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FUSILIERS NEWS

The Fusiliers – England’s infantry at its very best 

When new Fusiliers complete their 
Infantry training at Catterick, they are 

welcomed into the Regiment by Officers 
and WOs from 1 FUSILIERS, as well as 

the Association

What’s in this 1 July 2023 issue… 

Read about new senior Fusilier appointments; 
5 FUSILIERS football successes in Cyprus;  

the renovated Normandy Day Memorial; 
reflections on the King’s Coronation; and news 
about Fusiliers at work and play…

New Fusiliers 
welcomed by  
the Fusilier 
Association
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Colonel of the Regiment’s 
Congratulations 

T he Colonel of the Regiment and all Fusiliers congratulate 
the following on their award of a CGS Commendation in 

the Military Division of The King’s Birthday Honours List 2023:	

• A/Major Steve Mitchinson 

• A/Major John E Roberts 

The Colonel also congratulates the following on their 
appointments:


• Brigadier J W Taylor MBE to be Head of Personnel Policy 
wef August 2023 based at Army Headquarters, Andover.


• Colonel TP Morris on his 24 month extension until June 
2026 as the Commander British Military Advisory Training 
Team, Vyskov, Czech Republic.


• Colonel BD Weston to be the Service Attaché at the British 
Embassy, Kuwait wef November 2023.


• Lieutenant Colonel SP Burton MBE on his selection to 
promotion to Colonel in August 2023 and appointment as 
Defence Equipment and Support LE VDM Land AJAX 
Production, based in Abbey Wood.

Maj Gen J Swift OBE 
Colonel FUSILIERS 
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The victorious 5 FUSILIERS football team in Cyprus

Ex FLYING HACKLE - 5 FUSILIERS 
football tour to Cyprus 

T he 5 FUSILIERS football team under CSgt Ronnie Collins  
travelled to Cyprus for a 7 day football tour from 28 May 

to 4 June.  During the tour, the team was based in Dhekelia 
station where the training was conducted throughout the 
week.  Training was intensive (twice daily) and took place 
0600-0800 and 1800-2000. 
 
The team played two games during the week, the first against 
Dhekelia Station (which 5 FUSILIERS won 4-0) team and the 
second against Episkopi Station which was a closer match 
but again won by 5 FUSILIERS 4-3.  Ronnie said:  


Yeoman 
Warder Terry 
Humphries 
Congratulations to 
Yeoman Warder Terry 
Humphries on the award 
of the Royal Victorian 
Medal (Silver) in HM The 
King’s Birthday Honours.  
Terry is the husband of Mrs 
Linda Humphries, the long 
serving Chief Clerk in 
Regimental Headquarters.	

[please	note	that	that	Regt	
Sec	originally	put	'long	
suffering'.	This	may	be	more	
accurate…]	

 The visit was a brilliant success, as it allowed us to conduct an overseas sports tour with 22 
players and coaching staff for the very first time. We could train as a team for 7 days and play 
two games of competitive football, which as a reserve unit spread throughout England is really 
difficult to achieve. 

We were back filled with 4 players from 1 FUSILIERS. One of the players leaves the regular army 
later this year, but after the Ex FLYING HACKLE tour he now wants to transfer to 5 FUSILIERS 
on a regular to reserve transfer.  


 So a great result all round.
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New Normandy Memorial in 
Nuneaton 

On Saturday 3 June at the annual Normandy Day 
commemoration, Maj Gen Paul Nanson unveiled a 

refurbished and 
updated Memorial in 
Nuneaton, Warwickshire. 


The original Memorial 
remembered the fallen of 
Nuneaton who had served 
in the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment. 

The Nuneaton Branch, led by Murray 
Richards, raised the necessary funds 
and also added a tablet for the Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers, remembering three local Fusiliers who 
died on active Service.

