
Is your game
popular 
in China?

Learn how to get started 
in the biggest game market in the world

Comprehensive guide for PC developers
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"Chinese video games market? Too complicated - with local
regulations and many rules to follow, it’s not a safe investment.'

Not at all! Let us show you:

Total US Population (2021) Number of Chinese Gamers (2021)
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CHINESE GAMING IS HUGE!
NUMBER OF THE TOTAL UNITED STATES' POPULATION 
AND JUST CHINESE GAMERS (IN MILIONS) 
SOURCE: STATISTA.COM

With twice as many gamers as there are people in the US, 
it’s no wonder that China takes one of the top spots 
among the biggest gaming markets in the world. 

The revenue is forecasted to reach US$105.90bn in 2023 
- and to be growing even further in the upcoming years. 

Entering the Chinese market is ESSENTIAL in achieving 
global success. But there are many misconceptions 
when it comes to China. 

Is entering the Chinese market as difficult as they say?

OVERVIEW HUQIAO 2023
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FAQ

game on global Steam = game in Chinagame on global Steam = game in Chinagame on global Steam = game in Chinagame on global Steam = game in China

ASSUMPTION 1:
MY GAME ISN’T AVAILABLE IN CHINA!

ISBN

If you are a PC developer, you don’t need an ISBN number - nor a local publisher 
- to have your game available in China. 

The reason is simple - your game is already there, 
as long as it was published on the global version of Steam. 

game on global Steam = Chinese gamers can buy it, even without the need of VPN

HUQIAO 2023FAQ (1) - AVAILABILITY
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HUQIAO 2023

Chinese gamers can purchase and play games 
freely through platforms like Sonkwo or HeyBox. 

They act as a front-end to Steam 
- allowing the Chinese gamers to buy your game. 
They are not your Western key reseller websites. 

Chinese gamers can even get your games directly 
from Steam, although that's more tricky!

This way, you make profit without the lenghty process of obtaining an official licence.

HUQIAO 2023FAQ (2) - LICENCING

game on global Steam = game in Chinagame on global Steam = game in Chinagame on global Steam = game in Chinagame on global Steam = game in China

ASSUMPTION 2:
HOW IS IT POSSIBLE? DON'T I NEED A LICENSE?

PLATFORMS
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HUQIAO 2023HUQIAO 2023

ASSUMPTION 3:
WHAT IF I DON'T SPEAK CHINESE?

LENS ON CHINA
No worries!  
Using this guide doesn’t require any Chinese language skills. 
The soluti﻿on is simple - and probably already on your phone.

Go to Google Translate app, pick the option located 
in the bottom left corner (named 'Camera') 
and scan the text of your choosing 
in your preferred language. 

You can also use photos 
you have previously made 
such as screenshots of comments or reviews!

FAQ (3) - LANGUAGE BARRIERS
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HUQIAO 2023HUQIAO 2023FAQ (4) - CENSORSHIP AND RESTRICTIONS

ASSUMPTION 4:
I WOULD HAVE TO COMPLY 
WITH STRICT CENSORSHIP RULES.
WHAT'S APPROPRIATE AND WHAT'S NOT
Obviously, there are things that won’t be suitable for Chinese social media platforms 
- for example full nudity - in a video on BiliBili. But would YouTube allow similar content?

Contrary to what you may think, in China the boundaries are far more flexible than we tend to believe. 

Adjusting the contents of your game to strict rules would be relevant if you applied for an ISBN 
- and again, it’s not necessary for PC developers. 

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊



HUQIAO 2023SHORT INTRODUCTION TO THE CHINESE VIDEO GAME MARKET

While considering engagement in the Chinese market, there is one important thing to mention 
- you can’t use Youtube or Google there. That would require a VPN, and only 5-10% of players actually use it.
Therefore, Chinese gamers rely on local platforms:

SHORT INTRODUCTION TO THE CHINESE VIDEO GAME MARKET
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

DIFFERENT DIGITAL LANDSCAPE

Bilibili 哔哩哔哩
Chinese YouTube 
and Twitch, combined

HeyBox 小黑盒 
Front-end to Steam

Douyin 抖音 
Chinese TikTok

It is a primary platform for influencer
outreach and community management.

332,6 MAU, 90,3 DAU (2022).

Bilibili is a popular Chinese video-sharing
website, mainly focused on anime 
and game related content. 

on your Steam account.

50 mln+ MAU (2022). 

HeyBox is a so-called front-end to Steam 
- it allows the Chinese gamers to buy 
or wishlist your game. It also allows you 
to check all the stats in its official app. 

What’s more, the wishlists you see 
there are separate from the ones 

and vertical content.

639+ mln MAU (2022). 

In China, TikTok (Douyin)'s layout varies
much from the version known in the
West, especially since is much more
focused on longer and more gaming
related videos. 

It's especially great for mobile games 
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for a direct link.

STEP #1 
👉 Scan the QR code 
to download HeyBox:

- or visit
https://xiaoheihe.cn/ 

STEP #2 
👉 Type your game’s 
title into the search bar 
and pick the correct
version. 

