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In Zadar, the love for good food plays an imperative role 
in everyday life. The local people are extremely passionate 
about their regional cuisines and will happily inform visitors 
about the food they should try while on vacation. As Zadar 
houses a plethora of restaurants that offer traditional, modern 
and fine dining experiences, travelers will be spoiled for 
choice and will be exposed to some truly amazing dishes.
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The best cuisines to try in Zadar: Below is Truly Croatia’s guide 
on where to eat in Zadar, for every budget and style, including 
locals’ favorite places.

Fine Dining

There is something magical about 
having a fine-dining experience 
next to the breathtaking 
landmarks that reside in 
Zadar. Michelin-recommended 
restaurants such as Foša and 
Kaštel offer excellent dishes made 
with seasonal ingredients and 
provide stunning views of the 
surrounding ports and the historic 
defensive walls. 

Modern Cuisine

Foodie or not, you can find a 
place to eat that matches your 
culinary preferences in Zadar. 
Many of the best restaurants 
in the city are modern eateries 
that take traditional dishes and 
creatively transform them. The 
chefs in these culinary gems 
produce some of the best food 
in Zadar - and prices are set to 
match the experience.

Traditional Food

Zadar’s traditional cuisine is 
named after the Dalmatia region 
and it is a unique representative 
of Mediterranean cuisine. 
According to researchers, 
Mediterranean, and Dalmatian 
cuisine is among the healthiest 
in the world. It is based on 
simplicity, naturalness, sea 
products and agricultural 
products that are being produced 
on farms in the hinterlands.



Zadar is a modern tourist destination that has an immensely 
rich gastronomic offer. From street food vendors, patisseries, 
and trattorias to praised local taverns and exclusive fine dining 
venues, you will be satisfied, no matter your taste or preference.

Address: Obala kralja Tomislava 1, Zadar 
Reservations: +385 23 316 159

Ranked on Tripadvisor as the 
number 1 restaurant in Zadar, Butler 
Gourmet & Cocktails Garden offers 
a wide variety of local Croatian and 
Mediterranean cuisines. Located in 
the old town of Zadar, the sea views 
will leave you mesmerized as you 
expose your palette to traditional 
Croatian dishes. 

Address: ul. Špire Brusine 12, Zadar 
Reservations: +385 95 826 8194

If you are looking for great service 
at an affordable price, look no 
further than L’Osteria 12. The 
stunning courtyard setting and the 
wide variety of modern cuisine will 
leave you wanting to come back 
for more. L’Osteria 12 specializes 
in exquisite seafood dishes and 
has an extensive selection of 
local and international wines.

Address: Bedemi Zadarskih Pobuna 13, Zadar 
Reservations: +385 23 494 950

A Michelin restaurant that also 
showcases panoramic terrace 
views, there are very few fine-
dining experiences that will come 
more highly recommended. While 
specializing in Mediterranean cuisine, 
Kaštel also demonstrates an Italian 
influence. 
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Located beside the Adriatic Sea, Zadar is a captivating and 
breathtaking city comprised of experiences that will appeal 
to all travelers. An explorer’s dream, Zadar’s streets are 
alive with history. Roman ruins, fascinating museums, and 
top-notch restaurants lay behind every corner. Begin your 
day by exploring the beautiful beaches and mix of cliffs and 
mountains that Zadar has to offer and end your day by gazing 
at one of the world’s most breathtaking sunsets.
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The best Zadar landmarks: Truly Croatia’s guide on where 
to visit in Zadar for every budget and style, including locals’ 
favorite places.

Sights & Sounds

You’re truly spoiled for choice 
when it comes to activities and 
sights to see! Visit Zrmanja River 
Canyon and listen to the calming 
sounds of the waterfalls and 
surrounding nature. The high 
number of beaches and beautiful 
islands provide the perfect 
backdrop for a relaxed vacation. 
Or, let the architectural marvel 
that is the Zadar Sea Organ 
serenade you with its intriguing 
musical capabilities. 

Museums & Galleries

Whether you have an interest in 
the arts or history, Zadar houses 
museums and galleries that 
will transport you to a moment 
in time and tell you stories 
that perfectly encapsulate the 
city’s rich heritage. Two of the 
top museums in Zadar are the 
National Museum Zadar and The 
Permanent Exhibition of Religious 
Art. However, if you are looking 
for a more unique experience, 
look no further than the Museum 
of Ancient Glass. 

