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We live in very vulnerable
times. The disastrous war, the
ongoing political crisis in Israel,
the division among the Jewish
people. Itis in times like these
that our influence and diplomacy
are most valuable: saving lives,
bridging gaps, and bringing
peace. So it's time to show what
the Global Jewish Community
and we, the leaders of the
organized Jewish World, are
capable of.
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EVERY THING

BBhoto: Hillel Kharkiv facility
just a few days before the
war and after a rocket strike.

As a result of the war
outbreak in Ukraine,

the local population,
including Jewish people,
were badly affected and
found themselvesin a
difficult humanitarian
situation. Many Jews,
mostly women, children
and elderly fled to
European countries,
around 14 thousand
made Aliyah. Although
we don't have accurate
numbers, we know

that many Jews have
stayed behind. We see
Ukrainian Jews enlisting
in the army, praying and
even celebrating Jewish
holidays in military
uniform. We know about
several casualties among
the community. A new
reality emerged and we
must deal with it.



Humanitarian Aid
Fund for the Jews
of Ukraine B

The leaders of the Euro-Asian
Jewish Congress acted quickly
and took several steps: assis-
tance to refugees in Moldova and
other contries, evacuation to Is-
rael and comprehensive humani-
tarian and financial assistance for
the remaining Jewish communi-
ties in Ukraine. We immediately
created a humanitarian aid fund
and started collecting donations.

Helping refugees in
Moldova and other
countries B

The Euro-Asian Jewish Congress
has urgently provided significant
financial assistance to the the
Jewish community of the Repub-
lic of Moldova as well as in oth-
er countries to evacuate people
from the war zone and help the
accepting communities to acco-
modate them. JCRM has organ-
ized 11 temporary accommoda-
tion centers for Ukrainian Jewish
refugees all over the country.
Moldovan Jewish community

representatives expressed their
gratitude to the EAJC leadership
for the assistance.

Humanitarian initiative has been
launched in Austria to help
Ukrainian refugees with the re-
settlement, providing them with
primary counseling assistance,
medicines and food. The initi-
ative is headed by the newly
elected Vice President of the Eu-
ro-Asian Jewish Congress Mat-
vei Hutman. He also financed the
recreation in a health camp for
Ukrainian children who suffered
from hostilities in the country.

Ahotline to help
Olim from Ukraine &

The non-profit  organization
Lemaanchem (For You), with the
support of the Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress, has opened a special
telephone hotline for Jews from
Ukraine who are applying for the
status of repatriates in Israel. The
hotline is designed to facilitate
bureaucratic procedures when
registering for immediate care at
medical institutions.

Hotline number is *6884. Rus-
sian-speaking doctors and vol-

unteers are helping those, who
have already arrived in Israel,
but have not yet received an ID,
to navigate in the field of health
insurance and related services.

Strategic vision &

The war presented many com-
plex, strategic questions con-
cerning the future of Jewish
life in the region. As a local and
international leader, EAJC initi-
ated dialogue about the current
situation and perspectives of
tomorrow at the highest level.

S+

million people
left Ukraine*

15,000+

made Aliyah
sincethe
outbreak of
the war**

* according to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

** according to the Israeli Ministry
of Aliyah and Integration

as of October-November
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It's aHigh Time For Unity

An address by the EAJC President Michael Mirilashvili

We live in very vulnerable times: the disastrous
war, the ongoing political crisis in Israel, the division
among the Jewish people.

More than any other year, lots of people worldwide,
especially in our region, needed our urgent help this
year. Therefore, this year we had to focus on pro-
viding significant financial and humanitarian aid to
those harmed by the war. At such times, more than
anything else, saving lives —is our true mission and
purpose. In this, we, the leading Jewish organiza-
tions of the world, have to be united - to be ready
to react, respond, and come to the rescue when
needed.

It is precisely why the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress
organized the strategic conference in past Decem-
ber: to gather the world's Jewish leaders to reflect
on what has been done and to discuss our next
steps.

We must continue to strive and do whatever we can
to end this deadly war. But, in a sincere hope that it
will end soon, we have to consider “the day after” as
well — what will the Jewish world be like, and what
consequences will we face?

However, we shall not only discuss — we got to act.
It is in times like these that our influence and diplo-
macy are most valuable: saving lives, bridging gaps,
and bringing peace. So it's time to show what the
Global Jewish Community and we, the leaders of
the organized Jewish World, are capable of.

Therefore, | call on my colleagues: let's mobilize
around the Jewish communities of the Former So-
viet Union, as once the Jewish World rallied around
the Soviet Jewry. Let’s help those who decided to
make Aliyah, to emigrate to other countries, or to
stay in their community. It is our duty to help them
out, whatever their decision is.

Four years ago, we established the Institute for Eu-
ro-Asian Jewish Studies. We have already conduct-
ed several large-scale surveys of the Jewish Pop-
ulation in the post-soviet countries. We support in-

depth historical studies and closely monitor what’s
happening in our region. We believe it’s crucial to
analyze the situation, to rely on scientific data and
opinions of the experts, and not just assumptions.

In times of massive outreach through social net-
works and the instant spread of information, pop-
ulism becomes a tool for easy and quick engage-
ment of the masses. People are attracted by sim-
plistic, shallow ideas not backed by any credible
data. We fight this fiercely when it comes to an-
ti-Semitic theories and hate speech. But we do not
always notice when misleading statements spread
among the Jewish community. When the atmos-
phere in social media is tense and emotional, and
the flow of fake information is uncontrollable, we
must be much more cautious and accountable for
what we say.

This applies to the situation in Israel today and
starts from the very top.

We call on Israeli leaders

to unite and put aside our
internal conflicts. Today

it's crucial to overcome the
extended political crisis
and cease the feeling of
division and hostility. To
act and talk responsibly. To
compromise, to be partners
with disagreements on the
one side but with a deep
sense of shared mission on
the other.



Today, as Israel becomes more and more powerful,
the worldwide Jewish community sees the Jewish
State as a great source of inspiration and pride. An
old dream of a Jewish State as the center of the
Jewish world, the light for the Jewish Diaspora and
nations of the world —is no longer just a dream. We
have all the means to realize it. And we should al-
ways be aware — the Jewish world watches us with
great expectations. The stronger the Jewish State
becomes — the more eyes on us and the more re-
sponsible we become for the safety and well-being
of Jews of the Diaspora.

Thereby, the Jewish world needs us to be strong
and dependable. When we are so deeply divided by
our internal disagreements, we won't be capable of
helping our brothers and sisters in Diaspora when
needed. Today, more than ever, unity among Jew-
ish people is critical. Therefore, a clever, balanced,
and coherent state work with the Diaspora is es-
sential.

Photo (on the right): President of the
EAJC Michael Mirilashvili with the
Israeli Minister of the Diaspora Affairs,
Amichai Chikli.

Photo: EAJC Leaders: Michael

Mirilashvili (President), Haim Ben Yakov
(Director General), Menachem Bushuev
(Treasurer) with the President of Israel,
Isaac Herzog.

The Euro-Asian Jewish Congress is not a political
structure. We always support the Jewish State and
work with every government to be established.
But we expect every government to always bear in
mind the bigger picture, considering our relations
with the global Jewish community and playing an
active part in the life of the Diaspora.

At the Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress, we will continue
our efforts of building
bridges, promoting unity,
and bringing different parts
of the Jewish people closer.
Together, united as one, as
our people have been for
centuries, we will overcome
these difficult times.

MIINFINIAVIA
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The Future of Jewish Life
InPost-Soviet Countries

The war undoubtedly entailed multiple global processes, but it impacted in some
less obvious ways as well. One example of such impact is the future of Jewish
life in affected countries of the region. A new reality emerged with complex
questions that must be addressed. In this regard, the Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress, together with Jerusalem Post, held the conference ‘The Future of
Jewish Life in Post-Soviet Countries’ on December 6. It reached 439,000 views.

The conference hosted some of the
best minds of the Jewish world: Pres-
ident of the Euro-Asian Jewish Con-
gress, Dr. Michael Mirilashvili; EAJC
Chairman of the Board, Aaron G. Fren-
kel; Former president of the Supreme
Court of Israel Aharon Barak; Presi-
dent of the World Jewish Congress,
Ronald S. Lauder; Aliyah and Integra-
tion Minister Pnina Tamano-Shata;
Diaspora Affairs Minister Nachman
Shai; Agriculture Minister Oded Forer;
MK Simcha Rothman; Israel's Ambas-
sador to Russia, Alexander Ben Zvi; Is-
rael's Ambassador to Ukraine Michael
Brodsky; President and Chairman
of the Jewish Federations of North
America, Eric Fingerhut; Vice Chair of
the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations, Mal-
colm Hoenlein, and other distinguished guests.

During the past year, the Jewish communities of
Ukraine and Russia were divided into several parts:
those who, despite circumstances, decided or were
forced to stay, those who immigrated to Israel, and
those who migrated to third countries.

First, we have to understand what numbers we are
talking about. There are different approaches to esti-
mating the size of the Jewish population in the former
Soviet Union. The differences in approaches and the
difficulty in accurately estimating numbers are due to
various factors, such as the inaccuracy of censuses
and the ambiguity of Jewish identity and self-determi-
nation models in the FSU countries. Meanwhile, meet-
ing the criteria of Israel's Law of Return is the broadest

THEFUTUREOF JEWISH 30 EAJC
LIFEIN POST-SOVIET
COUNTRIES

THETERUSALEM POST

category of eligibility for the Jewish population, which
includes both ethnic cores and “second generation”
Jews, as well as non-Jewish family members.

Using the estimate of Sergio Della Pergola, one of the
leading specialists in Jewish demography, we esti-
mate that between 850,000 and 930,000 Jews were
living in the former Soviet Union, of whom 40-45% are
ethnic Jews (up to 30% of the total are of monogenic
Jewish origin, plus descendants of mixed marriages
with a stable Jewish identity). Among them, about 200
thousand lived in Ukraine before the war and about
550 thousand in Russia.

However, estimating the scale of Jewish migration is
much more challenging. If we have exact figures for
Israel: in 2022, about 60 thousand people repatriated
(14 thousand came from Ukraine and more than 35



thousand from Russia), so it is not so easy to identify
Jews in the flow of migrants to other countries.

This complex migration picture has presented the
state of Israel, European and American Jewry, as well
as regional and international Jewish organizations,
the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress included, with many
complex questions.

THE FUTURE OF JEWISH LIFE
IN POST-SOVIET COUNTRIES

- TRURS, - )

PROF.AHARON BARAK
Former President of
the Supreme Court of lsrael

The first question is what to do with the communities
that chose to stay. Their activities have been signifi-
cantly reduced and reformatted. However, many Jews
have remained in their communities, which have be-
come places of unity and much-needed assistance. At
the same time, we are unable to guarantee the safe-
ty of these Jews today. It raises an ethical dilemma.
Should we encourage emigration to Israel or other
safer places or continue supporting local activities?
And if we support, to what extent, given that activi-
ties, though much reduced, have narrowed to direct
questions of survival and most basic needs. This issue
is exacerbated by a significant loss in the solvency of
the population and, most importantly, of local donors
who used to take an active part in financing Jewish life.

The second question is: Is Israel ready to accept new
repatriation waves? The repatriates of the latest wave
face not only major bureaucratic problems and inflex-
ibility of the Israeli state system but also a total lack
of understanding of the needs of today’s repatriates,
which raises questions about the efficiency of the ab-
sorption processes. While the Israeli system continues
to work according to old patterns, both the urgency of
the situation and the changed face of repatriation re-
quire new approaches and reforms. The conflicts and
tensions over this issue peak in light of the consider-
able debate over changing the Law of Return and the
abolition of the so-called’ grandchildren clause’.

It is worth noting that the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress
is unequivocally against the abolition of the ‘grandchil-
dren clause’. We believe that in this matter, it is neces-
sary to consider the specifics of the post-Soviet Jewry

identity and the difference between regional and uni-
versal models of Jewish self-determination. The sta-
tistics clearly demonstrate this. According to extensive
research of the Jewish population conducted by EAJC
in 2019-20, about 80% of respondents permanently or
in certain circumstances consider themselves Jew-
ish. Moreover, for the majority to consider themselves
Jewish means belonging to the Jewish nation, its his-
tory, culture, and traditions (about 70%), rath-
er than religious adherence and halakhic rules
(16%).

As former President of the
Supreme Court of Israel,
Aharon Barak, stated
during the conference,
the Law of Return should
be treated as the Basic
Law, given its utmost
importance and symbolism
for the State of Israel.

