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Next meeting of the association

2013 Monday meeting dates
4 February, 1 April, 3 June, 5 August, 7 October, 2 December

 
2013 Newsletter content submission deadline dates

7 January, 4 March, 6 May, 1 July, 2 September, 4 November

An exhibition of some 30 pieces 
opened on Saturday 19 January 
2013 and continues until Sunday 
17 February 2013. “Studio Wood-
workers Australia is an initiative 
of professional artists and wood-
workers from across Australia 
banding together to provide sup-

Studio Woodworkers 
Australia launched
A new national association, Studio Woodworkers 
Australia (SWA) formed in 2012, has launched its first 
major public display of members’ works at the Sturt 
Contemporary Craft Centre, Mittagong NSW. 

port and promotion opportunities 
for other professionals who cre-
ate and design the highest quality 
wood objects. 

We are delighted to bring this 
exhibition to the public – the 
culmination of the extraordinary 
efforts of the SWA Board and its 
members”, said SWA Chair, Leon 
Sadubin. 

Entry to the exhibition is free 
and the gallery is open seven days 
a week (for visiting hours go to 
www.sturt.nsw.edu.au). 

Members of the public will 
be able to view and buy unique 
work from SWA members at this 

“Keep the bark!”

Full story on page 7

inaugural SWA exhibition. SWA 
members from across Australia 
are also participating in the first 
annual SWA Gathering of Mem-
bers and Conference at Sturt on 
19 to 20 January. The SWA confer-
ence will provide a rare opportu-
nity for professional woodworkers 
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to combine resources, discuss 
current trends and develop mem-
bers’ exposure and their profes-
sional networks. “We are very 
thankful for the support of our 
sponsors, Felder (NSW) Pty Ltd, 
Sturt Contemporary Craft Centre 
and the Australian Wood Review. 

For more information about SWA 
contact Leon Sadubin 

Chair, Studio Woodworkers Australia  
on 0423 475 129 or at  

chair@studiowoodworkers.org.au   
www.studiowoodworkers.org.au 

We look forward to this becoming 
a highlight of the annual calendar 
for woodworking professionals, 
our patrons and supporters”, said 
Mr Sadubin. SWA members are 
professional designer makers and 
artists specialising in wood. SWA 
provides professional accredita-

tion and valuable promotional 
support for its members, who 
include furniture makers, wood 
turners, makers of clocks, musical 
instruments and marquetry inlay 
panels, boat builders, sculptors 
and jewellers. 

Have your work  
featured in your 

newsletter

This year, we’d like 
to feature members’s 
work in each edition

Simply submit three 
photos and a short 
description of the 

item (or items) with 
your contact details

Send to the editor at 

jhn@bigpond.com



3

STURT
ST

U
RT

STU
RT STURT

STURT

ST
U

RT

STU
RT STURT

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au PO Box 1016 Bondi Junction NSW 1355

Dear Editor 
This is just a short note to say 
how much I appreciated the series 
on Ricketts and Thorp. My mother 
had a table and set of chairs 
made when she built her Wol-
longong house in the 1960s. The 
table was an extendable (round 
to oval) table in Australian black-
bean with four substantial chairs, 
two of which are carvers. 

My aunt, who had purchased 
from another manufacturer, was 
rather peeved when her chair legs 

Reader feedback (without stretchers) gave way un-
der her husband and son’s every-
day use, while my mother’s chairs 
have, to this day, never required 
any leg work!

The setting has been much ad-
mired, and has now been passed  
to my eldest daughter as a wed-
ding gift. Even after over 50 years, 
the setting continues to impress: 
The dark timber, the simple yet 
impressive shape is so beautiful. 

And the black imitation leather 
(vinyl?) upholstery on the seats 
and backs of the chairs is still im-
maculate despite having survived 
three teenagers and is now with-

standing young children. It still 
looks new: yet another indication 
of Ricketts and Thorp’s quality of 
materials and craft.

Thank you once again.
Regards, Elaine Newby

PS: I greatly admire woodworkers 
and their work. Wood is somehow 
a warm, rich and rewarding mate-
rial that comes alive in the hands 
of a skilled woodworker, whether 
that person is a furniture or cabi-
netmaker or amateur turner or 
woodcarver.

