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Genocide prevention is not what makes headlines, but it is what prevents the worst of 
headlines from being made. Why is genocide prevention so important? In short, genocide 
prevention reduces four types of costs—human, instability, economic, and diplomatic. 
Genocide prevention is primarily focused on reducing human costs through the 
protection and preservation of human life and security. In addition, however, genocide 
prevention reduces instability costs by contributing to national peace and stability in 
fragile countries, as well as promoting regional and international peace and stability. 
Prevention’s importance also reduces economic costs as prevention is much less costly 
than intervening to stop genocide or rebuilding in the aftermath of a mass destruction 
that has destroyed the development trajectory of a state or region. Finally, genocide 
prevention reduces diplomatic costs as it reinforces state sovereignty by limiting the 
more intrusive and invasive forms of response, from other States or international actors, 
that may be required to halt genocide.1 

This Training Resource Manual for Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention in the Great 
Lakes Region of Africa, the first of its kind in the field, reflects and affirms this 
understanding by focusing on the preventive measures that can be applied to protect 
civilians from genocide and mass atrocity. This continuum of strategies includes 
preventing genocide from ever taking place, preventing further atrocities once genocide 
has begun, and preventing future atrocities once a society has begun to rebuild after 
genocide. Central is the notion that prevention does not end when the violence begins; 
rather prevention of genocide is a multilayered approach running throughout the 
preconflict, midconflict, and postconflict cycle. As Gareth Evans argues: “‘Prevention’ 
language can reasonably be applied at all stages of the conflict cycle.” 

Let us contextualize this continuum of prevention strategies in an analogy. Imagine 
you are standing beside a river and see someone caught in the current and struggling for 
their life. You jump in and manage to pull the victim ashore. Just as you catch your 
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breath, however, another person in distress comes downstream… followed by another 
and another and another. Rather than remaining downstream and exhausting yourself on 
the rescue of individuals already in distress, you travel upstream to find the source of the 
problem. You may discover a hole in a bridge or perhaps the lack of a protective fence on 
a cliff. You have changed, though, the calculus of what prevention means—rather than 
expending your resources and energy on rescuing people in crisis, you can now try to 
stop the crisis at its source. Saving victims in crisis and fixing the source of the crisis are 
both forms of prevention—as is helping victims the moment they fall into the river rather 
than waiting until they have been swept downstream—each simply occurs at different 
stages of the process of prevention. Clearly, focusing prevention efforts on the source of 
the crisis, before it happens, is more efficient and less costly than managing the 
consequences of the crisis once it has occurred. You may not stop all of the people from 
falling into the river, at least not right away, but—by addressing the root cause—you have 
decreased the risk and there will be far fewer people to rescue downstream. 

This analogy is uncomfortably close to the real-life tragedy of thousands of bodies, as 
many as one hundred an hour, washing down the Kagera River into Lake Victoria in 
Uganda—the second largest body of fresh water in the world—at the height of the 
Rwandan genocide. Except, in that case, the bodies had already lost their struggle for life. 
At that point, addressing the root cause of the problem upstream fell secondary to the 
severe downstream consequences in Uganda. A May 21, 1994 news report cited “the 
difficulty of fighting off the wild animals and dogs feeding on the bodies” as well as the 
“acute health hazard” caused by the decaying corpses washing ashore in southern 
Uganda or onto islands in Lake Victoria. Villagers in the region were warned to boil 
drinking water and to cook all fish thoroughly in order to prevent epidemics of cholera 
and other diseases. 

Following a population-based health model in which the aim is the prevention of the 
disease of genocide and other mass atrocities, we can envision a continuum of 
prevention strategies—primary, secondary, and tertiary. Primary prevention is upstream 
prevention––fixing the hole in the bridge or constructing a protective barrier to prevent 
people from falling into the river. Upstream prevention is the “before” analysis of the 
longer-term governance, historical, economic, and societal factors that leave a country at 
risk for genocide and other mass atrocities and the inoculation avenues open to 
mitigating those risk factors. Secondary prevention is midstream prevention––the rescue 
of victims just as they hit the water but before they are swept further downstream. 
Midstream prevention “during” the crisis captures the immediate, real-time relief efforts—
political, economic, legal, and military—that are direct crisis management tactics to slow, 
limit, or halt the mass violence. Finally, tertiary prevention is downstream prevention––
the hopeful resuscitation of victims who were swept away because upstream or 
midstream prevention failed. Downstream prevention refers to the “after” efforts to 
foster resiliency by dealing with the acute long-term consequences of mass violence 
through pursuits of justice, truth, and memory to help stabilize, heal, and rehabilitate a 
post-genocide society. The strategies available to us for upstream prevention are far 
more numerous, and much less costly, than the available strategies for midstream 



 

 

prevention once genocide has broken out or, even more so, for downstream prevention 
for rebuilding after the genocide is over. 

While this continuum may give us a helpful framework from which to approach 
prevention, we should remember that mass atrocities are often more cyclical than linear. 
So upstream, midstream, and downstream prevention efforts work in an interconnected 
and synergistic, rather than isolated, fashion. In addition, most conflicts are an intricate 
tangle of preconflict, midconflict, and postconflict at any one time. As a result, the 
defining element of an upstream preventive approach, for example, is not “when” it takes 
place but rather that it seeks to address the underlying causes of conflict. “In theory, 
interventions to prevent conflict upstream can be undertaken at any point during the 
conflict cycle, even at the same time as measures to address the symptoms of conflict are 
also being carried out.” In short, these stages of prevention, and the measures involved in 
each, are complexly linked and state responsibility, buttressed by international assistance 
for capacity building, is threaded throughout all three stages of the continuum. 

***** 

In his concluding chapter to The Drowned and the Saved, his last completed work, 
Auschwitz survivor Primo Levi reminds us of the importance of genocide and mass 
atrocity prevention. Written more than 40 years after the end of the Holocaust, Levi 
writes: “It happened, therefore it can happen again: this is the core of what we have to 
say. It can happen, and it can happen everywhere.” This quote is featured in the lobby of 
the information center at the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe in Berlin, 
Germany. Left out, however, is the next sentence: “I do not intend to nor can I say that it 
will happen.” Although Levi was likely hedging his bets against the repetition of 
something so unthinkable—even as he admits in 1986 that “precursory signs loom before 
us” in several corners of the world—I believe he is also challenging us to recognize that 
even though genocide can happen again, it does not have to happen again. Genocide is 
not preordained, despite its persistent occurrence, as an inevitable reality of the human 
experience. 

Over a quarter of a century later, in 2014, Adama Dieng echoed Levi’s concern, as well as 
his hope: “We must accept that there is no part of the world that can consider itself 
immune from the risk of genocide and all regions and all States must build resistance to 
these crimes… We owe to them [the millions of men and women who have lost their lives 
to genocide] and to ourselves and future generations to realize a world free of genocide. 
We are still far from that, but we aim to make it happen.” Although Levi and Dieng are 
separated by a vast crevasse of time, culture, and distance, together they push us to 
acknowledge our collective responsibility for doing what we can to prevent genocide 
from happening again. This training resource manual, by providing a wealth of learning 
materials to help expand our understanding of the scope and range of instruments and 
approaches to genocide and mass atrocity prevention, is an important step in advancing 
that collective responsibility. 
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Introduction 

Background 

Prevention is gaining tremendous worldwide attention, for example, by international, 
regional and national bodies and civil society organizations, as opposed to costly and 
lengthy post genocide and mass atrocity interventions. At the same time, contested 
political processes to access state power, resource disparities and perceptions of 
discrimination continue to foment instability and violent conflicts within or between 
states and communities in many parts of the world. These conditions adversely bear on 
human life, freedoms, development, peace, and account for the fragility of states and 
their capacity to prevent the occurrence or recurrence of mass atrocities and genocide. 

