paid
to doctors will be cut in half back to £ 5.00. To
ensure that doctors do not lose out, the govern-
ment will make up the difference in the cost of
house calls to them. Pensioners will be entitled
to free house calls.

0 Generic medicine

The GSD's decision to insist on generic medi-
cine being prescribed, as opposed to branded
items, has caused problems and confusion for
many people, particularly the elderly. A GSLP/
Liberal government will allow the doctor, be-
ing the professional, to decide whether a patient
should be placed on generic medicine or not.

New dialysis and
scanner units

0 Nurses recruitment

Vacancies for nurses will be open to all with-
out discrimination. It is obvious that persons with
degrees, GCSEs and other qualifications will
stand a better chance of success, but those with-
out such academic qualifications will not be
automatically deprived from seeking employ-
ment as a nurse.

0 Mount Alvernia

A GSLP/Liberal government will retain the
existing management board of the Elderly Care
Agency. However, the existing staff at Mount
Alvernia will be integrated on civil service pay
and conditions, the same as the staff of the Gi-
braltar Health Authority.

OSponsored Patients

Many persons going to Britain for medical
treatment as sponsored patients, and their accom-
panying adult are suffering serious hardship. The
means testing formula used to calculate the al-
lowance given to such persons will be revised to
a more realistic level by a GSLP/Liberal gov-
emment.

OMental Health Care

The services provided at the KG-5 hospital

require investment and refurbishment, to which
a GSLP/Liberal government is totally commit-
ted.

The works required in this hospital will also be
assessed and undertaken during our term of of-
fice.




A new deal ~ Tourism and Transport

A new deal for tourism

0 Economic expansion

Tourism is an area for economic growth for
Gibraltar which needs to be improved. It is clear
from the results and the figures that more could
be done to create wealth and employment in this
field. The last tourist expenditure survey which
was published 1n 1997, showed that tourist ex-
penditure in Gibraltar was down. No survey has
been published since. OQur objective is to encour-
age gher spending by the tourists who come to
(itbraltar.

[0 Tourism budget retained

The existing budget on tourism will be retained.
The money will be more effectively targetted and
linked to results by working closely with the pri-
vate sector operators in the industry.

0 Ferry links

The on-going fiasco over ferry links with Mo-
rocco must be satisfactorily resolved with the
provision of an adequate vessel for such a route.
A GSLP/Liberal government will allow any prop-
erly licensed and equipped operater to run this
route. Backing will also be given to any opera-
tor who wishes to place a ferry service between
Gibraltar and Algeciras, so that the Spanish re-
fusal to grant a license, which is contrary to EU
law, can be tested.

O/New air routes for Gibraltar

Since 1996, Gibraltar has lost direct flights with
London Heathrow, Manchester, Marakesh and
Tangier, in a severe reduction in air routes. A
(GSLP/Liberal government will encourage new
airlines to fly new routes to and from Gibraltar,

We have already established contact with a
third airline which is ready to provide an air
service to a regional airport in Britain to start
later this vear.

O Beautification of Gibraltar

A GSLP/Liberal government will continue to
beautify Gibraltar. The Main Street pedestria-
nisatton was planned for before 1996.

[ Cruise strategy

The cruise liner terminal, which was planned
and built with European Union funding obtained
before 1996, will be the centre-peice of our
stategy to attract more cruise visitors to-Gibral-
tar. We are lagging behind the rate of growth by
passengers when compared to other Mediterra-
nean ports.

[0 The Port

A GSLP/Liberal government will persue the
development of the Port in consultation with the
staff. It will remain as a government department.

A new deal for vehicle owners

O Road tax abolished

A GSLP/Liberal government will abolish road
tax within our first term of office.

[An end to clamping

The clamping of motor vehicles in the public
highway will be abolished.

O MOT test every two years

The MOT test for vehicles which at present
takes place every year, will instead take place
every two years, as per the European Union re-
quirement. This would put an end to the present
absurd situation where the existing centre can-
not cope with the demand.

0 An end to traffic chaos

Motorists are suffering from severe traffic jams
due to GSD changes to the flow of traffic. New
traffic flow arrangements will be introduced, on
the basis of consultation with the Traffic Com-
mission and all other interested parties, to ease
traffic jams.

[1{nvestment in roads
A GSLP/Liberal government will make sub-
stantial investment to open new roads to ease

congestion. Existing roads will be surfaced, es-
pecially in severely eroded areas.




A new deal - Information Technology and Financial Services

New Opportunities for the economy

The key to economic growth is to promote inward investment. In the last four years, the only
tangible investment has been the setting up of a wine factory by a company that was already in
Gibraltar and planning to set up in that area. The level of economic activity in 2000 is no different
to what it was in 1996. Attracting inward investment to Gibraltar will be given an impetus by

channelling resources for this purpose through the Gibraltar Development Corporation.

