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Berlin — Germany’s capital and probably
one of the coolest cities on earth. 

A place where you can live your life at your
own pace and be whomever you are. 
That’s this place in a nutshell. But if you’re
moving here, you probably need to know a
bit more than that. 

This guide will cover the basics you need to
know from the moment you land to that
glorious day when you feel like you know
enough to make the most of your
electrifying new home. 

Berlin 
at a glance

Berlin TV Towere

 (pictured

below)

Aerial view of Berlin

during a sunset
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The 
weather
Berlin’s climate is moderately continental. 
Translation: cold-ish winters (nothing a bit
of hot Glühwein won’t fix!) and warm-ish
summers. 
Depending on what you’re used to, “cold”
and “warm” can mean a lot of different
things, so let’s break it down. 

Average highs in winter are 3°C (37°F) and
lows can dip down to around -2°–0°C (28°
to 32°F). You can probably expect snowfall
between December and March, with
January and February usually being the
coldest months. This means you won’t have
to go full Arctic explorer with your outdoor
gear, but a heavy, rainproof jacket and
sturdy boots will serve you well. So will
gloves, scarves, and a hat.
Pro tip: Wear black. Everybody does. 

Oberbaum bridge

(pictured

left)
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Average high temperatures in
summer are 22–25°C (72–77°F)
and lows 12–14°C (54–57°F). The
word “pleasant” springs to mind. 
Spring and fall can be pretty
much everywhere in the chilly to
mild range. Layering is a good
idea, for those days when all four
seasons try to happen at once. 
It’s worth noting that heat gets
stored in buildings and
pavements, creating a private
little microclimate for Berlin. As a
result, the city can be as much as
4°C (7°F) warmer than its
surrounding areas. 
Germany is not a hazard-prone
region, so natural disasters are
rare. Floods and storms are the
most frequent natural hazards. So
while there’s no reason to worry
about it, just be generally aware
that sometimes weather happens.

https://www.thekitchn.com/recipe-german-gluhwein-238371


So you’ve landed in Berlin. Now what? 
The easiest way to get to the city depends on which airport you’re at:

If you’re at Berlin Schönefeld in southeast Berlin, the S-Bahn railway is a convenient
option. Even so, it’s still a 30 to 40-minute commute into the city, so if you have a lot of
luggage (you’re moving here, so you probably do) and can drop 40 EUR, get a cab. 

The new Berlin Brandenburg Airport (BER) is connected to the rail and road network.
The Airport Express and regional trains run four times an hour to Berlin Central Station.
The S9 and S45 S-bahn trains travel from T1/T2 into Berlin city center.
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Getting
connected 

 By law, even getting a burner SIM card in
Germany requires you to present your passport.
To get reconnected to the outside world, go to a
Vodafone shop and they’ll hook you up. Or check
out other available options here. You can also
use Verivox to compare cell phone plans. 

Arrival
So you’ve landed in Berlin. Now what? 

https://www.berlin-airport.de/en/travellers-sxf/index.php
https://sbahn.berlin/en/
https://www.vodafone.de/filialsuche.html
https://www.movingto-berlin.com/mobile-contract/
https://www.verivox.de/lp/affiliate/telko/?tunnel-partner=153&tunnel-sub-partner=559395&tunnel-campaign=14797_1619517898_9a20bf26a3a9d8cffa77c87731e70aa7&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_source=153_awin.com&utm_campaign=public_network&awc=14797_1619517898_9a20bf26a3a9d8cffa77c87731e70aa7&source_id=153


Here’s how to buy and ride a bicycle in Berlin
Berlin bike map
Check out this app for bike (and hiking) trips 
Best bike tours 

Area-wise, Berlin is a whopper of a city, but its infrastructure is so well-developed that
getting around is a breeze. 
A very Berlin thing to do is to take the S-Bahn for long distances and use a bicycle for
shorter trips. Bicycles are key to the Berlin way of life— true Berlin bikers will bike rain or
shine with appropriate gear. 