The legal and practical approaches necessary to advance prevention also continue to 
evolve through various works by, for example, the United Nations, inter-governmental 
bodies like the Africa Union and the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, 
universities, international and local civil society organizations. 

To this end, AIPR conducted a baseline assessment to determine capacity gaps and 
training needs towards the prevention of genocide and mass atrocities in the Great Lakes 
Region. Participants in the assessment were members of national mechanisms for the 
prevention of genocide from Burundi, The Republic of Congo, The Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, and South Sudan. Others were selected from non-
governmental organizations, academia and media. Academic papers, media reports and 
commentaries on various post-conflict interventions by practitioners in this field were 
also reviewed. 

At the regional level, it was clear that countries, although signatories to relevant 
international or regional instruments, there is lack of sufficient knowledge and capacity 
(logistics, human, structures, policies, institutional frameworks etc) to implement 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/PublicHealth/research/ResearchProjects/piper/PREVENT/education/Documents/Outline1.pdf
http://www.iwh.on.ca/wrmb/primary-secondary-and-tertiary-prevention
http://www.iwh.on.ca/wrmb/primary-secondary-and-tertiary-prevention
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/world/africa/052194rwanda-genocide.html
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associated national and grassroots programs towards genocide and mass atrocity 
prevention. A number of instruments also reflect a lack of community level input, know-
how on prevention, while others fall short of responding to coordination challenges. 

At country level, it was observed that there are no clear policies developed to articulate 
or spell out country positions and institutionalized approaches to prevention. State-
centric approaches were also found to be either out of touch with grassroots realities and 
lack legislation to support community level initiatives. This included, for example, lack of 
space for traditional and religious authorities to play prominent roles in prevention 
efforts, while their subjects also remain largely unaware of “how to prevent.” 

At the civil society level, relationships between international and domestic organizations 
with host governments remain negative and efforts by states towards protection of 
citizens often fail to engage and integrate CSOs. Many organizations were also found 
lacking in knowledge and skills about how prevention should look like at the local level. 
This is despite the fact that CSOs tend to have stronger connections with communities 
because the critical gaps they fill in service delivery. Thus they are, in most cases, better 
suited to work to reduce tensions yet lack the capacity to effectively engage and provide 
guidance to their governments or communities on prevention. 

Information collected was analyzed and this manual has been developed after the initial 
assessment revealed a lack of comprehensive resources offering information that can 
guide genocide and mass atrocity work in the region. The findings were also categorized 
into thematic areas, reflecting on the unique regional needs, skills, and knowledge gaps 
that were identified. 

The Resource Manual 

This online resource manual contains a collection of some of the existing resources that 
regional and national mechanisms can learn from and use as reference materials to gain 
insight into the nature and practice of prevention. The resources are in the form of legal 
and other instruments from the UN and regional bodies, research papers, 
recommendations, best practices and lessons learned, and reports from other forms of 
interventions in conflict situations. 

Methodology 

During the compilation of this manual, a range of qualitative research methods was 
employed including document reviews and group discussions. While conducting the base 
line assessment focus group discussions, document reviews and structured interviews 
were conducted with key informants in this field both in the Great Lakes Region and 
other areas of the world. Extensive desk and internet based research was used for the 
compilation of the actual resource manual. 



 

 

Who will use the Resource Manual? 

The main objective of the manual is to provide an extensive and comprehensive list of 
learning resources, including legal instruments, scholarly articles, reports from 
international and civil society organization, governments, etc. Therefore the resources 
will be used by a variety of audiences including; 

• State and civil society leaders and policy makers 
• Religious and traditional leaders 
• Program officers, trainers and facilitators 
• Women, youth and the general public 

Note for use of the Manual 

This is a manual containing some of the existing resources already developed and 
published by authors as indicated by the links provided. It is not a one-stop center for 
approaches, answers or guidelines to the prevention of genocide and mass atrocities. 
Users are therefore advised to use these resources as a starting point towards further 
research and training, or as reference material while undertaking their own work. The 
information contained should as much as possible to adapted to the unique 
circumstances and needs the user may encounter. 

Prevention of genocide and mass atrocities is a multilayered approach running 
throughout the pre-, mid-, and post-conflict cycle. It is therefore advisable to conduct a 
local needs assessment to determine the most appropriate preventive intervention i.e. 
depending on whether the level of conflict. That way, these resources can be helpful 
during analysis, imaging an intervention, or identifying suitable partnerships and 
collaboration towards any preventive work. 

Layout of the Resource Manual 

Chapter 1: The Practice of Genocide Prevention 

i. Genocide and Prevention as Concepts, their Process and Possible Indicators 
ii. What is Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention and How to Prevent 

Chapter 2: Genocide Prevention and the State: Roles and Approaches 

i. Establishing and Managing National Structures 
ii. Application of International/Regional Instruments and Norms 

o African Union 
o Inter governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) 
o International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) 
o East African Community (EAC) 



 

 

o Southern African Development Cooperation (SADC) 
o United Nations (UN) 
o Responsibility to Protect (RtoP) 
o International Criminal Court (ICC) and other Specialized Tribunals 

iii. Working with Organs of the State: Institutions for Running the Affairs of the State 
e.g. the Executive, Parliament, Judiciary, Military and the Police 

iv. Working with Local Governments: County, Sub – County, Parish and Village 
Council/Committees 

Chapter 3: Genocide Prevention and the Civil Society: Roles and 
Approaches 

i. Working with Political Organizations 
ii. Working with Religious Leaders and Institutions 
iii. Working with Non Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) 
iv. Working with Traditional Leaders 
v. Working with Women and Youth 
vi. Working with Minorities and Grassroots Communities 

Chapter 4: Approaches to Early Warning and Early Response: 
Application and Management   

i. Existing Early Warning and Early Response Frameworks for Genocide and Mass 
Atrocity Prevention: Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

ii. Working with the State and Civil Society towards Early Warning 
iii. Data Collection, Analysis and Verification for Early Warning and Early Response 
iv. Documentation and Reporting for Early Warning and Early Response 
v. Working with State and Civil Society towards Early Response 
vi. Working with International and Regional Organizations for Early Warning and 

Early Response 
vii. Limitations of Early Warning and Early Response: Options of Redress 

Chapter 5: Skills for Handling of Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention 

i. Planning and Implementation of Genocide Prevention 
ii. Leadership and Communication Skills for Genocide Prevention 
iii. Dialogue, Mediation and Advocacy: Breaking the Barriers of Genocide Prevention 
iv. Managing Actors’ Risks during Genocide Prevention 
v. Building Partnerships for Genocide Prevention 
vi. Managing Gender Sensitivity during Genocide Prevention 
vii. Monitoring and Evaluation for Genocide Prevention 

Chapter 6: Thematic Issues 



 

 

i. Governance and Genocide Prevention 
ii. Victims and Perpetrators after Genocide and Mass Atrocities 
iii. Land Conflicts and Genocide Prevention 
iv. Elections and Genocide prevention 
v. Advocating for Genocide Prevention: Lessons Learned 
vi. The Judiciary and Genocide Prevention 
vii. Technology and Genocide Prevention 
viii. The Media and Genocide Prevention 
ix. Reconciliation and Genocide Prevention 
x. Traditional Methods of Conflict Prevention 
xi. Memorialization and Genocide Prevention 

Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Chapter 1: The Practice of Genocide Prevention 

Genocide and mass atrocity prevention is a collective enterprise, where the knowledge 
and implementation of relevant interventions must be realistic and sustainably practical. 
This occurs through the application of relevant policies, social, political and economic 
reforms, education and training, public awareness and sensitization, and other projects 
targeting vulnerable groups. It is done by states, organizations and individuals with a clear 
commitment to prevention at international, regional, national and grassroots levels. 

