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Student Life Committee Is Reborn;
6 New Student "Ministers" Named

BENNINGTON — The Student
Life Committes, the informal
councll of student govermance
al the Benninglon GCollege
MAMFA writing program,
officially passed the torch this
weak to six students who vowed
to fight for the intellectual rights
and recreational opportunities of
the program’s 76 students.

The original committes
membars, who gave birth to the
Commites last June -- Tim
Wooten, Wendy Bution, Colelis
Guren and Mark S. Guralnick --
are scheduled to be graduated
In January 1988 One olher
original member, Robart
Hombuckls, a third-samasier
studenl not expected lo be

graduated untll June 1986, will
remaln on the Committas.

The naw Commitias members,
dubbing themsalvas "minislers,’
represent several classes and
writing backgrounds. Thay are
Jaime Clarke, minister of
antarainment; Nikki Macdonald,
igison @nd alumni  minisier

Cantinged on page 5--
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New Era Begins as Guralnick

age 3

Yields Control of BennZine Vortex

BEMNINGTON - s mission

was never known, and its
adherence to journalistic
standards was inconsistent. But
that's not everything that made
the BannZine Vortax a hil in tha
first year of its publication.
That first year cama to an and
at midnight Sunday whan Mark
2. Guralnick, lounding editor and
ona-man publishing empire,
finished page 8 of Vol. |Il, No. 3
of tha Vortex - thus anding his
reign as the newsleiter edior.

*| love wriling & story about
myself," sald Guralnick, who
couldnl find anybody eisa 10
write & lor him. "l truly hopa my
successors will organize and
begin publishing Voluma IV
during the January residancy.”

Originally conceived as a
newsletter under tha auspicas of
the Student Life Commitiea, the
Vortex grew wildly from a one-
page, two-column straighl news
page, using clip art and standard
Helvetica headlines to an 8-page
designed newsletter using
clashing fype fonts, cuslom
logos, oullined fina at and
graphical boxes and screans,

It reached new joumnalistic
depths when cartoonist Sharon
Cook, columnist Gail Hathaway
(a%fa Emestine Hem-n-Haw),
and late-night gossip-gatheres
iargo Aragon came on-board as
regular condribulors.

Altogether, 11 editions of the
BannZine Vortex weare published
during and betwean Ihree
residencies,

The newsletter funclioned
varcusly as  an information
bullatin  board, announcing
recraational events and siudent
travel plans, and a lorum for
student issues lo be reported. A
column thled "Radiant Notes and

Clusters” began as a list of
anscdotal sketches but aventually
became a lsting of the growing
number of publishing
gccomplishments by
Bennington's graduate  writing
studants,

Perhaps more than anything.
the Benndine Vortex became the
depository for sick humor, off-
eolor slorles, gaffes and
bloopers, excempis from unusual
workshop storias, sexual
innuendoas, and legendary
slatements by visiing leclurers.

it speciallzed in spoots, During
ane freazing wintry day, the

newsletier

published as Ihe
Bannzine “Gorex" In Val. Ill, No.
2, published directly belora this
adition, tha newsletier decapltively

reported a 500-page thesis
graduation requirement in a fake
fromt page, only then %o be
followed by a true story reporting
tha new graduation requiremants.

"We spread rumors, lainted
tha  truth, adjusted quoles,
magnified gossip, and broke
confidences, all in the nama of
poltically Incorrect journalism,”
sakd Gurainick. “It's an important
Bennington Iradilion that should
not be lost.”