History & Architecture

Zadar is a beautiful and thriving 
city in which both old and new 
heritage seamlessly blends. Here, 
you will witness a combination 
of medieval architecture such 
as Romanesque ruins and 
churches that contrast with 
more contemporary and unique 
installations such as the Greeting 
to the Sun.



Church of St. Donatus
The Church of St. Donatus is located in the heart 
of Zadar city and is an impressive example of 
pre-Romanesque architecture. Today, the church is 
used for musical performances, due to its excellent 
acoustic features. 

Archaeological Museum
Home to more than 100,000 archaeological 
artifacts, the Archaeological Museum in Zadar 
is an intriguing and well-arranged exhibit that 
showcases the history of Zadar and the surrounding 
lands from prehistoric periods to the Middle Ages. 

Zadar Cathedral
With today’s appearance dating back to the 12th 
and 13th centuries, Zadar Cathedral is one of the 
oldest in Croatia. With a breathtaking exterior 
and interesting interior, it is easy to feel the 
monumentality of this building. 

The People’s Square
The People’s Square is the center of public life in 
Zadar. Learn more about the customs and  
traditions of Zadar, visit one of the nearby cultural 
attractions such as the City Guard or the City Loggia. 
Also a great location to relax and have a coffee.

Sea Organ
On the northwestern corner of Zadar’s Rivas is one  
of the city’s unique attractions. This art installation 
was designed by architect Nikola Bašić in 2005. The 
Sea Organ creates notes at random by way of sea 
waves and tubes underneath the marble steps.

Five Wells Square
Built in 1574, during the blockade of the Ottoman 
Empire Army, this picturesque square is surrounded 
by medieval city walls and is located next to the 
Botanical Gardens. Learn the history of the five 
ornamental wellheads that give this square its name.

Museum of Ancient Glass
Unique cultural institution that presents a collection 
of over 5,000 various glass objects, The Museum 
of Ancient Glass dates back to the 19th century. 
As well as presenting a beautiful array of glass art 
pieces, the museum offers live glass-blowing.

Exhibition of Religious Art
Some of the most valuable masterpieces and 
collections in Croatia, The Permanent Exhibition 
of Religious Art showcases the beauty of Zadar’s 
gold and silver artifacts as well as other precious 
items such as embroideries and manuscripts.

The Greeting to the Sun
Designed by Nikola Basic, the Greeting to the Sun 
is a fascinating art installation comprised of over 
300 photo-sensitive glass plates. During the day, 
the glass plates absorb sunlight and transform 
into an amazing light show from sunset to sunrise.
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Spread throughout Zadar are a number of neighboring villages 
and diverse regions. Whether it be the historical setting of the 
old town or the tranquil and calm atmosphere that can be 
found in neighborhoods such as Voštarnica and Višnjik, there 
is a region in Zadar that will appeal to everyone.
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Old Town is the perfect place to 
start exploring the wonders that 
Zadar has to offer. A perfect 
marriage between historical and 
modern elements, Old Town is 
home to many historic churches 
and cathedrals while also being 
a stone’s throw away from more 
modern installations such as 
the Sea Organ and The Greeting 
of the Sun. Avid historian or 
inquisitive vacationer, Old Town 
has a little bit of everything.

Why this neighborhood:

- Great place to explore  
 everything that Zadar has  
 to offer
- Excellent area to witness  
 Zadar’s beautiful sunsets
- Plenty of noteworthy  
 landmarks nearby
- There are a high number  
 of historical cathedrals and  
 examples of Roman  
 Architecture on display

Attractions:

- The Five Wells Square
- Church of St. Donatus
- The Sea Organ
- The Greeting of the Sun
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Two separate neighborhoods in 
Zadar, Voštarnica and Višnjik 
offer a delightful change of pace 
from the hustle and bustle of Old 
Town. However, despite its quiet 
backdrop, these regions offer 
so much to potential visitors. In 
Voštarnica and Višnjik you will 
find parks and promenades that 
will allow you to embrace the 
town’s breathtaking nature and 
beautiful sunsets. Additionally, 
you can reach many popular 
sites and beaches from these 
regions.

