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Putney	
  Tennyson	
  Bowling	
  &	
  Community	
  Club,	
  Frances	
  Road,	
  Putney,	
  NSW

	
  
	
  

	
  

A	
  premier	
  event	
  for	
  every	
  woodworker!	
  From	
  the	
  home	
  DIYer	
  	
  
to	
  the	
  most	
  passionate	
  of	
  enthusiasts.See	
  the	
  best	
  in	
  the	
  indus-­‐

Relax	
  and	
  recharge	
  in	
  our	
  complimentary	
  visitor	
  lounge	
  and,	
  at	
  
the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  the	
  free	
  parcel	
  pickup	
  	
  

2011	
  show	
  winner
Inter	
  se	
  -­‐	
  American	
  Rock	
  

-­‐
glass	
  sheet,	
  by	
  Rhys	
  Jones.

	
  
between	
  or	
  amongst	
  
themselves.	
  Full	
  story	
  in	
  

available	
  on	
  the	
  website.
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I	
  started	
  reading	
  in	
  the	
  full	
  

always	
  seem	
  to	
  lack	
  important	
  
details,	
  which	
  always	
  seem	
  to	
  be	
  
vague,	
  missed	
  out,	
  or	
  edited	
  out	
  

But	
  I	
  decided,	
  why	
  not?	
  A	
  simple	
  
machine,	
  historically	
  a	
  co-­‐oper-­‐

-­‐
penter	
  and	
  blacksmith	
  (and	
  not	
  

processes,	
  I	
  thought.	
  So,	
  I	
  set	
  out	
  
to	
  reclaim	
  that	
  past	
  knowledge,	
  
which	
  in	
  reality	
  became	
  a	
  journey	
  
of	
  discovery	
  of	
  the	
  past.

	
  
of	
  the	
  individual	
  parts	
  were	
  
worked	
  out	
  and	
  made	
  to	
  integrate	
  
into	
  the	
  whole.

The	
  overall	
  concept	
  of	
  the	
  ma-­‐
chine	
  is	
  simplicity	
  itself.	
  However,	
  

making	
  each	
  play	
  their	
  part	
  was	
  a	
  
series	
  of	
  headaches,	
  made	
  prob-­‐

ball	
  rac-­‐es	
  in	
  place	
  of	
  greased	
  

how	
  come	
  it’s	
  so	
  hard	
  (superior	
  

a	
  few	
  photos	
  as	
  drawings	
  was	
  a	
  

was	
  basically	
  a	
  ‘vernacular	
  proto-­‐
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type’,	
  and	
  not	
  real	
  smart.	
  There	
  

-­‐

so	
  on,	
  and	
  so	
  on.	
  So,	
  is	
  this	
  really	
  
important?	
  Well,	
  yes	
  and	
  no.

Such	
  machines	
  were	
  developed	
  
all	
  over	
  Europe	
  on	
  substan-­‐

Many	
  must	
  have	
  been	
  duds	
  that	
  
looked	
  the	
  part,	
  but	
  didn’t	
  per-­‐

the	
  duds	
  and	
  the	
  working	
  ones	
  
more	
  likely	
  the	
  patched	
  up	
  and	
  
worn	
  out	
  ones,	
  having	
  served	
  
their	
  owners	
  well	
  past	
  their	
  
prime.

was	
  the	
  means	
  by	
  which	
  country	
  
people	
  could	
  gain	
  some	
  measure	
  
of	
  independence	
  from	
  principally	
  
working	
  as	
  agricultural	
  labour	
  on	
  

step	
  up	
  from	
  serfdom.

and	
  wool	
  was	
  a	
  major	
  local	
  indus-­‐
try	
  in	
  areas	
  where	
  it	
  was	
  grown,	
  
adding	
  considerable	
  value	
  to	
  the	
  
basic	
  commodity.	
  In	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  
wool,	
  it	
  took	
  approximately	
  four	
  
spinners	
  to	
  supply	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  

made	
  a	
  ‘family	
  enterprise’	
  and	
  

the	
  degree	
  of	
  independence	
  it	
  
-­‐

ity,	
  spinning	
  was	
  done	
  by	
  women.	
  