Daszpite its irevarant theme,
the BennZine Vortax occasion ally
tackled tha most sedous news
stories of the Bennington
community. In the August 11,
1994 edilon, for example, the
paper reported on the stalus of
the MFA program amid student

fears that tha College's-
restructuring might deom the
program. In the Jan, 12, 18985
issue, the Vortex tock on the
issue Bgain, reporting on an
address by College President
Elizabeth Coleman and quoting
reactions by studenis,

Indeed, President Coleman
has remained steadily inlerested
in coverage by the Vorlex After
reading & news brisl In Vallll,
Mo, 2 which dealt with
Bennington's acoreditation sialus,
she prepared & Statement
clarifying the Issus, which is

published in this ediion (See I

page 4}.
Behind the scenes, too, the
Vortex witnessed a quick
eyolution, At firsl, # was
produced on Guralnlek's deskiop
computer and laser printer, with
Bob Hornbuckle making late-night
deliverdes of clip-ar to pasts inlo
holes on the page. Yel, when the
final editlon of the Vortex was
*out to bad" late Sunday night,
the Vortex operation had spilled
into tha Leigh card room - lhe
‘newsroom” -- where dozens
gathered over the course of the
night, tating news briels, funny
skalches, classic quoles. .and
snacks for editor Guralnick.
Twalve months alter its
birth, the Vortex was baeing
powered by a laptop, fad by two
CO-roms, spifing out scores of
type styles, fancy borders and
graphical filer. Desphte these
technological advances, every
edition of the paper was
designed by hand, manually laid
out and pasted up. "We naver
had any deskiop publishing
software,* Gurainick said. "“We
used WordPerlect and elbow
grease. Amazingly, they've over-
looked us for the Pulitzer Prize.”
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Quotes of the Week

e e e T e

"Am | being too harsh on you? H I am, just cry.”
--Susan Cheever 1o a student |n workshop
"Has anyons dreamed sbout Sven Itely?”
~RAchin Meidor in workshop Salurday
"Ag you can ses, I'm a well-known copyright
Infringer.”
~Mark S. Guralnick in his leclure on
publishing law given Thursday at the Barn
"Have you ever noliced that Bill Huni and
Superman are never seen in the same place =t
the same time?
—Rick Gagliano, malking a noteworthy
observation.
"The preferance thing breaks down''.... " There willl
be numerical casusities”..."It's the charade of
praferential.”

--Excermpts from the Town Mesting on
Wednesday in which Sven Birkerts debunked
the idea of selecting your Instructor of thesis
reader,

"] hope ail the spoiled rich kids are having fun
protesting Bennington College into extinction.
Thal's quile a cause. Dangerous loo.

---Excerpt from James Therrien's

*Obversations” column, printed Saturday In
the Bannington Banner,

Graduation Day Will
Be Sunday, Jan. 14

The first graduation day for the low-residency
MA/MFA Writing Program will be held on Sunday,

January 14, have
announced.

After considerable debate, officials moved the
January uﬁi&anqr!ﬂnm'dhrnmdwlnmdwm
make the last day — graduation day -- a Sunday.

Students will ba expactad 1o armve on campus
for the January 1986 residency on Thursday,
January 4, 19956 The program coursework will
bagin the following day and confinue untll Sunday,
January 14, 1906, anding with the gradusiion
ceremony. Deparura from the campus will thven
take place the iollowing day, January 15, 1996,
administrators said.

1008, program officials
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Student Life
Gets a new life

Continued from page 1
Rebacca Boyd, athletlc director,
Michasl Lythgos, minister of
cultwe, and Rense Bowles,
minister of family planning, Bob
Hombuckla will remain on as
freasurar.

“Wa'll ba focusing on betler

communication,” said  Nikki
Macdonald, whosae liaison
position will make her the

Committes's student-faculty
imermediary. "Wa have to
develop a stronger sense of
community among the student
body.”

She said the new Commitiee
would fight 1o sirengthen the
orieniation program for  new
students, many of whom, she
sald, remainad quite confused
aboul how tha program works,

In its short Wife, the Student
Lile Committee organized
several parties and happy hours
gnd served as a forum for
student gripas and questions. R
also informally oversaw the
BennZine Vorlex, the premier
lssue of which was published
last June lollowing the
organizational meeting of the
Commites.