Regimental 
Medal for 
Dick Stamp 

On the 3rd of June 
in the Nuneaton 

Gurkha Club, Maj Gen 
Paul Nanson 
presented Dick Stamp, 
the Fusilier Association 
(Warwickshire) Bugler 

with the Regimental 
Medal. For many years 
Dick travelled the 
country attending  
Fusilier funerals and 
this award was warmly 
deserved.


Dick was a musician in 
both Regular and 
Reserve Fusiliers and is 
fondly still known to all 
as Drummie.

The Royal 
Regiment of 

Fusiliers 
tablet is on 

the right
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Reflecting on the Coronation of King Charles III 

T he funeral of our late Queen Elizabeth II showed that despite years of planning, 
it is always the unforeseen that disrupts carefully laid plans and important 

lessons were learned which, had it not been for 
those learned during the Jubilee Pageant earlier in 
2022, might have been even more painful. 


The Coronation was different. Despite having only a 
few months to plan and prepare for it, for those 
involved it was executed in a fitting and exemplary 
manner. There were so many firsts, from new 
badges and uniforms to new Colours that had to be 
made abroad (a long story and not for here), to all 
the bands being radio controlled, and marching 
contingents from all three Services and the 
Commonwealth arriving in London by train. That it 
all worked so well on the ceremonial side was down 
to the hard work and attention to detail from the 
Garrison Sergeant Major, WO1 A J Stokes MVO 
who rightly received a spontaneous round of 
applause after his briefing to all the Senior Officers 
and Key Players beforehand. 


There were some interesting discussions about the composition of the procession and the 
format of the final Muster in the Buckingham Palace Garden. The latter could not be rehearsed 

in detail because there was a Garden Party on the 3rd May and the 
lawn had to be undamaged. As it was, and despite the rain, all the 
pieces fitted together and the Three Cheers at the end which echoed 
back off the rear walls of the Palace was unforgettable. 


Stories from the Regiment’s representatives will no doubt take up 
space elsewhere, and those on parade acquitted themselves 
impeccably, despite the rain which was probably inevitable. In my 
case it was useful being off to a flank, hosting the Commonwealth 
Defence Attachés, but all the Fusiliers certainly looked good, did the 
Regiment proud and we were definitely amongst friends for this once 
in a lifetime experience.  


Maj (Retd) Andrew Greenwood, SO2 Plans MoD  

A relaxed Colonel FUSILIERS with 
Colonel LONDON GUARDS

Maj Andrew 
Greenwood shows 
off his allotment…
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PEOPLE AND PLACES

Former CO of 5th Battalion The 
Lancashire Fusiliers 

RHC Founder’s 
Day 

D rum Major Billy 
Knowles is an In 

Pensioner at the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea. 


He celebrated Founders 
Day on 8 June  along with 
Regt Sec, Asst Regt Sec 
and RHQ (S) Sec. 


SSM Lee Bott Light Cavalry 
HAC and ex-Maj 5 RRF (V) 
also attended as a steward 
for the event.

Former CO 5 LF,  Lt Col Geoffrey Rothband, attended the 2023 FA Cup 
Final having first seen Manchester City play in 19323

Taken 
from the 
Man City 

match 
brochure
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The D Day Lunch at Leamington Spa on 25 June

Armed Forces Day in 
Warwick - 24 Jun 23 

On Armed Forces Day, the St 
Nicholas Park, Warwick was 

crowded with families enjoying the 
weather and the Park's facilities. 


Entertainment included the Warwickshire 
Band of the Regiment supported by 12 
re-enactors ( including retired Major  
John Bartlett and Fusilier Lewis Betts) 
who engaged with the public explaining 
the Regiment's history in Warwickshire.  


Present was the Lord Lieutenant of the 
Shire, the local Mayors and Member of 
Parliament

The Normandy Landings 
Lunch 

On Sunday 25 June at the Leopard public 
house, Bishops Tachbrook, Leamington 

Spa, over 30 members and guests from the 
Warwick and Leamington Branch of the Fusilier 
Association (Warwickshire) met up. 