In the practice of prevention, the above differentiation helps in the articulation of 
complementary roles that together should demonstrate a shared responsibility to prevent 
between levels of actors. This is because crimes of genocide and mass atrocities require 
various operational and legal approaches to produce different but complementary 
experiences and institutional responses to protect vulnerable communities and victims in 
potential or actual contexts of genocide or mass atrocities. 

The following resources help to explain genocide and prevention as concepts, articulate 
associated processes, risk factors, and indicators, and provide experiences of prevention 
as a practice from a human rights, security, justice and peacebuilding perspectives. Other 
experiences contain lessons learned from early warning systems, including data collection 
and verification challenges that may compromise effective prevention. Other resources 
focus on how to prevent by providing practitioners, policy makers and citizens with 
policy options, guidelines and practices for effective implementation of prevention, 
including the Responsibility to Protect, are made available in the following chapters. 

i. Genocide and Prevention as Concepts, their Process and Possible 
Indicators 

Scott Straus, Identifying Genocide and Related forms of Mass Atrocity, October 2011 

Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights, Compilation of Risk 
Factors and Legal Norms for the Prevention of Genocide, 2011 

Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights, Manual on Human 
Rights and the Prevention of Genocide, 2015 

USAID, Preventing Genocide: Five Key Primers, September 2014 

Mohammad Abed, Clarifying the Concept of Genocide, July 2006 

http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20111219-identifying-genocide-and-mass-atrocity-strauss.pdf
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/files/jbi-compilation-updated.pdf
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/files/jbi-compilation-updated.pdf
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/jacob-blaustein-institute/2015/04/jbi-launches-manual-on-human-rights-and-the-prevention-of-genocide.html
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/jacob-blaustein-institute/2015/04/jbi-launches-manual-on-human-rights-and-the-prevention-of-genocide.html
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Preventing%20Atrocities%20Five%20Key%20Primers.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Preventing%20Atrocities%20Five%20Key%20Primers.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Preventing%20Atrocities%20Five%20Key%20Primers.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Preventing%20Atrocities%20Five%20Key%20Primers.pdf
http://web.calstatela.edu/faculty/mabed/Abed_Clarifying_the_Concept_of_Genocide.pdf


 

 

Moolakkattu Stephen John, The Concept and Practice of Conflict Prevention A Critical 
Reappraisal, January 2005 

Alex J. Bellamy and Stephen McLoughlin, Preventing Genocide and Mass 
Atrocities: Causes and Paths of Escalation, June 2009 

David Scheffer, “Genocide and Atrocity Crimes,” Genocide Studies and Prevention: An 
International Journal, 2006, Vol. 1: Iss. 3: Article 3 

MAJ Stephen Matthew Wisniew, Early Warning Signs and Indicators to Genocide and 
Mass Atrocity, 2012 

Sheri P. Rosenberg, Genocide Is a Process, Not an Event, Genocide Studies and 
Prevention: An International Journal, 2012, Vol. 7: Iss. 1 

Peter Wallensteen and Frida Möller, Conflict Prevention: Methodology for Knowing the 
Unknown, Uppsala Peace Research Paper No 7 

Erik Melander and Claire Pigache, Conflict Prevention: Concept and Challenges, 2007 

Rhiannon S. Neilsen, ‘Toxification’ as a More Precise Early Warning Sign for Genocide 
than Dehumanization? An Emerging Research Agenda, Genocide Studies and 
Prevention, An International Journal, 2015, Vol. 9: Iss. 1. pp.83-95 

Robert I. Rotberg (ed), Mass Atrocity Crimes: Preventing Future Outrages, Brookings 
Institute Press, 2010 

Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights, Compilation of Risk 
Factors and Legal Norms for the Prevention of Genocide, 2011 

Frank Chalk, ‘Genocide in the 20th Century’: Definition of Genocide and their 
Implications for Prediction and Prevention, Holocaust Genocide Studies (1989) 4 (2): 
149-160 

Róisín Hinds and Becky Carter, Indicators for Conflict, Stability, Security, Justice and 
Peacebuilding, June 2015 

Barbara Harff, No Lessons Learned from the Holocaust? Assessing Risks of Genocide 
and Political Mass Murder since 1955, American Political Science Review Vol. 97, No. 1 
February 2003 

Birger Heldt, Mass Atrocity Early Warning Systems: Data Gathering, Data Verification 
and Other Challenges, March 2012 

http://isq.sagepub.com/content/42/1/1.abstract
http://isq.sagepub.com/content/42/1/1.abstract
https://r2pasiapacific.org/filething/get/570/R2P%20materials%20for%20seminar%20participants.pdf
https://r2pasiapacific.org/filething/get/570/R2P%20materials%20for%20seminar%20participants.pdf
http://www.r2pasiapacific.org/docs/R2P%20Reports/Causes%20and%20Paths%20of%20Escalation%20Report%20June%202009.pdf
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1228&context=gsp
https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=732038
https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=732038
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1045&context=gsp
http://www.pcr.uu.se/digitalAssets/61/61533_1prevention___knowing_the_unknown.pdf
http://www.pcr.uu.se/digitalAssets/61/61533_1prevention___knowing_the_unknown.pdf
http://www.bundesheer.at/pdf_pool/publikationen/konfliktpraev_02_concept-challenges_e_melander_c_pigache_10.pdf
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1277&context=gsp
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1277&context=gsp
http://www.brookings.edu/research/books/2010/massatrocitycrimes
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/files/jbi-compilation-on-genocide-prevention.pdf
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/files/jbi-compilation-on-genocide-prevention.pdf
http://hgs.oxfordjournals.org/content/4/2/149.full.pdf+html
http://hgs.oxfordjournals.org/content/4/2/149.full.pdf+html
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ1230.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ1230.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/geography/class_homepages/geog_2002_s06/laptop_s06/current%20projects/Cox_Low%20Robinson%20Book%20chapter/Cox_Low%20Book%20chapter/Harff_genocide%20since%201955.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/geography/class_homepages/geog_2002_s06/laptop_s06/current%20projects/Cox_Low%20Robinson%20Book%20chapter/Cox_Low%20Book%20chapter/Harff_genocide%20since%201955.pdf
http://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=624013110082094070001023028105091011052056061029027087091072074125103064125122065074053002099029105061121072071025069068074071039041082054021072085024121125065004100062032055071012072013099026124106074120089107088097126114120068079027102001095095111&EXT=pdf&TYPE=2
http://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=624013110082094070001023028105091011052056061029027087091072074125103064125122065074053002099029105061121072071025069068074071039041082054021072085024121125065004100062032055071012072013099026124106074120089107088097126114120068079027102001095095111&EXT=pdf&TYPE=2


 

 

Dimitri Semenovich, Arcot Sowmya and Benjamin E. Goldsmith, Predicting the Onset of 
Genocide with Sparse Additive Models, 2012 

Saferworld, Measuring Peace from 2015: An Indicator Framework at Work, March 2015 

Benjamin E. Goldsmith, Charles Robert Butcher, Dimitri Semenovich, and Arcot 
Sowmya, A Two-Stage Approach to Predicting Genocide and Politicide Onset in a Global 
Dataset, March 2012 

Scott Straus, What Is Being Prevented? Genocide, Mass Atrocity, and Conceptual 
Ambiguity in the Anti-Atrocity Movement, in Sheri P. Rosenberg, Tibi Galis and Alex 
Zucker, Reconstructing Atrocity Prevention, Cambridge University Press, 2015 

Alexander L. George, Strategies for Preventive Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution: 
Scholarship for Policy-making, American Political Science Association, Vol. 33, No. 1, 
2000 

Alex Bellamy, Reducing Risk, Strengthening Resilience: Toward the Structural 
Prevention of Atrocity Crimes, The Stanley Foundation, April, 2016 

Okey Uzoechina, “State Fragility” and the Challenges of Development in West Africa: 
Moving from Reaction to Prevention, ALC Research Report No. 3, August, 2008 