As with most big cities, you won’t necessarily need to leave your neighborhood that
much, but expats often cling to the U8 line (which connects Prenzlauer Berg, Mitte,
Kreuzberg, Neukölln)⼀ the yuppie hipster corridor. 
You won’t need to drive much either. Public transportation is reliable and  
safe. There are plenty of car shares if you do need one to pick something up  
from IKEA (in which case, Furniture Taxis are also worth checking out) or go for a little
road trip. Ridesharing is huge, too. Check out the best apps for that here.
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Getting around

https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/bicycle-in-berlin
https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/bicycle-in-berlin
https://berlinmap360.com/berlin-bike-map
https://berlinmap360.com/berlin-bike-map
https://www.komoot.com/guide/68/cycling-in-berlin
https://www.komoot.com/guide/68/cycling-in-berlin
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/blog/top-11-summer-bike-rides-berlin
https://velosock.com/blogs/blog/basics-of-winter-biking-commuting-year-round-on-your-bicycle
https://www.movingto-berlin.com/carsharing/
http://www.moebel-taxi.com/english.html
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/berlins-best-ride-sharing-apps/


Prenzlauer Berg is great for families and seriously charming.
Kreuzberg-Friedrichshain is ultra-cool and known for its nightlife. 
Schöneberg is a bit more chilled and low-key. 
Mitte is the central district. Museums and world-famous sights abound.
Neukölln went from a working-class neighborhood to bringing in a more artsy crowd.
Great bars, cafés, galleries, and vintage stores.
Wedding tempts with markets, parks, and striking architecture.

The best neighborhood for you depends on what type of Berlin experience you’re after.
Switching between neighborhoods can almost feel like moving to a whole new city, so
you’ll probably be doing quite a bit of research before you settle down.

If you’re the typical Berlin newcomer—young, looking for easy access to nightlife as well
as safety, you might want to look at these areas first: 

Neighbourhoods
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https://www.tripsavvy.com/prenzlauer-berg-berlin-neighborhood-4155663
https://www.tripsavvy.com/kreuzberg-friedrichshain-berlin-neighborhood-guide-4153839
https://awesomeberlin.net/berlin-schoneberg-guide/
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/articles/top-10-things-to-do-and-see-in-berlin-mitte/
https://www.tripsavvy.com/neukolln-berlin-neighborhood-guide-4154851
https://www.timeout.com/berlin/things-to-do/wedding-berlin-guide
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/the-10-coolest-neighbourhoods-in-berlin/
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/the-10-coolest-neighbourhoods-in-berlin/
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/the-10-coolest-neighbourhoods-in-berlin/


Call 115. This is the Bürgertelefon that helps Berliners get appointments. 
They don’t always speak English.

Book your appointment online through Terminvereinbarung.

The elephant cheerfully rampaging through the room is that yes— finding an
apartment in Berlin can be a little bit of a chore. 
Demand is high and the supply is lagging behind. So what can you do? 

Come prepared. In some ways, the rental market in Berlin is quite similar to other very
competitive markets like New York or San Francisco, where you need to come
prepared with a mountain of documentation. 

This could be anything from a cover letter to proving your ability to pay. It’s not a first-
come, first-served market. It’s almost like applying for a job or college—you need to
stand out!

For shorter-term leases, in touristy areas, and for highly competitive apartments, you
can expect to pay a deposit of two to three months’ rent. For flatshares, the deposit
can be as little as a couple of hundred euros. Note that most landlords do not allow
address registration for short-term rentals!

Look out for apartment scams. Don’t pay anything upfront. If someone is subletting
their apartment, make sure they have the landlord’s permission in writing. Avoid
Craigslist in Berlin; it’s entirely a scam. As with most things in life—if it seems too good
to be true, it probably is.

Start with Immobilienscout but also look for Facebook groups. Here’s a great resource
on apartment hunting. Everything you need to know about rental contracts is covered
nicely here. 
 
Be prepared to spend at least a couple of months looking for a permanent place.
(This is based on real-life experience, but your mileage may vary!) 

Registering your address is mandatory, so once you’ve moved in, you’ll need to get an
appointment for Anmeldung einer Wohnung. You can get an appointment at any
Bürgeramt in Berlin, not just the one near you. 

There are two ways to do this: 

1.

2.

