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FUSILIERS NEWS

The Fusiliers – England’s infantry at its very best

The BOXER is the Army’s latest Infantry fighting vehicle and 1 
FUSILIERS have been selected as the first unit to use them

Challenger 3 
on the left, 

Boxer on the 
right 

The 1 October Fusilier Newsletter 

In this edition, read about the Fusilier Museum (London) 
volunteers and a comment about the Natal Carbineers.
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Fusilier London Volunteer 
Museum, Balham 

C  Company, 5 FUSILIERS can trace its lineage 
back to the 13 December 1859 with the 

formation of the 19th Middlesex Rifle Volunteer Corps. 
The Company was formed by Thomas Hughes QC 
and a few friends from the local Working Men’s 
College. 'Thos’ as he was known, was the author of 
Tom Brown’s Schooldays and an influential supporter 
of the Working Men’s Colleges in the post Crimean 
War years.


The Museum Curator, Ed Sokolowski (Ski) had the 
idea to try to find his grave. Located near Brighton, 
he, John Chase (ex-Fusilier Cadet Instructor at 
Balham and Museum Volunteer) and Andy Clyro (ex 
JNCO C Company back in the 60’s and 70’s and now 
Museum Trustee) made their way on a very rainy day 

to give the grave a right-old clear up. With 
permission from the cemetery staff, much hacking 
and chopping was conducted to reveal the grave. 
The grave now visible to all that wish to, including 
literary lovers.


An attempt to find the grave of first Company 
Sergeant Major, Philip Reed failed. He was originally 
buried near Croydon but in WW2 the Luftwaffe 
dropped their load directly on the cemetery, leaving 
no marker.

The Natal 
Carbineers 

In Christopher 
Dorman-O'Gowan's  

account of his recent 
visit to the Zulu War 
battlefields, he 
mentions individual 
regimental memorials 
at Isandlwana.  One is 
particularly poignant


"Tell them in 
England those 
who pass us by, 
here faithful 
to their charge her 
soldiers lie"  

Natal Carbineers - 
22-1-1879.  

The Natal Carbineers 
later became the 
Ingobamakhosi 
Carbineers, an infantry 
unit of the South 
African Army.


(Courtesy of Richard 
Adams)
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NOTICES

One-off payment for eligible war widows 

W idows of serving personnel who forfeited their pensions, prior to 2015, 
could be eligible for a one-off payment of £87,500.  Previously, rules meant 

that bereaved spouses, civil partners and eligible partners forfeited their pensions 
if they remarried or cohabited before 2015. 

The new joint initiative from the Ministry of Defence and the Treasury and is 
justified under a key principle of the Armed Forces Covenant. A key principle of 
the Covenant is that special consideration is appropriate in some cases, 
especially for those who have given so much, such as the injured and the 
bereaved.  The scheme and one-off payment are designed to support those 

whose spouses’ death was attributable to service. And is part of the government’s continued support 
for the armed forces, their families and veterans. 

How to apply	

The application window will open later this year. And all those who are eligible are strongly encouraged 
to come forward and apply.  The process will remain open for two years with support for applicants 
provided by the Veterans UK Call Centre. 

Welfare support will be available through the Veterans Welfare Service for those who require emotional 
support during the process. 

Minister for Defence People, Veterans and Service Families, Dr Andrew Murrison said: 

Our war widows have made a great sacrifice for our country and we will continue to support 
them in every way we can. This payment is a small but important step towards continuing to 
honour the commitment we have made to these brave people and we will continue to 
ensure they receive the recognition and support they deserve. 

And Chief Secretary to the Treasury John Glen said: 

The legacy of those who made the ultimate sacrifice for this country endures, and it’s only 
right that we honour that service by doing right by their loved ones. 

“This government will always stand behind our armed forces, their families and veterans and 
this payment is a token of our continued commitment to them.

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-defence
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-treasury
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/veterans-uk-contact-us#veterans-uk-helpline
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/veterans-welfare-service
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Fusiliers Direct - our modern day PRI Partner

Welcome to “Fusiliers Direct”, the official 

on-line shop for all Fusiliers - regular 

and reserve, Cadets, Fusilier veterans 

and Fusilier families. By making your 

purchases from “Fusiliers Direct” we 

receive back into the fusilier charity an 

annual percentage of the sales. This 

considerable sum is then divided 

by RHQ between the battalions 

and the association so all parts of

the fusilier family benefit.

Combat Clothing

Off Parade

Fusiliers Clothing

Survival Kit

Uniform Clothing & Accessories

Webbing & Carriage

www.fusiliersdirect.co.uk

fusiliers@regimentsdirect.co.uk
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020 3166 6909  
www.fusiliersconnect.com  

RHQ RRF, HM Tower of London, EC3N 4AB 

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE 
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family. 

Articles should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  
Get them to fusiliernews@outlook.com by the 25th of each month.  

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account.  

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy 
and whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them. 
Any mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended.

EDITORIAL POLICIES 
Photos 

 

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that 
those submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, 

obtained consent to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this 
is not the case or has a DPA related concern should contact the Editor.  

Non Endorsement of products or services 
 


The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not 
want to be seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question. 

The only endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from 
Fusiliers Direct or those that directly benefit the Regiment.  

Obituaries and Deaths  
Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter. 

Significant deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out 
by RHQ FUSILIERS. 
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