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Welcome from the 
Co-Chairs
Welcome to the vibrant world of WABF! As co-chairs of the 30th Wharton 
Africa Business Forum, we are excited to welcome friends of WABF home for 
a celebration of our shared history and a vision for the future of business in 
Africa. 


Our theme of 'Homecoming: Looking Inward, Looking Forward’ is a call to 
action to reflect on our roots, engage in meaningful dialogue, and collectively 
shape the future of the continent.


As we look forward to the next 30 years, we envision a thriving and dynamic 
Africa, powered by innovation, entrepreneurship, and inclusivity. We believe 
that this conference will serve as a catalyst for new ideas, partnerships, and 
opportunities, and we can't wait to see the impact that our WABF community 
will have in shaping the future of Africa's business landscape.

Abisola Akinyemi, Halle Aberhm, Aramide Akinkugbe

2023 Wharton Business Forum Conference Co-Chairs
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conference agenda

Day 1 - Friday 10 November 2023

10:00am - 1:00pm Prospective Students Programming JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

1:00pm - 5:00pm Registration JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

2:00pm - 2:05pm Welcome Address JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

2:05pm - 3:00pm Keynote Address - dr. hippolyte fofack JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

3:00pm - 3:50pm Panel Session JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

3:50pm - 4:00pm Break - Networking Game JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

4:00pm - 4:35pm Keynote Fireside chat - dr. herbert wigwe JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

4:35pm - 5:00pm Ideathon with professor tyler wry JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

5:00pm - 6:30pm New Venture Competition Pitches JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

6:30pm - 6:45pm Closing Remarks JMHH 8th floor - robertson hall

Closing Remarks

10:00pm welcome party Reserve lounge, philadelphia

Day 2 - Saturday 11 November 2023

8:00am - 9:45am Breakfast and Registration Jmhh - forum level

10:00am - 10:10am Opening Address Jmhh - room g06

10:10am - 11:00am alumni keynote panel Jmhh - room g06

11:00am - 11:10am Break Jmhh - forum level

11:10am - 12:10pm Panel block I Jmhh - rooms f50, f55, f60

12:10pm - 1:20pm

Lunch and Learn” series
 Ideathon with benjamin fernande
 Colloquium with harambean
 Session with catalyz
 Future of african cities exhibitions

Jmhh - forum level, f85, f95

1:20pm - 2:10pm Keynote session - ismail ahmed Jmhh - room g06

2:10pm - 2:20pm Bingo Games/ Conference Entertainment Jmhh - room g06

2:20pm - 3:10pm Panel block II Jmhh - rooms f50, f55, f60

3:10pm - 4:15pm Panel block III Jmhh - rooms f50, f55, f60

4:15pm - 5:05pm Keynote session - state of the continent Jmhh - room g06

5:05pm - 5:25pm Special address (virtual) - ibukun awosika Jmhh - room g06

5:25pm - 5:45pm NVC Final Presentation of Prizes Jmhh - room g06

5:45pm - 6:00pm Closing Remarks Jmhh - room g06

CONFERENCE CLOSING

7:00pm Closing Gala Sofitel Philadelphia

10:00pm Gala After-party Roar philadelphia
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Group CEO, Access Holdings Plc 
and Founder, Wigwe University

Dr. 
Herbert 
Wigwe

Dr. Herbert Wigwe, CON is a visionary, a 
progressive business leader, philanthropist 
and humanitarian. Acclaimed as one of Africa’s 
foremost corporate bankers, Herbert is the 
Co-Founder, Group Managing Director (GMD) 
and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Access 
Holdings Plc, one of Africa’s leading financial 
institutions. He is also the Founder of the HOW 
Foundation; a leading social enterprise 
invested in youth empowerment, education, 
women empowerment, health, thought 
leadership and mentorship.


Most recently, he founded Wigwe University, a 
culmination of his lifelong ambition to build an 
exceptional, world-class, innovative, yet 
uniquely African institution to grow the next 
generation of leaders who will change the face 
of the African continent.


Dr. Wigwe also served as the Chairman of 
Access Bank (Ghana), Access Investment & 
Securities Limited, Central Securities and 
Clearing System (CSCS) and is the current 
Chairman of Access Bank (UK) Limited and 
Unified Payments Services Limited. 