Hence, any change to it should reflect the deep con-
sensus in society and be carried out with great cau-
tion. We couldn’t agree more. The Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress leadership has recently met with Israeli Min-
ister of Diaspora Affairs Amichai Chikli and Minister of
Aliyah and Integration Ofir Sofer. In a productive meet-
ing, where we discussed the cooperation between our
structures, we also conveyed the message that Jew-
ish leaders all over the world pin their hopes and ex-
pect to see thoughtful and balanced policy regarding
Diaspora relations.

The third question is: what do we do with Jewish ref-
ugees in Europe? Will they assimilate into the local
non-Jewish society, integrate into the system of exist-
ing Jewish communities (and can these communities
accept them), or remain a separate, autonomous unit,
forming their own institutions?

Finally, an essential question: if and when the war
ends, will these Jews wish to return home? Either de-
cision must be respected and supported by the Jewish
leadership, according to the Executive Vice Chairman
of the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, Malcolm Hoenlein.

With so many unknowns and unpredictable futures,
making long-term strategic decisions is tough, but we
cannot stand by and simply watch. We have to discuss
it and come up ready for several scenarios.

MIINFINIJVIA
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Israel Should
Redefineits -
Global Role

75 years after, it's time for us to admit, that
Israel is no longer just a local power - we
must think and impact globally.

This year we marked the 125th anniversary of a First Zi-
onist Congress in Basel and once more reminded ourself
what a truly remarkable history we share. Five years af-
ter the Congress, in his famous ‘Altneuland’ the master-
mind of the World Zionist Organization, Theodor Herzl,
allowed himself to dream big, maybe even too much.
One can't help but smile reading it today. Brought up in
an totally European manner, Herzl wanted to bring the
Europe itself, all its essence, culture and progress to the
Middle East. As many early theoretical and political zi-
onists, he even saw a key in it as to getting along with
local Arab population and peaceful coexistence. When
it came to the real life and practical deeds, history got in
the way of those dreams. But one cannot deny how right
Herzl was in his general vision.

Allin all, Zionist project succeeded in building a contem-
porary state, although the way to it was extremely hard,
and sometimes, at the very crucial moments, maybe
even seemed unachievable.

“To say the least, at the moment our chances are very
weak. To be more frank, we have to admit that the en-
emy has a huge advantage,” assessed Israel's chances
Yigael Yadin, the commander of Haganah operations at
the time and the forthcoming IDF chief of staff. Accord-
ing to Ben-Gurion, these words were heard at a meeting
on May 12th, only two days before the historic declara-
tion of independence.

The atmosphere among Israeli leaders at the time was
very tense, full of most complex emotions. The War of
Independence began long before that day. By May 1948,
the hardest battles were already going on throughout
the country. Jerusalem was under heavy siege. The day
before the proclamation, on May 13th, four kibbutzim of

photo: National Photo Collection
of Israel, Photography dept.
Goverment Press Office
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Gush Etzion fell, to be revived only decades later. After
the proclamation, the war broke out with renewed vigor,
on several fronts, and the first weeks of the new Jewish
state turned out to be maybe the most complicated, if
not decisive. The final ceasefire agreement was signed
only in the summer of 1949.

However, despite the dire forecasts,
Israel heroically withstood this war and
everything that happened after — 74
years full of events, victories and suc-
cesses, as it is said, — is already a his-
tory.

Today the Jewish people do
have a fast-growing, modern,
democratic state. Although
democracy should never

be taken for granted. It's
something we are quite lucky
to have it in Israel. Something
we must cherish and stick to
it. By ensuring the continuity
of democratic traditions and
developing the stable system
of checks and balances, we
are ensuring the very future
of our State for years to go.

At the very first Zionist Congresses, del-
egates argued whether it's more impor-
tant to make political moves rather than
actually populate the land. We know it
today as political and practical wings in
Zionist movement. Well, ensuring the
work of democracy in Israel is indeed a
practical Zionism of today.

In general, it seems like misconception
to claim that Zionism fulfilled its mission
and eventually lost its relevance as an
ideology. The fact that we indeed popu-
lated the land, built a state and reached
political recognition among the nations
doesn’'t mean that the work is done. We
still can redefine the same aspects, we
still have a lot of political, practical and
spiritual work to do. In the routine of
everyday life we tend to forget that our

‘founding fathers’ both of the ancient and the modern
Jewish nation, dreamt of not less than making a world
a better place. That precisely what binds Judaism and
modern Zionism. The idealism of Torah and the com-
mand to serve as a role model to other nations through
building a close to an ideal, prosperous state with a just
society served as inspiration for Zionist pioneers and
statesmen. That is what we must not forget today. We
have to revive and give another chance to such vision-
ary, dream-like Zionism.

Therefore, building just a good enough state wasn't the
plan and we are only halfway to go. Luckily, we are grow-
ing fast and today the State of Israel is
already considered among others as a
role model in several aspects of life.

Obviously creativity, technologies, as
well as diplomacy have to be included
in this list. Historically the Land of Isra-
el has always been the crossroads of
continents, empires and nations. This
delicate position among the numer-
ous neighbors, who were not always
friendly, alongside with difficult climate,
harsh conditions and scarcity of natural
resources has not been making our life
any easier neither in ancient times nor
today. However, it taught us to look on
the brighter side of life, find positive in
negative and most importantly to adapt.

Lack of alternatives made us think out
of the box. Creativity led to the boost of
technology when the time came. Tech-
nology allowed the small Jewish state
to become one of the leading economic
forces, gained us a solid international
status and strengthened our diplomatic
positions.

In light of recent developments, Israel has received a fair
amount of criticism in the world press and social me-
dia regarding its positions. However, in this criticism, if
it does not turn into explicitly anti-Semitic comments,
there is a very important and positive grain for us. Our
opinion and our position are important to the world and
to the Jewish communities. Today, we, as a state, are
expected to be a full-fledged participant in the global
agenda. We gained our international status, though our
self-perception yet has to keep up.

We still live in a complex region, fundamentalist ideolo-
gies of hatred towards the Jewish state are still strong.
Even after 74 years, Israel is still forced to face existen-
tial threats, all the same fears of society and leadership.
However, if at the beginning our ‘newborn’ state had to
literally fight for its existence and solve many internal
problems, today Israel is no longer just a local force — we
have to think and act globally.

MIINFINIJVIA
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Aliyah 2022: Is Israel
Really Ready For Waves
Of Immigration?
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This year the whole world, including Another large wave of repatriation raises
the worldwide Jewish community and all the same questions about the readiness
the State of Israel, continue to face a of the Israeli state to accept repatriates in
series of global changes and severe such numbers in a short period of time; the
challenges. The Russian invasion on the quality of the repatriation and absorption
territory of Ukraine and the devastating processes; and whether the Jewish state
consequences of the war caused understands the needs of the current
large-scale migration processes. Israel, repatriation wave. While satisfactory rate
as expected, is still one of the main with the state services remains quite high,
directions for the Jewish population of there are still voices of criticism towards
the former USSR countries. As of June, state structures in social networks and

9 nearly 51,000 people have made Aliya, public platforms, among repatriates

&  according to the Ministry of Aliyah and themselves, as well as among opinion

5 Integration. Mostly from Ukraine and leaders and people working with them

L Russia. directly. These voices shall not be ignored.
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Usually, the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress does not op-
erate in Israel. The sphere of interests of the organi-
zation is located in the Euro-Asian region. Community
activities in the region and the establishment of Israel's
ties with the Diaspora are among the priorities of our
work. Nevertheless, we consider repatriation as an in-
tegral part of the Jewish life of the region, and in 2019,
an according resolution was adopted at the EAJC Gen-
eral Assembly. In addition, the leaders of Jewish com-
munities and organizations expressing more and more
concerns, claiming that the problem of repatriation and
absorption requires careful study — especially in terms
of a current severe humanitarian crisis. The EAJC also
receives many direct requests from repatriates for help.

In this regard, the EAJC
Board decided to hold

a special forum in order to
formulate the main problems
that Russian-speaking
repatriates of the last waves
face in Israel. A report was
presented to the Minister of

Aliyah and Integration.

Representatives of public organizations, private
initiatives and individuals, who work directly with new
immigrants, were invited to the forum.

As aresult, we compiled a report, based on the quanti-
tative and qualitative answers of the preliminary survey
as well as opinions expressed at the forum. The report
was presented to the heads of Israeli state structures
and large public organizations.

A survey by the Ministry of Aliya and Integration, that
was presented at the forum, showed a high degree of
immigrant’s satisfaction with the work of public ser-
vices. Nevertheless, the forum participants identified
anumber of issues in each of the stages of repatriation
and absorption, which repatriates usually complain
about. Based on the identified problems, we present
our recommendations below.

Submission and review of documents, recep-
tion, provision of primary services, informa-
tional support

Issues:

e Excessively long queues for consular checks,
obtaining in ID card at the Ministry of Internal

Affairs and certificate of a new immigrant at the
Ministry of Absorption.

Lack of transparency regarding queues and re-
viewing documents, lack of uniform rules and
clear deadlines.

Incompetence of employees, inability or unwill-
ingness to provide quality service.

Lack of a single, high-quality and up-to-date
source of information.

Insufficient coordination between government
agencies and the non-profit sector.

Recommendations:

Clearly described procedure of submitting doc-
uments both for consular checks in the coun-
tries of origin and at the Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs in Israel, containing clear and transparent
deadlines for reviewing and issuing visas/ID
cards/certificates.

Transparency of document review status and
periodic notices.

Automation of basic services, such as issuing
an Ulpan voucher, referral to open a bank ac-
count, signing up for a health insurance fund,
sending relevant instructions for confirmation
of education, etc.

Consideration of implementing a “one stop
shop” service, where an immigrant could re-
ceive all the necessary services and obtain all
primary documents (for instance at the airport).

Implementing a separate queue and a counter
at the Ministry of Internal Affairs departments,
only for repatriates.

Development of a single online information
center, including:

e a detailed step-by-step immigrant’s
checklist-questionnaire for the prepara-
tion and processing of all primary paper-
work and the completion of priority tasks;

e adatabase of up-to-date data, articles di-
vided into topics, relevant to the complet-
ed questionnaire;

e personalized offers relevant to the com-
pleted questionnaire;

e opportunity to ask a community of experts
a question or to request volunteer help;

e base of experts, volunteers and providers
of various services.

MIINFINIJVIA
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e Improved coordination with non-profit organi-
zations that help repatriates in various areas.

« Informational support for those organizations
and initiatives.

e Tenders in the non-profit sector for the provi-
sion of certain services.

A clear procedure, defined deadlines and notifications
about changes in the status of applications will elimi-
nate the uncertainty factor and reduce the burden of
unnecessary communication of employees with wor-
ried candidates. A “one-stop-shop” service, where
in one iteration an immigrant will be able to obtain or
order the issuing of the maximum possible amount of
documents, and appoint all the necessary queues with
an employee on the spot, as well as the automation of
basic services (for example, issuing universal vouch-
ers for Ulpan) will significantly reduce bureaucratic
procedures, queues and workload of branches, and
will also make the process much shorter and more un-
derstandable. Step-by-step instructions with relevant
information in one place online will allow immigrates to
control the process and always know what to do next.

Financial safety
Issues:

e Distrust of the new immigrants among the
banks, exaggerated demands and refusals to
open accounts.

o Refusal to transfer money even from non-sanc-
tioned banks.

Recommendations:

e Explanatory work with banks. Development of
exemptions system and a basic package of
services for new immigrants in order to reduce
refusals.

e The developed, up-to-date guidance on work-
ing with new immigrants and instructing em-
ployees will help to avoid more frequent conflict
situations.

Housing
Issues:

e Lack of funding for housing programs for new
immigrants, especially for elderly.

e The actual absence of state social housing, the
lack of informational and actual support for im-
migrants in the private market.

e Lack of support for new immigrants during
communication with the landlord and signing
the contract.

o Distrust of new immigrants among landlords,
deliberately exaggerated requirements for
them.

Recommendations:

e Informational support, help of volunteers, in-
volvement of the non-profit sector.

e Support for immigrants in the form of state
guarantees for landlords.

e Considering development of the incentives
system for landlords to rent out housing to new
immigrants.

The lack of funding for public housing programs must
be compensated by solid support for new immigrants
in the private market.

Professional adaptation, confirmation or con-
tinuation of education, recertification and re-
training

Issues:

e Lack of structured and relevant info on confir-
mation of higher education diplomas.

e Lack of system flexibility even in the state of
emergency.

e Unawareness of new immigrants of the local
labor market specifics.

e Lack of economic and social motivation for em-
ployers to hire new immigrants.

