
Holiday Treats!
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TARGET CORE W ORDS:  Ge t , Op e n , W a n t , a n d  W h o  (fa m ily, re la t ion sh ip s a n d  sh a rin g )

 I KNOW  W HERE THE CORE W ORDS/SYMBOLS ARE ON THESTUDENT’S AAC SYSTEM? 
• On  d e vice s- look fo r t h e  Core  W ord  p a g e  fo r “w a n t ,” ”g e t ,” ”op e n ” a n d  “w h o”
• ON a  co re  b oa rd - t h e se  w ord s sh ou ld  a lre a d y b e  a va ila b le  (look in  DTA Sch oo ls  Lig h t  Te ch  

lib ra ry, o r on  p ro je c t -co re .com ).

 I KNOW  W HERE THE FRINGE W ORDS ARE (p a rt n e rs)
• On  d e vice s, p e op le  ca n  b e  in  d iffe re n t  p la ce s. Look fo r a  “p e op le ” p a g e  on  t h e  m a in  “h om e ” 

p a g e .  Look in  t h e  “w ord  lis t ” o r in  a  s t u d e n t s  “p e rson a l w ord s.”  Don ’t  fo rg e t  you r se a rch  
fe a t u re  on  m ost  syst e m s!

• Usin g  a  sp e c ific  AAC Boa rd  o r Ca rd s- b e  su re  t o  h a ve  a  sym b o l fo r e a ch  fa m ily n a m e !

 I KNOW  HOW  W ILL I MODEL FOR STUDENT:
• Tou ch  t h e  w ord s “w h o ,” “w a n t ,” “g e t ” a n d  “op e n ” on  t h e  s t u d e n t ’s  d e vice  o r com m u n ica t ion  

b oa rd  w h ile  you  sa y t h e  w ord s.
• If t h e  s t u d e n t  is  u sin g  s ig n  la n g u a g e , OR you  a re  s ig n in g  in  t h e ir h a n d s (co -a c t ive  s ig n in g ) 

s ig n  t h e  w ord s a s  you  a re  sa yin g  t h e m . 

 I KNOW  HOW  TO DESCRIBE SALIENT VISUAL FEATURES OF TARGETED P ICTURES AND 
W ORDS:

• Se e  p re viou s p a g e  fo r w a ys t o  d e sc rib e  t h e  w ord s
• For p e op le , t h in k a b ou t  t h in g s t h a t  m ig h t  m a ke  t h e se  p e op le  ”look” d iffe re n t  from  e a ch  

o t h e r. W h a t  s t a n d s ou t  a b ou t  t h e m .  Fo r e xa m p le , Gra n d p a  m ig h t  a lw a ys w e a r g la sse s .  
Sis t e r m ig h t  a lw a ys h a ve  p ig t a ils  in  h e r h a ir.

Ch e c k lis t  fo r  p a r t n e rs  b e fo re  re a d in g :



I like to get 
treats!





I want to 
       them up!





Who will get 
a treat?





I want to give 
treats too!





Open it Mom!





Dad wants to         
 a treat for sister.





Open it sister!





Sister wants to get 
a treat for brother.





Who will get a treat 
for Grandma?

I can!





Who will get a treat 
for Grandpa?

I can!





Getting treats is 
good and giving 

treats is even better.





Another core word book from the
All Year Core & More series!

The End.



Here’s a weekly plan of action for reading your book and talking with our students!

Day One Picture Walk:  Introduce the book and talk a “walk” looking at all the different pictures.  What 
people do you see? Talk about the people in YOUR family. . What are their names?  How about your 
relationships:? “Sylvia is my MOM.” We are connecting our topic to our own experiences today! AAC 
users, look around your AAC Board/Book/Device (AAC BBD) and find the family page.  Add photos of 
actual family members, if you don’t already have them!

Day Two First Reading: Read the book, point out the words as you are reading and encourage your 
student to do the same.  Make a point to emphasize our core words this month “want,” “get,” “who” & 
“open”)

Day Three- Text to Self Connection: Our book is very simple, but there is a lot to “unpack” here! Why 
do we often get together in December? What traditions do we have in our families? What is a tradition? 
What is a “family”? Is it always someone we are related to, or do we call other people our “family?”  
“Do you give gifts in your family?” “Do you get gifts too?”

Day Four- Alphabet and Phonological Awareness: Help your student notice the words in the story. 
What letters do they start with? Are they long or short words? Let’s make a list of all the food words we 
find. Make a chart of words that begin with the same sounds.

Day Five- Write About It: Help your student create a simple core word poem about TREATS.:  “Family is 
____.” “I like to give treats”.., “I like to get treats.” “I think treats are ___.”

Reading Reminders & Talking Tips!



Notes for Students with Visual Processing Challenges (CVI)

Ad d  t h e se  t e ch n iq u e s t o  you r Re a d in g  Re m in d e rs  Ac t ivit ie s:

On  t h e  t e xt  on ly p a g e , a llow  t h e  s t u d e n t  t im e  t o  look a t  t h e  t e xt  b e fo re  you  b e g in  t o  re a d .
P o in t  ou t  t h e  w ord s a s  you  a re  re a d in g .

Ta lk a b ou t  t h e  s a lie n t  vis u a l fe a t u re s  o f t h e  w o rd (s ): (s t ra ig h t  lin e s , cu rve s a n d  h ow  t h ose  
con n e c t )
“g e t ”  s t a rt s  w it h  a  c irc le  a n d  a  cu rvy t a il b e low  t h e  o t h e rs .  It  e n d s w it h  a  t a ll le t t e r “t ” w it h  a  lin e  
a c ro ss  it .
“w h o” st a rt s  w it h  a  b u m p y t op  a n d  e n d s w it h  a  c irc le .

• More  t h a n  on e  h ig h lig h t e d  w ord ?
• Exp la in  if it  is  a  sh o rt  w ord  o r lon g  w ord
• Ta lk a b ou t  t h e  sh a p e - t a ll le t t e rs , sh o rt  le t t e rs

On  t h e  im a g e  p a g e , a llow  t h e  s t u d e n t  t im e  t o  look a t  t h e  im a g e  w h ile  you  a n d  o t h e r p a rt n e rs  w a it  
w it h ou t  sp e a kin g .  No ise s  a n d  p e op le  sp e a kin g  ca n  m a ke  it  h a rd e r fo r t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  focu s on  t h e  
visu a l im a g e .  

On ce  you ’ve  g ive n  you r s t u d e n t  t im e  t o  look a t  t h e  p ic t u re , t a lk a b ou t  t h e  s a lie n t  visu a l fe a t u re s  
o f t h e  im a g e : (d e sc rip t ion s o f 2-3 d e fin in g  visu a l d e t a ils  t h a t  a re  t ru e  o f t h e  t a rg e t  a ll o r a lm ost  a ll 
o f t h e  t im e )
• sh a p e
• d e t a ils  (p o in t y, sh a p e d  like  a  t ria n g le , 3 s id e s, 2 p ie ce s (sa n d w ich )

Discu ss t h e  c o n c e p t  o f t h e  w o rd  a n d  h e lp  t h e m  re la t e  it  t o  t h e ir p e rson a l e xp e rie n ce s.  Ha ve  you  
e ve ry p icke d  ou t  a  p re se n t  fo r som e on e ?   P e op le  op e n  p re se n t s  on  sp e c ia l occa sion s su ch  a s  a  
h o lid a y, b irt h d a y o r w h e n  som e on e  w a n t s  t o  sh ow  you  t h e y ca re  a b ou t  you .



Another core word book from the
All Year Core & More series!
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