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Biography Topics & Books
Journalist of the Year by the Wincott Foundation 
Best Radio Contributor, 2020 by the The Voice of the 
Listener & Viewer

Tim Harford, described by the New Statesman as ‘per-
haps the best popular economics writer in the world’, is a 
behavioral economist, BBC radio and TV presenter and 
award-winning Financial Times columnist. Sometimes 
called ‘Britain’s Malcolm Gladwell’, Tim offers a distinctive 
blend of storytelling, humor and intelligence.

He has written eight books, in cluding The Undercover 
Economist, which has sold nearly 2 million copies in over 
30 languages. His BBC Radio 4 series, More or Less, 
offers a genial smackdown of dubious statistics, while his 
BBC World Service radio series Fifty Things That Made 
The Modern Economy was a critical success and iTunes-
topper. His most recent  book, The Next Fifty Things That 
Made The Modern Economy, was published in the UK in 
May 2020. It accompanies the BBC World Service / Radio 
4 series.
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Tim Harford
Host of the Podcast, Cautionary Tales
Author, The Data Detective and The Undercover 
Economist
Columnist, Financial Times
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Behavorial  Economics 

Podcast Host, Cautionary Tales

Tim Harford

Tim’s newest book is The Data Detective (February 2021). In The 
Data Detective, he uses new research in science and psychology 
to set out ten strategies for using statistics to erase our biases 
and replace them with new ideas that use virtues like patience, 
curiosity, and good sense to better understand ourselves and the 
world.

In late 2019, Tim’s podcast, Cautionary Tales, broke into the 
charts with critically-acclaimed stories of fiasco and disaster – and 
the science behind avoiding catastrophe ourselves. Cautionary 
Tales has also broken into the top ten on iTunes on both sides of 
the Atlantic. The mini-season in early 2020 had five million down-
loads. A new 14-part season starts in late October 2020.

His writing has won several prestigious awards, including the 
Bastiat Prize for economic journalism (2006 and 2016), Science 
and Data Commentator of the Year (2018), Economics Commen-
tator of the Year (2014), Society for Business Economists writing 
prize (2014) and the Royal Statistical Society prize for journalism 
(2015). He was awarded an OBE “for services to improving eco-
nomic understanding” in the 2019 New Year honors.

Tim has also worked at Shell and the World Bank. He’s a member 
of Nuffield College, Oxford and the only journalist to be an honor-
ary fellow of the Royal Statistical Society. He has given numerous 
invited lectures, including at the Royal Economic Society, Google, 
the Bank of England, PopTech, the Sydney Opera House and 
three times at TED. His TED talks alone have been viewed nearly 
10 million times.

Credentials
	Author of the million-selling The Undercover Economist and 

other bestsellers

	The Comment Awards Economics Commentator of the Year 
2014

	Multiple award-winner for BBC radio series and Financial 
Times columns

	Visiting fellow at Oxford University; former Shell and World 
Bank economist

	Speaking includes: TED Global 2011, PopTech 2012, Sydney 
Opera House 2012, Wired 2012, Royal Economic Society 
annual public lecture 2013