–	
  usually	
  by	
  men	
  (hence	
  “spin-­‐
ster”	
  and	
  the	
  surname	
  “Weav-­‐

The	
  heyday	
  of	
  hand	
  spinning	
  
and	
  weaving	
  was	
  during	
  the	
  Na-­‐
poleonic	
  Wars,	
  when	
  demand	
  for	
  

-­‐
stripped	
  demand.	
  (This	
  also	
  her-­‐

principally	
  water,	
  then	
  steam	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  

-­‐
cessive	
  wars	
  involving	
  most	
  of	
  
Europe	
  being	
  on	
  one	
  side	
  or	
  
another,	
  England	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  
prosper	
  despite	
  waging	
  a	
  war	
  
against	
  Napoleon’s	
  forces	
  and	
  his	
  

-­‐

men,	
  ships,	
  arms	
  and	
  cannon	
  

the	
  same.	
  He	
  established	
  his	
  Con-­‐
-­‐

(and	
  incidentally	
  introduced	
  a	
  
common	
  method	
  of	
  measure-­‐

Meanwhile,	
  England	
  organised	
  

both	
  sides	
  set	
  out	
  to	
  starve	
  the	
  
other	
  into	
  submission.	
  The	
  gen-­‐

those	
  who	
  could	
  supply	
  what	
  	
  

was	
  needed.	
  Both	
  Napoleon’s	
  

blockade	
  were	
  full	
  of	
  holes,	
  which	
  
-­‐

als.	
  Spinners	
  and	
  weavers	
  were	
  

circumstances.	
  

But	
  towards	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  hos-­‐

men	
  and	
  ships	
  were	
  no	
  longer	
  
-­‐

ners	
  and	
  weavers,	
  this	
  was	
  made	
  
-­‐

chines.	
  

So,	
  what	
  happened	
  to	
  all	
  those	
  
spinners	
  and	
  weavers?	
  They	
  
gradually	
  found	
  other	
  means	
  of	
  
employment	
  and	
  the	
  wheels	
  and	
  
looms	
  fell	
  into	
  disrepair	
  and	
  even-­‐

corners	
  of	
  the	
  country,	
  were	
  self	
  

‘technically	
  challenged’	
  should	
  
make	
  an	
  industrial	
  heirloom	
  such	
  

enough,	
  mine	
  sold	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  

Easter	
  Show.	
  

a	
  new	
  market	
  for	
  green	
  energy	
  
friendly	
  spinning	
  wheels	
  in	
  an	
  era	
  
of	
  rising	
  power	
  prices?	
  History!	
  

came	
  to	
  be	
  and	
  why.

Silas	
  Kopf	
  update
	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  

and	
  Thorp,	
  Part	
  2
	
  .	
  .	
  .	
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Some	
  members	
  were	
  fortunate	
  

conducted	
  in	
  Sydney	
  in	
  March.	
  

-­‐
shop	
  a	
  challenge,	
  but	
  worth	
  the	
  
‘stretch’	
  for	
  the	
  insights	
  gained	
  

how	
  to	
  incorporate	
  them	
  into	
  

teacher	
  with	
  the	
  highest	
  exper-­‐

deeply	
  charitable	
  sense	
  of	
  hu-­‐
mour.	
  He	
  was	
  tolerant	
  of	
  incom-­‐
plete	
  success,	
  and	
  generous	
  with	
  

We	
  congratulate	
  Silas	
  Kopf	
  on	
  
recently	
  having	
  works	
  accepted	
  

The	
  Museum	
  of	
  Fine	
  Arts	
  Boston	
  
(Three	
  Mile	
  Island	
  desk	
  and	
  Tele-­‐

and	
  the	
  Mint	
  Museum	
  in	
  

has	
  shown	
  at	
  the	
  Milwaukee	
  Art	
  

Three	
  Mile	
  Island	
  desk

Silas	
  Kopf	
  update

Museum	
  and	
  has	
  a	
  piece	
  in	
  their	
  

Kopf	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  

in	
  October	
  this	
  year.	
  
Homes	
  Magazine	
  has	
  already	
  fea-­‐
tured	
  his	
  newly	
  completed	
  cabi-­‐
net,	
   .	
  This	
  trompe	
  l’oeil	
  
cabinet	
  features	
  a	
  hidden	
  door	
  
as	
  well	
  as	
  several	
  compartments.	
  



