
 

 

Calixar closes an init ia l 8 7 5 ,0 0 0 - euro funding round 
 

The funds w ill enable  the Lyon- based m em brane protein services specia list  to 
develop its internat ional business 

 

 
Lyon, June 1 8 , 2 0 1 2  –  Calixar SAS, a start -up providing services focused on m em brane 

proteins, announces today that  it  has com pleted an init ial funding round in which it  raised 

875,000 euros from  private investors and business angels. The investors that  took part  in 

this financing were Siparex, Veym ont  Part icipat ions, INPG Ent reprise SA, and regional 

business angels from  the Health-Angels Rhône-Alpes, Savoie Angels and Grenoble Angels 

networks.  

 

The funds will enable Calixar to develop its internat ional operat ions and m ove it s 

research program s forward. I t  also m eans the com pany will be able to offer it s clients 

even m ore targeted services, and give a broader client  base easy access to it s unique 

technology. The technology has already been validated on a score of targets ( including 

GPCR receptors, ionic channels, t ransporters, v iral proteins) .  

 

Knowing how to produce, isolate and purify therapeut ic or  vaccine targets correct ly is a 

m ajor challenge for the pharm aceut ical indust ry. Calixar’s unique approach m akes it  

possible to preserve the nat ive state of m em brane proteins, which are involved in 

num erous pathologies and current ly account  for over 70%  of therapeut ic targets. The 

com pany possesses an exclusive worldwide license for the exploitat ion of two patents 

held by the French Nat ional Scient ific Research Cent re (CNRS)  and the University of 

Lyon. These relate t o generic m em brane protein ext ract ion and crystallizat ion processes 

ut ilizing original non-denaturing reagents. The aim  is to m ake targets m ore im m utable so 

the process of discovering new drugs and vaccines is rendered m ore reliable and m ore 

efficient .  

 

“We are delighted to be able to share our vision and our developm ent  with a highly 

m ot ivated group of investors, who recognized the innovat ive aspect  of our approach,”  

explained the chairm an and co- founder of Calixar, Em m anuel Dej ean. “We plan to recruit  

30 people between now and 2016 and expect  to be generat ing annual revenues of 4.5 

m illion euros by then, solely from  our fee- for- service act ivit ies.”  

 

“We were at t racted by the potent ial of Calixar’s technology and the know-how of it s staff,  

which should enable them  to surm ount  a m ajor t echnological barrier  facing research 

laboratories and ult im ately develop m ore efficacious therapies,”  said Fabrice Paublant , 

president  of Health Angels Rhône-Alpes. “Calixar recent ly signed several research 

agreem ents in Europe and the United States, and the funds it  has now raised will enable 

it  to expand it s internat ional act ivit ies.”  

 

About  Calixar SAS 

Calixar provides a com prehensive range of services focused exclusively on m em brane 

proteins (which account  for over 70%  of therapeut ic targets) , including:  ident ificat ion, 

product ion, ext ract ion, purificat ion, stabilizat ion and crystallizat ion. To perform  these 

services, it  starts either from  biological sam ples or recom binant  cell lines, or direct ly from  

the gene coding for the target .  



 

 

Thanks to it s patented technology and know-how, Calixar can isolate and purify any type 

of m em brane protein in it s com plete nat ive form , which rem ains stable in solut ion. I t s 

services are aim ed at  private and public research establishm ents interested in the 

developm ent  of ant ibodies, especially those for  therapeut ic applicat ions, drug discovery 

(screening and drug design) , and vaccines.  

Calixar was co- founded by Em m anuel Dejean and Pierre Falson in January 2011. I t  

started life in the CREALYS incubator and is receiving ongoing support  from  Novacité. 

Now housed within the Inst itute of Biology and Protein Chem ist ry at  Claude Bernard 

University in Lyon (a research establishm ent  run in conjunct ion with France’s Nat ional 

Scient ific Research Cent re – CNRS) , the com pany current ly em ploys nine people and 

expects to generate revenues of 350,000 euros in 2012. 

More inform at ion:  ht tp: / / www.calixar.com   

 

About  the business angels netw orks 
Health- Angels Rhône- Alpes is a club of individual investors specialized in life sciences 

who support  ent repreneurs in the Rhône-Alpes region undertaking innovat ive proj ects in 

the area of hum an health.  

Savoie Angels aim s to facilitate local investm ent  by bringing investors and 

ent repreneurs into contact . Based at  the Savoie Technolac technology park, the 

associat ion has 160 m em bers, m anages five investm ent  funds, and has invested in m ore 

than 30 firm s since 2008.  

Grenoble Angels is a group of investors seeking to exploit  it s m em bers’ capital, 

connect ions and expert ise to the benefit  of high potent ial, early-stage com panies that  

want  to develop successfully. Since it  was created in 2005, Grenoble Angels has funded 

70 firm s em ploying som e 2,000 people, invest ing 15 m illion euros direct ly and a total of 

60 m illion euros in conjunct ion with co- investors.  

Please visit :   

ht tp: / / www.savoie-angels.com  et  ht tp: / / www.grenobleangels.grenobleecobiz.biz 
 
About  I NPG Entreprise SA 
Founded in 1991, INPG Ent reprise SA is the private subsidiary of Grenoble Inst itute of 

Technology. I t  is dedicated to the prom ot ion of the research act ivit ies and results of the 

Inst itute that  has six engineering schools recognized internat ionally for their excellence, 

26 high-qualit y laboratories and 900 research expert s. We invest  in early stage research-

based and high- tech com panies.  

ht tp: / / www.grenoble- inp.fr/   

ht tp: / / www.inpg-ent reprise.com /   

 

About  Siparex  

SIPAREX Group, founded 33 years ago, is the prem ier independent  French specialist  

provider of growth capital for SMEs. The Group has over €1 Billion under m anagem ent , 

including m id-m arket  “Developm ent  Capital and LBO”  and “Regional and Innovat ion 

Capital” , financing technology, innovat ive and regional com panies. I n addit ion, SIPAREX 

Group provides consult ing in em erging m arkets. Siparex covers all of France via a 

st rategy of close local presence, from  Paris, Lyon, Besançon, Lille, Nantes, St rasbourg, 

and also has offices in Madrid and Milan. The Group em ploys approxim ately 90 staff, of  

which 55 are investm ent  professionals. 

For further inform at ion:  ht tp: / / www.siparex.com  

http://www.calixar.com/
http://www.savoie-angels.com/
http://www.grenobleangels.grenobleecobiz.biz/
http://www.grenoble-inp.fr/le-groupe/decouvrir-le-groupe-grenoble-inp-147623.kjsp?RH=IESA_FR#KLINK
http://www.inpg-entreprise.com/reseaux/six-poles-de-competences-165014.kjsp?RH=IESA_FR#KLINK
http://www.siparex.com/


 

 

 
About  Veym ont  Part icipat ions 

Veym ont  Part icipat ions, which was founded in the spring of 2011 by 14 of it s senior 

execut ives, was set  up to support  the creat ion, acquisit ion and developm ent  of sm all and 

m edium -sized businesses. I t  acquires m inority shareholdings in these firm s and put  it s 

know-how, experience and networks of associates at  the disposal of those prom ot ing new 

projects.  
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