Finding an apartment
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https://www.immobilienscout24.de/Suche/S-T/Wohnung-Miete/Berlin/Berlin
https://cherylhoward.com/find-a-flat-in-berlin/
https://www.settle-in-berlin.com/find-a-flat-in-berlin-apartement/
https://www.settle-in-berlin.com/find-a-flat-in-berlin-apartement/
https://berlinstartupjobs.com/moving-to-berlin/rental-agreement-contract/


Paperwork & banking
To get a bank account in Germany, you need a registered address. The apartment
situation can make this a bit tricky. Once you do get your address sorted, getting a bank
account can be pretty much instant or take a few days if you’re using a challenger bank
like Revolut, Wise, or N26 (we have an affiliate link for N26 you can use). If you can open
an account with one of these, our advice is to do just that and not bother with traditional
banks.
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https://www.revolut.com/
https://wise.com/
https://n26-eu.c2nwa3.net/y0Eav


Cost of living 

On average, a Berliner spends 24% of their gross salary on rent. Compare that to 45%
in Los Angeles or 44% in London.
A day ticket on public transport is 8.80 EUR in zone AB (note that at the time of writing,
masks are required on public transport).
Traveling by bike is 2 EUR extra.
A beer will set you back around 4 EUR, a coffee about 3 EUR, and a mid-range
restaurant meal something in the 25 EUR region. 
Entry to a nightclub is around 10 EUR, give or take a few. Basically, it’s hard to spend
big on the daily, unless you like to drink lots of cocktails.

Berlin is an affordable city. Yes, that is a murky term that gets thrown around a lot, so
here’s what we mean. While it’s not as cheap as Eastern European cities, as West/Central
European capitals go, Berlin is definitely on the cheaper side of the spectrum. You can
think of it as a nice middle ground.
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https://www.refire-online.com/markets/salary-rent-ratios-where-rents-in-germany-dont-eat-up-your-salary/
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/07/heres-the-share-of-income-that-goes-to-rent-in-cities-across-the-us.html
https://www.weetas.com/article/rent-income-ratio-17-major-cities/
https://www.wanderu.com/blog/cheapest-and-most-expensive-european-capitals/
https://www.expatistan.com/cost-of-living/berlin


Here’s a great overview of sporting options.
Different fitness classes.
A great app to test out different options.
Sports clubs and teams to follow in Berlin.
Outdoor swimming options.

Gym memberships start at around 20 EUR monthly and vary a lot based on the type of
gym and what’s included. Most clubs offer free trials so you can shop around and see
what you like. 

If you’re not a gym person, take advantage of Berlin’s bike-friendly atmosphere and
make your commute your workout. Indeed, cycling is popular—there are 7 bikes for
every 10 people in Berlin, accounting for 12% of the traffic. Plus, the city is almost entirely
flat, so getting around on a bike is easy as pie. 

More places to hang out and things to do: 
Tempelhofer field: An old airport that’s now a public park. Fly a kite, cycle, have a
picnic, or have a BBQ. A great place to hang out with family or friends or just get a
workout in. 

The Landwehr Canal: Whether it’s for people-watching, partying, a picnic, or to bike
along the canal, you’ll end up here sooner or later. There are 10 whole kilometers of this
canal, so find your favorite spot(s) and enjoy. 

Spending your time
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https://www.visitberlin.de/en/sports-events-leisure-sports-berlin
https://classpass.com/search/berlin/fitness-classes/4wTNigmoJsy
https://classpass.com/
https://www.fattiretours.com/blog/sports-teams-berlin/
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/outdoor-swimming-pools-berlin
https://www.tempelhoferfeld.info/


Try Happy Baristas in Friedrichshain for the best vibe. 
Feel like working from a café for the day? Start with MilchHalle or Kaschk. 
Don’t miss Ben Rahim, a small third-wave coffee shop with an  
Arabian twist. 
Berlin does cheesecake incredibly well, so check out Five Elephant and Princess
Cheesecake. 

If you’re thinking about  Berlin cuisine and the first  (and only?) thing that comes to
mind is currywurst (pork sausage seasoned with curry ketchup and served with fries),
you’re in for a  
treat. Because there’s so much more to the food scene in this city. (Although, let’s face it,  
you’re probably going to try currywurst sooner or later.  But that’s your own personal 
 choice, no judgment here.) 

For starters, Berlin has strong Vietnamese and Thai communities, so Asian food here is
excellent. Check out Monsieur Vuong, District Mot, or the hole-in-the-wall Com Viet (all
in Mitte). 
But the party doesn’t end here by any means... If you need to take your parents out for
German food, go to Lebensmittel in Mitte.