Recommendations:

e Conducting assessment tests and preparing
repatriates for the specifics of the labor market
at the early stages of repatriation planning. Pre-
senting realistic perspectives.

e A structured and more transparent system for
offering career opportunities (retraining cours-
es, obtaining or confirming education, etc.)
based on tests.

o State funding and informational support for
non-profit organizations, acting in this area.

« Information campaign about the economic and
social benefits of hiring new immigrants.

e Creating an accessible professional pool of
new immigrants for HR professionals and em-
ployers.

Early preparation of new immigrants for the realities of
the local labor market and realistic forecasts will help
balance expectations and reduce dissatisfaction upon
arrival.



+
thousand

people made
Aliyah from
FSU countries
in 2022

15,694

from Ukraine

29,894

from Russia

1,591

from Belarus

about

5,000

are awaiting status
changeinlsrael
(mostly repatriates
from Russia)

according to the Israeli Ministry
of Aliyah and Integration

Cultural absorption
Issues:

New immigrants receive very fragmentary information
about the specifics of Israeli society and the history of
the state, which doesn’t create a sufficient background
for understanding civil processes and leads to conflicts.

Recommendations:

Development of “crash courses” on the history of the
state and the specifics of modern Israeli society. Possibly
a tender in the non-profit sector to cover this need.

A profound, meaningful course on the state functioning and its
history will accelerate the process of integration of new immi-
grants into civil society.

A detailed version of the Forum Report can be found by the fol-
lowing link: bit.ly/aliyah-report.

Summing up the forum, Director General of the Euro-Asian Jew-
ish Congress, Dr. Haim Ben Yaakov, noted that over the past
months, the EAJC has been engaged in “personal, targeted as-
sistance” in special cases. Today, there are more and more such
“special” stories. “We need to consider how to automate many
common processes, and direct the main resources to solving
such exceptional cases. This can significantly improve the quali-
ty of service for repatriates,” he said.

As we can see, the numbers show
us that subjective feelings do not
always reflect the real picture.
Obviously, mostly negative cases
are reported on social networks,
which creates a feeling of general
dissatisfaction, but problems
cannot be ignored, because itis
the quality of absorption that can
affect the decision of a fifth of
the repatriates whether to remain
in the Jewish state or not. Itis

in our common power to make
this process more comfortable
and meeting all contemporary
requirements.
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Aliyah 2022:

Who Are They?

According to a study, conducted by the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration, as of
November 2022, 51,000 Jews from Russia, Ukraine and Belarus moved to Israel.
This is more than four times more than the last year (12,989). Among them,
13,694 came from Ukraine, 35,894 came from Russia, 1,591 came from Belarus
and a smaller number came from other countries of the former USSR. According
to the Ministry, since the end of February till the end of March, the largest group
was from Ukraine. At the time —in March, there were three times more of those
who came from Ukraine than from Russia. However, then the trend changed:
now there is significant rise in Aliyah from Russia and a decrease from Ukraine.

According to the Academic Chairman of the The Insti-
tute for Euro-Asian Jewish Studies (IEAJS), Prof. Ze'ev
Khanin, Aliyah from Russia will continue to grow, given
the queues for consular checks and tightening political
climate in the country.

The average age of this wave of Aliyah is low, which
may have a positive impact on the demographic com-
position of the Russian-speaking Israeli population as a
whole. Another characteristic feature of the current
wave of repatriation is a high level of education. More
than half of the Jews who arrived in Israel in 2022 have
secondary technical and higher education. There are
many people with a PhD (19%). We can admit, that
the current wave, to a certain extent, representatively
shows the entire cross-section of the expanded Jew-
ish population of Russia and Ukraine.

The most popular occupations among newcomers are
in the field of trade, services and marketing (16.5%),
the number of engineers and technicians is much low-
er (6.5%). Then, in descending order, we have econo-
mists and lawyers (3.9%) and representatives of the IT
sector (2.3%). More than half registered as “not having
an occupation”. It is worth mentioning that often those
who have a higher education, have not worked a single
day in their field of education. More than 80% of repat-
riates are graduates of humanitarian faculties.

Reasons for coming to Israel. Repatriates from Rus-
sia twice as often (68.4%) comparing to those from

Ukraine (37.2%) reported to sociologists that they
were determined to leave anyway - it happened “coin-
cidentally”. This is also why most repatriates from Rus-
sia went through the standard repatriation procedure.
Approximately one third of the surveyed immigrants
(31.8% - from Ukraine and 24.6% - from Russia) — “only
considered a move, but the war prompted them to
make a final decision.” At the same time, another third
of the Ukrainian repatriates (29.6%) noted that they
were not intending to move, but the war changed their
plans (in comparison to those from Russia, there were
only 8.1% of such answers).

If we compare the latest data with the EAJC study,
conducted among the Ukrainian Jewish community in
2019-2020, then of those people who were not go-
ing to emigrate (31%) or were thinking about leaving
(41%), the majority are already abroad, a significant
part of them —in Israel (29.6% and 31.8% respectively).

Due to the continuation of active hostilities on the
territory of Ukraine, the ways of arrival of repatriates
from different states differ significantly. Thus, 64%
of immigrants from Russia reported that they arrived
in Israel according to the standard procedure. Where-
as among the Ukrainian repatriates, this share is only
14%. The opposite situation is observed regarding the
urgent repatriation process through the “green route” -
starting abroad and ending in Israel: 74% of immigrants
from Ukraine and only 1% from Russia made Aliyah this
way.



Assistance in repatriation to the vast majority of
immigrants from Russia and Ukraine was provided
by state or near-state structures. According to the
survey, two-thirds of repatriates from Ukraine were
helped to move to the Jewish state by embassies,
consulates, Nativ and the Jewish Agency ( 66.6%). For
immigrants from Russia, this figure is two times less
(34.8%). A third of people from Ukraine (32.5%) and
only 4.5% of people from Russia reported that they
were helped by Jewish religious and other community
structures. Other organizations and local volunteers
helped 8.4% of Ukrainian and 4.5% of Russian Jews.
Relatives, friends, acquaintances in the country of ori-
gin, Israel and elsewhere helped in 3.9% of cases from
Ukraine and 4.5% of cases from Russia.

Repatriates of the current wave mostly received all the
necessary information about moving and obtaining Is-
raeli citizenship from the Jewish Agency (74% - from
Ukraine, 67% - from Russia); from Nativ - 26% and
24%, accordingly; from the employees of the Ministry
Aliyah and Integration — 6% of Ukrainians and 16% of
Russians.

In addition, the data indicate that repatriates from
both Russia (83.4%) and Ukraine (65.5%) left a large
number of relatives in the countries of origin. Includ-
ing parents (44.4% - among immigrants from Ukraine,
751 % - among immigrants from Russia), brothers
and sisters (37.5% and 49.5% respectively), children
(30.7% and 21.7%). A characteristic feature of this
wave from Ukraine is its gender homogeneity: only
women and children can leave the country, since men
are mobilized or cannot cross the border. Thus, almost
half (45.8%) of repatriates from Ukraine told sociolo-
gists that their spouse remained in the country of ori-
gin. Grandparents, in turn, remained in the country of
origin for every fourth repatriate from Russia (24.5%)
and every fifth — from Ukraine (19.8%).

“The center of the transnational Russian-speaking
Jewish diaspora is moving from the territory of the
former USSR and Europe to Israel. Public organiza-
tions will have to deal with this circumstance in the
near future,” Prof. Khanin summed up.

The degree of satisfaction with the first steps in Isra-
el among new immigrants of the latest wave remains
high. The average is 70%. 74% are “extremely satis-
fied” with state support in the form of cash payments
(6% are dissatisfied), the same number (74%) with
the housing conditions of primary placement (9% are
dissatisfied) and the placement of children in educa-
tional institutions of various levels (12% are dissatis-
fied). A slightly smaller number of respondents (70%)
were satisfied with the processes of opening a bank
account and transferring money (13% dissatisfied),
as well as informational support about the local labor

19

ofthose who came are
planning to stay in Israel

market (68%, 14% dissatisfied) and the convenience
of obtaining services at the Ministry of Aliyah and Inte-
gration (67%, 13% - dissatisfied).

Among the priorities that repatriates set for them-
selves, the most common are desire to find permanent
housing (66%), suitable work (63%) and learning He-
brew (73.7%). It is followed by placement of children
in the education system (57%), understanding of
Israeli society (54%), confirmation of education and
obtaining a professional work license (42%), pro-
fessional development or retraining courses (34%)
and continuation of the former (foundation of a new)
business (22%).

The linguistic nature of the current repatriation
wave. Not only almost 100% of people from Russia
and Belarus (99.2%), but also two-thirds (65%) of peo-
ple from Ukraine reported that their usual language of
communication in family, with friends and at work is
Russian. Both languages - Russian and Ukrainian - are
another 16.7%. 18% of repatriates from Ukraine con-
sider themselves to be exclusively Ukrainian-speak-
ing. Both Aliyah and the transnational diaspora will
remain Russian-speaking in the short term, which is
also shown by age-related data: the difference be-
tween very young and elderly repatriates is small. At
the same time, about 67% from Russia and 60% from
Ukraine - a few weeks or months after their arrival -
already consider Israel as their country.

According to the survey data, 83% of repatriates
from Russia believe that they will stay in Israel
(47.3%of which are “sure about that” and 35.7%
“think they will stay”). 17% of them are not planning
to stay or don’t know yet. In the case of immigrants
from Ukraine, the indicators are similar - 78.5% in-
tend to stay in the country (41.5% - “sure yes”, 37%
- “think s0”). No or do not know - 21.5%.

The database of the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration
(about 20,000 people) was taken as the basis for the
sociological study. Sample contained 1090 people.
The statistical error is 1.5% to 2.5%.
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Safety And Diplomacy -
Our Answer To Terror

In a little more than a year we've withessed major outbreaks of
violence and two waves of massive rocket attacks from the Gaza
Strip. Our support for Israel's security must be unconditional. Our
answer should be strong defense, safer living conditions and solid
diplomacy.

“..When a living people yields in matters of such a vital
character it is only when there is no longer any hope of
getting rid of us, because they can make no breach in the
iron wall. Not till then will they drop their extremist leaders
whose watchword is “Never!”. And the leadership will pass
to the moderate groups, who will approach us with a pro-
posal that we should both agree to mutual concessions.
Then we may expect them to discuss honestly practical
questions...” — wrote in 1923 Ze'ev Jabotinsky in his fa-
mous article ‘About the Iron Wall'

It's remarkable how visionary Jabotinsky was at the
time. Yet in 2022 the terror and ‘extremist leaders whose
watchword is “Never!” ’ are still very much present and
the time of the ‘moderate leadership groups’ hopefully is
yet to come. So far, in a little more than a year, we have
witnessed an ongoing wave of terror attacks and two out-
breaks of massive missile barrages against Israel.

During the operation ‘Guardian of the Walls’ in May 2021
we saw an unprecedented number of events, supporting
Israel’s right to defense throughout Jewish communities
of the region: from a demonstration in the center of Thilisi
or Chisinau to the giant Israeli flag flying over the sky of
Kyiv. One of the Jewish parliamentarians of the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine even proposed a bill, condemning Hamas
attacks and declaring it a terrorist organization, which we,
at the EAJC, unanimously endorsed.

Maybe even more significant reaction to those events
was the project initiated by the Jewish National Fund
(KKL) and the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress 10 days after
the end of the anti-terrorist operation. A project aimed to
enhance the defensive infrastructure and to build a dozen
of mobile protective units in southern Israeli settlements,
close to the border with the Gaza Strip.

In addition to bomb shelters, the program also included
the construction of a “Safety Road” in kibbutz Nir Am for
the needs of the IDF and security forces. The project was



implemented in close coordination with local settlement
councils and the Israeli Ministry of Defense. Particular
attention was paid to the border farmland area to en-
sure the protection of farmers during potential shelling
from the Strip. On September 22, an opening ceremo-
ny took place. The project was financially supported
by the President of the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress
Dr. Michael Mirilashvili, EAJC Vice-Presidents David
Yakobashvili, Victor Naishuller and Boris Spektor.

Just like this, a better safety, each additional concrete
shelter for Israeli citizens is yet another brick in the sym-
bolic ‘lIron Wall’ in some way. Well, in the article Jabotin-
sky expressed some skepticism about being recognized
by other Muslim forces in the world, mostly because in
his view ‘we had nothing to offer them in return’. Maybe
it was the case back in 1923, but it is not so today. Israel
has lots of things to offer. Throughout Israeli history, in
the difficult conditions of wars and terror from literally
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every side, we persistently offered peace to our neigh-
bors. And finally it is bearing fruits. The recently signed
Abraham Accords have led to an unprecedented level
of Israeli cooperation with the Gulf and North African
states.

