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poprlation, said Stahm Sims, senior plan-
ner for the crty of Plano. In Collin County,
Sirns said, morethan 83,OOO makeup about
11 percent ofthe population.

"People really apprwiate this opporhrni-
ty to get free services from atiornqn" snid
Jian Li, m-chairwoman of MmR.'Olhcr-
wise they have to pay hundreds of dollarsl

Rub€rr Martinez of Plano wa.s an cKam-
ple.

"It's good because we donthave enough
money to spend to go get informationi he
said-

Not onlytlug he saidhewas assuredthat
the information he got at the wor*shop wa.s
reliable.

The worlahop mnsisted of lectrres from
a USCIS supervisoa an FBI agent and an
immigration afiomey to talk about general
information and requirements ofthe immi-
gration prooess. Seven rrchrnteer multilin-
gual attornep also were available for specif-

ic questions on attendees'applicarioru and
situations.

NoamanAz.har, an immigration attorney
who speaks Unihu rrolunteered at the rmrt-
slrop for the seond time Sahuday-

He said mauy immigranb assrune their
rhg|uh imtgoodenorghto applyforcitim
sLig hrt th.y dmt lrnoqr that a basic lrmowl-
edge of fu language h all that i.s required.
This is the tlpe ofidormation, he sai4 immi-
granb arc ghdto be ableto get for fue.

Khatina Wahab of McKinney, wtro coor-

Inurd$adon hrysr lrrekka Clark (right) gives legal advice to Garland residents Tony
Huynh and Meifang Dieng.

dinat€d the went said feedbs{k has beert
overuihelming.

"I'm sdll grilting phone calls," she said"
Thrywant to knowvihen the next work-
shopis."

Wahab said the went's suomss hns giv€n
MSR and its services erposure.

"r{t least now they knsw there's a body
wor*ing for thenf she said-

Sosrorn Yoo is s. rwiglrfusgo ffior, 9n cm fu
rearhzd at 469- ifJo.ffi S.

Immigrants benefit from frre
attorney sewices at workshop

By SAEROM YOO
syoo@neighborsgo.com

me ZpoparL 19, oflning spoke on be-
hatr of his Mexico-native mother,
Arna:ra, at the CItizenship Information
Worlcshop in Plano on April 17.

He said though his mother has lived in
the US. for almost two decades, Enilish is
still abig obstacle fon her - and will contin-
ue to be nihen she applies for citizenship.

She's smdying hanl but still her English
isn't very shongi he said"

fhe Apopons were a cou$e of about tSO
wtro dendedthefree wenthostedby Plano's
Multiftlurral Gfteach Roundtable While
many, like the Zpopanq were looking for
hdp i" &eimmigretion procs in theirna-
tiw lansuage, onhers onnlhed immigration
attomgn without fear dlqal fees-

More than 4d),ffiO foreign dtizens live in
Planq making up about 15.5 percent of the
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lttildgldon lawFr lrrekka Clark (right) gives legal advice to Garland residents Tony Huynh and
Meifang Dieng.
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Immrgrants benefit from free
attorney seruices at workshop

By SAEROM YOO
syoo@neighborsgo.com

ose Zapopan" 19, of hling
spoke on behalf of his Meri-
m-native mother, Amaya"
at the Citizenship Informa-

tion Worlcshop in Plano on April
r7.

He said though his mother
has lived in the U.S. for almost
twodecades, English isstil abig
ohacleforher - andwill con-
tinue to beuihen she applies for
citizenship.

"She's studying hard but still
her Endish isntverystronf he
said-

The Zapopans were a couple
of about 15O w*ro attended tle
free event host€d by Plano's
Multi-Cbltural Outreach
Roundtable. While many, like
the Zapopanq were looking for
help in the immigration process
in their native l*gorge others
consulted immigration attor-
ne5n without fear of l.gal fe*s.

More than 40,000 foreign
citizens live in Plano, making up
about 15.5 percent of the popu-
Iation, saidStephen Sims, senior
plennsp for the city of Plano. In
Collin County, Sims said more
than 83,OOO make up about ll

percent of the population.
"People really appreciate this

opportunity to get free services
from attorneys,'saidJian Li, co-
chairwoman of MCOR "Other-
wise tley have to pay hundreds
ofdollars.'

Ruben Martinez of Plano was
anexample-

"It's good because we dont
have enoug! moneyto spend to
go get informationi he said.

Not onlythat he said he wa.s
assured that the information he
got at the workshop was reliable.

The workshop consisted of
letures from a USCIS supervi-
sor, an FBI agent and an immi-
gration attorney to talk about
general inforrnation and re-
quirements of the immigration
process. Seven volunteer multi-
lingual attorneys also were avail-
able for specific questions on at-
tendees' applications and
situations.

Noaman Azhar, an immigra-
tion attorneyufro speaks Urdu,
volunteered atthe worlrshop for
tbe second time Saturday.

He said many immigrants as-
sume their n'nglish isnt gmd
enoug! to apply for citizenship,
but they don't how that a basic
knowledge of the language is all

that is requireil This is the tlpe
of inforrnation, he said, immi-
grants are glad to be able to get
forfree.

Khatina Wahab of McKinney,
nfro coordinated fie event, said
feedback has been ovennihelm-
irrg.

"I'm sdll getting phone calls,'
she said- "lhey want to know
udren the nextworlahop is."

Wahab said the event's suc-
cess has given MCOR and its
services e:rlrosure.

At least now they know
there's a body working for tJrem,o
shesaid-

futrwn Ym is a nc$hbsgo editor.
She cun be twchd, at #9A3&,ffi85.
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