He is a Board Member of Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company and a member of the 
advisory Board for Friends Africa.


Dr. Wigwe graduated from University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka and received a B SC. Degree in 
Accountancy; a Master’s degree in Banking 
and Finance from the University College of 
North Wales (now Bangor); a Master of 
Science degree in Financial Economics from 
the University of London and is an Alumnus of 
the Harvard Business School Executive 
Management Programme. 


He is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria, a Fellow of the 
Institute of Credit Administration, and an 
Honorary member of the Chartered Institute 
of Bankers of Nigeria.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Chief Economist, African 
Export-Import Bank

Dr. 
Hippolyte 
Fofack

Dr Hippolyte Fofack is the chief economist and 
director of research and international 
cooperation at the African Export-Import 
Bank, with more than 20 years of experience in 
development economics, international trade, 
banking, international finance, and academia. 


Previously, he served in several capacities with 
the World Bank Group, including as head of the 
Macroeconomics and Growth Program. Fofack 
is a fellow of the African Academy of Sciences 
and a member of the American Economic 
Association and the African Finance and 
Economic Association. Fofack has published 
extensively and served as guest editor of the 
World Bank Economic Review, Economic 
History of Developing Regions, and Journal of 
African Trade. He is editor-in-chief of 
Contemporary Issues in African Trade and 
Trade Finance and serves on the editorial 
boards of the Journal of African Development, 
the Journal of African Trade, and the Gulf 
Economics Journal. Dr Fofack has taught and 
given lectures at several universities and 
research institutions. 

He holds a master’s degree in economics from 
the University of Lille, an advanced degree in 
international economics and finance from the 
University of Bordeaux, and a Ph.D. from 
American University in Washington DC. 


In addition to his research and regular columns 
on global affairs published by Project 
Syndicate, he has also been a regular 
contributor to many newspapers and 
magazines, including African Banker, African 
Business, Al Jazeera, AllAfrica Global Media, 
Financial Times, The Banker, Guardian, Le 
Monde, Japan Times, CGTN, and Newsweek.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Founder/Chairman, 
WorldRemit and Founder, 
Sahamiye Foundation

Ismail 
Ahmed

Ismail is the Founder and Chairman of 
WorldRemit Group, a global money transfer 
company.


In October 2020, Ahmed was named first in 
the Powerlist 2020, an annual list of the 100 
most powerful people of African heritage in 
the UK. The following year, his company 
launched the Top 10 Most Influential Africans 
in the Diaspora list, in order to explore and 
celebrate the contributions of African 
immigrants to the USA.


He is also the Founder of Sahamiye 
Foundation, a non-profit organisation 
dedicated to transforming lives in the Horn of 
Africa through the promotion of literacy and 
education. Before setting up WorldRemit, 
Ismail worked for the United Nations 
Development Programme, assisting African 
money transfer companies in complying with 
anti-money laundering regulations.

Ismail holds an MSc and PhD from the 
University of London, as well as an MBA from 
the London Business School.
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SPECIAL ADDRESS

Ibukun 
Awosika

Founder | CEO, 

The Chair Center Group

Ibukun Awosika is an African Entrepreneur, 
Author, International Leader, and Global 
CultureShaper. She is the Founder of The 
Chair Centre Group, a leading furniture and 
securitysystems provider in Nigeria. She is 
the Founder of Ibukun Awosika Leadership 
Academy, theConvener of The International 
Woman Leadership Conference in Dubai, and 
also the Founderof the Christian Missionary 
Fund, a faith-based organization spread 
across Nigeria to changelives.


With an undergraduate degree in Chemistry 
from the University of Ife Nigeria and 
advanceddegrees from various global 
institutions, including Lagos Business School, 
IESE BusinessSchool, Wharton, and China 
European International Business School 
(CEIBS).


She serves as Chairman or Board member on 
various Corporate and non-profit boards 
aroundthe world, across Education, Energy, IT, 
Manufacturing, Retail, Financial Services, 
CorporateGovernance, and Advocacy.