We, as well as our partners, already see how much the
peace process, the rich scientific, cultural and techno-
logical exchange lead us to incomparably more than
senseless enmity. It doesn’'t mean that we have to agree
on everything, but it does mean that we are carrying
on a civilized dialogue and can discuss our differences
patiently and respectfully. And thus, we are on the right
path.

We see more and more public figures and religious au-
thorities among Muslims, often with a large number of
followers in social networks, who resist the wave of ha-
tred towards lIsrael, support the Jewish state and call
for peace. Muslim and Christian Arabs, citizens of Israel,
call for an end to disinformation campaign and speak up
about free and dignified life in a democratic state.

It reflects in practical deeds and gestures as well. In
April 2021, the UAE became the first Muslim country to
officially celebrate Israeli Yom HaShoah (27th of Nisan
according to the Jewish calendar) along with the Inter-
national Remembrance Day. In the summer of 2021, for
the first time in the Arab world, the UAE hosted an exhi-
bition dedicated to the Holocaust at The Crossroads of
Civilization Museum in Dubai.

Holocaust Remembrance Day is also officially marked
in Albania — a Muslim-majority country. In 2020 a mon-
ument to the memory of the victims of the Holocaust
was opened in Tirana. They are very proud of the fact
that during the Second World War, Albanians fiercely
defended local Jews, and this area became the only
one in Europe where the Jewish population actually in-
creased during the war. This story was specially marked
on a gala reception during the Albanian Prime Minister’s
Edi Ram visit to Israel. As part of the evening, Honorary

President of the EAJC Alexander Mashkevich, togeth-
er with EAJC President Michael Mirilashvili, honoured
the head of the Albanian government with an award for
special merits in maintaining Israeli-Albanian relations
and supporting the local Jewish community. It should
be noted that Albania also was the first Muslim-majority
country in the world to endorse and adopt the Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) defini-
tion of anti-Semitism to fight it legally.

This shift in a Muslim world towards the State of Israel,
the dialogue instead of hatred, the recognition instead
of denial, give us hope that even the most difficult and
seemingly insoluble disagreements sooner or later
come to an end. We hope that this reconciliation and
our honest interfaith dialogue will serve as an inspiration
to the rest of the world. That is what the Torah com-
mands us to do — to inspire others by our own example
and thereby change the world for the better. And this
is one of the few things that Jabotinsky, now almost a
century ago, maybe be could not imagine and predict
at the time.
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In 21st Century Religions
Are Building Bridges

SMNEMAIK YXaHE AaCTYPN OIHOEP
NWUAEPNEPIHIH VII CBE3I
14-15 KuIpKyAeK, 2022 .

Vil CONGRESS OF THE LEADERS OF WORLD

AND TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS
September 14-15, 2022

In Septemper 2022, world leaders gathered in Astana, Kazakhstan,
to discuss the role of religion in today’s world order.

Kazakhstan, well-known for its diversity, peaceful and
respectful coexistence of different religious groups,
including the Jewish community, is becoming a new
center for interfaith dialogue and international rela-
tions. The 7th Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions gathered on one platform the Pope,
both Chief Rabbis of Israel, the most influential Muslim
leaders from Egypt, UAE, and even Iran. Jewish com-
munities of the region were represented by the dele-
gation of the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress.

It's quite remarkable to witness how history eventually
puts everything into place. Once sidelined and even
oppressed during the 20th century, Judaism, despite
its relatively small numbers, has finally regained its de-
served place among the leading religions. The world
has finally accepted us as an equal partner and watch-
es us with curiosity and sometimes even admiration.

A major part in this process was undoubtedly played
by the Biblical miracle of the modern Jewish State, a
reborn representative of everything Jewish among the
nations. Yet the discussion of Judaism and its role in
Israel and the Jewish world itself, namely how modern
Jewry practices Judaism and whether it is possible to
be Jewish while not observing the commandments, is
gaining momentum.

It is curious to see how American Jewry, in terms of
assimilation, is going through similar processes that
Soviet Jewry experienced long ago. A modern, free
and diverse life always challenges the foundations of
age-old traditions. For many Jews in the early Sovi-
et years and even earlier, socialism and a new society
formation were the ways out of the old world. While
some Jews, who cherished their heritage, were force-
fully deprived of it, many families became strangers to



their own culture by choice, long before the years of
raging state antisemitism.

All of this together formed a very interesting and prob-
lematic modern dynamic among post-Soviet Jewry.
It led to generations of Jews knowing almost nothing
about being Jewish and its meaning. According to the
large-scale survey conducted by the Euro-Asian Jew-
ish Congress, the Soviet legacy continues to allocate
a moderate role to religion in Jewish life, making the
connection between Judaism and Jewish identity less
straightforward.

Nevertheless, the growth of interest in Judaism and
religion in the post-Soviet years has indicated stable
“adherence” to Judaism in the broader sense. Observ-
ing “easier” and more social traditions, such as lighting
Hanukkah candles or attending the Passover Seder,
prevail over more demanding and personal aspects,
such as keeping kosher, Sabbath observance, or fast-
ing on Yom Kippur.

In general, 48% of those
surveyed do not consider
themselves religious, 27% say
they are observant, and 25%
found it difficult to answer.
While 43% reported that
Judaism is their religion, 14%
of those surveyed responded
that they consider both
Judaism and Christianity
their religion equally. Among
those who do not consider
themselves religious, 32%
still called Judaism their
religion above all others.

While the debates and even quarrels regarding what
it means to be Jewish among post-Soviet Jewry are
very much at their peak, we still witness the phenome-
non of post-assimilation and rising interest in Judaism.
So after all, we can make a cautious assumption that
the war on religions, declared a century ago by the
communists, given still lot of influence today, is gradu-
ally coming to its end.

Though historically, civilizational boarders, built by
religious institutions, alienation and religious wars,

brought much suffering and turned many people away
from religion, it has become obvious with time - it is
human misconceptions, that lead to distortions of reli-
gious ideas. In the wrong hands, religious attitudes are
subject to misinterpretation and can easily become
weapons. As the history of the last century teaches us,
those who strongly opposed religion, eventually came
up with a fanatic faith of their own.

Religion, for its part, was always an integral part of hu-
man civilization and culture and can serve as a signifi-
cant source of values, righteousness and wisdom.

Humankind has come a long way, and today we have
finally come to the ideas of acceptance, dialogue,
respect and multiculturalism, both in secular and re-
ligious societies. The fact that we see the world dif-
ferently does not mean that someone is necessarily
right and someone is wrong. This means that we have
something to talk about and can learn from each other.
As Jewish people say: “Not all wisdom was given to us
by the Almighty.”

In the modern world, we don't have to be identical to
feel unity in pursuing universal human values. We are
united by the same values that we draw from our sa-
cred scriptures and learn from our prophets and sages,
such as the sanctity of life, striving for a just society
and changing the world for the better.

When we don'’t try to outshout each other, we can be-
gin to distinguish voices and realize that often we are
talking about the very same things.
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'We Have No
Time-We Must
Save People'

Retrospective: the Jewish community of Ukraine —about the first days
and monthes of the war, which caught everybody off guard.

il

The war in Ukraine has been going on for more than a year. During this time,
according to the UN, more than 8 million people left the country. Half of them are
children. The Jewish community of Ukraine was severely affected as well. Before
the outbreak of the war, the Jewish community of Ukraine numbered more about
200 thousand people. The Euro-Asian Jewish Congress, which unites Jewish
communities in more than 20 countries, has an ongoing communication with the
Jewish community of Ukraine. We talked to its leaders amid a humanitarian crisis
to find out how the war has changed their personal lives and the life of the entire
community.



losif Akselrud, Director of Hillel CASE, Executive Di-
rector of the All-Ukrainian Jewish Congress

All branches of Hillel CASE - in Belarus, Moldova,
Georgia and Azerbaijan — function as usual, except
the ones in Ukraine. In almost every citywhere Hillel
operates, it is usually a key Jewish organization, while
Hillel in Chisinau (Kishinev) is truly showing miracles
of heroism nowadays. The Jewish community takes
out a huge number of people from Ukraine to Moldo-
va. From there, they are making Aliyah to Israel. Hillel
students work almost 24/7 and don’'t even hold their
own events anymore — there is no time for that. | am
sincerely grateful to our headquarters in Washington,
who provided support to the office in Chisinau so that
they were able to provide assistance to the refugees.

Most of the students of Ukrainian Hillel remain in the
country, while about a third left. In a couple of weeks
we are planning to relaunch our regional office opera-
tions from lIsrael. In total, the Ukrainian Hillel gathered
a community of about five thousand students. Almost
all of our activists, around 90%, are now acting as vol-
unteers.

The most beautiful and large Hillel chapter in Ukraine
—in Kharkiv — is now completely destroyed due to the
rocket attack. For us it was a big shock. The big Hillel
center was in the very heart of the city. For those who
used to attend it, that was a real tragedy, almost all of
the Kharkiv students and volunteers left - some went
abroad, some relocated to other cities of Ukraine. Only
two employees remained in the city. We are keeping in
touch and helping them as much as we can.

Some fellows, for instance, were evacuated to Lviv,
which remains relatively peaceful. Hillel there works
on humanitarian aid and the reception of refugees al-
most the same way as in Chisinau. Stu-
dents joined in helping the evacuation of
civilians at bus and train stations. They
coordinate their actions with the local
territorial defense, accommodate refu-
gees in the community center and at the
Hillel facility itself, distribute food Kkits,
help with finding medicines, and provide
first medical and psychological assis-
tance. They help the refugees to spend
their free time as well, just to escape the
horrors of war: they hold various educa-
tional events and arrange Shabbat ser-
vices. There are now more than 200,000
internally displaced persons in Lviv, while
more than a million people made their
way to the Polish border through the city.

A large volunteer center has been set up
at Hillel Odessa as well. They are helping

those in need, provide the elderly with food. In Dnipro,
Hillel volunteers prepared everything necessary to be
able to survive the state of emergency for a long time.
Activities continue no matter what: the recent cere-
mony of Kabalat Shabat took place both offline and
online.

Many students went to the front: some joined the terri-
torial defense detachment, some were drafted into the
army, some work in hospitals. 'm very worried about
the guys. One of our students is an ambulance driver.
Sometimes he gets so knocked down that he sleeps
right in his vehicle. Students and staff of the Hillel Kyiv
joined the volunteer organization Zgraya, headed by
our graduate Zhenya Talinovskaya. Our other star, llo-
na lichenko, works as a nurse in a hospital that was at
the epicenter of hostilities near the capital. Refugees
from Chernihiv were accommodated in the premises
of Hillel Kyiv at the request of the Joint Distribution
Comittee.

Mostly, students are busy with lots of volunteer work
now. Therefore, regular educational and entertainment
Hillel programs are significantly reduced. At the same
time, despite all the horrors of the war, we try to dis-
tract ourselves and hold some online meetings. For
example, we recently hosted an international online
Shabbat, attended by more than 100 people. Students
and leaders of the international Hillel took part in our
traditional Shabbat celebration and made kiddush to-
gether. Now we are preparing a project for Pesach. We
will conduct an online training for the guys, where we
will teach how to conduct a Seder. Such events are
now more than needed. It gives hope and inspiration. |
am sincerely grateful to those who are with us during
this difficult time.
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Liron Edery, Head of the Association for the Devel-
opment of Jewish Communities of Ukraine, Rabbi of
Krivoy Rog

| have been working 24/7 for weeks now, including
Shabat if necessary. We managed to somehow spend
the last Saturday without phones, this was already
a good sign. In addition to the community of Krivoy
Rog, I'm also responsible for the recently opened ref-
ugee and logistics centers in Uman. We provide food,
clothes, medicines for everyone who lives within 250
km from Uman.

At first, | have to say | didn't just hope this madness
wouldn’t happen — | was absolutely positive about it.
Moreover, if | were brought back in time, | would say
it one more time — this is indeed just some crazy idea.
| still don't quite comprehend what is going on. | just
don't have a rational explanation for it.

Before it all started, | ended up in Kyiv. Since | am the
head of the Association for the Development of Jewish
Communities in Ukraine, | do teach in Kyiv two days a
week and have to meet with people, politicians, etc.
That very Thursday, February 24, | woke up early, at
five in the morning, and received dozens of disturbing
messages and calls that Ukraine is being attacked. Of
course, | immediately got into the car and drove to Kri-
voy Rog for whole ten hours instead of the usual four
and a half.

