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YKK MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLE

YKK PHILOSOPHY

As an important member of society, a company survives through coexistence. When the benefits are 
shared, the value of the company's existence will be recognized by society. When pursuing his business, 
YKK's founder, Tadao Yoshida, was most concerned with that aspect, and would find a path leading to 
mutual prosperity. He believed that using ingenuity and inventiveness in business activities and 
constantly creating new value would lead to the prosperity of clients and business partners and make it 
possible to contribute to society. This type of thinking is referred to as the “Cycle of Goodness” and has 
always served as the foundation of our business activities. We have inherited this way of thinking, 
and have established it as the YKK Philosophy.

The YKK Group, in the spirit of the “Cycle of Goodness,” challenges society and all employees to 
create new value in order to realize a rich natural environment for all living things in the future.
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Jeans buttons, rivet burrs, snap caps, and various other pressed items

(Please contact your sales representatives for details.)
Available items

12 standard colorsColors

Sustainable snap fastener f inishing technology SUSTAINABLE FINISH

AcroPlating™

While electroplating is known for its superior decorative appearance and excellent corrosion resistance, 
the use of this technology is not without issues. The process involves the use of large amounts of water and 
electricity, as well as hazardous substances (YKK's wastewater treatment and discharge are compliant with 
all local standards and legal regulations).  To deal with these issues, YKK developed AcroPlating™ finishing 
technology, an innovative technology that does not require the use of hazardous substances, such as 
cyanogen and chromium. This new, sustainable f inishing process also conserves water and electricity and 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

WATER
USE

61 %

LESS

ELECTRICITY
CONSUMPTION

2 8 %

LESS

THERMAL
ENERGY USE

100 %

LESS

SLUDGE
GENERATION

87 %

LESS

42 %

LESS

GHG
EMISSIONS

85 %

LESS

CHEMICAL
CONSUMPTION

A c r o P l a t i n g ™  f  i n i s h i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  1 2  c o l o r s .  ( A s  o f  S e p  2 0 2 0 )

Color selections 

NABS NAC P

N B L KNBRS NCLBX

NC O P

NCPG

NORG N P E GN RSG

N S L VNWTS

4 5

LESS amount of CHEMICALS

LESS WASTEWATER

WASTEWATER can be

RECYCLED
NO NEED for

OFF GAS TREATMENT DEVICE
Doesn't use heat or toxic substances
such as cyanide and chromium 

When comparing AcroPlating™ f  inishing technology for NWTS against the use of YKK's conventional plating technology for a similar 
color (C5) in plating 1 ton of YKK's 27L shell  buttons.

The environmental impact comparison values shown above are based on data cert i f  ied by third-party organizations.

The values may differ depending on the country of production, i tem or size.

The colors shown above may differ from the actual color.

Actual colors can be conf  irmed in the separate, dedicated catalog.

Corrosion resistance and other quali t ies may differ according to the color. Please inquire with YKK for details.
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Jeans buttons, rivet burrs, snap caps, and various other pressed items

(Please contact your sales representatives for details.)
Available items

40 standard colorsColors

Sustainable snap fastener f inishing technology

Basic colors

In  addi t ion  to  AcroP la t ing™ f  i n i sh ing  technology,  YKK of fers  sus ta inable  sur face  f  i n i sh ing  
tha t  leverages  chemica l  convers ion  t rea tment  to  make  the  mos t  o f  the  charac ter i s t i c  co lor  
of  the  base mater ia l .  
S im i lar  to  AcroP la t ing™ f  i n i sh ing ,  e lec t rop la t ing  i s  no t  used ,  wh ich  grea t ly  con t r ibu tes  to  
reducing the environmental  impact  as  compared wi th  convent ional  e lec t roplat ing.

WATER
USE

ELECTRICITY
CONSUMPTION

THERMAL
ENERGY USE

CO2

EMISSIONS

CHEMICAL
CONSUMPTION

Color selections

6 7

38 %

LESS

43 %

LESS

64 %

LESS

43 %

LESS

59 %

LESS

When comparing basic color “CX57MNS” f  inish against YKK's conventionally-plated product of a similar color (XL3) in the plating of 
1 ton of YKK's 27L shell  buttons.
The environmental impact comparison values shown above are based on data cert i f  ied by third-party organizations.

The values may differ depending on the country of production, i tem or size.

T h e r e  a r e  4 0  b a s i c  c o l o r s .  ( A s  o f  S e p  2 0 2 0 )

The colors shown above may differ from the actual color.

The actual colors can be conf  irmed in the separate, dedicated catalog shown in the photograph.

Corrosion resistance and other qualit ies may differ according to the color. Please inquire with YKK for details.