She is a woman of many firsts; she is the first 
Chairperson of the Nigerian National Advisory

Board for Impact Investing, the first Female 
Chairperson of Nigeria’s Premier Bank, First 
Bank,the first Nigerian recipient of the 
prestigious International Women 
Entrepreneurial Challenge(IWEC) Award, and 
the first African recipient of the International 
Friendship Award 2019 by theQueen of Spain.


She is committed to serving nations. She was 
recently appointed to the UK G7 Impact
Taskforce and the Global Steering Group for 
Impact Investing (GSG). She is a member of 
the


Nigerian Economic Summit Group and served 
on the pioneer board of the Nigerian 
SovereignWealth Fund.


Her recent recognitions are the 2020 Forbes 
Woman Africa Chairperson Award; and Beta
Gama Signa 2020 Business Achievement 
Award. She is a fellow of the African 
LeadershipInitiative, Aspen Global Leadership 
Network, and a recipient of 4 Honorary 
Doctorate Degrees.


She is happily married to Abiodun Awosika and 
they are blessed with three wonderful sons.
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KEYNOTE moderator

Presidential Penn Compact 
Professor of Africana Studies 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania

Prof. 
Wale 
Adebanwi

Wale Adebanwi is Presidential Penn Compact 
Professor of Africana Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania. His research and teaching interests 
are in the broad area of the social mobilisation of 
power and interests in Africa as manifested in 
and/or through ethnicity, nationalism, racial and 
urban formations, elites, state and civil society, 
media, intellectual history, and social theory.


Professor Adebanwi received his BSc in Mass 
Communication from the University of Lagos, 
Nigeria, MSc in Political Science from the 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria, Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the University of Ibadan, and MPhil 
and Ph.D. in Social Anthropology from the 
University of Cambridge, UK. His sole-authored 
monographs include Authority Stealing: Anti-
Corruption War and Democratic Politics in Post-
Military Nigeria (CAP, 2011), Yorùbá Elites and 
Ethnic Politics in Nigeria: Obáfémi Awólówò and 
Corporate Agency (Cambridge, 2014), The Nation 
as Grand Narrative: The Nigerian Press and the 
Politics of Meaning (Rochester, 2016).  


He is the (co)editor of eight books the most recent 
of which include Elites and the Politics of 
Accountability in Africa (Michigan UP, 2021) and 
Everyday State and Democracy in Africa: 
Ethnographic Encounters (Ohio UP, 2022).

He has been a co-editor of the Journal of 
Contemporary African Studies and AFRICA: 
Journal of the International Africa Institute. His 
scholarly articles have appeared in Theory, Culture 
and Society, Comparative Studies in Society and 
History, Journal of Historical Sociology, Ethnic and 
Racial Studies, Commonwealth and Comparative 
Politics, Citizenship Studies, Democratization, 
African Affairs, Journal of Modern African Studies, 
AFRICA: Journal of the International Africa 
Institute, and Review of African Political Economy.


Before joining the University of Pennsylvania, he 
was, at various times, an assistant professor, 
associate professor, and full professor at the 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria, University of 
California, Davis, USA, and University of Oxford, 
UK. He was the Rhodes Professor of Race 
Relations until June 2021, Director of the African 
Studies Center, Oxford (2017-2020) and a 
Governing Board Fellow at St Antony’s College, 
Oxford. He was a Visiting Professor at Rhodes 
University, Grahamstown, South Africa and he is 
currently an Honorary Research Associate at the 
African Studies Center, Oxford.
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PANELS



Friday, 10 November 
4:00pm - 4:35pm

Africa’s Rising Giants: The Growth 
and Resilience of the African 
Startup Ecosystem
The "Africa’s Rising Giants: The Growth and Resilience of the African Startup Ecosystem" panel 
showcases the success stories of three co-founders and CEOs from thriving African startups. These 
entrepreneurs provide valuable insights into their fundraising journeys and the innovative ideation that 
has propelled their companies to success. Attendees can expect to gain a deep understanding of the 
resilience and growth potential within the African startup ecosystem, particularly in the fintech sector, 
which plays a pivotal role in driving financial inclusion and economic development on the continent.