Why this neighborhood:

- A quiet and tranquil part  
 of the city
- A nice change of pace from  
 sightseeing
- Multiple parks and promenades  
 ideal for relaxation
- Nearby beaches are perfect  
 for the whole family 

Attractions:

- Duke Branimir Quay
- Vrulja Park
- The Sphinx of Zadar
- Uskok Beach
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Kolovare is located on Zadar’s 
beautiful coastline. Breathtaking 
beaches and hiking trails serve 
as the backdrop for this coastal 
region and if you look further, 
you will discover some of the 
best bars and restaurants in 
Zadar. If you’re in the mood for a 
quiet drink or have your dancing 
shoes on, Kolovare is the perfect 
choice for a night out in Zadar.

Why this neighborhood:

- Picturesque hiking trails
- A bustling nightlife for all visitors
- Situated on the coastline

Attractions:

- Kolovare Beach
- Zadar Diving Board
- Vladimir Nazor Park
- The Land Gate
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Beautifully paired together in the city of Zadar are areas 
rich in mesmerizing blues and endless shades of green. 
Experiencing nature within the city’s many surrounding parks 
and canyons will add a peaceful and alluring dimension 
to your vacation and a tranquil break from Zadar’s many 
architectural wonders.
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Peaceful Atmosphere | Stunning Views |  
Lush Greenery | Natural Wildlife | Picnic Areas |  
The Five Wells Square | Ledana Lounge Bar and Club
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Picturesque Fishing Villages | Crystal-Clear Waters | 
Stunning Beaches | Swimming | Snorkeling | Sunbathing | 
Telašćica Nature Park | Veli Rat Lighthouse
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Rock Formations | Breathtaking Scenery |  
Velebit Mountains | Tranquil Pools |  
Cascading Waterfalls | Kayaking | Rafting | Canoeing
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Whatever your preference, nightlife in Zadar is a great way 
to either socialize, recharge the batteries or dance into the 
early hours of the morning. Offering a unique experience, 
Zadar nightlife presents you with the opportunity to dance 
in 3,000 year-old streets and historical squares, relax in one 
of the many open-air terraces or take part in a bar-hopping 
adventure. 
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Nighlife in Zadar: Discover the unique nightlife in Zadar after 
a relaxing day on the beach. Witness breathtaking sunsets 
on the Riva Promenade or experience a delicious meal or 
an alfresco cocktail in one of the city’s numerous bars and 
restaurants.

Boat parties

Another way to experience 
nightlife in the city of Zadar is to 
cut out the crowds and opt for 
a private boat tour around the 
nearby islands. Here, you can 
experience nightlife at the beach 
bars located around the islands in 
the Zadar archipelago. 

Hype Bar

Located 5 minutes from the 
center of the old town, Hype 
Bar is one of the most popular 
nightclubs in Zadar. Offering 
a wide array of cocktails and 
an ambient vibe, its modern 
decoration and atmospheric DJ 
music make it a go-to spot for 
any tourist.

Riva Promenade 

Witness a breathtaking sunset 
after a day full of exploration 
at the Riva waterfront bars. 
Numerous bars along the Riva 
Promenade allow you to unwind 
and take in the stunning sunset 
views. The addition of delicious 
drinks and an atmospheric 
setting make this promenade a 
highly sought-after area.
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Whether you prefer to stay in the heart of the old town or near  
one of the city’s many breathtaking beaches, Zadar possesses 
an impressive selection of hotels, hostels and private 
accommodations to match everybody’s budgets. 



Hotel  
Bastion

Hotel Bastion is a unique boutique  
hotel accentuating the cultural heritage  

of the city of Zadar.

Address: Trg tri bunara 1, Zadar 
Booking: +385 23 494 950

Almayer Art & Heritage 
Hotel 

Almayer Art & Heritage Hotel is  
a picturesque 4-star Adults-only (14+) hotel  

in the old town of Zadar.

Address: Ul. Braće Bersa 2, Zadar 
Booking: +385 23 335 357

Falkensteiner Resort  
Punta Skala

Punta Skala is situated on a wonderful 
peninsula directly on Croatia’s  

Mediterranean shore.

Address: Ul. Zrinsko Frankopanska 38, Zadar 
Booking: +385 23 555 600
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Sleeping in Zadar: Here are a handful of Truly Croatia’s top 
recommendations for places to stay in Zadar



For further information on the Zadar Travel Guide  
or if you have any additional queries, please get in 
touch with us using the below contact information:

Truly Croatia Tours

T  +385 99 5744 284 (Direct Croatia)
T  1 888 745 7302 (USA / Canada) 
T +61 2 8006 4360 (Australia)
E info@trulycroatia.com

trulycroatia.com
© 2023 Truly Croatia Tours


