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SYNOPSIS 
 
Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia with 4 million inhabitants, on a rainy day. A glance 

out the window of a moving car focuses in on shrouded female figures. With circumspection 

and respect, filmmaker Corinne Kuenzli wins the confidence of these women who sweep the 

streets and they allow her to film them. In the privacy of their own four walls, the women 

remove their coverings, tell their life stories, speak about their worries and misery but also of 

their happiness and wishes for the future. Their intimate accounts are combined with 

atmospherically strong images which show the women in their private daily lives: with their 

families, celebrating together in honor of the Holy Mary and during their strenuous work on 

the dusty streets. The pictures reflecting hard reality are contrasted by the floating melodies of 

flutes by the Ethiopian composer Abegasu Shiota. A multi-facetted portrait emerges of four 

remarkable survival artists in a land marked by uncertainty and poverty.  

 
 
 
 
SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 
 

A discreet, respectful and multi-facetted portrait of four remarkable Ethiopian women, 

coping with life in a city marked by uncertainty and poverty. 

 

Filmmaker Corinne Kuenzli succeeds in accompanying four Ethiopian women – masked street 

sweepers – into their homes and their lives, learning about their worries and their hopes, 

creating a poetic documentary from their intimate testimonies entwined with scenes from the 

daily lives of these survival artists. 
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1959 born in Basle, Switzerland 

1976-77 Resides in Pori, Finland 

1979-1984 Studies Ancient Greek, Latin, Spanish and Philosophy at the University of Berne 

1983-84 Spanish Studies in Madrid, Spain 

1985-1988 Resides in New York; receives a Master of Arts in Cinema Studies from New York 
University, works at the MoMA and for the Millennium Film Journal 

1988-1992 works in development and production for Limbo and Carac Film AG 

1992-2002 Managing Director of euroinfo/MEDIA Desk Switzerland 

2002-2006 resides mainly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, collaborates in various documentary film 
projects. “Sweeping Addis” is her first film. 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 