Jennifer M. Welsh and Serena K. Sharma, Operationalizing the Responsibility to Prevent, 
Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict 

[Podcast] United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Voices on Genocide Prevention, 
iTunes 

[Podcast] Marshall Poe, New Books in Genocide Studies, iTunes 

[Podcast] Scott Straus, Fundamentals of Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention, New 
Books Network, July, 2016 

[Podcast] Hasia R. Diner, Gerald Gahima, Chuck Meyers, Kathleen Z. Young, Genocide 
Conference Panel 1: “Defining the ‘Crime without a Name’”, The University of Chicago’s 
International and Area Studies Multi Media Outreach Source, April 5, 2008 

[Podcast] Dr. Helen Fein, Genocide-Causes and Prevention, Global Impact, 2010 

ii. What is Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention and How to Prevent 

Carnegie Commission, Preventing Deadly Conflict, 1997 

http://sydney.edu.au/arts/research/atrocity_forecasting/downloads/docs/icpr2012_final.pdf
http://sydney.edu.au/arts/research/atrocity_forecasting/downloads/docs/icpr2012_final.pdf
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/downloads/pubdocs/measuring-peace-from-2015-spreads.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2027396
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2027396
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/law/criminal-law/reconstructing-atrocity-prevention
https://www.jstor.org/stable/420771?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/420771?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.stanleyfoundation.org/publications/pab/Risk-Resilience-BellamyPAB416.pdf
http://www.stanleyfoundation.org/publications/pab/Risk-Resilience-BellamyPAB416.pdf
http://africanleadershipcentre.org/attachments/article/43/ALC%20Report%20No.%203%20Uzoechina.pdf
http://africanleadershipcentre.org/attachments/article/43/ALC%20Report%20No.%203%20Uzoechina.pdf
http://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/downloads/briefings/201204ELACResponsibility-to-Prevent.pdf
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/voices-on-genocide-prevention/id427279111?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/new-books-in-global-ethics/id425364922?mt=2
http://newbooksnetwork.com/scott-straus-fundamentals-of-genocide-and-mass-atrocity-prevention-us-holocaust-memorial-museum-2016/
http://chiasmos.uchicago.edu/2007-2008/humanrights-080405-genocide_panel1.shtml
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Chapter 2: Genocide Prevention and the State: Roles and 
Approaches 

The scale and depth of genocide and mass atrocity crimes afflicted on victim 
communities by individual perpetrators may be facilitated by the protective shield of the 
state. National policies, the judiciary, security sector, political ideology, systems and 
structures of the state can shield, but can also function to prevent these crimes. 

This chapter contains resources covering a range of initiatives, instruments and other 
approaches to guide engaging states and state actors towards being able to prevent 
genocide and mass atrocities at communal, national and regional/international levels. The 
resources outlined under this chapter focus on establishing and managing national 
structures and committees, strategies for developing relevant national policies, best 
practices and new tools for policy makers to prevent and respond to genocide and mass 
atrocities. More resources are also provided that contain strategies and approaches to 
the domestication and application of international instruments, genocide and mass 
atrocity risk assessments, analysis, and other various UN, African Union and regional 
instruments that can be applied to contribute to prevention. The chapter also highlights 
approaches to working with government structures, especially local governments at 
county, sub-county, parish and village levels. 
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Chapter 3: Genocide Prevention and Civil Society: Roles and 
Approaches 

The visibility and influence of the civil society, in form of legally or otherwise constituted 
organizations or groups to advance the wellbeing of targeted communities, continues to 
grow worldwide. A number of these non-state actors are working in the field of peace 
building and have gradually become vital “people-centered” voices that provide 
alternative explanations to “state-centered” discourses emanating from genocide and 
mass atrocity situations. 

This chapter provides resources concerning working with the civil society involving 
political, religious, traditional and non-governmental organizations, and those working 
with vulnerable groups like women, youth, minorities and grassroots communities. The 
resources highlight various roles and approaches towards genocide and mass atrocity 
prevention, including engaging in early prevention, interfacing with the state and political 
leaders in governance and democratization processes, violence prevention and peace 
building. They also cover faith-based and traditional approaches to mediation, conflict 
transformation, reconciliation and post-conflict reconstruction. 

Towards the end, the chapter focuses on working with women, youth, and minorities, as 
some of the most vulnerable groups that are often specifically affected by genocide and 
mass atrocity crimes. This section also highlights resources discussing the preventive 
roles they can play in leadership, security, social integration, building safer and resilient 
communities. 
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The Centre for Conflict Resolution, The Peace-building Role of Civil Society in Central 
Africa, 2006 

The United States Genocide Prevention Taskforce, Early Prevention: Engaging Before 
the Crisis 

http://www.ccr.org.za/images/stories/Vol_15-PRCSCA_Report_Final.pdf
http://www.ccr.org.za/images/stories/Vol_15-PRCSCA_Report_Final.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/file/Report%20_Chp3.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/file/Report%20_Chp3.pdf
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Phoebe Wynn–Pope, NGOs and the Prevention of Mass Atrocities Crimes: A Practical 
Workshop for NGOs to Develop and Share Strategies to Implement the Responsibility 
to Protect in the Asia-Pacific Region, OxFam Australia, November, 2009 
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provide for various resources and programs on prevention. Below is a comprehensive list 
of NGO’s with a link to their resource page: 

Amnesty International 

All Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide and Other Crimes Against 
Humanity 

Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation (AIPR) 

Center for Peacebuilding (CIM), Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC) 

Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Económicas y Sociales (CRIES) 

Genocide Prevention Advisory Network (GPANet) 

Genocide Prevention Now (GPN) 

Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (GCR2P) 

Genocide Watch 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) 

Institute for Security Studies (ISS) 

International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) 

International Centre for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) 

International Crisis Group (ICG) 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

The Genocide Studies Program at Yale University’s MacMillan Center for International 
and Area Studies 

The International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) 

The Enough Project 

The Jacob Balustien Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights (JBI) 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/
http://www.preventiongenocide.org/
http://www.preventiongenocide.org/
https://old.auschwitzinstitute.org/
http://unvocim.net/eng/
http://www.iccnow.org/?mod=documents
http://www.cries.org/
http://www.gpanet.org/
http://www.genocidepreventionnow.org/AboutUs.aspx
http://www.globalr2p.org/publications/
http://www.genocidewatch.net/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.issafrica.org/
http://www.genocidescholars.org/#sthash.uyxfms01.dpufa
https://www.ictj.org/about
http://www.crisisgroup.org/
https://www.icrc.org/en/resource-centre
http://gsp.yale.edu/about-gsp
http://gsp.yale.edu/about-gsp
http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/
http://www.enoughproject.org/about
http://www.jbi-humanrights.org/


 

 

The Stanley Foundation 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

United States Institute of Peace (USIP) 

United to End Genocide 

[Video] Genocide Watch, Video Section 
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Limits, 2006 

Jérôme Tubiana, Victor Tanner, and Musa Adam Abdul-Jalil, Traditional Authorities’ 
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Evaluation of Pre and Post-colonial Nigeria, 2013  
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UN Security Council, Security Council Resolution 1325, 2000, October, 2000 
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UNWOMEN), CEDAW and Security Council Resolution 1325: A Quick Guide 
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http://www.ushmm.org/
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http://www.rogerblench.info/Development/Nigeria/Conflict%20resolution/Final%20Report%20TRs%20September%2006.pdf
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http://www.religionconflictpeace.org/volume-5-issue-1-and-2-fall-2011-spring-2012/role-religious-and-traditional-institutions-during
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/boege_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/boege_handbook.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/traditional%20authorities%20peacemaking%20role%20in%20darfur.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/traditional%20authorities%20peacemaking%20role%20in%20darfur.pdf
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http://pakacademicsearch.com/pdf-files/art/448/120-127%20Vol%203,%20No%2021%20(2013).pdf
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f4672e.html
http://www2.unwomen.org/~/media/headquarters/media/publications/unifem/cedawandunscr1325eng.pdf?v=1&d=20140917T101006
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/SR340.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/SR340.pdf
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Chapter 4: Approaches to Early Warning and Early Response: 
Application and Management 

Early warning systems help to provide accurate, timely and useful information for 
identifying and tracking escalation of hostilities towards genocide and mass atrocities. 
Prevention occurs when results from assessment of risks are utilized to develop and 
implement relevant policies, tools, projects and other interventions, early enough to 
transform relationships, respond to root causes, and de-escalate the conflict. The 
following are some of the resources that can guide working with the states, international 
and regional organizations, and the civil society to achieve early warning, and to be able 
to provide early responses. The resources provide a range of systems and approaches 
that can be incorporated into policies and programs tailored for preventing violence and 
mass killings. 