CHIJIOKE 

DOZIE
Founder at Carbon

PANELIST

Aneto 
Okonkwo
Founder at Chat Desk

PANELIST

Oswald 
Guobadia
Managing Partner at DigitA 
Africa

PANELIST

Jemimah 
Orevaoghene
VC at Morgan Stanley

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
10:10am - 11:00am

Keynote Alumni Panel: Making 
Continental Impact After 
Wharton
The "Keynote Alumni Panel: Making Continental Impact After Wharton" spotlights the leadership journey 
of Wharton alumni. It showcases how these graduates have harnessed their education and experiences to 
drive change in various sectors across Africa. The panel emphasizes leadership both during their time at 
Wharton and the remarkable contributions they have made to the continent's development post-
graduation.

Paul Ansah 
WG’04
Partner at Albright 
Stonebridge Group Africa

PANELIST

Yassin 
Knocke WG’14
Private Equity Investor at 
HarbourVest Partners

PANELIST

Abdul-Hakeem 
Buhari, WG’18
Associate Partner at 
McKinsey Africa

PANELIST

Fanta Conde, 
WG’19
 Managing Director at 
CrossBoundary Group

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
11:10am - 12:10pm

Game Changers: Unleashing the 
Business Potential of African 
Play in Sports
 Game Changers: Unlocking the Economic Potential of African Sports" promises to be a captivating 
discussion that delves into the thriving world of African sports, where immense opportunities are waiting 
to be harnessed. African sports have not only emerged on the global stage due to the exceptional talent 
of athletes but have also become a driving force in the international sports industry. This panel will 
discuss initiatives aimed at nurturing young talent, enhancing skills, and bolstering local sports 
infrastructure, which are crucial for harnessing the vast potential of Africa's youth.

Kevin Bahun-
Wilson
founder and CEO of 
Afroballers

PANELIST

Pops Mensah 
Bonsu
former NBA player and 
founder of Pops 100 camp

PANELIST

Luc Mbah a 
Moute
player agent, CAA

PANELIST

Sally 

NnamanI
Co-Executive Director - 
PeacePlayers US

PANELIST

Prosper 
Krangwa
VP of Player Personnel, 

76ers

PANELIST

TJ 

Adeshola
Past Head of Sports @ 
Twitter, Operating Partner 
at Arctos Partner

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
11:10am - 12:10pm

Real Estate Investing for the Long 
Term: The Endurance of 
Responsibility
The "Real Estate Investing for the Long Term: The Endurance of Responsibility" panel convenes real estate 
experts committed to addressing Africa's affordable housing crisis and fostering diasporic and global 
connections. Through their investments and strategies, these panelists showcase how real estate can be 
a vehicle for social responsibility and sustainable development in the African context. Attendees will gain 
valuable insights into innovative approaches to real estate investing that contribute to both economic 
growth and community well-being.

Jonathan 
Halloran
Co-Founder, Jobomax

PANELIST

Joe 

Quinones
Founder, Obara Realty

PANELIST

Keith 

Williams
Co-Founder, The Greenwich 
Hazleton Group

PANELIST

Dolapo 
Salawu
MBA/MA, The Wharton Shool/ 
The Lauder Institute

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
2:20pm - 3:10pm

The African Healthcare 
Landscape: Bridging Innovation & 
Legacy on the Continent 
The African Healthcare Landscape: Bridging Innovation & Legacy on the Continent" panel brings together 
experts from various sectors, including global biopharma, public/private health partnerships, and 
startups. These panelists explore the dynamic intersection of innovation and traditional healthcare 
practices in Africa. Attendees can expect to gain valuable insights into the evolving healthcare landscape 
on the continent and how collaborations across different sectors are driving positive change in healthcare 
delivery and outcomes.

