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Did you know that the idea that would become Project Ploughshares was conceived 
while co-founder Ernie Regehr was working in southern Africa in the 1970s? 

He noticed a pattern:

Zambia and Botswana were determined, as were other newly 
independent states in Africa, to assemble modern armed forces, with 
jet fighters, tanks and all the rest of the military paraphernalia that 
was assumed to be essential to modern security forces – all supplied 
by the arms factories of the North.

At the same time, it was obvious that the long-term viability of those 
states would depend on their capacity to provide for the human 
security of their citizens – education, health care and the economic 
wherewithal to meet daily needs of food and shelter. Tanks and jet 
fighters were not going to deliver human security; in fact they were 
an obvious impediment to reaching such goals.

After returning to Canada in 1976, Ernie explored the possibility of doing some 
research and writing on the theme of militarism and underdevelopment – notably, 
the role of the international arms trade in impeding social and economic progress 
in the developing world. Murray Thomson, then Executive Director of CUSO, 
responded with ideas and some seed money from CUSO. “Project Ploughshares,” a 
six-month project, was born.

In mid-1977, Ploughshares became an operating division of The Canadian Council 
of Churches.

Forty years of turning 
swords into ploughshares
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In the following four decades, we have been on a journey to pursue a more just, 
peaceful, and secure world, becoming in the process one of the premier peace-and-
security research groups in Canada. 

The vehicle: credible research. The foundation: a strong belief in the moral and 
humanitarian imperative to protect human life and reduce human suffering. The 
strategy: engage and work collaboratively with churches, governments, and civil 
society, in Canada and abroad, to advance policies and actions to prevent war 
and armed violence and build peace. The sustaining framework: our valued and 
generous supporters.

As we mark our 40th anniversary in 2016, Project Ploughshares remains committed 
to working diligently, and to the best of our ability, to advance policies and actions 
to prevent war and armed violence and build peace. The staff and Governing 
Committee of Project Ploughshares have geared up to mark this important 
milestone in our history, in a determined effort to better engage the public on issues 
of sustainable peace and collective security. 

While worthy of celebration, this moment in our history reminds us of all the work 
still to be done and pushes us to redouble our efforts as we launch another decade 
of work. The inescapable reality is that several key peace and security issues remain 
unresolved. 

Tensions between nuclear superpowers Russia and the United States—which carry 
a high risk of dangerous escalation—are reminiscent of their Cold War rivalry. 
Sabre-rattling in the Korean peninsula continues to destabilize the region and the 
world. Millions of children, women, and men, forcibly displaced from their homes, 
are testing the international community’s capacity to provide them with shelter and 
sustenance. The volatile Middle East is engulfed in multiple overlapping conflicts, 
now augmented by the violence of the Islamic State. Lethal autonomous weapon 
systems, which target and destroy enemies at a distance, are being developed. 

As we embark on the next leg of our journey in the pursuit of sustainable peace and 
security, Project Ploughshares looks forward to collaborating with a wide variety of 
partners to achieve public policies that, driven by principle and guided by evidence, 
best meet the interests of Canadians and the international community. 

Cesar Jaramillo,
Executive Director

Cover photo: Getty Images
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Nektarios Markogiannis/UN

Highlights

•	 Throughout 2015 Project Ploughshares 
draws attention to questions surrounding 
Canada’s $15-billion military exports deal 
with Saudi Arabia—the largest military 
export order in Canadian history —with 
opeds, interviews and news reports. 

•	 In February publishes Briefing 15.1: How 
Canada’s pursuit of military exports has left 
a trail of secrecy and lax standards

•	 In February staff attends first Arms Trade 
Treaty (ATT) Preparatory Committee 
held in Trinidad and Tobago. 

•	 In April the leaders of the Canadian 
Council of Churches’ 25 member 
denominations write to Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper about Canada’s 
involvement in the military response to 
ISIS in Iraq and Syria.

January to June

(September 27, 2016 / 10:57:31)
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•	 In April staff attend preparatory meeting 
for the First Conference of States Parties 
to the Arms Trade Treaty in Vienna.

•	 In June staff attend sessions of the 2015 
Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT) at the United 
Nations in New York.

•	 In June several ecumenical organizations 
in Canada publish a Federal Election 
Resource ahead of Canada’s October 
election.

Photo: Al Arabiya
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Highlights

•	 In August staff attends commemorations 
for the 70th anniversary of the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
Japan.

•	 In September in partnership with the 
MSCU Centre for Peace Advancement, 
Ploughshares hosts “Making a Killing? 
Canada and the Global  Arms Trade,” 
an event bringing together panelists to 
discuss the Canada-Saudi arms deal. 