Particularly, the resources cover conceptual and empirical dilemmas of early warning and 
early response, and also observations, best practices and lessons learnt from application 
of associated systems. They also include case studies that indicate strategies, 
methodology and possible tools for early warning in genocidal conditions, including 
unique perspectives on gender-based and community level approaches. Information is 
also provided on approaches to qualitative and quantitative data collection, analysis and 
verification, documentation and reporting. Finally the resources contain guidance on 
limitations of EW and ER, and offer some recommendations and options for redress. 
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Subcategories (with  worksheet), GenocidePreventionNow, December, 2012 

The Practical Use of Early Warning and Response in Preventing Mass Atrocities and 
Genocide: Experiences from the Great Lakes Region. Ashad Sentongo in Sheri P. 
Rosenberg, Tibi Galis and Alex Zucker, Reconstructing Atrocity Prevention, Cambridge 
University Press 

The Argentinean National Mechanism for the Prevention of Genocide: A Case Study in 
Contemporary Preventive Institution-Building. Ramiro Riera in Sheri P. Rosenberg, Tibi 
Galis and Alex Zucker, Reconstructing Atrocity Prevention, Cambridge University Press, 
2015 

Deconstructing Risk and Developing Resilience: The Role of Inhibitory Factors in 
Genocide Prevention. Deborah Mayersen in Sheri P. Rosenberg, Tibi Galis and Alex 
Zucker, Reconstructing Atrocity Prevention, Cambridge University Press, 2015 

Le projet d’alerte précoce, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

[Vidéo] National Violence Outbreak Early Warning System in Kenya, Google Tech Talks, 
March, 2011 

iv. Documentation and Reporting for Early Warning and Early Response 

HURIDOCS is an international NGO helping human rights organisations use information 
technologies and documentation methods to maximise the impact of their advocacy 
work. HURIDOCS have created various manuals to aid in documentation of human rights 
violations. Below is the list of manuals: 

• A tool for Documenting Human Rights Violations: HURIDOCS Events Standard 
Formats 

• Micro-Thesauri 

• What is Documentation? 

http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20111102-hazlett-early-_warning-lessons-learned.pdf
http://feb.kuleuven.be/eng/ew/discussionpapers/Dps01/Dps0110.PDF
http://learningforpeace.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/SFCG-Guidance_Conflict-Scans_March-2015.pdf
http://www.genocidepreventionnow.org/Portals/0/docs/WORKSHEET_GENOCIDAL_EVENT.pdf
http://www.genocidepreventionnow.org/Portals/0/docs/WORKSHEET_GENOCIDAL_EVENT.pdf
http://www.genocidepreventionnow.org/Portals/0/docs/WORKSHEET_GENOCIDAL_EVENT.pdf
http://www.genocidepreventionnow.org/Portals/0/docs/CURRENT_CHART_DESCRIB_GENO%20EVENT.pdf
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/law/criminal-law/reconstructing-atrocity-prevention
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/law/criminal-law/reconstructing-atrocity-prevention
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/law/criminal-law/reconstructing-atrocity-prevention
https://www.ushmm.org/confront-genocide/how-to-prevent-genocide/early-warning-project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_uWSGxw-cc
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/HURIDOCS_ESF_English1.pdf
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/HURIDOCS_ESF_English1.pdf
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/mictheenfinalpdf.pdf
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/whatisdocumentation-eng.pdf


 

 

• Media Monitoring, Information Scanning and Intelligence 

• HURIDOCS Standard Formats for the Recording and Exchange of Bibliographic 
Information concerning Human Rights 

• How to Record Names of Persons 

New Tactics, Documenting Violations: Choosing the Right Approach, September, 2009 

Patricia A. Gossman, Documentation and Transitional Justice in Afghanistan, United 
States Institute of Peace (USIP), September 2013 

Brittany L. Card  and Isaac L. Baker, “GRID: A Methodology Integrating Witness 
Testimony and Satellite Imagery Analysis for Documenting Alleged Mass Atrocities”, 
Genocide Studies and Prevention: An International Journal, 2014, Vol. 8: Iss. 3 

Megan Price and Patrick Ball, Data Collection and Documentation for Truth- Seeking 
and Accountability, Syria Justice and Accountability Centre, January, 2014 

UNDP, USAID AND IPI, New Technology and the Prevention of Violence and Conflict, 
April 2013 

James Waller, Confronting Evil: Engaging Our Responsibility to Prevent Genocide, pp. 
135 – 210 Oxford University Press, 2016   

v. Working with State and Civil Society towards Early Response 

U.S. Army War College’s Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute (PKSOI), Mass 
Atrocity Response Operations (MARO) Handbook and 2010 Revised Edition 

Oxfam Australia, Early Warning for Protection: Technologies and Practice for the 
Prevention of Mass Atrocity Crimes, Outcome Document, May, 2011 

Stephen F. Burgess, “Comments on the Mass Atrocity Response Operations (MARO) 
Handbook” Genocide Studies and Prevention: An International Journal, 2011, Vol. 6: Iss. 
1 

Clingendael Institute of International Relations, Conflict Prevention and Early Warning in 
the Political Practice of International Organizations, February, 1996 

Gareth Evans, Responding to Mass Atrocity Crimes: The Responsibility to Protect after 
Libya, Speech, October, 2011 

http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Media-monitoring-for-Human-rights-NGOs.pdf
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/bibliosf.pdf
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/bibliosf.pdf
http://www.huridocs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/howtorecordnames-eng.pdf
https://www.newtactics.org/documenting-violations-choosing-right-approach/documenting-violations-choosing-right-approach
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/SR337.pdf
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1262&context=gsp
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1262&context=gsp
https://hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/SJAC-Data-Collection-Documentation-Truth-seeking-Accountability.pdf
https://hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/SJAC-Data-Collection-Documentation-Truth-seeking-Accountability.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ipi-e-pub-nw-technology-conflict-prevention-advance.pdf
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/confronting-evil-9780199300709?cc=us&lang=en&%20or%20https://smile.amazon.com/Confronting-Evil-Engaging-Responsibility-Genocide/dp/0199300704/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1468500825&sr=8-1&keywords=confronting+evil
https://globalsolutions.org/files/public/documents/MARO_APF.pdf
https://globalsolutions.org/files/public/documents/MARO_APF.pdf
http://carrcenter.hks.harvard.edu/files/carrcenter/files/maro_handbook.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/oaus-earlywarningconferencesummary-1110.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/oaus-earlywarningconferencesummary-1110.pdf
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1082&context=gsp
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1082&context=gsp
http://www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/19960000_cru_paper.pdf
http://www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/19960000_cru_paper.pdf
http://www.gevans.org/speeches/speech449.html
http://www.gevans.org/speeches/speech449.html


 

 

Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict and GANEP, Early Warning and 
Early Response, Workshop on “Early Warning & Early Response Practice: Sharing the 
WANEP Experience” & Strategy Planning, August, 2007 