Best burgers: Shiso Burger. Affordable, accessible, unique. Salt N’Bone and Kumpel &
Keule (Markthalle Neun). Bürgermeister (the original one), Tommi’s (for classic
American). 

Looking for a good café? 

For fantastic veggie/vegan pizza, try St. Bess and thank us later. 
In the summer, check out Thai Park, where the local Thai community has been coming
together for 20 years to celebrate their culture and cuisine. 

Food
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https://www.top10berlin.de/en/cat/eating-257/currywurst-stalls-1259
https://www.dw.com/en/berlins-little-vietnam-reflects-divided-city/a-17518577
https://www.monsieurvuong.de/en/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g187323-d4283762-Reviews-District_Mot-Berlin.html
https://comviet-berlin.de/
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/10-traditional-berlin-dishes-you-need-to-try/


Lunches are sacred in Berlin. You’ll see roving bands of workers out for an hour
between noon and 1 pm. 
Service and VAT are included in prices, but a little extra tip is recommended.
For Friday night dinners, book ahead. Otherwise, you can show up. Berlin is very
vegetarian, vegan, and halal-friendly. 
And the most common disclaimer of the past year and a half: Depending on when
you read this, COVID-19 may have affected these restaurants and their opening times!

Döner. Yup, just one word. Döner. Trying to nail down the best döner (kebab) in Berlin is a
thankless task. They’re everywhere—no kidding, there are more kebab places in Berlin
than there are in Istanbul—and they’re amazing, so just knock yourself out. 
Fun fact: the döner kebab as we know it was actually invented here.

Fried Kimchi at Son Kitchen. Enough said. (Well, let’s say a bit more: Korean food has
become a big deal in Berlin over the past few years, and the selection is great.)

Things to keep in mind: 

... still hungry?
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https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g187323-zfp30-Berlin.html
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/etiquette-tipping
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/etiquette-tipping
https://www.veggievisa.com/vegan-food-guide-berlin/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g187323-oa30-zfz10751-Berlin.html
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/the-best-korean-restaurants-in-berlin/


Nightlife

Berghain, Berlin’s (and probably the world’s) most famous techno club, is inexplicable.
Although many have tried. If you're not effortlessly cool, you might not be allowed in. 
Sisyphos is another magical place that laughs in the face of one-sentence
descriptions. Go there for a seriously unique partying experience. There’s a handy
single-purpose website that tells you if Sisyphos is open on any given weekend. 
Griessmuehle in Neukölln is another iconic venue you’ll want to check out to
experience Berlin to the fullest. 

There isn’t a city on the face of this planet with a more legendary nightlife than Berlin. This
is a simple fact. The techno scene in Berlin is practically a religion. 

COVID-19 has changed the nightlife drastically and recovery will take time, but there is a
lot to look forward to:

Beware: Most places allow smoking inside! 
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https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/articles/10-types-of-people-youre-bound-to-bump-into-in-berghain/
https://hat-das-sisyphos-dieses-wochenende-auf.de/
https://djmag.com/news/berlin-clubbing-won-t-be-back-normal-until-end-2022-says-club-commission
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Although Germans have a reputation for being fairly reserved, making friends in Berlin
isn’t hard. With the right attitude, you can pick up new friends just by sitting near them
at a bar or at a picnic in the park.

 If you need more of an excuse to strike up a conversation with strangers, there are
lots of interest group meetups in Berlin. 

 Berlin is an almost impossibly cool city, so to fit in with the locals, be as chill as they
are. Have opinions but don’t be obnoxious. 

 Pro tip: Calibrate your small talk. Don’t ask people what they do, where they’re from—
basically anything that you would use to judge someone off the bat⼀like you would
do in the US, for example. Let them tell their story organically. 

Making friends

https://www.meetup.com/cities/de/berlin/
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The national and official language of Germany is—shockingly—German. Berlin being
the melting pot it is, you will survive here without mastering it. 

But you should at least make a basic attempt to learn. Chatterbug is a cool way to
learn what may at first seem like an intimidating language. 

There’s always Babbel too, of course, or you can choose between a host of other
resources that might work better for you, depending on your learning style.