Sturt Wood Courses 2012

Cnr Range Rd & Waverley Pde , Mittagong

postal: P.O. Box 34 Mittagong NSW 2575

fax: 02 4860 2081 ph: 02 4860 2083

Email:  ddryen@sturt.nsw.edu.au

www.sturt.nsw.edu.au 

     Details & enrolment forms on our website

AUSTRALIAN  

CONTEMPORARY

CRAFT & DESIGN

STURT

STURT

S
T
U

R
T

S
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U

R
T

AUSTRALIAN CONTEMPORARY CRAFT

Weekly Classes:
Mondays & Tuesdays 6-­9pm, Tues 10-­3pm

Short Courses:
Tuning & sharpening with Daryl Ingate   

10th & 11th  March  

nd March

th & 27th May

4week cabinetmaking  with Roy Schack 20th Aug-­14th Sept  

Shaker boxes with Phoebe Everill  18th & 19th August

Woodwork for women with Phoebe Everill  15th & 16th September

Intro to woodwork for kids with Phoebe Everill  30th September

th & 28th October

10 Week courses: 
30th January -­ 5th

23rd April -­ 29th June 2012  with James Carr 

Winter School:  2nd-­6th July 2012

Marquetry with Katalin Sallai

Make a small table with Leon Sadubin

Graduate Exhibition  24 November -­ 9 December 2012

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au

144	
  Renwick	
  Street
Marrickville,	
  NSW	
  2204

P:	
  02	
  9558	
  8444,	
  F:	
  02	
  9558	
  8044
anagote@hotmail.com

Monday	
  to	
  Friday:	
  8am	
  -­‐	
  4pm
Saturday:	
  9	
  -­‐	
  11:30am
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-­‐

texture	
  and	
  grain	
  and	
  uses
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S

spent	
  a	
  year	
  at	
  the	
  London	
  College	
  of	
  Furniture.	
  He	
  become	
  Head	
  Teacher	
  of	
  Cabinetmaking	
  at	
  Lidcombe	
  TAFE,	
  

Ex-­‐employees	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  

in	
  many	
  parts	
  of	
  Australia,	
  some	
  

in	
  their	
  own	
  businesses.	
  Some	
  of	
  
these	
  include	
  Bowman	
  &	
  Rodgers,	
  
Duncan	
  &	
  Whelan,	
  Ron	
  Locke	
  Pty	
  
Ltd.,	
  Nelson	
  &	
  Johnston,	
  Franklin	
  
&	
  Smith	
  and	
  many	
  more.

worked	
  in	
  the	
  factory.	
  But	
  by	
  
the	
  1950s	
  there	
  were	
  only	
  180	
  
employees,	
  falling	
  to	
  around	
  80	
  in	
  

employees	
  gave	
  20	
  years	
  or	
  more	
  
of	
  faithful	
  service.	
  

Seven	
  employees	
  gave	
  over	
  50	
  
years	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  service.	
  One	
  em-­‐

	
  

going	
  to	
  be	
  permanent	
  I	
  wouldn’t	
  
have	
  started”.	
  

They	
  were	
  always	
  rewarded	
  

payment	
  of	
  unused	
  sick	
  pay,	
  a	
  
Christmas	
  hamper,	
  and	
  consider-­‐

of	
  absence	
  due	
  to	
  family	
  illness	
  

Thorp	
  families	
  owned	
  six	
  houses	
  
in	
  and	
  around	
  Banksia	
  and	
  these	
  
were	
  let	
  to	
  employees	
  at	
  gener-­‐
ous	
  rent.	
  	
  

It	
  was	
  always	
  popularly	
  accept-­‐

major	
  training	
  ground	
  for	
  furni-­‐
ture	
  tradesmen.	
  To	
  work	
  at	
  the	
  

the	
  Tivoli,	
  Saturday	
  cricket	
  teams	
  
and	
  golf	
  club,	
  with	
  annual	
  picnics	
  
and	
  harbour	
  cruises	
  to	
  Neilsen	
  
Park	
  and	
  many	
  harbour	
  beaches,	
  

-­‐
nual	
  cabarets	
  at	
  Rockdale	
  Town	
  
Hall	
  and	
  many	
  employees	
  played	
  

and	
  other	
  sports	
  together	
  at	
  
weekends.	
  