Paul van Tongeren and Christine van Empel (eds), European Centre for Conflict 
Prevention, Joint Action for Prevention Civil Society and Government Cooperation on 
Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding, Issue Paper 4, December, 2007 

vi. Working with International and Regional Organizations for Early 
Warning and Early Response  

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), Protocol on the Establishment of 
a Conflict Early Warning and Response Mechanism for IGAD Member States, 

Herbert Wulf and Tobias Debiel, Conflict Early Warning and Response Mechanisms: 
Tools for Enhancing the Effectiveness of Regional Organisations? A comparative Study 
of the AU, ECOWAS, IGAD, ASEAN/ARF and PIF, London School of Economics (LSE), 
May, 2009 

Taskforce on the EU Prevention of Mass Atrocities, The EU and the Prevention of Mass 
Atrocities: an Assessment of Strengths and Weaknesses, 2013 

Katja H. Christensen, Conflict Early Warning and Response Mechanism in the Horn of 
Africa: IGAD as a Pioneer in Regional Conflict Prevention in Africa, October, 2009 

Birikit Terefe Tiruneh, Establishing an Early Warning System in the African Peace and 
Security Architecture: Challenges and Prospects, KAIPTC Occasional Paper No. 29, 
September, 2010  

vii. Limitations of Early Warning and Early Response: Options of Redress 

Klaas Van Walraven, Early Warning and Conflict Prevention: Limitations and 
Possibilities, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, (Book), 

Organisation for Economic Co – Operation and Development (OECD), Preventing 
Violence, War and State Collapse: The Future of Conflict Early Warning and Response, 
2009 

Gregory H. Stanton, The Rwandan Genocide: Why Early Warning Failed, Journal of 
African Conflicts and Peace Studies, Vol. 1 Issue 2, September, 2009 

Megan Price and Patrick Ball, The Limits of Observation for Understanding Mass 
Violence, Canadian Journal of Law and Society, June, 2015 

http://www.peaceportal.org/documents/130276236/dd525e83-9b73-4d49-a6d7-c40d514554bc
http://www.peaceportal.org/documents/130276236/dd525e83-9b73-4d49-a6d7-c40d514554bc
http://www.peaceportal.org/documents/130276236/dd525e83-9b73-4d49-a6d7-c40d514554bc
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/downloads/file1032.pdf
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/downloads/file1032.pdf
https://www.issafrica.org/uploads/PROTOCOL.PDF
https://www.issafrica.org/uploads/PROTOCOL.PDF
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/28495/1/WP49.2.pdf
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/28495/1/WP49.2.pdf
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/28495/1/WP49.2.pdf
http://massatrocitiestaskforce.eu/Report_files/The%20EU%20and%20the%20prevention%20of%20mass%20atrocities%20-%20an%20assessment%20of%20strenghts%20and%20weaknesses.pdf
http://massatrocitiestaskforce.eu/Report_files/The%20EU%20and%20the%20prevention%20of%20mass%20atrocities%20-%20an%20assessment%20of%20strenghts%20and%20weaknesses.pdf
http://www.pcr.uu.se/digitalAssets/67/67531_1conflict_early_warning__igad_as_pioneer_in_regional_conflict_prevention_in_africa__katja_h._christensen__mfs__2009.pdf
http://www.pcr.uu.se/digitalAssets/67/67531_1conflict_early_warning__igad_as_pioneer_in_regional_conflict_prevention_in_africa__katja_h._christensen__mfs__2009.pdf
http://www.kaiptc.org/Publications/Occasional-Papers/Documents/Occasional-Paper-29-Birikit.aspx
http://www.kaiptc.org/Publications/Occasional-Papers/Documents/Occasional-Paper-29-Birikit.aspx
https://books.google.com/books/about/Early_Warning_and_Conflict_Prevention.html?id=EsNCpOosKawC
https://books.google.com/books/about/Early_Warning_and_Conflict_Prevention.html?id=EsNCpOosKawC
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/318BF9C6C8868F4EC12576DF0048FE82-OECD-jun2009.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/318BF9C6C8868F4EC12576DF0048FE82-OECD-jun2009.pdf
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1015&context=jacaps
https://hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/CAMBRIDGE-CJLS-LimitsObservation-2015.pdf
https://hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/CAMBRIDGE-CJLS-LimitsObservation-2015.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5: Skills for Handling of Genocide and Mass Atrocity 
Prevention 

Strengthening the knowledge and skills to analyze and manage interventions in genocidal 
and mass atrocity situations is at the heart of effective prevention programs and projects. 
Experts, state and non-state actors engaging in efforts to develop associated policies, 
laws and projects should understand the whole of the conflict process they are dealing 
with, to be able to determine and appropriately manage the necessary interventions. 
Skills in prevention should guide state, community and civil society leaders to be conflict 
sensitive and to integrate preventive measures in social, political and economic 
development initiatives. The aim is to prioritize prevention of escalation of hostilities and 
being able to terminate protracted conflict processes through well-tailored programming 
and management processes. 

The following resources provide knowledge drawn from a range of disciplines e.g. 
management science, political science, international relations, psychology, and non-
traditional processes e.g. needs assessment, early warning and response, to guide 
towards the necessary skills and approaches to prevention of genocide and mass 
atrocities. The resources also focus on both structural and relational elements and 
approaches to planning and management of prevention, and in that way provide a holistic 
guide to implementing all-inclusive interventions that are informed by all factors in the 
conflict situation. 

To this end, the areas covered by the resource include planning and implementation of 
prevention, leadership and communication skills, dialogue, mediation and advocacy, 
managing actors’ risks during prevention, building partnerships for genocide prevention, 
managing gender sensitivity during prevention, and monitoring and evaluation of 
prevention. 

i. Planning and Implementation of Genocide Prevention 

Luc Reychler, Proactive Conflict Prevention: Impact assessment?, International Journal 
of Peace Studies 

http://www.gmu.edu/programs/icar/ijps/vol3_2/reychler.htm


 

 

SaferWorld, Introduction, Conflict-sensitive approaches to development, humanitarian 
assistance and peace building: tools for peace and conflict impact assessment, January 
2004 

SaferWorld, Conflict Sensitive Planning, Conflict-sensitive approaches to development, 
humanitarian assistance and peace building: tools for peace and conflict impact 
assessment, Chapter 3, Module 1, January 2004 

Samuel Atuobi, Implementing the ECOWAS Conflict Prevention Framework: Prospects 
and Challenges, Policy Brief 3/2010, Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training 
Centre, 2010 

USAID, Conducting Conflict Assessment: A Framework for Strategy and Program 
Development, April 2005 

CDA Collaborative Learning Projects, The “Do No Harm” Framework for Analyzing the 
Impact of Assistance on Conflict: A Handbook, Revised April, 2014 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Elections and Conflict Prevention: A 
Guide to Analysis, Planning and Programming, August, 2009 

Kathleen Kuehnast, Manal Omar, Steven E. Steiner, and Hodei Sultan, Lessons from 
Women’s Programs in Afghanistan and Iraq, March 2012 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Better 
Programming Initiative, 2003 

CARE International, Applying Conflict Sensitivity at Project Level – Case Study 1 CARE 
International Kenya’s SWEETENING JUSTICE PROJECT 

[Video] Crisis Management Initiative (CMI), Foresight for conflict prevention in the 
Middle East, Key Drivers of Conflict in Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon, December, 2012 