Add this to
Shinders List

As of Monday, June 26, 1985,
all MFA dances must conform to
the following regulation:

Al students  interestad in
dancing with Jason Shinder must
sign his dance card belore 8 p.m.
Thosa who do not will be given a
photograph of Jason and sent

back 1o their dormitory.
~EH.H., 5.

HBORRBRSCHPE

June 26: if you were bom on this
day, you won't be old enough to
raad,

CANCER (June 21 - July 22}
Money picture brightens. You
may find yourself suddenly
employable in spite of your
edvanced degres. Your creative
powers are al their lowest points
since you completed your last
paint-by-number sofa painting.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Domeslic
issues require your immediats
attention. A trusted friend may be
untrustworthy during your long
absence. Exarcise caution whan
dealing with a Scomio who
racantty painled your house.
VIRGD (Aug23-Sepi.22) Who
do you think you're kidding? H
you've got it, flaunt il. Taurus,
Libra, Capricom, Cancer and

. saveral high school-age boys will

be contacting you by the end of
the day.

LIBRA (Sept, 23 -Ocl. 22): Your
patience and affection will be

rewarded. Stop by the pound
earty in tha day. Exermisa care
when oparating machinery 85 you
will be clumsiar than usual,
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21}
Don't listen whan friends tell you
that you're parancid. because
you really are being followsd.
Tha near future brings travel,
new experiences, and possibly
long-term confinement.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.21):
Don't back down in an argument
that you can't possibly win. Waar
your cpponent out by exarcising
your gift for whining. Take care
whera monay |5 concemed.
You'ra not going to win the lottery
again this wask.
CAPRICORN (Dec, 22-Jan. 19)%
Someona you hoped to marry
willl elopa with a person young
anough to be your child. Good
news will come in the mall. You
have already passad the first two
stages In the %10 million
-Continued on page G-
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Benn Listening...
By Ernestine Hem-in-Haw. Jr.

Dear Mz, Ham-in-Haw |

S0, what is the proper communal bathroom
stiquetie, anyway? Il a person spends 25 minutes
in the bathroom blowdrying thalr hair in the final
minutes before the caleteria closes,do you tell them
thay could uss a few minutes more or do you lel
theam walk off kgnorant?

And # they knock on the bathroom door while
you're in thers and then wait just inches from the
stall til you've finished, do you blast them with tha
air freshener or let them deal with the real thing?

Do the pacple who spend the most time in the
bathrecms get 1o keep them permanenily? is thers
a contest going on or some kind of bathroom
scholarship | don't know about?

Yours truly,
The toilel interloper.

Dear TI.,

Let me begin by saying a pofte Hallo and
ghving the proper tip of the hat to my mum who's
taught ma everything she know s regarding public
and private conduct, The old dear is currently
enjoying her refirement at a two-week spirftual
retreat, the theme of which is "Treating yoursef and
your wrinkles with Care.” Live it up, Murm.

Regarding your question of what to do about
the stall door stalker, | say, et # rip, honey. i that
parson doesn't have the good senss io step away,
knowing full well that refried beans, overcooked
wegetables and salad greens are a major pan of the
Bannington dist, then they deserve every braath of
foul potty perfume they gel, Show no mercy. Just
remarrbar to wips and flush afterward. We don',
after all, want 1o be unsanitary.

And in answer to your blow dryer question, |at
me simply remind you to remind your bathroom
partners that Blectricity and Water Do Mot Mo |
think you gel my point,

Lirtll nect time, dears.

~Emestine Ham-In-Haw, Junlor,

e e e e e e et

Monday, June 28 1995
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Continued from page 5-

sweepsiakes.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): Pay spacial
attention o mafters of money today. Your
checking account is seriously overdrawn, and
your bosa has siopped paymenl an your last
paycheck, Check Sagittarius message.

PISCES (Feb. 10-March 20): Secrst wil be
revealed. You may have to move 1o ancther slate.
Disregard financial advice given by one who
wants you to invest in a Fried Tofu lranchise
scheme.

