
** Use the QR code to learn and practice 
the song through YouTube while pointing to the "What"

symbol when the word occurs in the song. Then recreate 
or change he song as you drive down the road or in other

activities.  

Wait, What??Wait, What??
What is at
the Core? "What do you see?""What do you see?"  

Core words account for
approximately 60 - 80% of

the words that we say
every day.

They are a small set of simple

words, that are used frequently

and across contexts. They are used

as base of sentences to build ideas

and give a much clearer picture of

what someone is thinking than just

using nouns or labels. 

What do you see?, What doWhat do you see?, What do  
you see?you see?    I see a tree. I see aI see a tree. I see a

tree.tree.  

What do you see? What doWhat do you see? What do
you see? I see a bus. I see a bus.you see? I see a bus. I see a bus.  

Continue to createContinue to create  
your own versus .your own versus .
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Introduction of Focus Word: 

Definition:

Asking for information specifying something.

WHAT is your name?

WHAT is the weather?

WHAT did you
 do, today?
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Locate every "what" in a
storybook. Point to, read and

show your child the word on the
page. Point to the "what" symbol

of the picture.

Ask your child "What do you
want to eat?" while pointing
to the "what" symbol. Do this
for breakfast, lunch, dinner

and snacks. 

Get 6 small pieces of paper. Write what on

2 pieces of paper. Repeat with the words in

and all. Turn all pieces of paper. Have your

child pick 2, turn over, point to the matching

symbol card and read aloud.  If the words

match do a silly dance or give your child a

small treat for making a match. Continue

this word matching game several turns.

Ask your child to choose a storybook. Sit
with your child in their bedroom on their
bed. Point to the picture symbol "what"

as your start the question, "what is
this?" then point to a picture in the

storybook. Then name the item pointed
to in the book. Repeat this at least 4
more times during this story time. 

When you are leaving the house
or other appropriate times, use

your "what" symbol that is
posted near the door and ask
"What is the weather?" at

least 3 times. 

At bath time, as "What"
questions & point to the "what"
symbol each time. For ex: What
do you need before you get in
the bath? towel., What's next.?
Wash hair., What PJs are you

going to wear.? etc. 

Put away dishes with your child
helping. Pointing to the word symbol

"What" each time it is used, ask your
child what different pieces of

kitchen tools are. For ex., hold up
fork, pt., to symbol and ask "WHAT

is this?". Repeat with at least 5
other kitchen items. 

When your child is choosing
and/or putting clothing items,
point to the "What" symbol
posted in the bedroom and

ask 5 different what
questions,  "WHAT color do
you want to wear?", etc.

Read "Brown Bear, Brown Bear"
or use the QR code to watch the
read aloud. Every time the word
"What?" is used, point to the
"What?" symbol.

Watch or sing, "Going On a Bear
Hunt". Pair the word symbol
"What?", each time that it occurs in
the song. Do on at least 5 different
days. This QR code is for a fun
version.  

Ask your child 5 different
"What" questions throughout
the day while pairing with the
"What" symbol. For ex: "What
is this? What are you doing?".

etc.

During 5 different dressing
activities, show your child 2 pieces
of clothing (i.e., 2 shirts, 2 pairs of
pants. etc.) along with the "What"
symbol, ask "What do you prefer

to wear?"

Watch partners use the word or message in typical situations.

TAKE IN

SCAVENGER HUNT
Name: Focus Core Word:

Parents, it is your turn to model AAC with your child. Use the "What" symbol that you have posted
in your home to complete each square below. Return to school once each activity is complete.

AAC at Home
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Name: ____________________ Date: _____




Connect the pictures to their matching word or symbol.

TRAIN 

MAKEMAKE    AA    MATCHMATCH
Practice saying the word or message in structured activities.
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TRAIN 

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________________________
Adult: Read the sentence frame with your child. Point to the picture. Child: Reread the sentence with your parents help as needed.

Complete the sentence by writing the correct missing core word to complete the sentences.

 I do not know  __________ that is.

 __________  movie do you want to see?

Is this  __________ you want to eat?

 I don't know  __________ to do next.

 _____________ is your phone number? 

Practice saying the word or message in structured activities.

© DTA Schools 2023



U
se

 th
e

 "w
h

a
t" sym

b
o

l in
 d

a
ily c

o
n

ve
rsa

tio
n

 w
ith

 yo
u

r c
h

ild
. W

h
e

n
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

 u
se

d
 th

e
 sym

b
o

l a
n

d
 a

 sta
te

m
e

n
t w

ith
in

 a
 ro

o
m

, p
a

ste
 a

n
 "w

h
a

t"
sym

b
o

l w
ith

in
 a

 b
o

x in
 th

a
t "ro

o
m

" o
n

 th
is p

a
g

e
. O

n
c

e
 e

a
c

h
 "W

h
a

t" sym
b

o
l h

a
s b

e
e

n
 p

a
ste

d
/c

o
m

p
le

te
d

, re
tu

rn
 th

e
 sh

e
e

t to
 sc

h
o

o
l.  