(1 Gibraltar Development

Corporation

The terms of reference of the Gibraltar Devel-
opment Corporation are to secure the regenera-
tion and economic expansion of Gibraltar. The
Corporation already employs 126 persons deal-
ing in the fields of tourism and employment.

There are many employed in the Gibraliar De-
velopment Corporation who have the necessary
skills and expertise to take on this kind of task,
and they will be reinforced by those graduates
who wish to take up employment there as re-
search assistants, on three year research projects.

The Board of Directors of the Gibraltar Devel-
opment Corporation will include a number of
local successful businessmen and outside inves-
tors with an interest in Gibraltar. The idea has
been very favourably received by the business
community in Gibraltar.

[y{nvestors come in

While in Opposition, the GSLP/Liberals have
been looking at a number of projects with inter-
ested parties, with ideas for developments in
Gibraltar. Immediately afier the changes to the
Gibraltar Development Corporation, the projects
will be considered so that they come on line
within the first year of a GSLP/Liberal govern-

The future of
financial services

It is clear that at present there is a serious con-
traction in the size of the banking sector in Gi-
braltar. Not only have there been no new licenses,
but there are no applicants, and a number of those
banks licensed before 1996 have left Gibraltar
or are leaving.

Two banks have already left, and a third, which
holds three banking licenses is leaving also.
Another two banks are expected fo leave by the
end of the year, making it a total of seven bank-
ing licenses handed back.

This decline is accompanied by a dramatic drop
in the level of bank deposits.

1 Internet and banking

The delays in introducing passporting means that
this field is severely limited. A new mmpetus to
attract banks to Gibraltar must be given through
the concept of internet banking. The aim of a
GSLP/Liberal government is to make Gibraltar
the most competitive internet location in Europe,
and the future is clearly linked to internet and
the development of new technology.

" Information technology and the internet

The development of technology and the growth of e-commerce generally is an
area in which Gibraltar is being left behind. In the first year of a GSL.P/Liberal
government there will be the necessary capital investment in this field. This will
enable the existing Internet Service Providers (ISPs) in Gibraltar to have at
their disposal the latest state of the art technology which will dramatically re-
duce the cost and increase the capacity and speed of internet connections. The
investment that a GSLP/Liberal government will make will put Gibraltar in a
very competitive position to attract new business.

TR,



A new deal - Housing

A new deal on housing

[0 Rates reduction for all

A GSLP/Liberal government will introduce a
20% discount in rates for rates paid on time for
residential premises. This discount will apply to
both rented and to owner-occupied
accomodation. The discount would also be back-
dated to 1998, when the same beneﬁt was given
to the business community.

From 1 January 2000, the reduced poundage
which was given to businesses, will also apply
to all residential premises in Gibraltar,

QO Edinburgh House rents

will come down

The GSD has treated Edinburgh House as if
they were new buildings and the rent they have

set for these flats is too high. Moreover, the build-

ings were passed on to the Gibraltar government
for free by the Ministry of Defence. A GSLP/
Liberal government wiil lower the rents in Ed-
inburgh House in line with the rentals in other
buildings of a similar age in Gibraltar, such as
Laguna Estate.

[1 Government rents frozen
There will be no increase in the cost of govern-
ment rented housing over the next term of of-

fice.

[ Lift installation

There will be a programme of lift installation
in all suitable government owned buildings.

0 Home owners tax relief up

The purchase of property is currently subject to a £
10,000 tax deduction. A GSLP/Liberal government
will increase this by £ 1000 per year over the next
four years until it reaches £ 14,000, This will apply
to new purchasers, as well as to those home owners
who have already exhausted or are still claiming the
benefit of the original relief of £ 10,000.

0O Resale limits removed

The restriction on resale prices in 50/50 co-
ownership schemes will be removed.

500 new housing units
O50/50 to be re-introduced

Immediately on coming into office, a new
(GSLP/Liberal government will programme the
construction of 500 new housing units. Most of
these will be for sale on available 50/50 finance,
without means testing.

Special facilities, in the form of a 100% inter-
est free mortgage will be provided for those who
want to buy and cannot obtain a commercial
mortgage.

O Flats for government rental

Flats for rental will be built for the elderly and
for those who are unable to buy their own home.

This will be within the total of 500 flats being
buiit.

O Sale of flats to government

fenants

The government will give sympathetic consid-
eration to any request for the sale of a goverment
flat to existing tenants.

O Elderly and disabled care

As has happened in the past, in the construc-
tion phase of the new housing there will be pro-
visions made to ensure that the elderly and the
disabled are catered for in the access and facil-
ity to the new houses.

C1Maintenance programme

A GSLP/Liberal government will introduce an

on-going programme for maintenance, refurbish-
ment and beautification of all Government rented
properties.

1 Cost of utilities will be frozen

The cost of water and electricity will be frozen.

