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Biography Topics & Books
Marc Levinson is an independent historian, economist, 
and author whose career has centered on making com-
plex economic issues understandable to the general 
public. 

He worked for many years as an economic journalist, 
including a turn as finance and economics editor of The 
Economist in London. He spent a decade as an econo-
mist for J.P. Morgan Chase, developing a unique industry 
economics function and then initiating the bank’s environ-
mental research for stock and bond investors. He later 
served as senior fellow for international business at the 
Council on Foreign Relations and supervised a team of 
analysts advising Congress on industry and transportation 
issues at the Congressional Research Service. He has 
consulted with a number of companies and government 
agencies and has spoken to academic and business audi-
ences around the world.   
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Author, Outside the Box
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Author, Outside the Box

Marc Levinson

Marc has written for many leading publications and websites, from 
Time to Bloomberg.com to Harvard Business Review, Foreign 
Affairs, and the New York Times. He reviews books on business 
and history for the Wall Street Journal and also contributes to 
scholarly publications. His book The Box: How the Shipping Con-
tainer Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger, 
was shortlisted for the Financial Times/Goldman Sachs Business 
Book of the Year Award and has been labeled one of the best 
business books of all time. The Great A&P and the Struggle for 
Small Business in America won wide praise from across the politi-
cal spectrum for exploring the tension between capitalism and 
competition in the U.S. economy and has drawn renewed atten-
tion as governments consider actions to limit the power of giant 
corporations. An Extraordinary Time, an unusual take on the mis-
erable decade of the 1970s, showed how the sudden end of the 
postwar boom led voters in many countries to turn away from the 
activist government of the postwar years; its discussion of govern-
ments’ inability to improve productivity and raise living standards 
has taken on new relevance as productivity has slumped following 
the COVID-19 pandemic. His latest book, Outside the Box, offers 
a lively history of globalization and presents some unorthodox 
ideas about its future.

Marc holds master’s degrees from Georgia State University and 
Princeton University and a doctorate in history from the City Uni-
versity of New York. He lives in Washington, DC.