TA
K

E IN
H

o
m

e
 A

A
C

 a
nd

 A
id

e
d

 S
tim

ula
te

d
 La

ng
ua

g
e

 
S

tu
d

e
n

t N
a

m
e

: _______________________________________________ D
a

te
 c

o
m

p
le

te
d

: _______________________________

 (W
H

A
T sym

b
o

l p
o

ste
d

 n
e

xt to
 m

a
in

 d
o

o
r &

 a
va

ila
b

le
 in

se
ve

ra
l lo

c
a

tio
n

s w
ith

in
 fa

m
ily ro

o
m

)

Exa
m

p
le

s o
f u

se
:

*W
H

A
T g

o
e

s h
e

re
?

*W
H

A
T d

o
 yo

u
 se

e
?

*Le
t's se

e
 W

H
A

T is in
 h

e
re

.
*Le

t's se
e

 W
H

A
T th

e
 w

e
a

th
e

r is.
*I d

o
n

't kn
o

w
 W

H
A

T th
is is c

a
lle

d
.

*I w
o

n
d

e
r W

H
A

T h
a

p
p

e
n

s n
e

xt.

 (W
H

A
T sym

b
o

l p
o

ste
d

 n
e

xt to
 m

a
in

 d
o

o
r, n

e
a

r sin
k, &

b
a

th
tu

b
/sh

o
w

e
r)

Exa
m

p
le

s o
f u

se
:

*Y
o

u
 kn

o
w

 W
H

A
T to

 d
o

.
*W

H
A

T d
o

 yo
u

 n
e

e
d

?
*W

H
A

T is th
e

 sh
a

m
p

o
o

 fo
r?

h
a

ir"
*W

H
A

T d
o

 yo
u

 b
ru

sh
 yo

u
r te

e
th

w
ith

?
*W

H
A

T is th
is?

 (W
H

A
T sym

b
o

l p
o

ste
d

 o
n

 frid
g

e
, a

t le
a

st 1 c
a

b
in

e
t a

n
d

1 d
ra

w
e

r &
 a

va
ila

b
le

 o
n

 ta
b

le
.)

Exa
m

p
le

s o
f u

se
:

*W
H

A
T a

re
 yo

u
 e

a
tin

g
?

*W
H

A
T d

o
 yo

u
 w

a
n

t to
 d

rin
k?

*Lo
o

k a
t W

H
A

T I b
o

u
g

h
t fo

r
sn

a
c

k.
*I d

o
n

't kn
o

w
 W

H
A

T is fo
r d

in
n

e
r.

*W
H

A
T c

e
re

a
l d

o
 yo

u
 w

a
n

t?

 (W
H

A
T sym

b
o

l p
o

ste
d

 o
n

 c
lo

se
t d

o
o

r, 1 d
ra

w
e

r, e
tc

.,)

Exa
m

p
le

s o
f u

se
:

*W
H

A
T sh

o
u

ld
 w

e
 p

la
y?

*D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 W

H
A

T w
e

 n
e

e
d

?
*W

H
A

T c
o

lo
r sh

irt d
o

 yo
u

 w
a

n
t?

*W
H

A
T g

o
e

s in
 th

e
 to

y b
o

x?
*W

H
A

T d
o

 yo
u

 d
o

 w
ith

 th
e

 Ip
a

d
w

h
e

n
 it is tim

e
 fo

r b
e

d
?



TA
K

E IN

C
u

t th
e

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 sym

b
o

ls a
p

a
rt a

n
d

 p
o

st th
e

m
 in

 va
rio

u
s ro

o
m

s a
n

d
 a

re
a

s o
f yo

u
r h

o
m

e
 so

 th
a

t th
e

y c
a

n
 b

e
 e

a
sily p

o
in

te
d

 to
 o

r
h

e
ld

 d
u

rin
g

 d
a

ily a
c

tivitie
s.  

C
u

t th
e

se
 sm

a
ll  sym

b
o

ls a
p

a
rt.  U

se
 th

e
m

 to
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 th

e
 H

o
m

e
 A

A
C

 a
n

d
 La

n
g

u
a

g
e

 S
tim

u
la

tio
n

 h
o

m
e

w
o

rk p
a

g
e

. P
a

ste
 o

n
e

sym
b

o
l in

 a
 sq

u
a

re
 w

h
e

n
 th

e
 sym

b
o

l a
n

d
 fo

c
u

s h
a

s b
e

e
n

 u
se

d
 w

ith
in

 a
 c

o
n

ve
rsa

tio
n

 w
ith

 yo
u

r c
h

ild
 d

u
rin

g
 d

a
ily a

c
tivitie

s. O
n

c
e

 a
ll

th
e

 sq
u

a
re

s h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 c

o
m

p
le

te
d

 re
tu

rn
 th

e
 h

o
m

e
w

o
rk p

a
g

e
 to

 yo
u

r c
h

ild
's te

a
c

h
e

r.  

© DTA Schools 2023



TR
A

IN
 

Nam
e: ________________________________________________________ Date: _____________________________________________

Student: Circle all the exam
ples of the focus w

ord. Adult: M
odel "W

HAT": and use the picture sym
bol for appropriate

pictures. 
Note: If a picture is not an exam

ple of "W
HAT", adult can say "NOT W

HAT" w
hile using picture and shaking head. 
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