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Even as the global public health crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
continued to upend our lives in 2020, Project Ploughshares endeavoured to 

adapt to the new reality in a way that allowed us to persist in our longstanding 
pursuit of a more just, peaceful, and secure world. We remained committed to 
building back better by exposing truths, analyzing the consequences of policies 
and actions, and promoting just solutions to problems related to conventional 
and nuclear weapons, emerging technologies, and the security of outer space.

Because the presence of a pandemic did not mean that the multifaceted 
security challenges facing Canada and the international community had gone 
away. Quite the contrary. The current security landscape continued to pose 
grave risks to international peace. And so the work of Project Ploughshares 
went on. 

We were active participants in international coalitions, including the 
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, the International 
Network on Explosive Weapons, Control Arms, and the Campaign to Stop 
Killer Robots. We were in the vanguard of a movement to develop norms on 
responsible behaviour in outer space. One major goal: to limit if not stop the 
weaponization of space, before it is too late. This work is essential, because 
human use of outer space has become so integrated with most daily activities, 
including communications, transportation, food production, and the provision 
of health and security services. 

In response to the Canadian government’s arguments in late 2020 for 
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continuing arms sales to Saudi Arabia, we laid out the flaws in their case. We 
repeatedly called upon Canada to meet its obligations under the international 
Arms Trade Treaty and existing domestic law.

In 2020, Ploughshares produced significant new work on the use of artificial 
intelligence and machine learning in defence and security applications that 
are being used by more and more militaries and police services around the 
world—including in Canada. This vital information helped civil society and 
ordinary citizens protect personal liberties and human rights—without which, 
there can be no true peace.

And, as we have for our entire history, we advocated for the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons, which could destroy all life as we know it and 
which must never be used.

The production of evidence-based research and the effective communication 
of the policy implications of such research to a wide range of stakeholders in 
Canada and abroad remained top priorities for us in 2020. 

In 2021, we are continuing this vital work. New initiatives, including public 
events, focus on disarmament education and public engagement. We continue 
to nurture and expand partnerships with likeminded organizations around the 
world. 

I invite you to read through our Annual Report for further details on our work 
in 2020. 
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PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES is a Canadian peace research institute with a focus 
on disarmament efforts and international security, specifically related to the 
arms trade, emerging military and security technologies, nuclear weapons, 
and outer space.

Project Ploughshares is the peace research institute of The Canadian 
Council of Churches.

Project Ploughshares operates out of the Kindred Credit Union Centre 
for Peace Advancement (CPA) at Conrad Grebel University College on the 
University of Waterloo campus. The CPA is home to University of Waterloo 
faculty and graduate students, as well as peace-oriented entrepreneurs and 
established local peacebuilding organizations.

Policy work and program implementation are often carried out in 
collaboration with other nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), in Canada 
and internationally. 

PLOUGHSHARES 
AT A GLANCE
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Project Ploughshares is a member of the following groups:

 h  International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons

 h  Campaign to Stop Killer Robots

 h  Control Arms

 h  Canadian Defence and Security Network

 h  Canadian Network to Abolish Nuclear Weapons

 h  International Action Network on Small Arms

 h  International Network on Explosive Weapons

 h  Canadian Council for International Co-operation

 h  Peacebuild.
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Technological advancements continue to pose new challenges for 
global security. While some applications have clear societal benefits, 
others threaten to be destabilizing and dangerous. 