SUSTAINABLE FINISH
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Products that utilize stainless steel and /or aluminum
and make the most of the base material’s silver color SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

Item selections

T o  a c h i e v e  s i l v e r - c o l o r e d  p r o d u c t s ,  e l e c t r o p l a t i n g  i s  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  
brass  mater ia ls .
Y K K  f o c u s e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  o n  u s i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l l y  s i l v e r  c o l o r  o f  s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  a n d  
aluminum to  of fer  i tems that  fe l iminate  the  need for  e lec t roplat ing.

Product name Item code Stainless
steel

Aluminum

The variat ion in  mater ial  qual i ty  di f fers  according to the i tem (Please see the page 13 that  fol lows for  detai ls) .

Snap button (S-spring)

Snap button (Ring spring)

Snap button (Plastic spring)

SNAPET®

Jeans button

SW 35

SK 35

SWP
SKP

SA 14
SA15

Conservat ion rates  in  the f  in ishing process
as  compared with  electr ical  plat ing
( r e s u l t s  b a s e d  o n  i n t e r n a l  v e r i f  i c a t i o n )

When compar ing  amount s  used  in  the  produc t ion  o f  1  ton  o f  SW35 ( s ta in less  socke t ,  s tud ,  and  pos t )  aga ins t  the  amount s  used  
for  the  produc t ion  o f  YKK's  conven t iona l  brass  mater ia l  w i th  a  s i l ver  fin i sh  o f  a  s im i lar  co lor  (SPC) .

8 9

73 %

LESS

34 %

LESS

WATER
USE

ELECTRICITY
CONSUMPTION

THERMAL
ENERGY USE

CO2

EMISSIONS

CHEMICAL
CONSUMPTION

34 %

LESS

53 %

LESS

32 %

LESS

The  percen tages  may d i f fe r  depend ing  on  the  coun t ry  o f  produc t ion ,  i t em or  s ize .

*1

*1
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SW SK

Snap button  - metal spring -

Items

SW
(S-spring Snap)

SK
(Ring-spring Snap)

M
a

te
ri

a
l

Needle detection

Weight *

Stainless steel

Stainless steel

Stainless steel

Brass

Brass

8% reduction16% reduction

Passes φ1.0 needle detection test as a set  (24L-size)

SW SK

s o c k e t s t u ds o c k e t s t u d

Products that utilize stainless steel and /or aluminum
and make the most of the base material’s silver color SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

These are metal spring snap buttons 
made of stainless steel  and do not 
require plating. 
Stainless steel has better corrosion 
resistance and is l ighter than items 
made of brass.

10

Post

Spring

So
ck

et
M

a
te

ri
a

l

These are plastic spring snap buttons 
made of stainless steel and aluminum 
and do not require plating. 
The plastic spring gives them superior 
durability and a longer life.

SWP SKP

Items

Designs

Stud  &  socket

Spring
colors

Sizes

SWP (SW type) SKP (SK type)

Standard, Flat Standard

18L, 21L 20L

Needle detection

Stainaless
steel Aluminum

Stainaless
steel Aluminum

Plastic (POM)

Stainaless
steel Aluminum

AluminumBrass

61 % reduction59 % reductionSWP SKP

8 colors
(The color samples below differs from actual colors.)

Black / White / Gray / Red / Yellow / Blue / Navy / Green

Snap button  - plastic spring - 

11

ELECTRICITY SAVING WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

4.2
Years LED l ightbulb  *2

350
bathtubs *3

147
Boiling pots of water *5

54
Cedar trees *4

CO2 EMISSION

Post

Spring

Stud  &  socket

Environmental  Impact  Reduction  (Per 1 million sets)
When comparing aluminum SWP (socket, stud and post) against conventional, similar snap button product of brass with metal spring.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size.

Passes φ1.0 needle detection test as a set  (24L-size)

Weight *

ELECTRICITY SAVING WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

1.1
Years LED l ightbulb *2

147
Boiling pots of water *5

14
Cedar trees *4

CO2 EMISSION

350
bathtubs *3

When 1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 24L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  fi l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO 2 absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5

When 1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 24L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  f  i l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO  absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5

When comparing stainless steel SW35 (socket, stud and post) with conventional brass SW35.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size. 

Environmental  Impact  Reduction  (Per 1 million sets)
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Passes φ1.0 needle detection test as a set  (24L-size)

Weight *

ELECTRICITY SAVING WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

1.1
Years LED l ightbulb *2

147
Boiling pots of water *5

14
Cedar trees *4

CO2 EMISSION

350
bathtubs *3

When 1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 24L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  fi l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO 2 absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5

When 1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 24L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  f  i l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO  absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5

When comparing stainless steel SW35 (socket, stud and post) with conventional brass SW35.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size. 