Like everyone else, | was at a loss and did not under-
stand what was happening. The first reaction was an-
ger. But we organized evacuation routes very quickly,

-

thousands of people were evacuated without even
asking if they were Jewish or not. Then we bought
food and medicines, realizing that there could be a
shortage. It was enough for a few weeks. Then, frank-
ly, we calmed down a bit. We saw that Ukraine reacted
like one huge entity, like a living organism. The cities
did not give up, and this greatly encouraged everyone,
including the Jews. We are very proud of Zelensky. We
believe that Ukraine is a unique country with a Jew-
ish president, and we are ready to stay in Ukraine and
fight for its existence. It is a place where a large num-
ber of Jews have lived for at least the last 800 years.

| worked almost non-stop for two weeks until Purim.
On Purim, we worked almost until the start of the meal.
| told my colleagues in the synagogue, “Get ready for
a hundred people.” They told me, “What are you talk-
ing about? We evacuated thousands.” Eventually, two
hundred people came. | remember how | entered the
hall, and there were not enough chairs. And | person-
ally rushed to find them, apologizing to people for the
fact that we had not prepared for their arrival. It means
two things. First, the Jewish people tend to unite as
always, especially at such moments. Secondly, a large
number of Ukrainian Jews have not gone anywhere.
Mostly women and children left. We have 300 children
at school, 100 of them are abroad, and 200 are just
outside the city. The old people evacuated as well.
Those who are defenseless left. Many men sent their
wives and children away, while they themselves re-
mained in the city and helped in any way they could.

Ill tell you a story. In Uman, we organized a center for
the reception of refugees, because
Uman is kind of a transit point for
further departure abroad. It's like
a narrow bottle neck. At times, the
traffic jam there stretched for 10-
15 kilometers, people stood there
for more than a day. | recently got a
call from a woman who left Krivoy
Rog with her children on Saturday
at 6 am and reached Uman only
on Sunday afternoon. It’s only 250
kilometers away. Therefore, we
decided to establish a transit point
there for people who just need to
eat, sleep, and relax. One Saturday
I was in Uman. There were four
families that were just stuck in the
city. One of the families escaped
from Mariupol which has been
under massive attack. When the
“green corridor” was opened, they
decided to leave, which apparently



We made a big Shabat meal
for them. And they literally
cried all night, just looking
at the food.

was no less risky. They traveled 200 kilometers in 12
hours. They were searched at Russian checkpoints 10
times. Before crossing the Zaporizhia border, they sur-
vived a brutal rocket fire, and the Ukrainian troops, at
their own risk, not checking who was in front of them,
opened the gates at the checkpoint and let them in
without a search. Two grandmothers, a mother, a hus-
band and a small child. We made a big Saturday meal
for them. And they literally cried all night, just looking
at the food.

Now we are focused on one thing: saving people.
Almost nothing in Krivoy Rog is working. That is 600
thousand unemployed people. Therefore, it is more
difficult to provide the same attention to the sick, the
elderly, and others in need. It is better to take them
away and hand them over to people who can take care
of them, and switch to those who need our help here.

Routine is what we have lost with the outbreak of the
war. The return of routine will mean the return of con-
fidence. This will give us strength.

We are currently working on the Seder Pesach. As in
previous years, we plan to receive 600-800 people. It
is necessary to agree with the city authorities on indul-
gence in the curfew so that Seder guests could return
home later. We will not let them break us and we are
trying to keep working the way we worked in peace-
time.

200000+

Jewish people lived in Ukraine before the war

That night the chief nurse of the hospital near Cherni-
hiv was also with us. A road bridge was blown up there
last Friday. She and her son ran across the pedestrian
bridge, but her husband stayed in Chernihiv to repair
the car. And after she crossed the bridge, it was also
blown up. Chernihiv was blocked. This woman came
to us in Uman and also did not stop crying. Because of
the elderly parents who stayed there, because of the
husband who also did not leave. She must now take
the child abroad and return back to the hospital. And
these are only two stories.

The entire educational process in Ukraine has been
suspended. Children study at our school via Zoom -
but it has been only the first week. The principal of the
school claims that the presence is one hundred per-
cent: children do miss normal life.

If and when this craziness stops, then we will try to
get back to normality as soon as possible. But you
must understand: Ukraine will not be the same. It will
be a completely different country. It will be a European
country. We are confident that Jewish life will flourish
here even more.

Moshe Reuven Asman, Chief Rabbi of Ukraine

When it all started, | thought it was a bad dream. It
just didn't feel real. Understanding came when | saw
anti-tank ‘hedgehogs’ in Kyiv, when | heard the first
explosions of the rocket attacks, when planes and hel-
icopters covered the sky —then my world truly turned
upside down.

People divided into those who need help and those
who could provide it. We evacuated a lot of people and
continue to take them out of the city. | don’t have exact
figures on how much already left. Tens of thousands.
Including from hot spots — Chernihiv, Mariupol, Kharkiv.
At some point, those who need help overwhelmed
those who can help.

We help refugees find safe place, but of those who
have remained in their homes, there are many old peo-
ple who need medical care, food and water. Among
them many elderly people who used to have nurses at
home, and now they are left alone. People in war zones
are hiding in basements. Many of them have nothing,
no means to get out, and they also need help.
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At the beginning of the war, my phone was bursting
with calls, and as a result, we set up a call center of
my number: on the issue of evacuation — press 1, other
help - 2, volunteers’ help — 3. So you can’t call me di-
rectly any more.

At first, every volunteer in Kyiv did what he wanted.
They acted a bit like partisans. Then | realized that it
was necessary to create a system —and now everyone
is responsible for a certain type of activity: one pre-
pares food, the other collects medicines, the third is
responsible for logistics, the fourth delivers everything
by car, the fifth evacuates people. In addition, we have
teamed up with volunteer organizations. In order not
to interfere with each other, we act together. We made
an agreement on the medical equipment supply from
Israel, made a deal with Ichilov Center to deploy a field
hospital in Poland, in addition to Kokhav Meir, which
operates today in the Lviv region. We also deal with in-
dividual cases: someone was arrested, someone was
detained, someone disappeared. A lot of questions
have to be solved at the same time.

From the very beginning of the war, many people called
from Israel and other parts of the world and asked for
help, to save people from Mariupol, Irpin. There are
people who do not know where their relatives are and
whether they are still alive. Several families constantly

called me, and sometimes we simply have nothing to
tell them, there is no connection with these cities.

Most people try to return to everyday routine. At first,
people were scared because there was uncertain-
ty. Now we're even a little used to it. People began to
return to Kyiv from Western Ukraine. There they feel
like refugees, they have nowhere to live — but here,
they think, although it is hard and dangerous, but at
least they are at home. Not that the situation is much
better, but this is how human psychology works. Now
people are even going out. Recently there was a vio-
lin concert — one member of our community arranged
it. She is a volunteer. She has a Jewish family. Mom,
dad and three children - they run the kitchen at the
synagogue. Now she helps with cleaning and cooking,
but in peacetime she studied at the conservatory and
played the violin. And she decided to arrange a con-
cert, we showed it live on Facebook.

People come, join, try to help. Everyone offers some-
thing. We try to set tasks to everyone as far as we can.
We get alot of feedback from people. Many Jews, rab-
bis call from all over the world. They want to help, they
send humanitarian aid. In particular, the Euro-Asian
Jewish Congress helped at the very beginning. But
there is simply no time to track every donation and
thank people personally, we need to save people.




Shlomo Wilhelm, Chief Rabbi of Zhytomyr

I have been living in Zhytomyr for 28 years. During this
time, we managed to build a strong Jewish community
here. There is a cultural center, an orphanage, a syna-
gogue. The last months before the war, at least 400-
500 Jews gathered here during the week. Minyans,
prayers, Torah lessons, celebrations, events for the
elderly, youth activities, canteen, school. We survived
the pandemic and lived quietly, peacefully, we were
one hundred percent sure that no war was possible.
That it’s all just rumors.

On Thursday morning, February 24th, my wife was at
the Boryspil airport, on her way to Antwerp, to visit
her family on Shabbat. | stayed with the children. My
wife calls at quarter to five. Her plane was scheduled
to take off at 5:40, she was waiting for departure. But
the flight was cancelled. They said, “The war has be-
gun.” Everything was like a bad dream. | opened my
eyes. “War? What war? The confusion began. A few
minutes later | heard a siren, and then a loud sound,
as if something had fallen and exploded. Planes were
flying. Five minutes later | received a call from the town
where our orphanage is located: the children heard the
sounds, they are crying, what do we do? Five minutes
ago | was an optimist, but then it all changed in a mo-
ment. | understood: “That’s it, the war began, a rocket
fellin Zhytomyr. Our children will not live here while it is
happening.” The next moment | was already calling to
order buses from a friend, a Chabad envoy in the city
of Chernivtsi. Then everything was mixed up: one ho-
tel, another hotel, the buses to take the children there
and so on.

The third bus was ordered to the Ivano-Frankivsk re-
gion. While | stayed in Zhytomyr, | organized food for
people, storages, so that there would be something to
provide and help — including non-Jewish people too.
We bought 30-40 tons of products: sugar, flour, but-
ter, canned food. The synagogue was literally packed
with food. We began to arrange buses to the border
every day. We had a deal with three hotels: one
in Chernivtsi, the second in Yaremche, the third
in the Carpathians.

Then | received instructions from my superiors
that | also needed to leave the city, because
this way | could help more efficiently. And a
week after the outbreak of war, | also got on
the bus, and we went to Chernivtsi, and then
towards the border.

Our orphanage remained in Chernivtsi, but the
siren sounded there from time to time too, so
we decided that we needed to take them out of
Ukraine. Thank God, a great miracle happened,

thanks to the Ukrainian and Israeli authorities, who
made it possible to take all the children out — without
even passports. They were firstly transferred to the
city of Cluj in Romania. There is also a Chabad shli-
ach there. We were there for Shabbat. It was already
the second Shabbat since the start of the war. There
were about 150 people there. And another 50 people
from the Cherkasy community. Then we went to Israel,
where we got support from the Jewish National Fund
JNF-KKL.

That's it, the war began, a
rocket fell in Zhytomyr. Our
children will not live here
while it is happening.

Now the Jewish community of Zhytomyr is divided
into three parts: one part is in Israel, those who came
with us. The second part is in Chernivtsi, with is more
than 100 people. And more than 300 families, almost
a thousand people, remained in Zhytomyr. There are
also children there.

They are eager for peace. There are those who go to
the minyan all the time, work as volunteers and dis-
tribute the food. They are doing everything possible to
return to normal life. In the evening you cannot leave
the house due to curfew. But people are still trying to
live a normal life, trying to return to routine. Schools
have resumed learning only remotely.

After a month of war, people began to open up shops.
They understand that they need to try to live a life they
used to. Just like it happens in Israel at the times of
escalations. The Jewish school and synagogue in Zhy-
tomyr are guarded 24/7. Thank God everything is good
for now. Everyone is waiting for when it will be possible
to return back.
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'WhenlCome
Back, | WillKiss
Our Torah Scrolls'

Ten months after the war started, leaders of the
Jewish community of Ukraine talked about their
personal and collective experiences of the most
challenging period in the country’s history.



losif Akselrud, Director of Hillel CASE, Executive
Director of the All-Ukrainian Jewish Congress

During these months, Hillel in Ukraine has taken on new
rails. One of the areas of our activity — volunteering —
has increased dramatically. Today in all the cities

of Ukraine where Hillel works (including Chisinau),

the guys are volunteering almost 24 hours a day.
That's the most urgent need of the Jewish com-
munity today - for young people to help.

Moreover, in the Kharkiv office, which was
wrecked due to the bombing, the folks already
gather for Kabalat Shabat on Fridays. The Kharkiv
office is located in a building belonging to the city.
Our task: as soon as it is safe to return to Ukraine
- take the first flight and restore the premises. If
possible, we'll rebuild it with the help of the local
authorities. If not, we'll build a new one. But, un-
fortunately, we can't do anything while the bombs
are still going on. When the war began, most of
the Hillel students from Kharkiv moved to Lviv and
started to work there actively with locals. Several
of our participants stayed in Kharkiv, though.

Only a few people left Ukraine. Regarding exec-
utive staff, only myself, the program director, and
the two directors of the Hillel branches have mi-
grated. Most of the students stayed: the border is
closed for the boys in Ukraine, but only a few of
the girls left as well — about 80% remained. The
number of Hillel students has mostly stayed the
same. New participants are coming. They bring
their friends. The folks feel very needed there.
For example, our students in Kyiv deliver food in their
cars and don't ask for any money, even though it's hard
to get gasoline in the city. They feel at the center of
things: they come, pack food packages, deliver them,
and don't ask any questions.