•	 In October Project Ploughshares in 
partnership with The Simons Foundation 
and the Institute of Air and Space Law 
at McGill University, with support from 
the Space Policy Institute at George 
Washington University, publishes Space 
Security Index 2015—the 12th annual, 
assessment of international developments 
that have an impact on the security of 
outer space. 

July to December
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•	 In October staff attend sessions of the 
UN First Committee (Disarmament and 
International Security) in New York.

•	 In December Project Ploughshares, 
with Mines Action Canada, Les Artistes 
pour la Paix, Rideau Institute, Science 
for Peace,World Federalist Movement 
– Canada, and Canadian Council for 
International Cooperation, publishes 
an open letter to Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on Canada’s Accession to 
the ATT.

Photo: Andrew Wesley/DND
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Armed Conflicts

The number of armed conflicts in 2015 remained unchanged from 2014. There 
were 29 conflicts in 26 countries. No conflicts were removed from the Armed 
Conflicts Report and no new ones were added. The conflict in the Philippines, 
involving the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its military 
arm, the New People’s Army (NPA), had fewer than 25 deaths. However, it 
remained on the list as no formal ceasefire was signed and the death total for 
only one of the two preceding years fell below the 25-death threshold.

Africa continued to have the most conflicts (12), while the Americas had the 
fewest (one). In 2015, the three deadliest conflicts were Syria (55,219 deaths), 
Iraq (12,504), and Nigeria (10,933). Major conflict also occurred in Ukraine and 
Yemen. By contrast, low-intensity fighting continued to smolder in conflicts in 
Algeria (138 conflict deaths) and Kashmir (174 conflict deaths). On a positive 

note, the number of conflict deaths 
declined in Colombia and Burma. 
Significant progress toward peace 
was made in both countries.

For conflict summaries, an interactive 
map, and more relating to the Project 
Ploughshares Armed Conflicts Report, please 
visit www.ploughshares.ca.
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COUNTRIES HOSTING ARMED CONFLICTS IN 2014
Civilian and military deaths during current phase of conflict(s)
COUNTRI

lian and

Countries hosting armed conflicts in 2015
Civilian and military deaths during current phase of conflict(s)

1,000 – 10,0001,000 – 

10,000 – 100,000
Over 100,000
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*Project Ploughshares is audited each year by an independent accounting firm, and accounts 
are maintained in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. The audited 
financial statements are available on request.

Founded in 1976
Project Ploughshares is an operating division of The Canadian Council of 
Churches, with a mandate to advance policies and actions that prevent war 
and armed violence and build peace. 

Working with churches, governments and civil society, in Canada and 
abroad, Project Ploughshares undertakes research, dialogue and public 
engagement to prohibit the use, possession and manufacture of nuclear 
weapons; prevent the weaponization of space; control the supply and 
reduce the demand for weapons; reduce the resort to military force; and 
build sustainable peace in conflict zones.

Our print publications include The Ploughshares Monitor (quarterly), the 
Armed Conflicts Report (annual), Space Security Index, working papers, and 
briefings, as well as fact sheets and reports. The monthly Ploughshares 
E-Newsletter is a source of news and information about our programs.

Project Ploughshares is respected by government officials and politicians 
in Canada and abroad, who have come to expect high quality and accurate 
research, as well as forthright presentations of concrete policy options. The 
views of Project Ploughshares are listened to and sought out by decision-
makers.

Project Ploughshares consistently provides expert analysis and policy 
options to the wider community of nongovernmental organizations. We 
help shape debates on issues such as nuclear disarmament, space security, 
the arms trade, Canada’s role in Afghanistan, and Canadian security policy 
and spending. 

Project Ploughshares has a broad and engaged constituency in Canada 
that includes its nine sponsoring churches, a donor base of more than 
6,000 individuals, as well as foundations, religious orders, congregations 
and organizations. This informed Ploughshares constituency contributes 
generally to a higher level of public debate in Canada on peace and 
security issues.