This means that there will be no increase in the next
four year term.
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A new deal - Foreign Affairs

A new deal on foreign affalrs

The GSLP and Liberal Party Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs have been work-
ing on a common position on the external relations of Gibraltar, the Spanish dimen-
sion, our status within the European Union, the Constitution, decolonisation and

self-determination.

The common ground was there 1o siart with and both parties have been campaign-
ing from the same position of rejecting the Brussels negotiating process which makes
Gibraltar's decolonisation a bilateral issue between Britain and Spain. This united
position is well-known and remains unchanged.

We will campaign in the United Kingdom, in the European Union and the United
Nations for full recognition of our right to self-determination as the only route to
decolonisation. This will inciude the following.

1 Treaty of Utrecht

Seeking the reference of the Treaty of Utrecht
to the International Court of Justice for an advi-
SOTY Opinion.

) Brussels Agreement

Campaigning to terminate the Brussels negoti-
ating process.

O Matutes Pmposals

Campaigning for a rejection of the Matutes pro-
posals.

g Airport agreement

Lobbying for the termination of the 1987 Air-
port Agreement.

1 European Union rights

Ensuring that the United Kingdom protects the
interests of Gibraltar in the European Union. This
includes our right to free movement through the
Gibraltar/Spain frontier. The right to vote in elec-
tions to the European Parliament, and the rec-
ognition of Gibraltar's competent authorities and
separate jurisdiction,

[ {nternational lobbying
The international lobbying at the United Na-
tions which was initiated by the GSLP in 1992

will continue, as will the European lobbying
which the Liberals have been conductmg

[ Relations with Britain

A GSLP/Liberal Government wants good ré-

lations with Britain. A key factor in the protec-
tion of our rights in the European Union and else-
where is the position of the United Kingdom.
The Foreign Office in London have a shameful
record of failing to stand up for the interests of
Gibraltar, and our wishes are often placed be-
hind those of Spain. We have to campaign in
the United Kingdom to ensure that Britain pro-
tects Gibraltar's interests.

01 Normal relations with
Spain

A GSLP/Liberal Government wants normal re-
lations with Spain. Dialogue with Spain is only
possible if Madrid accepts a new forum which
has to be tripartite and with no pre-conditions.

(1 Constitutional reform

The position of a GSLP/Liberal Government is
that a new Consitution must decolonise Gibral-
tar by removing us from the United Nations list
of colonies. We will seek to decolonise Gibral-
tar in keeping with the agenda and the time-ta-
ble set out by the United Nations.

We believe that the position of the United King-
dom should be made public, as this is a funda-
mental issue and everyone has the right to know
where London stands on the issue. Any change

must be ratified by the people ina Referenclum




A new deal - Quality of Life and Cenclusion

You will be better off under a
GSLP/Liberal government

says Joseph Garcia '

On 10 Febrnary, when vou go to cast your vote, the main
consideration that vou should bear in mmd is the programme

that you are voting for.

There is no doubt, thai the New DeaB offered by the GSLP/
Liberal Alliance is the best and most coherent political pro-
gramme that Gibraltar has ever known, This should come | 3
as no surprise. It is the product of the joint work of the two —

parties over the last few years. Every item has been carefully costed and the result is a pru-
dent and balanced document which spreads economic wealth amongst our people, bearing in

mind those whe need it most.

That is why we have targetted our senior citizens, our students and young people, our ten-
ants and home owners, vehicle owners and the small business community. The basis of the
New Deal is the redisiributien of wealth, which is an important part of both Sccialist and
Liberal philosophy. The New Deal makes each and every member of our seciety better off - so
you should ask yourself why is it that the GSD want you to reject it? They are copying cur

ideas, but giving vou less.

Do nei helieve the scaremongering and the
dirty political campaign being conducted by
our rivals, On 10 February vote for the New
Deal, it is the best deal for Gibraltar and the
best deal for vou,

| A ne deal

A new quality of life

D1 Direct democracy

There will be a system of direct democracy,
whereby the Chief Minister will appear on tel-
evision omce a quarter to answer (uestions
from the electorate,

Helping those
in need

As part of the committment of a GSLP/
Liberal government to the disabled, the
eligibility for quarterly household cost al-
lowance payments will be extended to
persons in receipt of social assistance and
unable te undertake work. This will in-
clude disabled persons.

1 Protecting the environment

A GSLP/Liberal government is firmly commit-
ted {0 protecting the environment. Euviremmen-
tal matters will be discussed with the experts in
the field. This includes a committiment {o nature
protection and to the creation of green areas for
recreational purposes.

rMaintaining our heritage

A GSLP/Liberal government would give prior-
ity and importance to heritage considerations and
would act in consultation with the experts in the
field.

riLaw and order

A GSLP/Liberal government witl support our
law enforcement agencies to ensure that Gibral-
tar remains a2 safe and peaceful place to live in,
There must be no political interference with the
police, with the appointment of judges or with the
judiciary in general. We pledge that there will be
no refurnm to the fast launch activigy.
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