In addition to volunteering, we hold regular programs,
combining offline and online. For example, Hillel's call-
ing card is Intellectual Wars. It's a big project that takes
place annually in Odessa and brings together about
150 students from many countries. Unfortunately, we
couldn’t make it live this year, so we held it online. More
than 200 people participated — even more than before.

Despite the tiredness of previous years from “Zooms”
and online projects, the need to get together in such a
terrible time is felt. So we hold events whenever possi-
ble. We have a project - a summer student forum. This
year we broke it down into five mini-camps. We held
them separately: in the Caucasus, Moldova, Crimea,
Belarus, and Western Ukraine. There were more than
80 participants, more than in the past years.

We need financial support. First, we have lost part of
our budget from internal sponsors. Our Board of Trus-

tees cannot support us for obvious reasons. In addi-
tion, there is extreme inflation in Ukraine: the salaries
we used to pay are just irrelevant today - it's impossi-

ble to live on them.

Hillel CASE/Tunens CASE
$-12m17

BosBpalleHne xapbKkoBCKUX pebaT B poaHoii ropos, ¢

3710 Bbina Tennas namnoeas BCTpeYa ¢ MacTep-knacTiy ...

Moshe Reuven Asman, Chief Rabbi of Ukraine

The situation has changed considerably recently, and
priorities have changed. At the beginning of the war,
we were engaged in evacuation. We were evacuating
tens of thousands of people. We had to build the logis-
tics so that everything would be quick. And that given
it was not clear how to move safely. Now — not that
everything has calmed down, the war continues - but
we managed to streamline this work.

Nevertheless, life is constantly making adjustments.
Today our volunteer work is delivering food kits, med-
icine, and generators. It's not just the Jewish commu-
nity that needs this: we help all people in need. There
are huge water problems in the southeastern areas.
The Euro-Asian Jewish Congress, represented by its
president, has donated devices for obtaining water
from the air. Recent rocket attacks have badly dam-
aged the city’s infrastructure. Machines for generating
light, heat, large generators, and stoves have become
abruptly needed. People can simply freeze to death.

We are also helping those who moved to Israel. My
son Shmuel opened a center to help repatriates.
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Many people are in Europe. Some of them began to
return when life in the capital stabilized a bit, although
| warned them not to go back because the situation
might change. And we saw this on the first day of Suk-
kot. My wife and young children returned, my son and
his children returned - and rockets flew right into the
center of Kyiv. The very next day, Kyiv was deserted -
and we sent our relatives to safety again. The situation
constantly changes, so | don't recommend people re-
turn now. The Kyiv administration says that a hard win-
ter is coming. There is already no electricity in homes
for most of the day. There is no water and no sewage.
This obliges us to act quickly. Let’s say the elderly live
on the tenth floor, and the elevators don’t work. Volun-
teers have to carry food to the tenth floor on foot.

Lately, new people who have not been in touch with
the community have been coming to synagogue. With
the start of the war, their connection to Jewry inten-
sified. The tough situation has awakened the Jewish
soul and identity. Those who want to help come, but
most of them need help themselves. Even non-Jews
come. | talk about Judaism and spiritual things in my
social networks, and tens of thousands of Ukrainians
are following me. | tell them about the Seven Com-
mandments for all humanity. They listen to the word
of mine, though they want to hear the word of G-d.
There is no anti-Semitism in sight. May God grant that
it will always be that way. There is a sense of cohesion
in the community. Even those not in good relations be-
fore the war are made up now. There is no time for
petty quarrels and arguments when there is a danger
to life. Former enemies have become friends and help
each other.

Mikhail Gold, journalist and editor-in-chief of the
Jewish newspaper Hadashot (Kyiv)

Since mid-March, Michael left his day job and began
recording the testimonies of Jewish refugees, posting

them on his Facebook page. To date, he has inter-
viewed about 150 people from half a dozen Ukrainian
cities. The result should be the Exodus-2022 portal
with published stories, photos, and videos in Ukraini-
an, Russian, English, and Hebrew. In addition, there are
plans to publish a separate Book of Testimonies with
50 of the most dramatic refugee stories.

“Observing the ‘exodus’ in the early days of the war, it
seemed crucial to record this slice of history because,
since World War Il and the creation of Israel, the world
has not seen such a flow of Jewish refugees. It is also
some kind of a point of no return for the identity of the
Ukrainian Jewish community on the one hand and the
Russian-speaking Jewish world on the other. You see,
except for one Ukrainian-speaking Jewish religious
woman, all my respondents chose to communicate in
Russian. At the same time, most of them see them-
selves not so much as Russian-speaking Jews today
but as Ukrainian Jews who speak (for now) the familiar
(Russian) language.

The last thing | wanted to do was to act as a journal-
ist, broadcasting my point of view, although | certainly
have one. My goal was to give a voice to people who
had survived artillery shelling and bombing, often in
basements, without electricity, gas, communications,
and minimal water and food, who had experienced
the tragedy of the evacuation, the pain of losing loved
ones, and so on. | urged them to focus specifically on
their personal experiences. Not what they had heard
from third parties or read in the media, but the events
they had witnessed and participated in.

The vast majority of those interviewed did not expect
war. Or rather did not believe that it would begin. And
when it did start, they hoped it would end quickly. Be-
cause, after all, this is the 21st century... The idea that
“we should not have been liberated from anyone” was
common. It does not mean that all respondents were
associated with their pro-Ukrainian stance. Still, for
everyone, the invasion of Russia was an apparent evil,
an act of undoubted aggression. Although, and it is



important to understand, the main blow was received
by the eastern and southern regions of the country,
where pro-Russian moods were quite strong not so
long ago. “What kind of compatriots are they to me?!”
asked an elderly from Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region,
whose house was destroyed by two Iskander rockets
at 3 a.m. His grandparents were shot by the Nazis in
the ghetto, his father is Jewish, and his mother is Rus-
sian.

Everyone had his own ‘Jewish” war experience. One
woman recalled how on Passover eve, she baked mat-
z0 on an old Soviet primus and then felt for the first
time “here and now coming out of Egypt”. Another,
when the electricity was cut off, used Hanukkiah as
a light to give her paralyzed mother an insulin shot. A
third, during the occupation of Mariupol, hid a Star of
David for the first time in her life.

These 150 people are not reducible to a common de-
nominator. Among them are students and the elderly,
secular creative elites and rabbis, successful entre-
preneurs, and those in need. People who knew almost
nothing about being Jewish (one respondent was told
three months before the war that her biological mother
was Jewish) and a Chabad family from Odessa with
13 (already 14) children, religious communities heads,
and heads of secular Jewish organizations.

Why did many choose to immigrate to Israel? Some
had relatives here, some sent their children to study
under youth programs, and for some, it
was the only way out — evacuation from
Mariupol, for example, was highly problem-
atic — Jews were sent to Russia, and only
then they (sometimes from Georgia) man-
aged to get to Israel. There are truly detec-
tive stories that you could make a movie
about. Though, with the current pace of life
and information flow, | don't have an illusion
that the world will not forget what these
people have gone through after a while.
Preserving these priceless testimonies is
all the more important as long as some are
willing to talk and others are willing to lis-
ten.

| still keep in touch with many of my inter-

viewers, such as a woman from Izium in the Kharkiv
region whose entire family (mother, husband, and son)
were Killed in a rocket attack. She was gravely wound-
ed and lay in her house for eight days without a roof
at -10°C until her neighbors found her. Now she is in
Netanya, still walking with a cane, and only recently
found out where her relatives were buried... | also keep
in touch with a refugee from Mariupol who was well
known in the city’s Jewish community, whose children

received a Jewish education (her daughter was ac-
cepted to the Beit Ulpan religious school in Jerusalem)
but who cannot get repatriate status. Unfortunately,
some refugees’ problems do not end after repatriation
but become of a different nature. However, that’s an-
other story.

Yosef-ltzhok Wolf, Chief Rabbi of Kherson and the
Kherson region

At the time of our conversation with the EAJC press of-
fice, Wolf, for personal reasons, had left Kherson with
his family - and hoped to return to the city soon. All this
time, he continued to remotely manage the affairs of
the region’s Jewish community. Before the outbreak of
hostilities, it numbered about 3,000 families.

“After the 24th of February, as you know, Kherson very
quickly came under the control of Russian troops. In
the beginning, the issue of lack of food and medicine
became acute. So we saved people from starvation.
And to this day, we are still doing that. Now, after the
withdrawal of Russian troops, the situation remains
dangerous. The city is under fire. There has been no
electricity and no water for weeks. The city is com-
pletely de-energized. You can imagine what it’s like
now when the temperature is already reaching sub-ze-
ro. We are still advising people who are struggling to go
to a safer place. The authorities advise people to leave
because it's obviously not easy for them to get the in-
frastructure working and water and light restored.

It is tough, but the community helps with food. Flour,
cereals, canned goods, water, household chemicals,
hygiene products — people can come to get it all. But
it is getting colder. The temperature in the houses is
dropping every day. Those who didn’t leave did so for
different reasons. Some - because of the elderly par-
ents, it's physically demanding for some to move from
one place to another. After all, it's a hard road. It is im-
possible to get there by the usual route. It takes 24
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hours to get somewhere. Some people can't leave the
city in such a difficult time, so they stay. Our job is to
help these people survive what is happening.

At a time like this, everyone wants a little support and
warmth. Indeed, people who were not involved in
community life before have become very active. | really
want to go back, but for now, | will stay with my family
for a while. As soon as | get a chance, Il be packing
right away. The first thing | will do when | return — | will
kiss our Torah scrolls. Then | will hug the people who
are waiting for our warmth.

Liron Ederi, Head of the Association for the Devel-
opment of Jewish Communities of Ukraine, Rabbi of
Kryvyi Rih

Every day, there are new nuances and ‘adventures.
The last two months have turned out very different
from the previous ones. At first, it was chaotic: people
worked 24/7, including Saturdays, helping evacuate,
buying food, medicine, and more. Then a flood of refu-
gees began. More recently, eight months into the war,
things have changed dramatically again. As a result of
rocket attacks, water, heating, and electricity are gone.
It's not a question of having or not having food. It's a
question of how to live now. You can remember what
happened yesterday — which is still possible to trace -
but it is almost impossible to comprehend how life has
changed as a whole.

In the public consciousness, there were several phases
of perception of what is happening: the first phase is
escape. The second phase — euphoria: we're winning,
everything is working out, everything is good. People
began to return to their homes to restore pre-war lives.
The third phase is going on now: there is still a sense
that we are winning but that the price will be very high.
From this point of view, everyone has to make a per-
sonal decision. One stays in the city despite the lack
of heating, water, and electricity — or temporarily goes
somewhere where it is easier. As it happens, most
Jewish communities have generators, wells, and heat-
ing systems of various forms. Because of this, we can
provide our people with accommodation, water, and
electricity today. For example, we didn’t have time to
make a well in our synagogue, but we had generators.
So we offer members of the community to live there
for a while. We will equip beds, and people will sleep
there.

More people have become involved in the life of the
community. My synagogue is full - this has never hap-
pened before. New people are coming. They observe
Shabat and holidays. The topics being discussed
around here range from simple physical needs — when
you can't drink at home, take a shower, or take the
elevator - to the fact that everyone feels much more
united now, able to tolerate much more. But no one
understands what the other side is trying to achieve.




A New Life of the
Jewish Community
of Moldova

Since the outbreak of war in Ukraine, the Jewish communities of

Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova have been closely cooperating,
providing practical assistance in evacuation, temporary accommodation,
and subsequent relocation. A special call center operates in Chisinau
(Kishinev) to help members of Jewish communities in Ukraine. Temporary
accommodation centers in Moldova have provided more than 14,000 Jews
and thousands of non-Jewish Ukrainians with the necessary food, housing,
medical care, and information support.

In February, the Jewish community of the Republic
of Moldova (JCRM) organized 11 temporary accom-
modation centers for Ukrainian Jewish refugees all
over the country. There they can receive necessary
information, a place to sleep, transportation, food,
and other services. According to Chairman of the
Jewish community of the Republic of Moldova and
Euro-Asian Jewish Congress Vice President Alexan-
dr Bilinkis, the Jewish community of Moldova acts
in coordination with the government of Israel, Israeli
Embassy, the Jewish Agency, and various religious
organizations in Ukraine. The main goal of these ac-
tions is to provide refugees with any assistance pos-
sible.