Menassie 
Taddese
Global Biopharma Expert, 
Past Regional President 
AfME at Pfizer

PANELIST

Katherine 
Marie Perry
US State Department PEPFAR 
Coordinator - Kenya

PANELIST

Dr. Julius 

K. Oni
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Director, Global 
Orthopaedics at Johns 
Hopkins and Physician 
Entrepreneur

PANELIST

Cynthia 
Obiozor
Oncologist and Clinical 
Development Medical 
Director at Amgen

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
2:20pm - 3:10pm

African Stories Unveiled: 
Elevating Narratives for a Global 
Audience
The "African Stories Unveiled: Elevating Narratives for a Global Audience" panel brings together experts 
from the creative economy, including social media, media, television, and film. These panelists collectively 
amplify and celebrate diverse African narratives, shedding light on the richness of the continent's cultural 
and creative output. Through dynamic discussions and insights, this panel aims to empower African 
voices and ensure that they resonate globally.

Solo 

Ceesay
CEO & Co-Founder at Calaxy 
App

PANELIST

Damilare 
Kujembola
CEO & Co-Founder Amplify 
Africa

PANELIST

Ozi 

Menakaya
Film & TV Agent, CAA

PANELIST

Moe 

Diggs
Podcaster & Creator

PANELIST

Amanda 
Agyapong
Community Partner 
Manager at Youtube

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
2:20pm - 3:10pm

US-Africa Relations
The "US-Africa Relations" panel at the Wharton Africa Business Forum spotlights two distinguished 
panelists who specialize in diaspora relations and managing relationships between the United States and 
the broader African continent. This discussion provides valuable insights into the evolving dynamics of 
diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties between the US and Africa. Attendees can expect to gain a deeper 
understanding of the pivotal role played by diaspora communities and bridge-building efforts in 
strengthening US-Africa relations and fostering collaboration.

Deneice 
Laurent-
Mantey
Executive Director, 
President Advisory Council 
on Diaspora Engagement

PANELIST

Chike 

Aguh
Former Chief Innovation 
Officer, US Department of 
Labour

PANELIST

Okendo Lewis-
Gayle
Founder and Chairman, 
Harambeans

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
2:20pm - 3:10pm

African Music and Cultural 
Exchanges: Building Global 
Partnerships
The "African Music and Cultural Exchanges: Building Global Partnerships" panel at the Wharton Africa 
Business Forum spotlights industry experts in music production, management, and entertainment within 
the vibrant realms of Afro music. These panelists share their experiences and insights on how African 
music genres are forging global partnerships and influencing cultural exchanges. Attendees can 
anticipate an engaging discussion on the transformative power of music in connecting diverse cultures 
and propelling African music onto the global stage.

Abdul Karim 
Abdullah
CEO and Founder, 
Afrofuture

PANELIST

Osita 

Ugeh
CEO @ Duke Concept

PANELIST

April 

Pope
VP, Label Development and 
Marketing @ ADA Worldwide | 
Ex: Universal Music Group 
Sub Saharan Africa

PANELIST

Teemanay
Award-winning Afrobeats 
Artist

PANELIST

Muoka 

Mills
Founder @ Muoka Mills 
Experience

moderator

17



SATURday, 11 November 
3:10pm - 4:15pm

Empowering Minds, Transforming 
Futures: Maximizing Africa’s 
Human Capital Potential through 
Education
The "Empowering Minds, Transforming Futures: Maximizing Africa’s Human Capital Potential through 
Education" panel at the Wharton Africa Business Forum brings together three dedicated panelists who 
are actively engaged in advancing education in Africa. This discussion explores innovative strategies and 
initiatives aimed at harnessing the continent's human capital potential. Attendees can expect to gain 
valuable insights into the transformative impact of education on Africa's future and the crucial role these 
experts play in shaping the continent's educational landscape.

Karl 

Nchite
CEO & Co-founder of 
CatalyzU

PANELIST

Farai 
Munjoma
CEO & Founder of Shasha 
Network and Mastercard 
Foundation Enterprise 
Officer

PANELIST

Nyamekye 
Wilson
CEO & Founder of Black 
Sisters in STEM

PANELIST

Fiyinfolu 
Oladiran
Partner at McKinsey

PANELIST

Afua 

Osei
Co-Founder, SheLeadsAfrica

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
3:10pm - 4:15pm

Energizing Africa’s Future: 
Pathways to a Just Energy 
Transition
The "Energizing Africa’s Future: Pathways to a Just Energy Transition" panel at the Wharton Africa 
Business Forum convenes a diverse group of experts from law firms, international energy  companies, 
academia, and management consulting firms. These panelists will delve into the complex landscape of 
energy transition in Africa, exploring the legal, environmental, and economic facets of the journey toward 
sustainable energy solutions. Attendees can anticipate gaining valuable insights into the challenges and 
opportunities of achieving a just and equitable energy transition on the continent, with input from key 
stakeholders in various sectors.