Guide d’analyses du conflit, UN System Staff College 

James Waller, Confronting Evil: Engaging Our Responsibility to Prevent Genocide, pp. 
211 – 278, Oxford University Press, 2016 

ii. Leadership and Communication Skills for Genocide Prevention 

Beatrix Schmelzle, Training for Conflict Transformation – An Overview of Approaches 
and Resources, 

http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1151/1_APFO_CECORE_CHA.pdf#page=1
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1151/RP_Chapter3_Mod1.pdf#page=1
http://www.kaiptc.org/Publications/Policy-Briefs/Policy-Briefs/Policy-Brief-on-ECPF.aspx
http://www.kaiptc.org/Publications/Policy-Briefs/Policy-Briefs/Policy-Brief-on-ECPF.aspx
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1151/7_USAID(2005)Conducting.pdf#page=1
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1151/7_USAID(2005)Conducting.pdf#page=1
http://cdacollaborative.org/publication/the-do-no-harm-framework-for-analyzing-the-impact-of-assistance-on-conflict-a-handbook/
http://cdacollaborative.org/publication/the-do-no-harm-framework-for-analyzing-the-impact-of-assistance-on-conflict-a-handbook/
http://www.agora-parl.org/sites/default/files/UNDP_Elections_and_Conflict_Prevention_A_Guide_to_Analysis_Planning_and_Programming.pdf
http://www.agora-parl.org/sites/default/files/UNDP_Elections_and_Conflict_Prevention_A_Guide_to_Analysis_Planning_and_Programming.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/lessons%20from%20womens%20programs%20in%20afghanistan.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/lessons%20from%20womens%20programs%20in%20afghanistan.pdf
https://www.ifrc.org/Global/bpi.pdf
https://www.ifrc.org/Global/bpi.pdf
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/48233687/applying-conflict-sensitivity-at-project-level-case-studies
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/48233687/applying-conflict-sensitivity-at-project-level-case-studies
https://vimeo.com/66153285
https://vimeo.com/66153285
http://www.unssc.org/home/themes/peace-security/conflict-analysis-handbook
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/confronting-evil-9780199300709?cc=us&lang=en&
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/schmelzle_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/schmelzle_handbook.pdf


 

 

Dirk Sprenger, The Training Process: Achieving social impact by training 
individuals? How to make sure that training for conflict transformation has an impact on 
conflict transformation, Berghof Research Center, June, 2005 

United Nations, Building Capacities for Public Service in Post-Conflict Countries, 2007  

Alastair J. McKechnie, Building Capacity in Post – Conflict Countries, March 2004, 

Simon Fisher, Dekha Ibrahim Abdi, Jawed Ludin, Richard Smith, Steve Williams and Sue 
Williams, Working with Conflict: Skills and Strategies for Action, Zed Books, 2000 

Gilbert M. Khadigala and Terrence Lyons, The Challenges of Leaderships in Post Conflict 
Transitions: Lessons from Africa, 2006 

Elisa Lopez Lucia, Capacity Building in the Ministry of Interior in Fragile and Post-
conflict Countries, GSDRC, 2015 

HPM C’Leod, The Role of Political Leadership in Post Conflict Recovery: The Case of 
Sierra Leone, George Mason University, School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, 
2006 

Deborah Mancini-Griffoli and André Picot (Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue), Humanitarian Negotiation: A handbook for securing access, assistance and 
protection for civilians in armed conflict, October 2004 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Capacity Development in Post 
Conflict Countries, 2010 

Ron Kraybill, Facilitation Skills for Interpersonal Transformation, Berghof Foundation, 
Revised August, 2004 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Leadership and Change in Post‐
Conflict States: A Case Study of Liberia, 2010 

Partners for Democratic Change, Strengthening Women’s Leadership in Post Conflict 
Environment 

[Video] Mobilizing the Will to Intervene: Leadership and Action to Prevent Mass 
Atrocities, United States Institute of Peace, YouTube, September, 2009 

iii. Dialogue, Mediation and Advocacy: Breaking the Barriers of 
Genocide Prevention 

United Nations, Guidance for Effective Mediation, September 2012 

http://edoc.vifapol.de/opus/volltexte/2011/2583/pdf/sprenger_handbook.pdf
http://edoc.vifapol.de/opus/volltexte/2011/2583/pdf/sprenger_handbook.pdf
http://edoc.vifapol.de/opus/volltexte/2011/2583/pdf/sprenger_handbook.pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/UN/UNPAN028646.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTCDRC/Resources/CDBrief05.pdf
https://books.google.com/books/about/Working_with_Conflict.html?id=FqzZAAAAMAAJ
http://www.academia.edu/3773679/The_Challenges_of_Leadership_in_Post-Conflict_Transitions_Lessons_from_Africa
http://www.academia.edu/3773679/The_Challenges_of_Leadership_in_Post-Conflict_Transitions_Lessons_from_Africa
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ1219.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ1219.pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan026844.pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan026844.pdf
http://www.hdcentre.org/uploads/tx_news/188HumanitarianNegotiation.pdf
http://www.hdcentre.org/uploads/tx_news/188HumanitarianNegotiation.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/aplaws/publication/en/publications/capacity-development/capacity-development-in-post-conflict-countries/CD%20in%20post%20conflict%20countries.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/aplaws/publication/en/publications/capacity-development/capacity-development-in-post-conflict-countries/CD%20in%20post%20conflict%20countries.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/kraybill_handbook.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/aplaws/publication/en/publications/capacity-development/leadership-and-change-in-post-conflict-states---lessons-from-liberia/Leadership%20and%20change%20in%20post-conflict-Liberia.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/aplaws/publication/en/publications/capacity-development/leadership-and-change-in-post-conflict-states---lessons-from-liberia/Leadership%20and%20change%20in%20post-conflict-Liberia.pdf
http://www.partnersglobal.org/network/kosovo/kosovo-success-stories/strengthening-women2019s-leadership-in-a-post-conflict-environment
http://www.partnersglobal.org/network/kosovo/kosovo-success-stories/strengthening-women2019s-leadership-in-a-post-conflict-environment
http://www.usip.org/events/mobilizing-the-will-intervene-leadership-and-action-prevent-mass-atrocities
http://www.usip.org/events/mobilizing-the-will-intervene-leadership-and-action-prevent-mass-atrocities
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/undpa/shared/undpa/pdf/UN%20Guidance%20for%20Effective%20Mediation.pdf


 

 

Hans J. Giessmann and Oliver Wils, Seeking Compromise? Mediation Through the Eyes 
of Conflict Parties, Berghof Foundation, 2010 

Norbert Ropers, From Resolution to Transformation: The Role of Dialogue 
Projects, Transforming Ethnopolitical Conflict, 2004  

EU-US Technical Dialogue and Increased Cooperation in Crisis Management and Conflict 
Prevention, Work Plan, March, 2008 

International Alert: Women Waging Peace, Inclusive Security, Sustainable Peace: A 
Toolkit for Advocacy and Action, 2004, 

European Union, Concept on Strengthening EU Mediation and Dialogue Capacities, 
November 2009 

European Union, Strengthening National Capacities for Mediation and Dialogue: 
National Dialogue Platforms and Infrastructures for Peace, November 2012 

European Union, Mediation and Dialogue in Transitional Processes from Non-state 
Armed Groups to Political Movements/Political Parties, November 2012  

European Peace building Liaison Office (EPLO), EPLO Statement on the European 
Union’s Role in Dialogue and Mediation, October 2009 

Mark Barwick, Before the Unspeakable Occurs: Dialogue and the Prevention of Mass 
Atrocities, January 2015 

Budapest Centre for the International Prevention of Genocide and Mass 
Atrocities, Dialogue as a Tool for Addressing Mass Atrocities 

Hannes Siebert, National Peace and Dialogue Structures: Strengthening the Immune 
System from Within instead of Prescribing Antibiotics, in Barbara Unger, Stina 
Lundström, Katrin Planta and Beatrix Austin (eds). Peace Infrastructures – Assessing 
Concept and Practice. Berghof Handbook Dialogue Series No. 10. Berlin: Berghof 
Foundation, December, 2012 