“We established a call center in Chisinau, which re-
ceives hundreds of calls daily from Jews from Ukraine.
Our colleagues organize evacuation buses from the
most affected regions of the neighboring country. We
welcome visitors and help in any way we can to over-
come this grief together. We have recently started
equipping special buses for people with special needs
who cannot endure a long journey. | want to note our
cooperation with Rabbi Moshe Asman, members of
the community in Ukraine, who are doing a great job,”
said Chairman of the JCRM and EAJC Vice President
Alexandr Bilinkis.
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"To Unite Around
UkrainianJewsis

Our Moral Duty'

In April 2022 EAJC President Dr. Michael Mirilashvili
addressed The Jerusalem Post London Conference

at Tottenham Hostspur Stadium.

Now — more then ever — it is a moment when we must
speak up in a hope that our voice will be heard. And
today we need to talk about peace.

Peace is not just a beautiful word. We say it too of-
ten, but sometimes we forget what it really stand for.
Peace is a great respect for human life, freedom and
opinions of others. It is a cooperation between people
and nations. It is an exchange of ideas, scientific and
technological progress. Peace is, first of all, humanity,
mercy and the holiness of life.

It is exactly what Judaism has taught the Jewish peo-
ple for centuries. If there is a cult in our tradition, it is
the cult of love for human life. Moses in the book of
Deuteronomy bluntly tells the Jewish people: between
life and death — always choose life. For the sake of life
and its salvation, we not only might, we are obliged to
violate one of the most important commandments —
the observance of Shabbat. In such case, the breach
becomes compliance. These days, many were im-
pressed by the photos taken on Shabbat, where reli-
gious Jews were sitting in front of computers with their
phones. One of them, Rabbi Zilberstein from Chernihiv,
explained to his little daughter that G-d had given him
a rare opportunity to save 65 lives. Even in the darkest
time, there will always be light.

Today is a dark time and we cannot but talk about
Ukraine and its tragedy. A terrible humanitarian crisis,
destroyed cities and fates, millions of refugees, com-
plete uncertainty and loss...

According to various estimates, about 200,000 Jews
and members of their families lived in Ukraine before
the outbkreak of the war. Jewish life in Ukraine spans
centuries. We know from a Jewish letter found in the
Cairo Geniza that already in the 10th century Jews in-
habited Kyiv. Many spiritual leaders of our people, rab-
bis, writers and politicians came from Ukraine.

Over the past 30 years, many Jewish communities
have developed in large and small cities throughout
the country: Kyiv, Odessa, Dnipro, Kharkiv, Zhytomyr,
Chernihiv. Today they are at war. Today, the future of
Jewish life there is in question.

Many Jews fled, someone, thank God, got to Israel and
with God’s help will find a new home here. But many
remained. And for sure, for many, life will never be
the same. We hear calls for help from local rabbis and
community leaders. Today, prayers in synagogues are
much more passionate, and the doors are open to all
those in need. A new reality is emerging and we must
deal with it.

Jewish life in Ukraine spans
centuries. We know from a
Jewish letter found in the
Cairo Geniza that already

in the 10th century Jews
inhabited Kyiv.
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We have no right to stay aside. We, the global Jewish
community and public figures, must do everything in
our power to stop the bloodshed, the human tragedy
and bring peace closer. We have an obligation to help
all those affected now and we will have to rebuild the
Jewish communities later on.

For 30 years, the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress, in co-
operation with the World Jewish Congress, has been
taking care of the regional Jewish communities’ needs,
and among them, of course, the communities of the
former Soviet Union countries. We supported them in
the most difficult times, we will support them now. We
immediately created a humanitarian aid fund for the
Jews of Ukraine. We support them in their needs, we
help the Jewish community of Moldova to accept and
accommodate refugees. We facilitate the evacuation
of people to Israel and help refugees in other European
countries.

We believe and pray that soon, the Jews of Ukraine will
be able to return to their regular peaceful life, but until
then it is our moral duty to unite around them, support
them and help them out of trouble.

Once, the world Jewish community rallied around the
fate of Soviet Jews. Then, they were deprived of al-
most all rights, but after decades of state anti-Semi-
tism of the USSR, in the post-Soviet countries, Jewish
life truly flourished. Young democratic societies have
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realized that anti-Semitism is an outdated disease that
must be fought with the strictest measures.

In recent years, we have seen a significant decrease
in acts of violence motivated by anti-Semitism in the
former Soviet Union countries. However, we have
to be vigilant. After all, most anti-Semitic acts in the
post-Soviet space are verbal: anti-Semitic judgments,
the spread of conspiracy theories, denial or downplay-
ing of the Holocaust.

Unfortunately, we already know that global crises al-
ways give rise to lots of anti-Semitic conspiracy the-
ories. We saw this clearly during the pandemic, we
see and note these phenomena now. We hope that
the positive dynamics regarding anti-Semitism in the
countries of the region will continue, but we are close-
ly monitoring the situation and are ready to deal with
potential threats.

Even now, some people allow themselves to express
the opinion that the wars are unleashed by the Jews.
But we, the Jewish people, know more than anyone
else the price of the terrible wars of the past. We know
exactly how precious and hard to achieve peace is to-
day. We know the specific price and the names of the
people who died in the struggle for a peaceful exist-
ence of the Jewish people and the Jewish state. Every
year in Israel, we devote a whole week to remind our-
selves of this price.
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Starting with 6 million lives lost in the nightmares of the
Holocaust to the 24,000 people who gave their lives
for the security of the Jewish State. The price is too
high.

Modern Jewish State was raised by wars, but our main
victories were achieved in peacetime. Science, educa-
tion, technologies aimed at improving the quality of life
and progress — these are the very priceless rewards
of peace.

Modern Israel is one of the technological leaders in the
world. It is a technological advance that has allowed
the small Jewish state to become one of the leading
forces in the region and the world. The role of the inno-
vation sector in the Israeli economy can be described
just by one fact: since the beginning of 2022, twenty
new so-called “unicorn” companies, private start-ups
valued at over a billion dollars, have appeared in Isra-
el. In total, there are more than 60 such companies in

the country — the second place in the world after the
United States. 6,400 start-ups per capita provide the
highest density of innovative business in the world.

In peace and security, Israel is ready to cooperate and
share its technology. Along with the Euro-Asian Jew-
ish Congress, | also lead the start-up companies Wa-
tergen and Vertical Field, aimed at solving the drinking
water crisis and ensuring food security in the world's
most problematic regions.

Vertical Field Urban Farms is an innovative and af-
fordable way to grow over 200 types of crops in any
indoor or outdoor urban space. The crops, which grow
to maturity within 21 days, can be easily planted and
harvested, they are pesticide-free and grown on beds

of nutrient-rich soil, providing everyone with nourish-
ing, healthy, and natural food.

Watergen-patented technology allows to produce
clean, fresh drinking water from the moisture in the air
without the need to connect to a water source. Our
technology has been recognized by the Israeli Ministry
of Economics as one of the 7 most innovative inven-
tions in Israeli history.

And now the countries of the Middle East are coming
to the same conclusion of cooperation and partnership
importance. The recently signed Abraham Accords
have already led to an unprecedented level of Israeli
cooperation with the Gulf countries. And our company
is part of this process. Together with our partners in
the United Arab Emirates we are solving the problems
of limited water resources in our region as well.

Our devices are already operating in 85 countries
around the world. We are espe-
cially proud that several of them
have been installed even in the
Gaza Strip, where almost two mil-
lion people suffer from a severe
shortage of clean drinking water.
Watergen was the only company
to work with the Israel Defense
Forces and local partners to in-
stall dozens of its devices in Gaza.
They are connected to solar pan-
els and located in hospitals and
other healthcare organizations.

Throughout history, wars have
often been waged over water
resources. Today we are doing
just the opposite — we are making
peace and building a common fu-
ture with the help of water tech-
nologies.

| am convinced that most con-
flicts between people and states are caused by the
lack of modesty and the desire to impose one’s views,
culture, and way of life on the opponent. But only true
modesty, acceptance and the ability to recognize the
right to a different view open the gates of understand-
ing and mutual respect. It seems to me that, first of all,
we have to admit our own mistakes and flaws, while
striving to see the opponent’s advantages and strong
sides. This is the essence of trust and respect, which
opens the way to solving the most tense problems and
reaching a true peace.

Because peace is beautiful, peace is what we must
strive for. Peace is what we have to talk about.



'If you could see what
witnessed in thefirstdays
of the war, youjust couid
notremain indifferent.

Newly elected EAJC Vice President Matvei Hutman
helps Ukrainian refugees in Austria.

Austria, among other countries, gave rights to long-term residence, access to
the labor market, medical services, and social assistance to Ukrainian refugees in
Austria, where they can obtain a humanitarian visa. According to officials, Austria
has already hosted more than 200,000 people. In addition, there are a lot of
private initiatives and volunteers that also help refugees. One of these initiatives
is the Coordination Volunteer Center opened by newly elected Vice President of
the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress Matvei Hutman two weeks after the outbreak

of the war. According to volunteers, they have already helped several hundred

people.

“If you could see what | withessed when | arrived in
Ukraine in the first days of the war, you just could not
stay indifferent.” This is how the EAJC Vice President
Matvei Hutman explains the reason why he is running
a volunteer initiative to help Ukrainian refugees in Aus-
tria. He was deeply impressed by the scene that he saw
on the road to the Ukrainian-Polish border, where lots of
cars stopped without gasoline and women had to warm
the hands of their children with their breath.

Matvei Hutman is a successful Austrian businessman.
He is a co-owner of the nation’s largest textile company
Palmers and runs real estate development firm Valetono
Development. Hutman is an active public figure, espe-
cially in terms of fighting anti-Semitism. As Vice-Presi-
dent of the EAJC, he now promotes the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, which was created in coopera-
tion with World Jewish Congress (WJC) experts.

However, after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, strategic
Jewish issues became less urgent. “Yes, we are a Jewish
organization, we certainly must take care of our commu-

nities. But we cannot differentiate people when it literally
comes to saving their lives,” he says.

Hutman’s initiative emerged quite spontaneously: he
traveled to Austrian railway stations and airports with his
employees, helping Ukrainians whose return flights were
canceled. They rented apartments with their own funds.
Then activists contacted local charitable foundations
and started to coordinate their work with volunteers.
Soon the Austrian authorities got involved.

Austrian citizens responded to the call for help much
more quickly, says Olga Skomarova, project coordina-
tor of the Coordination Volunteer Center. She adds that
sometimes, refugees hosted by a local family no longer
needed help from the Center because the Austrians
took care of the whole routine. “I was personally sur-
prised how helpful they are,” says the activist. “Our ac-
quaintances settled in a local family, which took all the
issues under control. They studied with the child, found
language courses for them, even tried to look for a job.
They are very much involved.”
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We are a Jewish organization, we certainly must take care of
our communities. But we cannot differentiate people when it
literally comes to saving their lives.

Skomarova explains that her Center coordinates work
with volunteers from both Austria and Ukraine. Most of-
ten, they contact them in messengers. Then volunteers
explain to the refugees how to get to Austria and meet
them upon arrival. They help them with bureaucracy,
housing, groceries and necessary services, such as psy-
chologists or social workers. In total, volunteers have al-
ready managed to accommodate about 200 Ukrainians.

One of them is Olga Polzikova (28) from Energodar. She
came to Austria with her four-year-old sister. When the
war began, she went to her relatives in Zaporizhzhia. Her
town was not safe because of the nuclear power station.
A few days later, she heard from friends about the Aus-
trian initiative of the EAJC Vice President and decided
to act. She was evacuated by train to the Polish border.

“The atmosphere there was not at all like in an ordinary
train,” says the woman. “There were a lot of people.
Usually there are 4 people in a coach compartment, and
here there were 15 people in each one: mothers, small
children, the elderly. People changed places, stood in
the aisles, someone laid down on the floor in the corridor
—the ride took a full day.

In Austria, volunteers helped Olga to find a small apart-
ment and enrolled her sister in the kindergarten. The
woman hopes to return to Ukraine in summer — her par-
ents and relatives remained there. “Even when you get
to Europe, you understand that there is nothing better
than home. Everyone wants to be with their relatives,
everyone feels sad, ” says Olga.

Matvei Hutman emphasizes the importance of helping
not only refugees, but also Ukrainians who have re-
mained in the country.

Hutman sees assistance to Austrian charitable organi-
zations with the delivery of humanitarian aid to Ukraine,
collected by local citizens, as no less important. Accord-
ing to him, the number of volunteers in his Center de-
pends on workload and counts up to 20 people at a time.

On the other hand, says Hutman, naturally, the longer
the war lasts, the less attention Austrian society pays to
it. He compares the situation to the security threats in
Israel, where “people unfortunately are getting used to
the terrible reality and learn to live with it.”

“People got used to this situation, and now collecting
free humanitarian aid is somewhat hard. Now, if we ask
someone to donate goods, then, at best, they can give
us some discount,” explains the EAJC VP.