andrew 
kamau
Managing Director of 
International Programs, 
Energy Opportunity Lab, 
Center on Global Energy 
Policy

PANELIST

Yemi 

Famori
VP Asset Digital Core - 
Upstream/ Integrated Gas, 
Shell

PANELIST

Prof Susanna 
Berkouwer
Professor of Business 
Economics and Public 
Policy, The Wharton School

PANELIST

Abisola 
Ebenezer-
Otesile
Consultant, McKinsey & 
Company, WG21

moderator
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SATURday, 11 November 
3:10pm - 4:15pm

Shaping African Financial 
Markets: Banking, Private Equity, 
and Venture Capital
The "Shaping African Financial Markets: Banking, Private Equity, and Venture Capital" panel at the 
Wharton Africa Business Forum features accomplished professionals with extensive experience in 
financial markets across Africa. These panelists, spanning both sell-side and buy-side roles and operating 
in diverse asset classes, provide valuable insights into the dynamic landscape of African finance. 
Attendees can expect to gain a deeper understanding of the strategies and trends that are shaping the 
continent's banking and private equity sectors, contributing to economic growth and development.

Abubakr 
Dumbuya
Executive Director at 
Morgan Stanley

PANELIST

Tife 

Akeju
Director and Country 
Manager at Obsidian 
Achernar Nigeria

PANELIST

Amaka 

Nsofor
CFA, Principal Industry 
Specialist, Debt Capital 
Markets at International 
Finance Corporation

PANELIST

Stephen 
Murray
Managing Director at 
CrossBoundary Group

PANELIST

Saphir 

Esmail
PE Operating Executive at 
Alpine Investors and 
Venture Partner at Golden 
Palm Investments

moderator
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FRIday, 10 November 
4:35pm - 5:00pm

Ideathon Session: Masterclass on 
Ideation
Introducing our premiere Ideathon, an immersive journey into the world of entrepreneurship. Dive deep 
into a two-fold experience: a masterclass on groundbreaking ideation techniques feature Professor Tyler 
Wry, followed by an enlightening fireside chat with the renowned Benjamin Fernandes. Delve into curated 
business cases tailored to the continent, and showcase your brilliance in our business idea competition. 
The most innovative idea stands a chance to win a small prize. Join us in shaping the future!


The Masterclass will feature Professor Tyler Wry, who will walk us through the different  strategies and 
tactics for the ideation phase of entrepreneurship. This interactive session will center a case highlighting 
some of the continent’s most prominent issues, and will prompt attendees to submit their ideas to win a 
prize.

Professor 
Tyler Wry
ssociate Professor, The 
Wharton School; Co-Director 
Wharton Impact Investing 
Research Lab, Founder, Impact 
First Ventures

guest  
professor
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SATURday, 11 November 
3:10pm - 4:15pm

Ideathon Session: Inception to 
Impact: The Nala Blueprint
This session is about using Benjamin Fernandes's inspiring journey to motivate our attendees to 
recognize and act on issues they deeply care about in the continent. We envision Benjamin delving into 
the core problems that spurred his initiative, shedding light on his journey of mapping out solutions, 
rallying early supporters and investors, and the iterative process that refined his vision.

Benjamin 
Fernandes
CEO & Co-Founder at Nala

PANELIST

Noel 

Daniel
Co-Founder & Managing 
Partner at Kudu Ventures

moderator
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new venture
competition



New venture 
competition FINALISTS

Catlog
A commerce platform for SMEs on social media

Guideli, Inc
Provides personalized resources to navigate 
relocation and settlement in new countries

ECOACT TANZANIA
A social enterprise that transforms ocean 
plastic waste in to plastic timbers used for 
building, construction and furniture making

Dinesurf
A platform that allows users to search, 
discover and make restaurant reservations in 
various African Cities. A data-driven 
restaurant management dashboard that 
helps restaurateurs turn guests to regulars, 
run smoother shifts and fill tables.