ARIES (Mar.21-April 18): Music and dancing are
featured fonlght Libra in the picture. You hear
from somecne you haven't spoken to lor a long
tima, who will remind you that you forgot her on
Maother's Day again this year,

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): You are the focus
of conversation this moming. You will nol remember
anything aboul las! nights party, but a bill for
damages will be arriving at your home ghortly after
your returm.

GEMINI (May 21-Juna 20): Your terary eflorts will
be widely discussed in the near future. Keep in
mind that a1 least ons member of a jury will be
tamiliar with all of the work of Fitzgerald and
Stainbeck.



Announcements,
accolades and
accomplishments

Jaime Clarke's short story, "A
Complete Gentleman,” will
sppear in the winler Bsue of
Chelsea.

Maudy Benz had book
reviews [n Speclator magazine
and The Independenl. She alsa
performed "From Morth o Jackie
Kennedy," a dramalization from
her novel, at the Duke University
Musaum of Ar.

Ruth Farmer's poems, "A Day
Like Any Other.' *There are 2
Thousand Shades of Green,” and
*Anna Battle,” were published in
Stud Duck #86.

John Lane has had three
poams accepted for publicaticn in
Virginia Quarterly FAeview and
has an adicls forthcoming In
Poels & Writers fitled “Digital
Poets." John has also baen
assigned to write an articla on
Suriname {South America) for
Summit Magazina,

Cristina Del Sesto was
editor-in-chief of the Comporation
for Public Broadcasting's annual
report..  Cristina  peoliled  four
people whose lives have been
dramatically improved by public
broadeasting. The annual repor,
anlilled "American Stories,” can
be accessad on the Internst's
World Wide Web.
hittp Swww cpb.org

and Clusters
_

r"l i . 5, Couki)
Jill McCork
Wins Faculty
Poker Game

Jill McCorkle went away the
winnar in the faculty poker game
last Thursday night and five-card
stud will never be played the
same again, Swearing she had
"nol played In years® sha won
the gama by a landslide. She
was seen Friday moming
heading her car toward
Manchester. Nolica her naw
accessories, Tha boys bought
them: samings, scarves, Armani

sacond, sald he “wasn'l even
claza® to her winnings. Sven
insisted ha “came out all right” in
the wager. Others remainad tight
ipped aboul their gambia. And
no sled could deseribe her slyle
excapt 1o say [t was (in the end)
daft and pecuniary. Her moves
surprizged tham.

When asked i sha had
participated, Maria Flook said, °I
only play o strip.”

Mext residancy gambling
will ba available in the Cafe.
Every other night Gamblers
Angnymous will meatl in Room
220 ol the Commons.
Contributions for Bennington's
Chapel Fund drive will come out
of the casino earnkngs.

~Blaiidy Benz

Page 7
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Graduating
Class Photo
at 5:30 today

A class photograph for 1he
graduating class will be taken a
£:30 p.m. today at the end of the
world. The photo will be used in
the graduating class chapbook fo
be circulated on graduation day.
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Best and Worst
Writing Advice

pouG BALER-

Worst- "Write about what you know®

Best- Write what you don't know about what you
Kervorwe.

JiLL McCORKLE-

Worst - “First you write a poem, then you make it
longer and i bacomes a short slory, then longer--a
il

Bast- Do it becausa you want 1o, nol for what might
happen laler.

MARIA FLOOK =

Best- “Just ramember, the most important pan ol
the pancil is the eraser.”

SVEN BIRKERTS-

“The bast practical advice | ever recelved came
from Herb Lalbowitz of Pamassus, who returned an
essay | had submitted with all of the “there Is * and
" js* sonstructions underlined. | saw in a flash that
iy relation 1o my materal was passive, indacisive,
and that It was time to refease thal opinkonaled
beast inside.

AMNN WINTERS-

Bast: "Lowall said, revise endlessly.’

ASKOLD MELNYCZUK-

Waorst: Il somabady {giving advice) 1ells you they
know all about writing, then you know they don't
keronws.