The language

https://chatterbug.com/en/
https://www.babbel.com/course-description/learn-german-online
https://www.settle-in-berlin.com/learn-german-in-berlin/


In summer, find yourself a favorite lake among Berlin’s surprisingly large selection. 
Great for a day trip, neighboring Potsdam is a lovely city. Home to the stunning
Sanssouci Palace, among other great sights. 
If you’re a hiker at heart, check out Saxon Switzerland for a weekend trip. 
Cited with almost alarming frequency as one of the world’s most beautiful cities,
Prague is just a train ride away. Tickets start at 20 EUR. 
Direct flights to Mallorca also start at 20 EUR, if you need a Mediterranean getaway.
Which, let's face it, we all do every now and again. 

Why would you ever want to leave Berlin? 
But if you absolutely must see more of the world, there’s no better place you could
have chosen as your base. 

Flights are cheap, so all of Europe is at your doorstep: Schönefeld airport is a base for
both EasyJet and Ryanair. 

Some great places to start your exploration of the region: 

Travel in and out of the
country
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https://www.timeout.com/berlin/things-to-do/best-lakes-in-berlin
https://www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions-/potsdam-d-br-pt.htm
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/germany/saxon-switzerland
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/germany/saxon-switzerland


When buying drinks in bottles and cans, you pay a deposit (Pfand) that you get
back when you return the bottle or can.
Shops in Berlin may be closed on Sundays.
Restaurants do not serve tap water for free.
Shops and supermarkets don’t provide free plastic bags.
Spätis (Spätkaufs) are open late and sell anything you may expect to find in a
corner store. 
If you’re moving with children, this website is handy for finding things to do. 

Berlin is extremely LGBT-friendly. There are some areas where it might be a step too
far, but by and large, no one bats an eye. This is a great city to be exactly who you are. 
German bureaucracy isn’t that bad. You’ll need to face the red tape a few times
(applying for visas, converting your driver’s license…), but the overall experience is
perfectly survivable. If you need help with your visa and other paperwork beyond what
your employer is offering you, it might be worth hiring a relocation consultant.

If you want to embed yourself more deeply in the innovative Berlin ecosystem, you can
apply to join the international community of Factory Berlin, a great place to start as an
expat in tech or business.

Berlin is very, very dog-friendly. You can bring dogs almost  
anywhere, except grocery stores and some high-end restaurants. Keep in mind that
you have to register your dog and pay an annual dog tax.

Watch out for tourist traps. 
You probably won’t need to see  Checkpoint Charlie and the Brandenburg Gate more
than once. 
Kottbusser Tor (affectionately known as Kotti) can get a little rowdy at night. Be
careful.

Finally, don’t be afraid to explore. Berlin really has so much going for it and there will
always be something new to discover.

Tips & Tricks
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https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/berlin/articles/berlins-spati-culture/
https://berlinmitkind.de/
https://factoryberlin.com/
https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/hundesteuer#:~:text=In%20Berlin%2C%20you%20must%20pay,the%20tax%20once%20a%20year


Uber 
BVG tickets 
FreeNow for taxis 
Immoscout for apartments 
WhatsApp for communication

Basic 
survival 
apps
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Useful links for survival on your own
Tourist information—you might be a local now, but you should still see all the sights. Or
at least vaguely know what and where they are. 
A list of foreign embassies in Berlin. 
A thorough guide to German healthcare for expats. 
A list of emergency phone numbers. 
Detailed cost of living stats on Numbeo. 
The Berlin subreddit and The Local have a lot of information about the city.

https://cabify.com/en
https://www.visitberlin.de/en
https://www.berlin.de/en/tourism/travel-information/2917712-2862820-embassies-in-berlin.en.html
https://www.expatica.com/de/healthcare/healthcare-basics/a-guide-to-german-health-insurance-693463/
https://www.berlin.de/willkommenszentrum/en/everyday-life/support-in-emergency-situations/
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Berlin
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Berlin
https://www.reddit.com/r/berlin/
https://www.reddit.com/r/berlin/
https://www.thelocal.de/


We’ve barely scratched the surface. But that’s what
this guide is meant to do—give you a place to start.  
The information and advice in the guide has been
compiled (and is regularly updated) based on the
experiences of real-life expats in Berlin. We can’t
guarantee that your experience will be identical or
that you’ll like everything we recommended in these
pages. 

Now go out there, stay safe, and make the most of
your new home! 

Before we go

Thank you!