(September 27, 2016 / 10:57:40)
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Governing Committee Paul Berg-Dick, Treasurer, Member-at-large • Paula Butler, The 
United Church of Canada • Jim Christie, Chair, member-at-large • Robert Clarke, Canadian 
Yearly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends • Samir Gassanov, Christian Reformed Church in 
North America • Debbie Grisdale, The Anglican Church of Canada • Karen Hamilton, The 
Canadian Council of Churches • Kathryn Hare, The Presbyterian Church in Canada • Scott 
Kline, Member-at-large • Reina Neufeldt, Member-at-large • Peter Noteboom, The Canadian 
Council of Churches • Lowell Nussey, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada • Colin Read, 
Canadian Unitarian Council • Jennifer Wiebe, Mennonite Central Committee Canada • Vacant, 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace 

Financial Report 2015
*Operating Fund

Donations 72.4%

Other 0.3%

Sponsors Grants 3.5%

Government Grants 2.6%

Non-Government Grants 21.2%

Total $832,896

Program 77%

Administration 10%

Fundraising 13%

Total $834,072

Source of Funds Use of Funds

Staff Kenneth Epps, Policy Advisor on the Arms Trade Treaty • Yelena Gyulkhandanyan, Armed 
Conflicts Report Team Leader • Debbie Hughes, Assistant to the Directors • Anna Jaikaran, Program 
Officer • Tasneem Jamal, Communications Officer • Cesar Jaramillo, Program Officer (until June 
2015), Executive Director (from July 2015) • Branka Marijan, Program Officer • Sonal Marwah, 
Program Officer • Matthew Pupic, Director of Finance and Development • John Siebert, Executive 
Director (until June 2015) • Wendy Stocker, Publications and Records Management Assistant • 
Barbara Wagner, Financial Assistant • Jessica West, Program Officer

Interns and Volunteers Wesley Collins, George Washington University • Chris Conrad, 
George Washington University • Christopher Cox, George Washington University • Emma 
Dreher, Wilfrid Laurier University • Dean Ensley, George Washington University • Andrea 
Harrington, McGill University • Nikolai Joseph, George Washington University • Phillip MacFie, 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada • Maria Manoli, McGill University • Kate McGinnis, George 
Washington University • Amanda Roy, George Washington University • Hilary Sadowsky, 
University of Waterloo • Trent Schindler, George Washington University • Rachel Urban Shipley, 
University of Waterloo  • Cassandra Steer, McGill University • Charles Stotler, McGill University 
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Project Ploughshares gratefully acknowledges the ongoing financial support of the 
many individuals, national churches and church agencies, local congregations, 
religious orders, foundations and organizations across Canada that ensure that our 
work continues.

We are particularly grateful to The Simons Foundation in Vancouver for its 
generous annual support. As well, we acknowledge the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada for funding the Peace and Human Security Internship Program.

In 2015 grants were also received from the International Development Research 
Centre and Parliamentarians for Global Action.

More than 6,000 individuals and organizations supported Project Ploughshares 
in 2015 at the Contributor, Associate and Sustaining Associate levels. The following 
individuals and organizations provided support at the Peace Advocate, Peace 
Builder and Peace Partner levels.

Thank you

Presentation Congregation, St. 
John’s

Ontario English Catholic 
Teachers’ Association, Toronto

Sisters of Saint Martha, 
Antigonish

Sisters of Holy Cross, Ottawa
St. Paul’s United Church, 

*Estate of Egon Homburger
Sisters of Providence, Kingston
*Estate of Russel G. Beairsto
Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto
The Daly Foundation
*Estate of Clifford Greg Morley
Holy Cross Fathers, Welland
The Stephen A. Furbacher 
Charitable Trust
Sisters of Charity of the 
Immaculate Conception, Saint 

John
Rev. Harold & Hiroko Alston
Rev. John R. Barker
Paul Berg-Dick
Winifrede W. Burry
Beverley Delong
Fellowship Christian Reformed 

Church, Edmonton
Margaret Franklin
Dona J. Harvey & Dr William 

Klassen
*Estate of Doris J Hatt
Paul Hunter
Ellen R. Judd
Audrey Kenny
Peter Kurita

Peace Advocate 
($1,000 or more)

Peace Builder 
($500-$999.99)

Gary & Brenda Leis
Margrith Loretz
Ronald MacFarlane
Catharine Mains
Robert Malcolmson
Michael Manley-Casimir
Ralph C. Martin
Rick & Nancy Martin
Johanna McKenzie
Margaret A. Motz
John & Lorraine Peters
Nancy & Ernie Regehr
John Siebert & Carolyn Wiens
Linda & Alan Slavin
Julie Stobbe
Phyllis J. Waters
John & Jennifer Wiebe
Anne Winter
9 anonymous donors
*deceased

Dundas
Ursuline Religious of the 

Diocese of London, Chatham
Scarboro Foreign Mission 

Society
Meadowlands Fellowship 

Christian Reformed Church, 
Ancaster

John Armstrong
Margaret Aubert
Brice Balmer
Scott Beech & Cynthia Lebold
Joan M. Bolt
Paul Born & Marlene Epp
Liwana Bringelson & Gloria 