Best: (1). Wiliam Carlos Williams said, "There ars
a loi of bastards out there.” {2). Derek Walkcoft said,
"“Write the story of your people.” (3). A writer doesnl
really nsed advice, they need a pecple to write for
and a handful of peers 1o fisten and give thaughtiul
responsa, (4). Quit now,

SUSAN CHEEVER-

"I've been privileged lo mest and know some graal
writers, Thay all gave me advice. | also forgol
everything they said.”

SUSAN DODD-

Best: "Whan my first book came out, & friend said,
"Start on your next one right away. Then it won'l
matter what anmyons says or writes eboul you
because you'll be Into another project.”

BOB SHACOCHIS--

"No one dared give me advice.”

JASON SHINDER--

Bast: "Go 1o a kot of movies”

-Continued on page -

Monday, June 26, 1995

Dear Aurtis Peaard,

| have been golng out with a man | mel ai a
Writers Conference. "Chad” and | get along
wondadully and our literary tastes complemant each
other: | write romance for the middie-age people
and he writes novels about Vielnam.
Thera ks one thing that bothers, me, howaver. When
Chad comes to dinner, | notics that he will go to the
bathroom and rermove my pantyhose that | have
drying on a rack He has dona this on several
SCoASIONS.

Otherwisa, he is very masculing, & lormer rugby
player and a baurbon drinker. | can't lell any aof my
friends about this, and | cant bring mysell o ask
him {He is a very privale parson).

What dao you think ks going on. Aunts Faarl?

- Puzzied in Pownal
Deaar Puzzled:

fll b willing to bet your Chad is a gardener and
ha's using the paniyhosa on his lomaio planis.
Mary gardeners know thal you cen cul tha legs off
of a pair of pantyhose and they are marvelous for
tying up drooping lomalo slalks -- %0 strong yel
pliant.

And if Chad is the macho guy you say ha is, [l
bat he's just too embarrassed lo buy his own
paniyhose, And who can blame hiirmd

Just wait til August when he prasents you with
his first eropl

; ~AP

-Continued on page 10-
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Late Night with John Lane

Pags 9

Students gather to hear student poet read work

From Technocrat

to Toa Sucker

A small, but loyal, group of
sludents stlendad John Lane's
poetry reading "Againsi
information.” Tha 10 p.m.
gathering in Barn FAoom 1 also
atiracted Raector the Director,
faculty and Kanyon the Zen dog.
Viclor Cruz, & poel and public
ralations executlve, introduced
Lane and compared him to Wall
Whitman and God.

Best and Worst
Writing Advice

~Confinued from page 8-

LiaM RECTOR-

Best: “Find thosa with whom
you have a rapporl and
procesd, Mever, ever, procesd
with thosa with whom you do
nod have & rappor.”

Worst: "You have some right to
expect laimass from the world.®

Bring your bills,
bonds, bucks
and bank notes -
b.’s budget
needs your
backing....

b. magazine Is logking lor
eontributions. Editors  sald
they'rs seeking gifts of 525 or
more, Benefactors will be
eredited In the next issue and
will receive a a lIrea
subscriptlon  for  one yaar,
Deposit your gifis in Krstin
Lee's mallbox today.

John Lane Is tha first MFA
student to publish a book of
postry during his  two-year
residency. "l owe Banningtan this
book In many ways.” he said.

The first poeam In the
coflection, "Against Information,”
was mistaken lor a satellite dish
advertizemant when it was
publiched In a South Carolina
magazine. An B00 number in the
poem actually belongad 10 & bai
and lackle shop. Over 200 calls
wers made by peopla who
wantad the satellita dizshes Lana
dascribas In “Apgains|
ndormation.” A local journalist
pleked up the story and Canadian
Public Radio inteniewad John for
thirty minutes. Frusirated with
the amount of lechnology
surrounding him in and around
his office, Lana laft “this wvoice
fising up out of me.”

