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Solving 2-step word problems

Solve each tricky two-step word problem and find the letter for each 
answer in the table to solve the riddle like a word problem wizard!

1. There are three classes in the third grade at River Middle School.  If each 
class has 21 students and there are 5 teachers, how many people are in 
third grade in all?

2. At the pet store, there are 5 cages of reptiles.  Each cage has 4 animals in 
it.  Suddenly, two of the cages fall over at 8 animals escape!  How many are 
left in their cages?

3. Will is sharing M&Ms with his four friends.  He has 54 M&Ms total.  After 
giving 11 M&Ms to each of his friends, how many does he have left over for 
himself?

4. Eric plays outside for 25 minutes five days a week and plays outside for 
40 minutes two days a week.  How many minutes does Eric play outside in 
one week? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________



Visit us for much more at mightyowl.com  

© MightyOwl, Inc. 2021

Solving 2-step word problems

5. Sue has been collecting key chains her whole life.  She already had 42 
when her mom came back from vacation and brought her 12 more!  Sadie 
liked some of the keychains so much she decided to share them with her 
friends and gave away 7 from her collection.  How many keychains does Sue 
have now?

6. Mrs. Latifa’s class is bringing in their school supplies.  The first 5 students 
bring in 9 pencils each.  The next 6 students bring in 10 pencils each.  How 
many pencils does Mrs. Latifa’s class have now?

7.  Mia went swimming 42 days last summer.  Her friend Jenny went 
swimming 15 days more than Mia and Jenny’s brother went swimming 27 
days more than Jenny.  How  many days did Jenny’s brother go swimming?

What is a word problem’s favorite kind of dance?

___  ___  ___  - ___  ___  ___  ___
1              2                3                 4.              5.           6.              7.             

Answer 105 205 12 84 10 68 47

Letter E S W P O T T
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