In 2020 Ploughshares staff:

 h Conducted research on autonomous weapons and the 
responsible use of emerging technologies.

 h Engaged in consultations with government, academia, and civil 
society stakeholders on issues related to autonomous weapons.

 h Hosted a public discussion in Winnipeg on the issue of 
autonomous weapons.

 h Held an outreach event on autonomous weapons in Calgary with 
civil society and academic representatives.

 h Held a public event on Canada’s role in regulating autonomous 
weapons at the Ottawa Art Gallery.

 h Attended the Second Global Meeting of the Campaign to Stop 
Killer Robots in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

 h Participated in a virtual consultation on the impact of the global 
pandemic on national security hosted by the Canadian Defence 
and Security Network.

 h Organized a webinar on autonomous weapons, highlighting the 
need for Canadian leadership on this issue.

 h Participated virtually in the UNIDIR Innovations Dialogue: Life 
Sciences, International Security And Disarmament.

 h Participated in a webinar hosted by the Balsillie School of 
International Affairs on “The Future of Peace and Conflict.”

 h Attended the online forum on autonomous weapons and virtual 
discussions hosted by the Government of Germany.

 h Participated in a feminist foreign policy roundtable.

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
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The global trade in conventional weapons fuels armed conflict, 
props up tyrannical regimes, and contributes to the destruction of 
the built and natural environments. For more than four decades, 
Project Ploughshares has been collecting and sharing data on the 
Canadian trade and transfer of conventional weapon systems. Our 
research and analysis are intended to curb irresponsible arms sales, 
encourage Canada’s adherence to export controls, and support 
multilateral efforts to reduce the humanitarian threats posed by the 
global arms trade.

In 2020 Ploughshares staff: 

 h Virtually attended the 6th Conference of States Parties to the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT), as well as related preparatory committees.

 h Released our report Killer optics: Exports of WESCAM sensors to 
Turkey, which was a significant factor in Canada’s decision to 
suspend the exports of Canadian-made L3Harris WESCAM 
surveillance and targeting sensors to Turkey.

 h Were featured in several media reports on Canadian arms exports 
to countries where there is a clear risk of misuse, including Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia.

 h Testified before the House of Commons Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and International Development (FAAE) on the 
granting of arms export permits, with a particular focus on Turkey.

 h Continued to support efforts to create a political declaration that 
addressed the harm caused by the use of explosive weapons in 
populated areas, including through participation in consultations 
organized by the government of Ireland.

CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS CONTROL

PLOUGHSHARES 
RESEARCH



8 PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES

Earth is becoming more and more reliant on outer space for social, 
scientific, and economic benefits at a time when no clear regulations 
exist to prevent an arms race in outer space. 

In 2020 Ploughshares staff: 

 h Led a flagship project on the development of norms to support 
peace and security objectives in outer space. This work included:

• Compiling and coding 100+ primary documents related to 
outer space governance

• A survey of global space experts

• A global series of three interactive, virtual workshops 

• The presentation of elements of this research and its findings 
at the following events: Rand workshop on space norms, 
(September); Space Sustainability Summit (September); 
AMOS Policy Forum (September); Balsillie School of 
International Affairs, Global Insights (September); Wilson 
Center (October); International Astronautical Congress 
(October); Operating in Space: Current Multilateral Policy 
Issues and Challenges (UK Mission to the United Nations, 
October); Space Court Foundation/Secure World Foundation 
seminar "Reducing Space Threats Through Norms, Rules, and 
Principles of Responsible Behaviour” (December).

 h Program staff also transitioned the long-standing Space Security 
Index project into an online portal aimed at public education 
and knowledge mobilization. 

SPACE SECURITY

PLOUGHSHARES 
RESEARCH
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Nearly 14,000 nuclear weapons still exist. But arguments in favour 
of the purported benefits of possessing nuclear weapons are being 
strongly opposed by arguments that emphasize the humanitarian 
imperative for disarmament. Progress in achieving the abolition of 
nuclear weapons is hindered by factors that include the breakdown 
in the strategic relationship between Russia and the United States, 
the pursuit of a Mideast zone free of weapons of mass destruction, 
the overt nuclear deterrence policy endorsed by all NATO members, 
and the growing impatience by non-nuclear-weapon states over the 
lack of credible progress toward nuclear abolition. These factors 
and others underscore the precariousness of the global nuclear 
disarmament regime. 