Dates 	 Course 	 Tutor 	 Level 	 Cost+materials
16-17 Feb	 Tools & Techniques - demonstrations & sales Free event, all welcome
23-24 Feb	 Power Tools for Women 	 Phoebe Everill	 All	 $290+$25

	 1 day Easy Start course for absolute beginners: 11am - 4pm
Sat 9 March	 Intro to wood	 Daryl Ingate	 Total beginners	 $58
13-14 April	 Wood Carving	 Adam Rish	 Int-Adv	 $290+
20-26 Apr	 Steam bending	 David Upfill-Brown	 Intermediate	 $ TBC
27-28 Apr	 Shaker boxes	 Phoebe Everill	 All	 $290+$50

Weekend Courses in 2013 will run from 9.30am to 4.30pm, 
unless otherwise stated. Easy Start Courses are from 11am 

to 4pm. Enrolments are open for all courses. All course costs 
include GST All enquiries to Sturt 

P 02 4860 2083 or 02 4860 2094  www.sturt.nsw.edu.au

A biography of an exceptional craftsman from the elite trade of carving,  
who rendered in wood and stone with grace and perfection, from tiny 

wooden carvings to the ornate facades of public buildings and  
churches, all executed with perfect precision. 

This colour illustrated record of Godfrey’s known (Australian and NZ) 
work is a revealing and long-overdue tribute to his incredible talent. 

The author, Helen Foote, is Lewis John Godfrey’s great-grand-daughter. 
Before Helen began the book, the little she knew about him was that,  

in his day, he was a carver of some repute. What began as a casual  
enquiry became a quest, as Helen discovered more and more impressive 

works by Godfrey in Australia and New Zealand.

Published by Melbourne Publishing Group Pty Ltd  
(A4 paperback with French flaps, 76 pp) 

 
TO ORDER 

Email: m.mumford@melbournepublishing.com  
Or: Fax 03 5629 9043 || Phone  0408 343 992 ||www.melbournepublishing.com

The Hand and the Chisel

WWA members: $29.95* 
Regular price: $34.95

* (+ free postage in Australia)  
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Tuition and hands-on workshop, plane blades and chisels.  

Bring something to sharpen, sausage Sizzle. Lunch $10 per person.  

Bookings essential. To book, email Merv Walter at  

secretary@woodworkersnsw.org.au

Members-only sharpening  
workshop with Jim Davey 

Sunday 17 March 9.30am - 3pm 
At the association’s workshop in Abbotsford

To update or change your advertisment, simply email the editor at jhn@bigpond.com
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Quality timber stockists
144 Renwick Street

Marrickville, NSW 2204
P: 02 9558 8444, F: 02 9558 8044

anagote@hotmail.com
Monday to Friday: 8am - 4pm

Saturday: 9 - 11:30am

Progress report  
MY Bench 

. . . more next page

When I first demonstrated my 
workbench at the Sydney Timber 
and Working with Wood Show, I 
set Christmas as my deadline for 
its completion. Alas, this has  
proven to be a little ambitious.
 

The original brief for the project 
was simple. Design and build a 
workbench that would be easy  
to assemble, versatile, robust  
and affordable. 

Having finished assembling the 
first prototype cut using the CNC 
machine it is clear that the brief 
has expanded. The CNC process 
was not without its challenges, 
but thanks to Alistair Peters at 

Big City Productions we managed 
to get a prototype cut. Alistair 
demonstrated his commitment to 
the project by climbing onto the 
machine at one point and danc-
ing around the cutter head in an 
attempt to save an unruly sheet 
of ply. The sheet usage had been 
pushed to the limits. 

Not to be deterred Alistair re-
turned to his computer to repro-
gram the cut path sequences to 
maximise the vacuum down and 
eliminate any further problems. 