According to volunteers, the vast majority of Ukrainian
refugees do not intend to stay in Europe for a long time,
even though some of the Ukrainian cities were signifi-
cantly destroyed. “We have several elderly women from
Kharkiv, they really want to return.” says Olga Skoma-
rova. “But they know at the same time that they literal-
ly have nowhere to return. Their houses are destroyed.
They say: “We will go anyway, we need to clean up and
rebuild our city, so we will return.” Even though they are
70 years old.”



Perspectives of the Jewish
Lifeinthe Region: From
Academic Point of View

Academic Chairman of the Institute for Euro-Asian Jewish Studies
prof. Ze'ev Khanin talks about the future of the Jewish life in the region.

The war in Ukraine has a significant impact on the Jew-
ish population and the organized Jewish movement in the
post-Soviet Euro-Asia, especially in two largest Jewish
communities of the region: Russian and Ukrainian. While
the long-term consequences are not yet obvious, we can
probably draw some initial conclusions and forecasts.

Local identity and new sub-ethnic Jewish groups

The first expected consequence of the war apparently
will be the exceleration of the ongoing processes over the
past two decades in the Jewish life of the FSU countries.
This includes a serious transformation of the sub-ethnic
group of Ashkenazi Jews. This is mainly due to the forma-
tion of new local Jewish groups: ‘Russian Jews’, ‘Ukrain-
ian Jews/, etc., who have their own, specific communal,
subcultural and ethno-political identity, and differ from
classical sub-ethnic Jewish groups (such as Georgian,
Mountain, Bukharian etc. Jews).

The factors in the formation of these new groups, which
are still very close to each other in terms of their cultural
and linguistic appearance, are:

o the loss of relevance of the collective ‘Soviet Jews’
identity, damaged by a new round of conflicts be-
tween the post-Soviet states, which demanded from
local Jews a completely different level of loyalty to
their countries;

o strengthening of the role of the fully post-Soviet
generation in the leadership of Jewish organizations,
whose self-determination mainly focuses on the lo-
cal Jewish identity rather than any other;

e a relatively stable identification with the transna-
tional Russian-speaking Jewish community, em-
braced by a system of closely related and friendly
ties of post-Soviet Jews and their families in different
states, with the focus on Israel.

Parallel processes are also taking place in other segments
of the transnational Russian-speaking Jewish community
outside post-Soviet Euro-Asia, including such phenome-
non as the ‘Russian Israeli’ community, the ‘Russian-Jew-
ish community of the USA, etc.

Emigration and demographic dynamics

One of the most visible results of the war is a significant
increase in both internal and external migration dynamics
of the post-Soviet Jewish population, including a return —
for the first time in the last 80-90 years in Europe - of the
Jewish refugees phenomenon. One of the consequences
of this process may be a significant redistribution of influ-
ence between the transnational Russian-speaking Jewish
diaspora centers, and above all, the demographic and po-
litical weakening of the Jewish communities of the former
USSR in favor of Israel and Europe.

According to the moderate estimations of the Israeli de-
mographers, the total number of persons eligible for re-
patriation to Israel — which in many ways also defines the
boundaries of the Jewish collective’ in post-Soviet Eu-
ro-Asia — was more than 900,000 people at the end of
2020. This number included about 240,000 representa-
tives of the ‘core’ Jewish population with a stable Jewish
identity, whose median age is approaching 56-58 years,
and most of whom are in mixed marriages. In also includes
about 210,000 people of homogeneous ethnic Jewish or-
igin who do not identify as Jews, and another 230,000
members of Jewish households who do not belong to
these two subgroups.

According to a comprehensive study of the FSU Jew-
ish population conducted by the Institute for Euro-Asian
Jewish Studies in 2019-2020, about a quarter of the re-
spondents expected to emigrate from their countries “in
the foreseeable future”, including a quarter in Ukraine and
a fifth in Belarus and Russia.
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Moreover, from 40 to 60% of these potential immigrants
named Israel as their destination. So the potential number
for the emigration of Jews and members of their families
as of 2020 could be estimated at 100-120 thousand from
Russia; 45-50 thousand from Ukraine and 5-7 thousand
from Belarus. Considering that about half of it could be
emigration to Israel, it was assumed that, unless some-
thing dramatic happened, the realization of this potential
would be significantly extended in time.

Indeed, the emigration from these communities through-
out 2021 and at the very beginning of 2022 remained fair-
ly moderate. But after the start of the war, we have wit-
nessed a sharp migration surge. According to the Ministry
of Aliyah and Israeli Integration, from the end of February
to November 2022, about 50,000 new repatriates arrived
in Israel from the countries of the former Soviet Union
alone (compared to less than 5 thousand in 2021, a little
more than 1 thousand in January 2022, and about 800
in February 2022), including 13,694 from Ukraine, 29,894
from Russia, and about 2,000 people from other post-So-
viet countries.

About 5,000 more potential repatriates, according to the
same data, are going through the process right now. The
majority are Russian citizens.

Accurate data on the Jews of the post-Soviet countries
who moved to the EU countries (primarily Germany) is not
available, but we can cautiously assume that there are
at least 8-10 thousand of them (according to other es-
timates, more than 15 thousand). It is too early to draw a
conclusion on how true the popular opinion is that Israel
is losing potential repatriates in favor of ‘better German or
British social assistance packages.

Therefore, we can assume that the majority of those who
in terms of the above-mentioned survey were not sure
about their emigration plans (26-41%) have now recon-
sidered their plans or intend to do so in the near future. A
significant part of the respondents, who at the time of the
survey did not intend to leave their countries (31-55%),
in the current situation probably changed their intentions,
too. Moreover, whereas Ukrainian emigrants are literally
fleeing the war, emigration from Russia is primarily mo-
tivated by negative economic prospects in that country,
disagreement with the policy of the regime, and fears of
isolation of the country from the civilized world.

Deconstruction and reconstruction of communities

The important question is to what extent these trends will
affect the stability and prospects of the organized Jewish
life infrastructure that has emerged in the FSU over the
past decades. This includes local and umbrella organi-
zations, educational, cultural and charitable institutions,
religious communities, memorial and other associations,
Jewish media, etc.

In Ukraine, at first glance, the revival of organized Jewish
life on the same scale against the backdrop of mass emi-
gration, even if part of the Jewish refugees return to their
cities, is hardly achievable. There is also a progressive

disintegration of the infrastructure of not only peripheral,
but also large Jewish communities (in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Dni-
pro, Odessa, etc.), accompanied by attempts to restore
the ‘organized core’ of such communities in other places.

One example is the effort of two Kyiv Chassidic rabbis,
Yaakov-Dov Bleich (Karlin-Stolin) and Moshe Reuven Az-
man (Chabad). Rabbi Bleich managed to partially recreate
his congregation in Budapest and the city of Ishava in the
Ukrainian west. Members of Rabbi Azman’s congregation,
were settled in Cyprus and Israel also retain a certain level
of community ties. However, it's not quite clear whether
these or other Jewish leaders, who are trying to imple-
ment similar projects, will be able or willing to return their
congreagtions to their places of origin and restore the in-
frastructure after the end of the war.

Some kind of reforming of organized Jewish life after
the end of the war, according to observers, is very much
possible, and the Ukrainian Jewish community, albeit re-
duced in numbers, will still need the entire spectrum of
social, educational, religious, and cultural services. The
Jewish community will remain an important factor and
symbol of the Ukrainian civil nation, with political and
lobbying needs and opportunities corresponding to this
status. However, it is too early to draw conclusions — the
real situation will become clearer after the end of the war.

It seems to be a somewhat different picture in Russia.
There, we should hardly expect a critical reduction in the
Jewish population in the main cultural, industrial and busi-
ness centers of the country or a complete collapse of lo-
cal communities — unless, of course, the authorities resort
to some extent to the open or informal anti-Semitic policy
for internal stabilization. However, this scenario seems
unlikely to us at this stage.

At the same time, if the Russian Federation does not
find itself behind a new ‘iron curtain’, we should expect
a significant increase in the number of Israeli citizenship
holders in this country. We can see it already among the
current wave of mass Aliyah. Some Russian citizens who
arrived in Israel after the start of the war, having received
Israeli citizenship, almost immediately returned back. Ac-
cording to the revealed data, about a third of the repat-
riates who arrived from Russia from late February to late
April this year have already left Israel. There are also those
who have settled in Israel for the time being, but when the
situation changes for the better, they will be ready to re-
turn. As a result, at least some of the Jewish communities
of large Russian cities may gradually acquire the features
of ‘expat communities’, similar to those that exist today in
Japan or the United Arab Emirates.

There is no doubt that this war, no matter how it ends,
will require a significant revision of a transnational Jewish
organizations’ strategy in relation to post-Soviet Jewish
communities. In addition to the current tasks of helping
the remaining communities, refugees or those who de-
cide to return back, there surely will be new challenges
and issues, requiring a fast response.
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Research and
Data-Driven
Decisions

In strategic decision-making, we rely on data from
professional surveys, opinion polls, and analytics,
which allows us to see the dynamics and outline

actual trends. We research the current state of
communities and share our results with everybody
involved in the Jewish life of the region.

Anti-Semitism,
Tolerance and Historical
Memory in the Post-

Jewish Identity
in Post-Soviet

Countries Soviet Space
research.eajc.org/en/identity research.eajc.org/en/antisemitism

research.eajc.org institute.eajc.org
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EAJC

Unites unique Jewish communities and organizations
in more than 20 countries from the Balkans and Eastern
Europe to the Far East and Oceania

The EAJC started in 1991-1993 when the Jewish organi-
zations of the collapsed Soviet Union became part of the
World Jewish Congress and formed in its framework a
Euro-Asian section, which, in addition to the post-Sovi-
et countries, also included small Jewish communities in
the countries of Central, Eastern Europe, and Asia. Later
on, the section was renamed the Euro-Asian Jewish Con-
gress.

In 2001, Congress entered the new century as an umbrel-
la organization operating independently under the aus-
pices of the WJC. In the first decades of work, under the
leadership of Mika Chlenov and the well-known public fig-
ure Alexander Mashkevich, the EAJC is gaining strength
and influence, implementing dozens of essential projects,
uniting and consolidating the Jewish life of the region.
During this period, organized Jewish life in the post-Sovi-
et space truly blossomed and took root.

In 2017, businessman and philanthropist Michael Mirilas-
hvili, who stood at the origins of the organization and for
many years supported the activities of the Congress as
First Vice President, was elected President of the EAJC.
A new chapter in the history of the organization begins.
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Today the EAJC is one of
the leading Jewish forces
in the region. The EAJC

is directly involved in the
Jewish life of the region,
represents and defends

the interests of the

Jewish communities and
the State of Israel in the

international arena.
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Focus Areas

Community Life and Historical Heritage

Every year we support Jewish communities and
organizations in the region. We participate in the
strategic spending of the communities, support
functioning projects and successful organizations
constantly encouraging new initiatives in the Jew-
ish world.

Jewish Education and Youth Activity

The EAJC emphasizes the fundamental role of the
younger generation in preserving the heritage and
developing Jewish life in the Euro-Asian region.
Therefore, we support youth creativity and innova-
tive initiatives by promoting the latest approaches
to Jewish education.

Ties Between Israel and Diaspora

The EAJC supports the State of Israel and helps to
strengthen its ties with the Jewish Diaspora and the
countries of the Euro-Asian region. The Congress
has established close relations with the Israeli gov-
ernment and the Knesset, the Israeli embassies in
the region’s countries, and the representations of the
EAJC member countries in the Jewish state. Further-
more, the EAJC regularly calls on Israeli politicians to
maintain and develop relations with Diaspora Jewry.

Fight Against anti-Semitism

The EAJC encourages state leaders to act against

hatred and violence towards the Jewish population
through diligent monitoring and appropriate legisla-
tion to combat anti-Semitism, historical distortions,
Holocaust denial, and the delegitimization of Israel.

Social Justice

Support for those in need is one of the essential
priorities of the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress. We
are doing everything possible so that people with
disabilities, families with low incomes, and those
in Jewish communities who need special care can
have a decent quality of life and receive compre-
hensive assistance.

Holocaust Legacy

The EAJC pays special attention to preserving the
memory of the Holocaust and supporting former
prisoners of the ghettos and concentration camps.
The preservation of historical memory, the fight
against Holocaust denial, and the inclusion of its
history in official educational programs are the key
priorities of the EAJC.
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EAJC Leaders and Team

The Euro-Asian Jewish Congress is our leaders: successful
businessmen and public figures, united by faith in a strong

and prosperous Jewish Diaspora, united around the Jewish
heritage and the State of Israel.
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