The purpose was to mark the Anniversary of the 
D Day Landings of 6 June 1944. Some members 
had earlier this month paid respects at the 
Memorial to the 2nd Battalion,  The Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment situated at the site of the 
1944 battle for Lebisey in Normandy.

After a warm Armed Forces Day in Warwick
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,

The Jewish Military Association 

T he Regiment Secretary and Col Martin Newman, late Fusiliers, at the 
National Jewish Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum after 

attending the annual Jewish Military Association (AJEX) Commemoration 
service on 21 June.  A moving service in glorious weather.

Two faultless performances 

A ntonio Socci, the Bandmaster and Bugler from 
the Warwickshire Volunteer Band, played at the 

AJEX event, as well as playing for the RAF Regiment’s 
Annual Commemoration Service on Armed Forces’ Day 
on 24 June.  


At both events he performed faultlessly, as expected, 
which was noticed and appreciated by all who 
attended.
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Ladies Dinner Night in Blyth 
The Ashington and St George's Branches of the 
Fusilier Association (Northumberland), held a 
Ladies' Dinner Night on 5 May 2023 in Blyth, 
Northumberland.  


There were 94 members and guests present for 
the sole purpose of thanking our ladies for their 
fantastic support and patience over the many 
years we have served in the military.   It was a 
great night with presiding Officer Maj (Retd) Joe Foster and guests Col (Retd) T Laker RA 
and Maj (Retd) John Armstrong Chairmen of the Fusilier Museum, Alnwick.

Queens Division Golf match 

T eams from the PWRR, FUSILIERS and R ANGLIAN Regiments met at Shirley Golf Club, 
Solihull on 22 June for the annual triangular golf match. 12 person teams from each 

Regiment battled against each other on 
a fantastically well presented course and 
in great weather. 


The eventual winners were the PWRR, 
who retained the trophy. The FUSILIERS 
were a close second. 


Many thanks to the Fusiliers Golf 
Society (FGS) and especially Stewart 
Almond & Johno Johnson for organising 
a great day of golf and comradeship.


If there are Fusilier golfers out there who 
want to join the FGS you can find details on Fusiliers Connect in the FGS Group. 

Stewart and the FGS are always looking for new members.

Guess the 
average 
age…
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NOTICES

Central Branch RRF Annual Dinner 
Sat 7 Oct 23 
The Central Branch RRF Annual Dinner will be held on Sat 7 Oct 23 at the 

Village Hotel, Coventry Business Park, Dolomite Avenue, Coventry CV4 9GZ.  


For more information contact Pete Fazakarley.

Pete 
Fazakarly is 

on 07896 
478623 or 

petedeb@talk
talk.net
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Fusiliers Direct - our modern day PRI Partner

Welcome to “Fusiliers Direct”, the official 

on-line shop for all Fusiliers - regular 

and reserve, Cadets, Fusilier veterans 

and Fusilier families. By making your 

purchases from “Fusiliers Direct” we 

receive back into the fusilier charity an 

annual percentage of the sales. This 

considerable sum is then divided 

by RHQ between the battalions 

and the association so all parts of

the fusilier family benefit.

Combat Clothing

Off Parade

Fusiliers Clothing

Survival Kit

Uniform Clothing & Accessories

Webbing & Carriage

www.fusiliersdirect.co.uk

fusiliers@regimentsdirect.co.uk
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020 3166 6909  
www.fusiliersconnect.com  

RHQ RRF, HM Tower of London, EC3N 4AB 

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE 
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family. 

Articles should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  
Get them to fusiliernews@outlook.com by the 25th of each month.  

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account.  

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy 
and whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them. 
Any mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended.

EDITORIAL POLICIES 
Photos 
 


The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that 
those submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, 

obtained consent to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this 
is not the case or has a DPA related concern should contact the Editor.  

Non Endorsement of products or services 
 


The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not 
want to be seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question. 

The only endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from 
Fusiliers Direct or those that directly benefit the Regiment.  

Obituaries and Deaths  

Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter. 
Significant deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out 

by RHQ FUSILIERS. 
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