Elazar Barkan, Historical Dialogue and the Prevention of Atrocity Crimes, in Sheri P. 
Rosenberg, Tibi Galis and Alex Zucker, Reconstructing Atrocity Prevention, Cambridge 
University Press, 2015 

iv. Managing Actors’ Risks During Genocide Prevention 

Larissa Fast, Security and Risk Management for Peace Building Organizations, Berghof 
Foundation, 2014 

http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/giessmann_wils_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/giessmann_wils_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/ropers_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/ropers_handbook.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/us/docs/eu_us_crisis_management_work_plan_en.pdf
https://www.inclusivesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/101864251-Toolkit-for-Advocacy-and-Action.pdf
https://www.inclusivesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/101864251-Toolkit-for-Advocacy-and-Action.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/concept_strengthening_eu_med_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/2013_eeas_mediation_support_factsheet_peace_infrastructures_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/2013_eeas_mediation_support_factsheet_peace_infrastructures_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/2013_eeas_mediation_support_factsheet_armed_groups_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/2013_eeas_mediation_support_factsheet_armed_groups_en.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/assets/files/3.%20Resources/EPLO%20Publications/EPLO_Statement_European_Union_Role_in_Dialogue_and_Mediation.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/assets/files/3.%20Resources/EPLO%20Publications/EPLO_Statement_European_Union_Role_in_Dialogue_and_Mediation.pdf
http://www.genocideprevention.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Mark-Barwick-dialogue-7-Jan-15.pdf
http://www.genocideprevention.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Mark-Barwick-dialogue-7-Jan-15.pdf
http://www.genocideprevention.eu/dialogue/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Dialogue_Chapters/dialogue10_siebert_comm.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Dialogue_Chapters/dialogue10_siebert_comm.pdf
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/law/criminal-law/reconstructing-atrocity-prevention
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Handbook/Articles/fast_handbook.pdf
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Chapter 6: Thematic Issues 

Situations of genocide and mass atrocities contain a complex relationship between 
historical, social, political and cultural factors on which mass killings and other crimes 
intended to destroy a group are predicated. The emerging multi-level and multi-
dimensional genocide prevention architecture around the world seeks to craft 
complementary solutions to disable these key factors from being exploited to mobilize 
for violence, and to create awareness and sensitivity about them. 

This chapter contains various resources organized under thematic areas to provide a 
conceptual and operational terrain to help shape possible interventions to terminate 
genocidal processes. For example, considering the role of the state in existing cases of 
organized, deliberate, and targeted mass killings, the resources cover rule of law, 
economic conditions of especially peasants, governance and conflict indicators, 
democracy, etc. 

Other themes covered through a prevention perspective include land and electoral 
conflicts, human rights, advocacy and treatment of victims and perpetrators after 
genocide and mass atrocities, and the roles of the judiciary, technology, media, traditional 
methods, and memorization in genocide prevention. The resources considered under 
reconciliation provide lessons learned and recommendations towards prevention, 
especially from truth-seeking commissions (e.g. in Rwanda and Kenya). 
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the Baganda in Uganda, Excerpt from Integrating Traditional and Modern conflict 
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https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/146648/ACCORD-monograph-2012-2.pdf


 

 

resolution experiences from selected cases in Eastern and Horn of Africa, Africa Dialogue 
Monograph Series NO. 2/2012, African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of 
Disputes 

Endalew Lijalem Enyew, Ethiopian customary dispute resolution mechanisms: Forms of 
restorative justice?, African Journal on Conflict Resolution, African Centre for the 
Constructive Resolution of Disputes 

UNESCO, The Role of Culture in Peace and Reconciliation, April 2013, 

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistant (IDEA), Traditional Justice 
and Reconciliation after Violent Conflict: Learning from African Experiences, 2008 

Buhari, Lateef Oluwafemi and Ajayi, Adeyinka Theresa, Methods of Conflict Resolution 
in African Traditional Society, IAAPR, 2014 

Jacqueline Wilson, Local Peace Processes in Sudan and South Sudan, United States 
Institute of Peace, 2014 

xi. Memorialization and Genocide Prevention 

Nereida Cross and Helen Jarvis, Documenting the Cambodian Genocide on Multimedia, 
Yale Centre for International and Area Studies Genocide Studies Program, Working 
Paper GS 04 (1998), 

Aaron Weah, Post Conflict Memorialization in Liberia: Progress and Challenges, 2012 

African Union Commission, The African Union Human Rights Memorial: Remembering 
Victims of Mass Atrocities in Africa, January 2012 

Genocide Memorials, Genocide Archive of Rwanda 

Kigali Genocide Memorial, Testimonies and Confessions from Perpetrators 

Judicial Archives from the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, The Holocaust Survivors and Victims 
Resource Center 

Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum 

Susan E. Cook, The Politics of Preservation in Rwanda, 2006 

http://www.accord.org.za/ajcr-issues/%EF%BF%BCethiopian-customary-dispute-resolution-mechanisms/
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http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/images/PeaceReconciliationENG.pdf
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Elisabeth King,  “Memory Controversies in Post-Genocide Rwanda: Implications for 
Peacebuilding” Genocide Studies and Prevention: An International Journal, 2010, Vol. 5: 
Iss. 3 

Judy Barsalou and Victoria Baxter, The Urge to Remember The Role of Memorials in 
Social Reconstruction and Transitional Justice, United States Institute of Peace, January 
2007 

Liberata Gahongayire, The Contribution of Memory in Healing and Preventing Genocide 
in Rwanda, International Journal of Innovation and Applied Studies, 2015 

Conclusion 

This resource manual has attempted to provide learning materials to help expand 
understanding of the scope and range of instruments and approaches to genocide and 
mass atrocity prevention. AIPR recognizes and appreciates the works and contributions 
of individuals, institutions, organizations, and efforts of all involved that have made it 
possible to develop and publish these resources. We are hopeful that  organizing them 
into a single resource and presenting them thematically will make easy reference for 
governments, international organizations, national mechanisms and civil society 
organizations to guide the development and implementation of more effective 
interventions towards prevention. 

AIPR works to build a world that prevents genocide and mass atrocity crimes. Sustained 
application of the tools, frameworks and other guidelines contained in these resources, 
and sharing of experiences in how they contribute to guide practitioners towards 
effective prevention will help create a more informed and effective genocide and mass 
atrocity prevention community. We are also hopeful that partnerships, networks and 
collaborations between users and producers of these resources will emerge to expand 
the practice of prevention across disciplines and fields of works. 

The next phase in this effort is to develop a Training Manual for Genocide and Mass 
Atrocity Prevention. In lieu of the provision of thematically organized genocide 
prevention resources, this Training Manual will provide more detailed, narrative 
instruction taking into account lessons learned from the application of this Training 
Resource Manual. We therefore encourage and invite users of this resource manual to 
exchange ideas and to give feedback to AIPR about identified gaps, needs, priorities and 
how to best to customize the Training Manual to develop skills and improve 
effectiveness of prevention efforts especially in vulnerable and victim communities. 
Please use the contacts provided on this website for such communication and other 
relevant opinions. 

In this regard, regional, country and community-specific experiences and observations 
will be most appreciated, to ensure the next step captures and is well tailored to 
appropriately respond to the needs of each working environment. For example, the type 

http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/gsp/vol5/iss3/6
http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/gsp/vol5/iss3/6
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/srs5.pdf
http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/srs5.pdf
http://www.ijias.issr-journals.org/abstract.php?article=IJIAS-14-280-04
http://www.ijias.issr-journals.org/abstract.php?article=IJIAS-14-280-04


 

 

of curriculum for short courses for government officials, civil society and community 
leaders, as well as training courses for practitioners in the field of genocide and mass 
atrocity prevention. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

For questions and comments, please contact the staff of AIPG’s Africa Programs: 
Director – Dr. Ashad Sentongo – ashad.sentongo@auschwitzinstitute.org 
Executive Director – Dr. Tibi Galis – tibi.galis@auschwitzinstitute.org 
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