The reward was that accuracy 
and fit of the components ex-
ceeded expectations and the 
tolerances allowed proved cor-
rect. As a result, the assembly 

The large number and distribution of holes in the sheets for the top sections had an effect on the vacuum hold 
down. This problem was solved by experimenting with the cutter type and tool path order.
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All the components for a the second prototype cleanly cut and ready for assembly. The housing that locates the  
dividers in the top section can clearly be seen.

went smoothly and if I had not 
stopped to take pictures of the 
build process I would be willing to 
speculate that a bench could be 
assembled in a weekend. 

Feedback from students and 
continued research has prompted 
the development of a smaller 
bench, the ‘Standard’ MY Bench. 
This bench will be 1800 x 600 mm 
and reflects the popular dimen-
sions used for other woodwork 
benches. 

My aim with the ‘Standard’ MY 
Bench is to provide an alternative 
bench that suits smaller work-
spaces and costs less than its big 
brother.

I have modified the design of 
the tops to include fewer parts  
as I have recognised that these 
sections were over-engineered 
and this will help me to reduce 
their weight. 

The new bench will use less fix-
ings and screws and I have also 
spent time researching alterative 
materials. 

Phil Boddington, a long time 
friend and Solid Works whizz has 
already created a completely new 
CAD model for the ‘Standard’ MY 
Bench. 

In fact, Phil took it upon himself 
to generate a ‘seed part’ model 
that included many potential  
future variables that we consid-
ered desirable.

So when will the ‘Standard’ MY 
Bench be available? I hope to get 
a prototype cut by January and 
then finalise the price. 

I feel we are close to drawing 
a line under this stage of the 
project.

Stuart Faulkner

An assembled leg ready for sand-
ing and finishing. All legs feature
twin tenons.

Central layer of stretcher fitted 
into mortise in leg.
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Using bark the best way
In the last edition, John Gallagher, from Piece Furniture, detailed 

some of the challenges he faced making a commissioned dinning 

table. In this edition, he follows up with the coffee table to match.

The follow-up coffee table was 
quite a challenge as it was a new 
direction for me. 

I had a slab for the top and a 
small amount of extra timber for 
legs and rails to work with. 

The slab top arrived with bark 
on the edges. The bark and gen-
eral shape was misbalanced and 
irregular with bits jutting out. 

I wasn’t confident it was going 
to work in its natural state, not to 
mention that some shins would 
be collected along the way. 

I decided to harvest the bark 
from the slab and relocate it to 
the legs veneering over the top to 
hide the obvious glue lines. This 
left a rectangular top to be thick-
ness sanded and the photos show 
the result of the legs. 

It got me to thinking about bark 
and how else it may be used in 
a not natural way. I suspect that 
this idea will come round again in 
one of my future pieces.  
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Perfect woodworking.

Video online

NEW

Big on Performance. 
Easy on the Budget.

Perfect for applications which require 
high levels of precision and robust 
enough to contend with Challenging 
professional demands.

HAMMER,
Quality and precision 

from AUSTRIA

Amazing Specials

NSW	 (02)	4735	1011
WA	 (08)	9209	3055
QLD	 (07)	5543	5599
VIC	 (03)	9018	8346

	FELDER-GROUP	AUSTRALIA

NSW Emu Plains, Email: admin@felder.net.au

WA	Malaga, Email: sales@krengineering.com.au

QLD	Darra, Email: info@felderqld.com.au

VIC	Melbourne,	Email: info@feldervic.com.au

www.hammer-australia.com

 Immediate-Info: 

N4400 Bandsaw
•	 Large	wheels	(Ø	440	mm)
•	 Cutting	height	315	mm
•	 Rip	capacity	420	mm
•	 Tiltable	table

A3 31 Planer Thicknesser
•	 Remarkably	user	friendly
•	 Allows	for	rapid	retooling
•	 Solid	cast	iron	planer	tables
•	 3	knife	quick-change	self-setting 

cutterblock system

C3 31 Combination machine
•	 Surface	planing	width	310	mm
•	 3	knife	quick-change	self-setting	cutterblock	system
•	 Saw	blade	tiltable	90°–45°
•	 Solid	cast	iron	tables	and	units
•	 Quick	change-over	times

Incredibly quiet
The	new	evolution	in	planing	precison.	 
Amazing	planing	results,	20	times	
longer usable life of the blades and 
up	to	50	%	reduction	in	audible	noise	
(-10dB).	The	new	Silent-PoweR® 
spiral knife cutterblock from Felder.