Nafziger
Helen Brink
Mrs Margaret Burkhart
Drs. Juan Carlos Chirgwin & 

Kaberi Dasgupta
Bruce Cockburn
M. Lynne Cox
Diane Dias
Dr. Paul Dick, MD,
Otto H. Driedger
Alison Dugan
Joan M. Eakin
Mrs Mary Lou Eden
Judy Eising & Ron 
Groenenberg
Anton & Freda Enns
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Donald Taves Medicine 
Professional Corporation

The Howard Family Foundation 
Inc.
Felician Sisters of St. Francis, 

Mississauga
First Christian Reformed 

Church of Toronto
St. Aidan’s Anglican Church, 

Ottawa
Mary F. Alexander
G. F. Andrus
Florian Bail
Ricardo Bain
Mr. & Mrs. Michel Basek
Michael & Janet Bast
Dr. Gregory Baum
Lorna Beairsto
Mary Beech
Dr. Marianne Belau
Janis Belgum
Timothy L. Bergen
Don Best
Femmy & Grant Birks
Janet & Sterling Bjorndahl
Kenneth Blain
Jan Boers
Paul & Shirley Bruer
Maaike Buma
Susan K. Burns
John D. Buttars
Sue Ann Campbell
Jenny Carter
Margaret Casey
Orval K. Chapman
Jean Christie
The Rev. Dr. James T. Christie

Carole Christopher & Rick 
Pollay

Dr John A. Clark
Robert Clarke & Helen Jenks 

Clarke
Myra Anne Clarke
Penny Coates
Rick & Louise Cober Bauman
Robin W. Collins
Paul Connelly
David J. Cooper
Linda D. Cormick
Alan W. Craig
Elizabeth Craigie
Sheryl Cronk
Pamela Cuelenaere
Lawrence S. Cumming

Michel Desjardins
Leonard Dick
Leland H. Donald
Kenneth & Carol Drudge
Brian Duff
Michel A. Duguay
Margaret & Ross Dumoulin
Rev. Bill Dyer
David Edwards
Margarete Emminghaus
Elsbeth Epp Moyer
Daniel & Esther Epp-Tiessen
Victor & Rebecca Fast
Carol Fedrau-Ens
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Flinton

George Ford
Margaret Clare Ford
Donald E. Forsyth
John W. Foster
Don & Wendy Fraser
Ken & Linda Frey
Alice Frey
Thomas M. Fyles
Louise Gallie
Mr Gord Gater
Alain & Cindy Gaucher
Jane Gordon
Shirley Green
Malcom Griffin & Sharon M. 

Thompson
Lynne & Karl Griffiths-Fulton
Mary I. Groh
Jacqulin B Guthrie
Mr. W.J.N. Haggins
Mr. Connor Hannon
Ed & Jo-Anne Harder
Sarah Harmer
Ted & Judith Hayes
Yvonne H. Heerema
Hon. & Mrs. Paul T. Hellyer
Jenepher Hemsted
Donald Hepburn
John O. Hess
Henry G. Hiebert
Dr. Adam P Hitchcock
Gwendolyn L. Hollaar
Anne Holloway
John Hooge
Gordon Horner
Dr. Robert R. Hudgins
Juliet Huntly & Michael Cooke
Marlene A. Hutlet
Brian Iler
David P. Jackson
Colin Jackson
Darlaine & Burl Jantzen

Peace Partner 
($250-$499.99)

Nancy Fitch
Joe Foster
Steven Furino & Sabine Behnk
James Goertzen
Dr. Beverly & Mr Lou 

Goodwin
Frank & B. Leigh Greaves
Kathryn Hare
Chris Hart
Gerda & Gudrun Hesse
Dr. Gordon Hollway
Dr. David Howe
Dr. Margaret Hunsberger
Moira & Roger Hutchinson
Dr. & Mrs. C. Kenneth 

Johnstone
M. Elaine & Wayne Kinsella
Gerhard Klaassen
John T. & Alice Klassen
Ruth Konrad
Irene Lathe
Juanita C. MacDonald

Dr. E. Massarelli & Dr R. 
Thomas

E. Joan McConnell
R. Bruce McFarlane
Deirdre Melton
Dr Mehdi Meshgini
Paul Meyer
Robert & Margaret Nally
Marlene & Robert Neufeld
David Neufeld & Joy Waters
Genevieve & Donald Patterson
G. Wayne & Carolyne Pepper
Colin Read
Fred & Shirley Redekop
John K. Rempel
Celia Rodd & Atul Sharma
Christine Roulston
John Rozema
Lorne Siebert
Grant Snider & Sharon Cohen 

Snider
Tom Thomas
Karen Tjaden & Rob K. 

