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President’s Message &&

Dear
HKIA

For the past 60 years, HKIA, whilst ex-
periencing ups and downs together
with Hong Kong, has been growing
steadily as the city continuously devel-
oped. Thanks to my predecessors, our
Past Presidents had unfailingly led the
Institute with missions in upholding
professional integrity and promoting
architectural excellence.

During the term of my presidency
2015 — 2016, the Council has put sub-
stantial weight to motivate and mobi-
lize members, especially the younger
generation to explore abundant exciting
opportunities in Hong Kong and be-
yond, which in turn help to sharpen our
competitive edge. These initiatives
include:

- HKIA Debut Exhibition in Taiwan —
“Past. Present. Future — Tracking

- Hong Kong Architecture”
(September — October 2015)

- Hong Kong Exhibition
“Stratagems in Architecture:
Hong Kong in Venice” as a Collateral Event
of 15 th International Architecture Exhibition
La Biennale di Venezia
(June —November 2016)

- HKIA REVEAL 2 Exhibition —
For the City. For the Community
(September 2016)

- Innovative Youth Housing Design
Competition and Construction
(July—December 2016)

Vincent NG Wing-shun 2xI&

The theme of this issue is Occupy
Housing. You would be given a gist of
the winning projects of Innovative
Youth Housing Design Competition
and Construction in this issue. On top
of this, an Editorial Board led by
Professor Weijen Wang and supported
by two co-Chief Editors Thomas Tsang
and Thomas Chung would give you a
bird’s-eye view on Housing develop-
ment in Hong Kong.

Architects are sterling contribu-
tors to develop housing into a healthy,
low-carbon, resource-efficient and
smart metropolis that is in harmony
with nature. In recent decades, we
have been facing increasing expecta-
tion from clients, end-users, members
and society. New values have emerged
in the remit of heritage conservation,
urban design, and sustainable environ-
ments. Our members are progressively
contributing to our housing develop-
ment by unleashing their creativities,
initiatives and ambitions.

On behalf of the Institute, I
would like to express sincere thanks to
Editorial Director Professor Wang
Weijen and his team for producing and
delivering this wonderful journal.

I hope you will enjoy reading it.

With best wishes for the New Year!
Vincent NG Wing-shun, JP
HKIA President 2015—16
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HKIA Journal Editorial %%

Occupy
Housing

BHEEE

A new journal from Hong Kong by the
Institute of Architects situates itself
within the city’s complex landscape of
densities, intensities and contrasts.
Each issue addresses a single topic, doc-
umenting its trajectory as well as gath-
ering contemporary narratives and prac-
tices from its home city. Engaging
fundamental architectural issues from
which to consider the cultural, econom-
ic, technological and socio-political
changes we are confronting, Occupy
seeks multiple perspectives and critical
reflections in order to propagate archi-
tectural zeitgeists for the region.
Aspiring to inaugurate a collective dis-
course on architecture for Hong Kong,
Occupy strives to make room for posing
vigilant questions on architecture and
urbanism to the world.

Occupy Housing
The first issue of Occupy is dedicated to housing.
Architecture plays many essential roles in the fabric of the
built environment, but with expanding populations and
chronic shortages in affordable housing facing every global
city, it is the perennial inadequacy of equitable provision
of shelter for all that is arguably the discipline’s ultimate
exigency in the 21 st century urban reality. Hong Kong
has once been held up as a remarkable exemplar in tack-
ling such issues with significant efforts; yet if housing is to
retain its key influence and relevance in addressing our
city’s rising discontent and increasingly polarized social
tensions, it is high time to reflect on what have we achieved,
and contemplate what we can envision for the betterment
of Hong Kong’s architecture and urbanism through
housing design.

Thomas Chung/Thomas Tsang/Weijen Wang
ERse/ G/ TR

Occupy Housing 2016 began by hosting a forum with fellow
architects that asked, “Is there still room for architecture
in Hong Kong’s housing?” Recognizing Hong Kong’s early
accomplishments in modern housing provision, we inter-
viewed Donald Liao and James Kinoshita, while through Gu
Daqing’s research at the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
we reviewed the significant architectural contribution of
public housing projects of in the city’s “early modern” era.
Foregrounding the condition of Hong Kong’s contempo-
rary housing, we spoke with Rosman Wai who shared her
views on current public housing strategies, while also out-
lining relatively recent award-winning private projects
working with the city’s dense urban fabric.

In the subsequent essays of reflection, we not only
posed questions through institutional and social-economi-
cal perspectives, we also intended to ask ourselves: in ad-
dition to innovative practices of urban infill or furniture
installations, beyond the podium-tower typology and tac-
tics of uniform extrusion and modular assemblage, do we
still have room for architectural design in large scale hous-
ing? Why are there still opportunities for architecture in
housing for places like Singapore and China, and why
developers in Taipei are still making an effort to “imagine
homes” through housing design in the near future?
Between the hegemony of capital and bureaucratic man-
agement, how can we continue to foster more inclusive de-
sign in Hong Kong’s housing?

When it comes to discussing housing, opinion often
separates into two distinct camps. One is to highlight the
good intentions of architectural strategies that try to pro-
vide adequate, measurable solutions while not raising
one’s head above the parapet of ideology. The other is to
lay the blame on wider socio-political and economic con-
ditions as the core of problem and not architecture itself.
Which side should we take? How can we comply with the
myriad constraints in current housing practice demanded
from developers and the authorities, while still being able
to effectively strategize housing as a vehicle for an equita-
ble urban commons through design? We continue in our
search for modes of practice that clear away obstacles
in the way of architects implementing thoughtful designs,
because without architectural imagination, housing would
cease to occupy its proactive role in offering enduring
dwelling in the city.