Gigbanc
A neobank for freelancers and creators

edanra
Empowering Africa with credit through rent 
payments

Jahazii
Jahazii's mission is to bridge the 330Bn USD 
SME funding gap on the African continent by 
building lending infrastructure to help lenders 
issue loans and deploy their capital to small 
businesses faster.

reme-d
Reme-D is a deep-tech startup that is 
revolutionizing healthcare in Africa by 
developing affordable diseases testing 
technologies that are traditionally not 
available in the region or are prohibitively 
expensive

SwiftXR
Allows e-commerce businesses grow their 
sales, reduce returns and increase customer 
engagement by adding 3D/AR/VR content to 
their platforms

Lipaworld
Lipaworld revolutionizes the way you remit 
back to Africa. With digital vouchers, you can 
effortlessly support your loved ones. Digital 
vouchers are sent via SMS text or via 
WhatsApp and redeemed by the receiver at 
the point of sale or online.
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new venture 
competition judges
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Aeko 
Ongodia
CEO, Xeno

Luke 
Mostert
Co-Founder, CatalyzU

Mopelola 
Abudu
Managing Partner, 
AfriGlocal VC

Robel 
Chiappini
Director, CRE Venture 
Capital



new venture 
competition Mentors
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Sade 
Onabowale
Program Lead, Google for 
Startups Africa

Dolapo 
Adejuyigbe
Co-Founder, Traction

Aleph 
lasebikan
Co-Founder, Helicarrier

Moses 
Mukundi
Founder, Eden Care

Dolapo 
Morgan
Investor, Ventures 
Platform Fund

Bamiji 
Alajiki
Managing Partner, 
Golden Palm Investment



Guest Performance

YOUNG 
JOHN

DJ 
Tunez

DJ Vic 
B
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Thank you to our 
Alumni

Aaron Aboagye Adam Lawal Ahmed Ibrahim AJ Tella

Akwugo Nnama Alain Kaze Alberta Tete-Lartey Amaka Cypriana Uzoh

Arie Manuel Kouandjio Arinze Onyenezi Barron Channer

Buddy Buruku Chico Moss Chioma Duru Chuka Onugu

Clement Okey DC Moore Deserrie Forte Dolapo Salawu

Edner Paul Eli Nyonator Emmanuel Chimezie Ernest Boateng

Etzerson Philitas Harold Agblonon Idris Mohammed Irina Azu

ismael sangare Ivy Nnakabonge Jarell Spears Jerry Djangmah

Jerry Parkes Jessica Ajoku John Akpan John Gadzi

Johnny Jones Juliet Zawedde Justin Karfo Kehinde Odusote

Kelvin Kamhunga Kerby Altidor Kofi Asomaning Kokou Akolly

Konyin Adesoye Kwame Prempeh Kwamina Asomaning Kweku Nduom

Lawrence Cole Leah Ojesina Lionel Evrard Okono Ango Mariama

Marketa Wills Ababio Mary Joseph MaryAnn Adaora Anugo

Michael Larbie Michelle Almeida Mirabelle Moreaux Nafisa Rawji

Nana Aboagye Nickson Maywa Nizar Taifour

Nothando Khetiwe Richards Nwamaka Uzoh Obinna Obilo

Okunlola Odusote Olaotan Awoyomi Oluremi Ogunro

Oluwaseun Gbadamosi Omotoni Kitaka Paul Ansah Quincy Evans

Rafiat Kasumu Ravi Mulani Robel Chiappini Rotimi Fadiya

Samuel Amankwah Samuel Oyemade Selorm Adadevoh Shenin Singh

Shirley Somuah Solomon Cole Sulivan Mgbendi Taiwo Abayomi

Tanatsa Kamhunga Temitope Akande Tenu Awoonor Tiffany Monthe

Uzoamaka Idigo Vinay Mahtani Yassin Knocke Yoeal Haile
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event sponsors

platinum sponsor

sapphire sponsor

ruby sponsors

event amplifiers
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looking inward, looking forward
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