AVAILABLE	NOW!

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au PO Box 1016 Bondi Junction NSW 1355
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TWELVE WEEK 
MASTERCLASS 

●  Climate controlled 
teaching studio

●  Forest setting in 
Perth Hills

●  Professionally 
equipped

●  Accommodation 
available for 
interstate/overseas 
students

PHONE 08 9293 7171 or 0409 107 292
EMAIL erasmus@erasmusdesigns.com
WEB www.erasmusdesigns.com

with
Brian Reid (USA), 
David Upfill-Brown (Australia and USA)
Neil Erasmus (Australia)
13TH MAY TO 2ND AUGUST 2013

www.woodworkersnsw.org.au PO Box 1016 Bondi Junction NSW 1355

by David C Clark - $35

The first full length, illustrated study 
of timbers available in Australia 

• 540 different timbers listed

• 560 full colour illustrations

• comprehensive introduction to 

timber as a material

• common and botanical name index

• specific information sections on 

eucalypts, Australian oaks and wattles

• technical notes on each  

timber: where it grows, mechani-

cal and working properties, colour, 

texture and grain and uses

www.palmerhiggsbooks.com.au

•	 Circular saw with sliding table, cross cut fence,  
	 micro-adjustable ripping fence, 300mm diameter 		
	 blade

•	 Spindle moulder - 30mm diameter spindle plus high 	
	 speed spindle (for use with router cutters)

•	 Planner/thicknesser - 300mm wide, 4 knife  
	 self-setting disposable knife system, digital read out 	
	 on thicknesser

•	 Fittted trolley 

 
Contact David Muston - 02 9949 6384

FELDER  BF6-31 

combination

machine for sale

Delivered September 1999, single phase, 3X2KW motors, excellent 
condition, beautfully engineered.
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Association member discounts
•	 Allwood Cabinet Timbers, Nowra, 02 4423 3295, www.philipgould.com.au

•	 Anagote Timbers, Marrickville, 02 9556 6444 (10% discount)

•	 Mathews Timbers, St Marys, 02 9833 3100

•	 Warringah Timbers,Dee Why, 02 9981 3733

•	 Trend Timbers, Mulgrave/Windsor, 02 4577 5277, www.trendtimbers.com.au

•	 Veneercraft, Padstow, wood veneers, 02 9533 4294, (10% discount)

•	 F&K Electrics Power tools, Stanmore, 02 9519 7997 (10% disount - varies)

•	 Roger Gifkin’s Dovetail jig, 6567 4313, www.gifkins.com.au, (10% discount) 

•	 Henry Bros Saws, Vineyard, Saw blades, knives, cutters, 02 9627 5486 (trade prices)

•	 HNT Gordon, Alstonville, classic plane makers, 6628 7222, www.hntgordon.com.au  

	 (10% discount)

•	 Major Woodworking Equipment, Padstow 02 9708 3233, www.majwood.com.au,  

 	 contact Ryan, (5-15% discount)
. . . list continues on the back page

2013 Monday meeting dates

4 February 

1 April 

3 June 

5 August 

7 October 

2 December

2013 Newsletter content  
submission deadline dates 

7 January

4 March 

6 May 

1 July 

2 September 

4 November
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Woodworkers Association and member ads

• AngleMag saw guide

$75 for members

$100 for non-members

Contact Peter Harris  
or Kim Larymore 
(see last page for  
contact details)

• 1955 Wadkin 300mm  
planer 3Hp 

• Invicta Delta 400mm  
thicknesser 7.5Hp, 

• 1942 Wadkin 30in  
bandsaw (wheels newly 

rubbbered, new bearings top 
and bottom)

• 1959 Ross 17cfm  
compressor plus  

regulator, fittings, hoses and 
a 2-quart pressure  

pot spray gun. 

All 3-phase motors and all in 
great condition  

(albeit not very pretty). 
I have instruction manuals for 

the jointer, thicknesser  
and bandsaw. 