Environmental  Impact  Reduction  (Per 1 million sets)



SNAPET ®

Products that utilize stainless steel and /or aluminum
and make the most of the base material’s silver color SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

12

Sta in less  s tee l  and a luminum,  which  do not  requi re  
plating, are used on various types of button bodies.
T h e  l i g h t  w e i g h t  o f  a l u m i n u m  b u t t o n s  i s  a l s o  a n  
appealing characteristic.

Jeans button

ELECTRICITY SAVING

13

WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

Material Stainless steel

14L , 15LSizes

Needle detection

Weight *1 14% reduction

Passes  φ1.0 needle  detec t ion tes t  as  a  se t

Th i s  i s  a  prong snap bu t ton  made of  s ta in less  s tee l  
and does not  require s i lver plat ing.  
S ta in less  s tee l  has  be t te r  cor ros ion  res i s tance  and  
is  14% l ighter than i tems made of  brass.

CO2 EMISSION

Weight *1

Material (body) Aluminum Stainless steel

Button type Plastic insert button Metal body button Staple button

1 8 %  r e d u c t i o n
( JM42CA001)

6 6 %  r e d u c t i o n
( JM42AA001)

JM42

TC21

JM80

TC40

JX10

TC80

TC80

JX80

Items

C
LO

SE
 T

O
P

O
P

EN
  T

O
P

ELECTRICITY SAVING WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

1.5
Years LED l ightbulb  *2

109
bathtubs *3

22
Boiling pots of water *5

20
Cedar trees *4

CO2 EMISSION

13.1
Years LED l ightbulb *2

218
Boiling pots of water *5

167
Cedar trees *4

350
bathtubs *3

Environmental  Impact  Reduction  (Per 1 million sets)
When comparing stainless steel SNAPET®15L (socket, stud and prong) against conventional, similar brass product.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size.

Environmental  Impact  Reduction (Per 1 million sets)
When comparing aluminum JM42 against conventional, similar brass product.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size.

When  1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 27L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  fi l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO 2 absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

When  1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 15L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  fi l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO 2 absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5



SNAPET ®

Products that utilize stainless steel and /or aluminum
and make the most of the base material’s silver color SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

12

Sta in less  s tee l  and a luminum,  which  do not  requi re  
plating, are used on various types of button bodies.
T h e  l i g h t  w e i g h t  o f  a l u m i n u m  b u t t o n s  i s  a l s o  a n  
appealing characteristic.

Jeans button

ELECTRICITY SAVING

13

WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

Material Stainless steel

14L , 15LSizes

Needle detection

Weight *1 14% reduction

Passes  φ1.0 needle  detec t ion tes t  as  a  se t

Th i s  i s  a  prong snap bu t ton  made of  s ta in less  s tee l  
and does not  require s i lver plat ing.  
S ta in less  s tee l  has  be t te r  cor ros ion  res i s tance  and  
is  14% l ighter than i tems made of  brass.

CO2 EMISSION

Weight *1

Material (body) Aluminum Stainless steel

Button type Plastic insert button Metal body button Staple button

1 8 %  r e d u c t i o n
( JM42CA001)

6 6 %  r e d u c t i o n
( JM42AA001)

JM42

TC21

JM80

TC40

JX10

TC80

TC80

JX80

Items

C
LO

SE
 T

O
P

O
P

EN
  T

O
P

ELECTRICITY SAVING WATER SAVING

THEMAL ENERGY SAVING

1.5
Years LED l ightbulb  *2

109
bathtubs *3

22
Boiling pots of water *5

20
Cedar trees *4

CO2 EMISSION

13.1
Years LED l ightbulb *2

218
Boiling pots of water *5

167
Cedar trees *4

350
bathtubs *3

Environmental  Impact  Reduction  (Per 1 million sets)
When comparing stainless steel SNAPET®15L (socket, stud and prong) against conventional, similar brass product.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size.

Environmental  Impact  Reduction (Per 1 million sets)
When comparing aluminum JM42 against conventional, similar brass product.
The numerical values below may differ depending on the country of production, item or size.

When  1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 27L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  fi l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO 2 absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

When  1  comple ted  se t  i s  compared  aga ins t  a  conven t iona l ,  s im i la r  YKK 15L- s ize  p roduc t  made  o f  b ras s .
The  amoun t  o f  e lec t r i c i t y  requ i red  to  l igh t  up  a  16W LED l igh t  bu lb .
The  amoun t  o f  wa te r  requ i red  to  fi l l  a  s tandard  ba th tub  (200L) .
The  amoun t  o f  CO 2 absorbed  by  a  40  year  o ld  cedar  t ree  i n  1  year .
The  amoun t  o f  t he rma l  energy  requ i red  to  b r ing  a  0 .8L  ke t t l e  o f  wa te r  to  a  bo i l .

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5

*1

*2

*3

*4

*5
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