Street	
  (you	
  were	
  out	
  if	
  the	
  ball	
  
landed	
  on	
  Princes	
  Highway	
  or	
  on	
  

The	
  factory	
  at	
  Rockdale	
  pro-­‐

and	
  Sutherland	
  Shire	
  residents	
  
and	
  in	
  the	
  1940s	
  returning	
  service	
  

-­‐
ment	
  Retraining	
  Scheme.	
  The	
  
company	
  was	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  mi-­‐
grant	
  training	
  program,	
  employing	
  

-­‐



9www.woodworkersnsw.org.au

Rockdale.	
  Many	
  tradesmen	
  came	
  
to	
  the	
  company	
  following	
  the	
  

Scheme.

With	
  their	
  commitment	
  to	
  
training	
  R	
  &	
  T	
  would	
  always	
  take	
  

most	
  would	
  stay	
  for	
  several	
  years	
  

become	
  valued	
  tradesmen,	
  some	
  

-­‐

were	
  in	
  extension	
  table	
  construc-­‐

-­‐

belt	
  sanding,	
  veneer	
  matching,	
  
veneer	
  laying,	
  shaped	
  component	
  

and	
  many	
  more.	
  The	
  factory	
  also	
  
-­‐

tenance	
  engineer,	
  saw	
  and	
  tool	
  
-­‐

at	
  a	
  showroom	
  in	
  North	
  Sydney.	
  
A	
  lot	
  of	
  work	
  was	
  contracted	
  out	
  
with	
  two	
  wood-­‐turners	
  and	
  two	
  
carvers	
  producing	
  components.	
  
Other	
  companies	
  provided	
  metal	
  

and	
  special	
  custom-­‐built	
  pieces,	
  
lounge	
  chair	
  frames	
  and	
  uphol-­‐
stery	
  sewers.

became	
  well	
  known	
  for	
  producing	
  

church	
  and	
  school	
  furniture.	
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From	
  the	
  1920s,	
  they	
  kept	
  a	
  full	
  

to	
  50	
  workers.	
  It	
  also	
  allowed	
  

short	
  of	
  work	
  to	
  move	
  tradesmen	
  

incubators	
  made	
  for	
  industry	
  
under	
  licence	
  to	
  Buckeye,	
  an	
  
American	
  company,	
  and	
  Bluebird	
  

-­‐

producing	
  suitable	
  hardware.

were	
  a	
  leading	
  supplier	
  of	
  radio	
  
cabinets	
  to	
  the	
  manufacturers	
  of	
  
radio	
  receiving	
  sets.	
  

The	
  development	
  of	
  this	
  sec-­‐

due	
  to	
  what	
  was	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  

-­‐
ported	
  complete	
  radio	
  sets	
  that,	
  

Australia,	
  mostly	
  from	
  America.	
  

encourage	
  a	
  very	
  important	
  sec-­‐
ondary	
  industry,	
  providing	
  work	
  
for	
  many	
  Australians.

During	
  WWII,	
  its	
  output	
  was	
  de-­‐

-­‐
ers	
  producing	
  parts	
  for	
  Hawker	
  
De	
  Haviland,	
  who	
  produced	
  the	
  

in	
  Victoria.

Together	
  with	
  many	
  other	
  furni-­‐

&	
  Thorp	
  produced	
  spares	
  and	
  

glued	
  together	
  with	
  urea	
  formal-­‐
dehyde.	
  

thicknesses	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Spruce	
  
and	
  plywoods,	
  and	
  other	
  hard	
  
materials	
  such	
  as	
  diatex	
  and	
  di-­‐

alac	
  made	
  of	
  highly	
  pressed	
  cloth	
  
and	
  resin.

Other	
  defence	
  products	
  were	
  
-­‐

sland	
  maple,	
  jungle	
  knife	
  handles	
  

trestle	
  tables	
  for	
  the	
  Army.

During	
  the	
  war	
  a	
  threshold	
  

costs	
  that	
  made	
  the	
  selling	
  price	
  
uneconomical.	
  