I also have some very nice 
highly figured yellow box 

approx 1 cubic metre, and 
quite a lot of shorts of river 
red gum, plus other bits and 

pieces. Make an offer  
I can’t refuse.

 
nicholashill@ozemail.com.au 

or call 02 9997 8788

To update a listing and for new listings 
email the editor at jhn@bigpond.com

• Terry Gleeson’s
School of Woodwork 

1191 Old Nothern Road
Middle Dural NSW 2158

P: 02 9651 1012
F: 02 9651 1341

thechairmaker@ozemail.com.au

• Richard Crosland’s 
School of Fine  
Woodworking

 
Learn with the master

Richard Crosland’s 
operates small, hands-on 

classes for students  
of all levels. 

The friendly, creative  
atmosphere fosters rapid 

progress and many  
beautiful pieces are the last-

ing result. 

All tools are provided and 
work in progress can be 
stored at the Alexandria  

workshop. 

Call Richard at the school  
02 9313 4142, or visit 

www.crosland.com.au

• Jim Davey’s User 
Bedrocks-fettled 

Stanleys 
Repairs and Service

Academy HSS irons
G15 Rust Preventative

Trade prices on: 

DMT diamond plates  

and King waterstones

4447 8822 (bh)

4447 8790 (ah)

jdavey@bigpond.com

• Tormek 1002 SuperGrind 
tool sharpening system

Early model Tormek without  
internal motor (a drill drives 

the wheel). In as-new  
condition with tool  

attachement. Wheel is 250mm 
x50mm SuperGrind stone (RRP 
around $300 on its own). Suits 
all current Tormek accessories 
and comes with drill as shown 

for $250 (or best offer). 

Contact Michael McGrath 

02 9949 6683, or  
accent@swiftdsl.com.au
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Committee members
Chair: Phil Greenwood • 02 9235 2874 • phgreenwood@optusnet.com.au
Vice Chair: Kim Larymore • 02 9858 1578 • klarymore@optusnet.com.au

Secretary/Public Officer: Merv Walter • 02 9634 2066 • secretary@woodworkersnsw.org.au
Treasurer: Miko Nakamura • 02 9805 1775 • treasurer@woodworkersnsw.org.au

General committee members
Frank Duff • 02 9896 4017 • fwduff@optusnet.com.au || Peter Dunn • 02 02 4344 7806 • bentneck@bigpond.com 

|| Matthew Dwight • 02 9945 0300 • dwightmatt@hotmail.com || Phil Harley • 02 9404 1852 • philipharley@gmail.com   
|| Peter Harris • 02 9879 3329 • peterh47@ihug.com.au

Currently assisting the committee 
Membership Secretary: Peter Hunt • 0418 867 870 • p_j_hunt@msn.com.au

Newsletter Assistant: Peter Dunn • 02 02 4344 7806 • bentneck@bigpond.com
Newsletter/Website: Jo Healy-North • 0417 667 367 • jhn@bigpond.com

Life members 
Richard Crosland, Phil Lake, Kim Larymore, Leon Sadubin, Richard Vaughan, Alan Wale

New members update
Loan Myers, Steven Smith, Steve Townsend, Shane Brown, Tony Motbey, Brian Dawson and John Sanders.

If you’d like to join the committee or be more involved in the association, call Merv Walter

Association Committee contact information

•	 Feast Watson, H/O Scoresby, VIC, 1800 252 502, www.feastwatson.com.au 

•	 Howard Products, Tamworth, orange oil, wood care products, 1800 672 646,  

	 www.howardproducts.com.au

•	 Liberon Enterprises, Fyshwick ACT, finishing materials, 02 6280 9720,  

	 www.liberon.com.au (25% discount)

•	 The Natural Paint Place, King Street, Newtown, 02 9519 0433,  

 	 www.energyandwatersolutions.com.au

•	 Laminex Industries, Caringbah, NSW, sheet products, 132 136

•	 Nover & Co, Eastern Creek, NSW, sheet products, kitchen hardware, 02 9677 3200,  

	 www.nover.com.au