McClement
Gordon L. Toombs
Roger & Cynthia Townshend
Steve & Liza van de Hoef
Anne Van Egmond
Paul & Mary Anne Vanderham
Herbert & Barbara Whitney
Zane M. Williamson
Alisa & James Wilson
Dr. Lois Wilson
18 anonymous donors
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Donate online at www.ploughshares.ca and receive an e-receipt right away.

Bill Janzen
Mrs. William J. Johnson
Dr. Adrian B. Jones
Valerie Joosten
Larry J. Kelly
Marion D. Kerans
Herb & Nadine Klassen
Dr. Scott Kline
Sheila & Al Koop
David Kraatz
Tim & Janet Kroeker
Martin A. Kuhn
Ted Kuntz
Anne Lake
Sarah Lallemand
Patrick Landers
Raymond Larkin
Mr. & Mrs. H. Laurence
Alvin A. Lee
Robert K. & Emily Leland
Thomas M. Lennon
Edward Levinson
Cynthia J. Llewellyn
Ruth Loomer
Gail & Bill Lorimer
John G. Low
Mary A. MacEachern
Cathy MacKenzie
E. M. Iona MacLean
Robert & Nancy Mann
Derrick Martens
Robert Martens
Ralph C. Martin
Ronald J. & Gudrun L. Mathies
Dr. Tom Mayberry, MD,
Constance Mayor & Don 

Balanoff
Dr. Myra McCormick
James McDonald
Bill & Rosemarie McMechan
Alex McMillan
Dr. Ozay Mehmet
Joy M. & Dave Morris
Robert Moulton
Gerald Musselman
E. J. Napier
Michael Nash
Harold Neufeld & Dorothy 

Barg Neufeld
Sue Neufeld
Brenda Neuhofer
Hilde F. Neustaedter
Anne Newby
Gail Newell
H.H. Newman
Dr. David Nicholson
John P. Nickel
Michael Norman
Vicki Olds
Dr. Elizabeth A. Oliver-Malone
Albert Orban
Prof. E. M. Orsten
Marion Overholt
Alan & Alice Pallett
James Pankratz
Maurice & Marianne Perrin
Mary Anne Peters
Lara Petkau
Walter & Florence Pitman
Matthew Pupic
Lynne & Jerry Quigley
Hilda M. Regier
Esther M. Reimer
Larry Rich
Geoffrey Richardson
Mary Rigby
Gordon Ritchie
Glenn L. Rogers
Gordon J. Rogers
Chris Rolton
Dr. Donald Ross
Rev. Dr. Martin Rumscheidt
Ellen G. Russell
Peter Ryall
Judie Sahadeo
Herman Sallmen
D. A. Sanderson
Penny Sanger
Douglas Scott
Dr. Nola-Kate Seymoar
Dr. Thomas Shoniker
Catherine St. Pierre
Allan Stauffer
Agnes Struik
Stephen Stewart
Frank Testin

John & Norma Thiessen
John D. Thomas
Steven W. & Mary Anne 

Thomas
Andrew S. Thompson
John Thompson
Murray Thomson
Claire Veenstra
Fred Vock
Mark & Elisabeth Wagschal
D. Waldon
Jewel Walker
Colin & Sharlene Wallace
S. P. Walp
Norm & Marg Warren
Mark Weber
Byron & Ann Weber-Becker
John Whidden
Jonathan Whistler
Stephen Whitney
Rudy & Tena Wiebe
Jennifer Wiebe
Ernie & Charlotte Wiens
Linda & Erwin Wiens
Dr. Paul F. Wilkinson
V. Lorraine Williams
Prof. G. R. Williams
Anne Wills
Simon Sipen Wing
Jane Witherspoon
Anne Woods
Marc Zwelling
55 anonymous donors
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For more information please visit  
www.ploughshares.ca

or contact 
Matthew Pupic at 519-888-6541  

mpupic@ploughshares.ca

Your legacy 
for peace

You’ve dedicated your life to peace. 
You can continue to make our world a better place 
for generations to come by making a bequest to  

Project Ploughshares through your will.
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PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES
140 Westmount Road North
Waterloo ON N2L 3G6 Canada
www.ploughshares.ca
t +1 519 888 6541
f +1 519 888 0018
plough@ploughshares.ca

Donate online: www.ploughshares.ca

OUR MISSION
To advance policies and actions
to prevent war and armed violence
and build peace.

OUR VISION
A world without war —
a just world at peace.

Project Ploughshares is an operating division of The Canadian Council of Churches 
Charitable Registration Number 11883 0512 RR0001
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