In 2020 Ploughshares staff: 

 h Provided expert input for the webinar series organized by 
Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention; “Nuclear 
Disarmament in a World Emergency: Canada’s Responsibility” 
focused on the growing threat of a nuclear catastrophe in the 
context of the global Covid-19 pandemic. 

 h Collaborated with the Canadian Council of Churches’ 
Commission on Justice and Peace on an open letter urging the 
Canadian government to join the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons.

 h Strengthened our relationship with domestic and international 
networks working on nuclear disarmament, including the 
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, SEHLAC, 
Canadian Pugwash Group, Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention, and the Canadian Network to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons.

 h Produced commentary and analysis, including on the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (Iran nuclear deal) and on the 
anticipated entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS
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In 2020, Project Ploughshares 
prioritized disarmament 

education and public 
engagement through webinars 

and the publication of a series of 
reports.
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In 2020, Project Ploughshares 
prioritized disarmament 

education and public 
engagement through webinars 

and the publication of a series of 
reports.

PLOUGHSHARES 

ACTION
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Bruce Adema Christian Reformed Church in North America
Stephanie Brubacher Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
Rev. Dr. James Christie Chair, Member-at-large 
Bob Clarke Vice Chair, Member-at-large 
Dale Dewar Canadian Yearly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Kathryn Hare Treasurer, The Presbyterian Church in Canada (ended Nov. 2020) 
Dwayne Hodgson The Anglican Church of Canada (ended April 2020)
Matthew Lingard The Presbyterian Church in Canada (started Dec. 2020)
Reina Neufeldt Member-at-large  
Colin Read Canadian Unitarian Council 
Rebekah Sears Mennonite Central Committee Canada
Vacant Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace
Vacant The United Church of Canada 

VOLUNTEERS
Mark McWhinney Wilfrid Laurier University
Andrew Nicolardi Wilfrid Laurier University 

PLOUGHSHARES 

TEAM
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
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Julia Bandura Administrative Assistant
Christopher Earle Peace Researcher Intern
Kenneth Epps Policy Advisor on the Arms Trade Treaty 
Kelsey Gallagher Researcher  
Tasneem Jamal Communications Officer 
Cesar Jaramillo Executive Director 
Branka Marijan Senior Researcher
Matthew Pupic Director of Operations 
Ben Skinner Multimedia Assistant
Wendy Stocker Editor and Archivist
Barbara Wagner Donor Services Administrator 
Jessica West Senior Researcher
Erin Yantzi Peace Researcher Intern

STAFF

Jessica West Kelsey Gallagher

Cesar Jaramillo

Matthew Pupic

Branka MarijanTasneem Jamal



14 PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES

$864,286 $862,885

Project Ploughshares is audited each year by an independent accounting firm and accounts are 
maintained in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. The audited financial 
statements are available on request.

SOURCE 
OF FUNDS

USE
OF FUNDS

Donations
Government Wage Assistance
Government Grants
Sponsors’ Grants
Non-Government Grants
Other

TOTAL TOTAL

OPERATING FUND

Program
Administration
Fundraising

64.2%
18.2% 
11.5%

3.2%
2.5%
0.2%  

82%
14% 

4%  

FINANCIAL 
REPORT
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In 2020, thousands of individuals, organizations, and churches, 
including those listed in the following pages, generously 

provided close to two-thirds of our funding. 

We are also grateful to our sponsoring churches and to  
The Simons Foundation Canada in Vancouver for its generous 

financial support.