WRITIME ADUICE S
Lipm SAYS S

A 20-minute video followed
Lane's reading. Voices of local
South Carplina loliks, including
Lana's, recited his poems while
images of war, pollution, naturs,
business and cartoon Images
flashed on the screen.

Coplas of “Against
Information® are avallable at the
Benningion Bookstore or by
contacling John Lane,

—Marge Aragon

Best and Worst
of the Vortex

Hare are soma of the famous
guotes published in the first 11
Izsuss of the Benndina Vortex:

ROBERT PINSKY: "You domt
know shit about Willam Carlos
Willlams -- August 1884
regidancy.

MARIA FLOOK: “Gashhound|
Hay, that's pretty good when ifs
amplified.” = January 19835
residency.

JILL McCORKLE: 'Forgive me
lor snoring - January 1994
residency.

TESS JAMES: "Ha gently coaxad
himsedl back into salety and
zipped.” August 18894
residency.

COLETTE GUREMN: "You poais
are a clannish groupl® -~ January
1834 residency.

SUSAN DODD: "Lel us not in our
high-mindedness lose our love
for 1rash” ~ August 1964
residency.

DO YOU REMEMEER the first
rasidency when giddy studenis
attached gold ball-shaped table
ornaments to their heads and
othar body pars?
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Ask Auntie Pearl.... The Retiring
Continsad from page & dent Life
Dear Auntis Pear, TIMOTHY WOOTEN
ideas and Issues
| am writing & book about the problems some | | COLETTE GUREN
of us face when caring for an alderly parent. | | | Gossip
have encountered a situation thal my 78-yearcld | | WENDY BUTTON
maother and | have been arguing aboul. Aicohol and Spirits
The problem |s Mother's habit of putting her | | ROBERT HORNBUCKLE
dentures In & glass of walar by her bed. On | | Traasurer
several oocasions, | have caught the lamily cat MARK S. GURALNICK

drmiking this walsrl I'm very much afraid this s | | newsletier, Music, and Partles
harmiul and unsanitary, What s your opinion, ' '

Auntle Pearl? Be Gia
~-Worrled in wiﬂn‘ﬂhl.ltg- Wl 11, Moo 3, Juna 25, 1996
Dear Worried, EDITOR: Mark 5 Gum!nk:k

CARTOONIST: Sharon Cook

. : CONTRIBUTORS: Margo Aragon, Renee
| have consulted one of the advisers, Dr. ni
Steward Fallock, a renowned e erncrian and he | | Bowles, Cristina Del Sesto, Gail Hathaway,
assures me that your cat ls in no danger from | | Sharon Preiss
drinking this solution. Newsletter Office - Leigh (Card Room)
‘Cats have an innata ability to know what Is
harmiful to them,” he says.

Aned good luck on your book! brave, bold, brash, yes, but
what is b. magazine up to

now?

b.. the literary magazine published by and for
Bennington's MFA writing students, hit the sireets
again this past weekend, leaturing slories and
posms by Ruth Farmer, Deborah Gilespie,
Charlotie Cos Lemann, Michals Lylhgos, Pete
Hausler, Stephen Sandy, Kristin W, Les, Gail
Hathaway, Jill McCorkle, Victor Cruz, Carol Malone,
David Lehman and Tom Rechlin.

Mow, b, editors say they'ra sponsoring &
sontast, Tell tham what you think "5.* stands for in
a short essay, Theyll publish the best responses,
and you may win a prize loo!

The literary magazine wekcomes contributions

B T T by posts, fiction and nonfiction writers. Submit up to
FRebS OBSERVING THE WETING 10 pages by July 31, 1995 1o Kristin W, Lea, 202

Mamanasco Road, #10, Ridgefield, CT 08877, or
STURENTS MAKE THE(R NJ&HTL‘!’ give an editor your contribution before your leave

PILGRIMAGE To THE CARRIAGE BARN | Bennington.

EnD OF AN ERA