The	
  only	
  other	
  item	
  produced	
  
outside	
  of	
  defence	
  supply	
  was	
  
shaped	
  plywood	
  mouldings,	
  usu-­‐
ally	
  veneered	
  crossgrain,	
  and	
  sold	
  

radio	
  cabinet	
  dining	
  room	
  suite	
  
manufacturers.

The	
  1950s	
  saw	
  the	
  company	
  
producing	
  many	
  types	
  of	
  radio-­‐

AWA	
  and	
  Stromberg	
  Carlson.	
  



11www.woodworkersnsw.org.au

of	
  furniture	
  made	
  out	
  of	
  matched	
  
veneers	
  of	
  European	
  and	
  Ameri-­‐

player	
  decks.

Sewing	
  machine	
  cabinets	
  were	
  
produced	
  for	
  Bebarfalds	
  Ltd	
  
and	
  Pinnocks.	
  The	
  cabinet	
  and	
  
table	
  models	
  were	
  made	
  out	
  of	
  

style,	
  with	
  tapered	
  rectangular	
  

-­‐
ing	
  machine	
  hinged	
  down	
  inside	
  

the	
  most	
  popular	
  model	
  was	
  the	
  
portable	
  with	
  a	
  rounded	
  top	
  of	
  

-­‐
chine	
  base.

	
  

	
  

	
  

I	
  regret	
  to	
  inform	
  that	
  the	
  Parlia-­‐
ment	
  House	
  display	
  in	
  Septem-­‐
ber	
  will	
  not	
  proceed.	
  Although	
  
we	
  booked	
  the	
  space	
  over	
  two	
  
years	
  ago,	
  the	
  current	
  President	
  

decided	
  that	
   the	
  display	
   is	
  not	
  
suitable	
  for	
  the	
  Fountain	
  Court.	
  

for	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  be	
  reversed	
  
and	
  have	
   pleaded	
  our	
   case	
   by	
  
correspondence	
  and	
   in	
  person	
  
without	
   success.	
   The	
   commit-­‐

or	
   a	
   future	
   members’	
   display.	
  
Any	
   member	
   who	
   knows	
   of	
  
a	
   suitable	
   venue	
   is	
   invited	
   to	
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   www.howardproducts.com.au

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   www.nover.com.au
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Contact	
  Peter	
  Harris	
  	
  
or	
  Kim	
  Larymore	
  
(see	
  last	
  page	
  for	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
(wheels	
  newly	
  

rubbbered,	
  new	
  bearings	
  top	
  

	
  
plus	
  	
  

	
  
pot	
  spray	
  gun.	
  

All	
  3-­‐phase	
  motors	
  and	
  all	
  in	
  
	
  

the	
  jointer,	
  thicknesser	
  	
  
and	
  bandsaw.	
  

I	
  also	
  have	
  some	
  very	
  nice	
  

approx	
  1	
  cubic	
  metre,	
  and	
  

red	
  gum,	
  plus	
  other	
  bits	
  and	
  
	
  

I	
  can’t	
  refuse.
	
  

	
  
1191	
  Old	
  Nothern	
  Road
Middle	
  Dural	
  NSW	
  2158

	
  

	
  
Learn	
  with	
  the	
  master
Richard	
  Crosland’s	
  

operates	
  small,	
  hands-­‐on	
  
classes	
  for	
  students	
  	
  

of	
  all	
  levels.	
  
	
  

atmosphere	
  fosters	
  rapid	
  
progress	
  and	
  many	
  	
  

-­‐
ing	
  result.	
  

All	
  tools	
  are	
  provided	
  and	
  
work	
  in	
  progress	
  can	
  be	
  
stored	
  at	
  the	
  Alexandria	
  	
  

workshop.	
  

Call	
  Richard	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  	
  

	
  
Repairs	
  and	
  Service

Academy	
  HSS	
  irons

Trade	
  prices	
  on:	
  

DMT	
  diamond	
  plates	
  	
  

and	
  King	
  waterstones

with	
  
Paul	
  Nicholson

at	
  

WORKSHOP

Focus	
  on	
  hand	
  skills
All	
  levels	
  welcome
Call	
  for	
  details



www.woodworkersnsw.org.au
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