$10,000 or more

$4,000-$9,999

$2,000-$3,999

1 Anonymous Donor

Robert Clarke & Helen Jenks
Clarke

Dona Harvey

Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto
1 Anonymous Donor

$1,000-$1,999

Dominique Boisvert
Gerard Daechsel
Robert Fugere
Audrey Kenny
Catharine Mains

Johanna McKenzie
Margaret A. Motz
Nancy and Ernie Regehr
Leslie Shanks
Julie Stobbe

Karen Tjaden & Rob K. 
McClement

John & Jennifer Wiebe

Rev. Bruce & Joanne Adema
Margaret A. Aubert
John R. Barker
Marsha Copp
Dr. Dianne Fahselt
Carol Fedrau-Ens
Gerda & Gudrun Hesse
David J. W. Kendall
Gary & Brenda Leis
Ronald G. Macfarlane

Robert W. Malcolmson
Ralph C. Martin
Catherine O'Connell
Dr. Elizabeth A. Oliver-Malone
Lara M. Petkau
Wendy Stocker
Valerie & Robert Tamblyn
Lorraine & Elbert Toews
Roger & Cynthia Townshend
Anne Winter

Holy Cross Fathers of Sacred 
Heart Province

Sisters of Charity of the 
Immaculate Conception

Sisters of Providence of St. 
Vincent de Paul

Ursuline Religious of the 
Diocese of London (Finance)

12 Anonymous 

THANK
YOU
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$500-$999

John Armstrong
Susan Ball
Brice Balmer
Femmy & Grant Birks
Liwana Bringelson & Gloria 

Nafziger
Maaike Buma
Winifrede W. Burry
Peter Busby
John D. Buttars
Drs. Juan Carlos L. Chirgwin & 

Kaberi Dasgupta
Robin W. Collins
Dale Dewar
Dr. Paul T. Dick, MD
Dr. Walter Dorn
Otto H. Driedger
Alison Dugan
Judy Eising & Ronald 

Groenenberg
Anton & Freda Enns
Ken Epps 
Nancy Fitch
Katie FitzRandolph
Donald & Wendy Fraser
Louise S. Gallie
James Goertzen
Jane Gordon
Frank & B. Leigh Greaves
Lori Guenther Reesor & Barry 

Reesor
Edward W. & Judith Hayes

Margaret E. Henderson
Dwayne Hodgson
Dr. Gordon J. Hollway
John P. Hooge
Dr. David H. Howe
Moira & Roger Hutchinson
Marlene A. Hutlet
Doris R. Johnson
Dr. Adrian B. Jones
Lloyd Karges
John T. & Alice Klassen
Ruth Konrad
Martin A. Kuhn
Anne Lake
G. Bradley Lennon
Marina V. Lepp
Michael E. Manley-Casimir
Ronald J. & Gudrun L. Mathies
Constance Mayor & Don 

Balanoff
Karen McFarlane
Bill & Rosemarie McMechan
David Melhorn-Boe
Deirdre Melton
Carolyn Milke
Norah Morrow
Robert & Margaret Nally
David Neufeld & Joy Waters
Brenda Neuhofer
Howard H. Newman
Michael S. Norman
G. Wayne & Carolyne Pepper

Judith Quinn & Guy Lallemand
John K. Rempel
Peter & Nelly Rhebergen
Christopher Richter
Douglas J. Roche, KSG,O.C.
Christine Roulston
Lorne Siebert
Linda & Alan Slavin
Donald W. Snyder
James Stayer
Douglas Stollery
Tom Thomas
Gordon L. Toombs
Steve & Liza van de Hoef
Georgina Waldie
Jennifer Wiebe
Dr. Lois M. Wilson
Jane Witherspoon
Congregation of Notre Dame, 

Visitation Province Inc
Felician Sisters of St Francis 

Mississauga
LIUNA Local 183
St. Paul's United Church 

Dundas
Ontario English Catholic 

Teachers' Association
The Stephen A. Furbacher 

Charitable Trust
26 Anonymous 

$250-$499

Patrick Adams
Elizabeth M. F. Anderson
Muriel E. Anderson
Gorden F. Andrus
Mary Applegate
Sean Aubin
Ricardo A. Bain
Heather Barclay
Michael & Janet Bast
Lorna Beairsto
Mary E. Beech
Marianne Belau
Timothy L. Bergen
Helen C. Best
Sheilagh A. Best
Fiona Biln 
Kenneth Blain
Diane Blanchard
Daniel M. Blankstein
L. A. Bogert-O'Brien
Paul Born & Marlene G. Epp
Michael Borynec