Usually you will find 
a few separate results 
for a main version, demos,
and different platforms.

This result appears 
to be the main game. 

In most cases you can
judge it by the thumbnail.

HUQIAO 2023HEYBOX - CHECK YOUR WISHLISTS IN CHINA (1)

HOW TO CHECK YOUR GAME'S
PERFORMANCE ON HEYBOX
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE
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STEP #3
👉 If your game is before release, 
check the number next to the heart
- this is your wishlist number.

Here, you can see that GameOps’
Infection Free Zone has 129 000
wishlists at the moment. Congrats!

(Reminder! - 万, wan - it means you have to multiply the number by 10k.)

HUQIAO 2023HEYBOX - CHECK YOUR WISHLISTS IN CHINA (2)

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

HOW TO CHECK YOUR GAME'S
PERFORMANCE ON HEYBOX
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE



Type the name of your game into the
search bar and check the results. 

STEP #2 
👉 Use filters and sorting settings!

INTRODUCTION TO BILIBILI (1)

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

ARE THERE VIDEOS ABOUT
YO﻿UR GAME ON BILIBILI?
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

STEP #1 
👉 Visit bilibili.com in your browser!
No need to download anything! 

HUQIAO 2023BILIBILI - FIND VIDEOS ABOUT YOUR GAME (1)

on July 13th and there's already a lot of videos !

Here’s the page for Yet Another Zombie Survivors 
- as you can see, the game launched in Early Access 



Meaning of particular sorting settings:

1. Comprehensive results (综合排序),
2. Most views (最多播放),
3. Latest videos (最新发布),
4. Biggest number of "bullet messages" (最多弹幕),
5. Bookmarked the most (最多收藏).

INTRODUCTION TO BILIBILI (1)
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ARE THERE VIDEOS ABOUT
YO﻿UR GAME ON BILIBILI?
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

HUQIAO 2023BILIBILI - FIND VIDEOS ABOUT YOUR GAME (2)

    On the bottom, 
    number of likes and reshares among others. 

    On the top, you can see 
    the number of views and the publishing date. 

Let's now try clicking 
on one of the videos.



STEP ﻿#4 
👉 You can also scroll down 
and learn what the Chinese players think 
about your game in the comment section. 
- using Google Lens will make it easier for you!

STEP #5
👉 After you are finished, click the portrait 
on the right to learn more about the content creator.

ARE THERE VIDEOS ABOUT
YO﻿UR GAME ON BILIBILI?
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

(Reminder! - 万, wan - it means you have to multiply the number by 10k.)

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

尽

职

尽

责

忠

心

耿

耿

光

明

磊

HUQIAO 2023BILIBILI - FIND VIDEOS ABOUT YOUR GAME (3)

Check their recently uploaded content, 
if you like what you see, leave them a message!



STEP #3 
👉 Use filters to your advantage. 

Latest release (最新发布) - this category will help you 
find active influencers as it arranges the videos in the
chronological order. 

Most liked videos (最多点赞) - select ‘’within 6 months’’ 
- we don’t want to waste our time browsing videos from
users that are no longer active.

FYI: Settings below work the best for us!

HUQIAO 2023

STEP #1  and #2
👉 Visit douyin.com and search for your game.

HUQIAO 2023DOUYIN - INTRODUCTION TO THE CHINESE TIKTOK

IS YOUR GAME 
POPULAR ON DOUYIN?
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE
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And why you should include 
China in your marketing strategy?

665 million players in total 
10% of which are PC gamers

01 02 03

After all, 24% of Steam
player base speaks Chinese
(around 60 mln players).

China has the largest gaming
market in the world. 

Potential for rapid growth

of sold copies.

From our experience,
we know that successful
marketing campaigns can
lead to having the player base
of Chinese players grow from
3-4% to about 30-40% 

High revenue potential
The Chinese gaming market
generates substantial
revenue. China's gamers are
not afraid to spend on in-
game purchases, virtual
goods, and other gaming-
related content, even merch!

HUQIAO 2023CLOSING REMARKS
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to save yourself from trouble!

■ 'No Chinese!'
is the most commonly posted

negative Steam review you can

expect from Chinese gamers.

■  Localize your game 

Localise your title Align your strategy with
your current timeline

Make sure you have
all the assets necessary

that's content creator-friendly!

■ Localized Steam page.
■ Promotional materials such as:

     ■ trailers, logos, sneak-peaks.

■ Playable game build 

■  If you need help, a 30-minute

discovery call can do wonders! 

Your Next Steps

HUQIAO 2023WHAT COMES NEXT?
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Contact us:

https://www.huqiao.pl/contact
wojciech.jaworski@huqiao.pl

www.huqiao.pl

We are your guide 
on the Digital Silk Road

We are HUQIAO. We specialize in increasing 
your wishlists and sales through Chinese social media.

Is the Chinese market an uncharted land? Not for us.

With a team of Chinese speakers and gaming
enthusiasts, we are dedicated to helping our clients
achieve success in China.

HUQIAO 2023
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http://www.huqiao.pl/