Carol & Barry Brouwer
Douglas A. Brown
E. D. Pamela Brown
Roger F. Burrows
Charlotte & Mac Campbell
Jenny Carter
Margaret Casey
Orval K. Chapman
Jean Christie
Carole Christopher & Rick 

Pollay
Myra A. Clarke
Penny A. Coates
Rick & Louise Cober Bauman
Paul V. Connelly
Linda D. Cormick
Elizabeth Craigie
Sheryl Cronk
Pamela M. Cuelenaere
Lawrence S. Cumming
Derwyn Davies
Leonard B. Dick

Margaret & Ross Dumoulin
Rev. William Dyer
David R. Edwards
Michael Ensley
Don Evans
David W. Fallis
Victor & Rebecca Fast
Margaret Clare Ford
George H. Ford
Donald E. Forsyth
John W. Foster
Dr. Marie Fraser
Alice Frey 
Sara R. Frisch
Denis Garand
Gord Gater
Edith A. Gear
Rev. Dr. Bob & Louise Gibson
Peter & Sheila Gorman
Juliette Granger
Barbara Green
Lynne & Karl Griffiths-Fulton
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Ed & Jo-Anne Harder
Sarah Harmer
Hinrich Harries
R. Cole Harris
Chris Hart
Stig Harvor
Sherry L. Haynes
Marian D. Hebb
Yvonne H. Heerema
Ole Q. Hendrickson
John O. Hess
Henry G. Hiebert
Anne Holloway
Dr. Gordon H. Horner
Teresa M. Howe
Dr. Robert R. Hudgins
Marguerite E. Hunt
Juliet Huntly & Michael Cooke
Brian Iler 
David & Shirley Jackson
Colin M. Jackson
Darlaine & Burl Jantzen
John & Lorraine Janzen-

Kooistra
Valerie Joosten
Ellen Kaas & Tom Broadhurst
Irma Kaethler
Charles King
Herbert & Nadine Klassen
Joel & Haven Klassen
Sheila & Al Koop
Tim & Janet Kroeker
Ted Kuntz
Patrick F. Landers
Jacqueline Langlois
Raymond Larkin
Robert K. & Emily Leland
Edward Levinson
Ruth Loomer
Gail & Bill Lorimer
John G. Low
Robert J. Luker
Mary A. MacEachern
Catherine Y. MacKenzie
Paul MacKey
E. M. Iona MacLean
Robert & Nancy Mann
Dr. Elizabeth A. Massarelli & 

Dr. Ross Thomas
J. Wes Maultsaid & Deborah 

Grisdale
Rev Maylanne Maybee
Dr Tom Mayberry
Scott P. McBride

James K. McDonald
D. Colin McGregor
M. Jenny McMordie & Gerry 

Hébert
Paul Meyer
Paul S. Michaud
Joe Modeste
Dale & Susan Morland
Joy M. & Dave Morris
William & Gertrude Moul
Charlotte Mould Sharkey
Robert Moulton
E. J. Napier
Marlene & Robert Neufeld
Harold W. Neufeld & Dorothy 
Barg Neufeld
Aldred & Erna Neufeldt
Dr. Reina Neufeldt
Jan Neuman
Hilde F. Neustaedter
Gail Newell
Apraham Niziblian
Vicki Olds 
Jane Olson
Albert Orban
Prof. Elizabeth M. Orsten
Marion E. Overholt
Alan & Alice Pallett
Dr. Derek A. L. Paul
Mary Anne Peters
Reta B. Pettit
Franklin Pope
Matthew Pupic
Lynne & Jerry Quigley
Marcia Railer
Colin Read
Fred & Shirley Redekop
John C. Reesor
David Regehr
Morgan A. Regehr
Hilda M. Regier
Esther M. Reimer
Virginia A. Reimer
George H. Renninger
Geoffrey Richardson
Gordon Ritchie
Donald L. Roberts
William J. & Mary Ann 

Robertson
Shirley Ross
Ellen G. Russell
Peter L. J. Ryall
D. A. Sanderson
Robert W. Schellenberg

Dr. Nola Kate Seymoar
Dr. Thomas Shoniker
Robert Shropshire
Judith E. Skinner
Linda & Paul Snyder
Daphne Stapleton
Stephen Stewart
Arnold E. Suski
Eric C. Taves
Bruce Thacker & Linda Penner
John & Norma Thiessen
Steven W. & Mary Anne 

Thomas
Dave Thomas
Andrew S. Thompson
John R. Uttley
Bastiaan & Linda van Andel
Frederick M. Vock
Mark & Elisabeth Wagschal
Werner & Louise Waitkus
Jim Walker
Jewel P. Walker
Kathleen Wallace-Deering
S. P. Walp
Norman & Margaret Warren
J. Michael Watts
J. Mark Weber
Byron & Ann Weber Becker
J. Roy Weir
John Whidden
Jonathan R. Whistler
Timothy G. Wichert
Martha Wiebe & Dennis 

Gruending
Rudy & Tena Wiebe
Ernie & Charlotte Wiens
Linda & Erwin Wiens
Dr. Paul F. Wilkinson
Zane M. Williamson
Anne E. Wills
Dr. Janet Wood
Anne Woods
Carol Young
Mary Jane V. Zavitz-Bond
Basic Spirit Inc
St. Aidan's Anglican Church
Donald Taves Medicine 
Professional Corporation
Antle/Mears Charitable 

Foundation
First Christian Reformed 

Church of Toronto
76 Anonymous 
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Gordon & Erma Bauman
Olive Bayliss
Helen C. Best
Sam Boskey
Dr. Irma Coyne
Ann J. Gibson
Martha & Walter Langford
Benjamin Levin & Barbara 

Wiktorwicz
Dr Tom Mayberry
M. Margaret Murray
R. Daniel Norman
W. Robert Reid
Fr Ted Slaman
Linda & Alan Slavin
Christopher Springer

G. Clarke & Eleanor Topp
Millicent Travis Lane
Menai Wardle
Donald Taves Medicine 

Professional Corporation
10 Anonymous 

35 OR MORE YEARS OF CONSECUTIVE GIVING

Estate of Margaret E. Pointing
2 Anonymous

ESTATE GIVING
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Donate online at www.ploughshares.ca and receive an e-receipt right away  
or call 1-888-907-3223 (receipt issued by mail).

We know 2020 was a challenging year for everyone. 

But despite financial, emotional, and physical uncertainty 

you continued, in countless ways – including through the above note 

mailed, anonymously, to our office – to support us.

Thank you.

During these unprecedented times, the world is being reshaped. 

Together we can make it a more just, loving, and truly 
peaceful place.
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Project Ploughshares is the peace research institute of The Canadian Council of Churches. 
Charitable Registration Number 11883 0512 RR0001

WHAT IS PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES?
Established in 1976, Project Ploughshares is a Canadian peace 

research institute with a focus on disarmament efforts and 
international security, specifically related to the arms trade, 

emerging military and security technologies, nuclear weapons, 
and outer space.

WHAT DOES PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES DO? 
Project Ploughshares promotes informed debate, both in 

policymaking circles and among the general public, through 
high-quality research that is then presented to government; 

before international bodies such as the United Nations; and at 
roundtables, conferences, and in publications.

CAN MY DONATION MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Yes! Your donation allows Project Ploughshares to fund research 
and advance policies that ensure resources and energy are spent 
on resolving conflict and reducing armed conflict, not feeding it.


