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TAMALPAIS GUARDIAN 
Guardian of the Mountain since 1912

President’s Message: 
Spring 2023 

Janice Barry Obituary 

Janice Dale Brown Barry, long time resident of Ross, California, 
passed away February 19, 2023 in Panama after an auto accident. 
She is survived by her husband of 50 years, Peter, and children, 
Christopher (Deidra) of Corte Madera, grandchildren, Colbie 
Camille and Jackson, Piers (Nina) of Ross, grandchildren Ela and 
William, Hillary of Ross, and Andrew of Ross, her brother, Gary 
Brown of Casper, Wyoming, and her niece, Brenda Peters of 
Casper, Wyoming. 

Born May 18, 1944 in Casper, Wyoming, to attorney William 
Brown, and Dorothy Brown of Casper; a child of the rugged 
Western outdoors, Janice grew up in the saddle, on skis, and on 
skates. She blossomed into a sophisticate with varied and expansive 
interests and talents. After attending public schools in Casper, 

It is with some trepidation that I step into the 
role of TCC President upon Janice Barry’s 
untimely death, as I doubt there is anyone who 
could fill her shoes. This issue of the Guardian is 
dedicated to her in gratitude for her great 
generosity of time and talent leading the TCC for 
10 years as President and as Recording Secretary 
for several years prior. Janice used to start her 
busy day by running up the Yolanda Trail at 
Phoenix Lake and returning by the Worn Springs 
Fire Road. On weekends she explored areas of the 
MMWD trails unknown to many of us. She and 
her husband Peter often pulled out the invasive 
broom plants threatening Mt. Tam’s ecosystem. 
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where she was an academic and athletic standout, 
she ventured forth into the world and attended 
Occidental College in Los Angeles, from which 
she graduated in 1966, and then the University of 
Southern California School of Medicine, from 
which she graduated in 1973. 

It was in medical school that she met Peter, 
the man with whom she shared the rest of her life. 
While she completed the last two years of medical 
school, Peter worked as a general medical officer 
in Kayenta, Arizona at the Navajo reservation and 
then in San Pedro, California at the Public Health 
Service's clinic. Upon Janice's graduation from 
medical school, the Barrys moved to San Francisco 
for a year. Janice then gave birth to their first 
child, Christopher, in Marin. After a year, they 
ventured to Anchorage, Alaska for two years 
where Janice worked at the Teamsters Clinic. Her 
second child, Piers, was born at the Anchorage 
Native Medical Center. Shortly after Piers' birth, 
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When she wasn’t hiking, she cycled remote 
trails. Janice would amaze us as she identified 
various wildflowers by both their Latin and 
English names and recognized different bird 
calls. She actively kept abreast of local news and 
would arrange hikes with MMWD rangers to 
explain policies to the TCC Board as well as 
attend numerous government meetings of the 
various agencies in charge of Mt. Tam. Her 
crowning glory was the successful purchase of 
60 acres on top of Bald Hill for open space for 
which the TCC donated $250,000. She had 
worked with Ross, San Anselmo, and MOST for 
many years to achieve this valuable addition to 
our county parklands. Fittingly, she has an 
eternal view of Bald Hill from her resting place.

The TCC Board has some position changes 
to announce:  Jim Rodgers has taken on the 
Treasurer’s role following Perry Cole’s death in 
November. Basia Crane is handling the 
Corresponding Secretary duties. I look forward 
to meeting our members at the General Meeting 
Sunday, September 10, 2023 at 12:00 noon. The 
Lake Lagunitas picnic area is reserved for the 
TCC.

Kathy Hyde Sennello

Janice Barry with her beloved poodle, Amy, at Bon Tempe Dam
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the Barrys were invited to work in Panama at the 
Public Health Service's Gorgas Hospital in the Canal 
Zone. Within six months of living in Panama, Janice 
became fluent in Spanish. Included in her practice 
was the care of sailors on ships passing through the 
Canal. She was ferried by small craft to the large 
vessels and then clambered up swaying ladders to 
board the ships. She continued to do this even while 
nine months pregnant with her third child, Hillary, 
knowing full well that it was not uncommon to fall to 
the sea and drown or be crushed between ships. For 
Janice, it was her duty to tend to the ill first, then 
herself. 

In her spare time, she opened a clinic for nursing 
mothers, despite local doctors' opposition. With a 
growing family, the Barrys ended their peripatetic 
medical journeys and settled in Ross, California in 
1979. In 1980, the Barry's last child, Andrew, was born 
in Marin County. Janice's daily routine consisted of 
running and hiking the hills of the watershed lands at 
daybreak, returning home and preparing fresh baked 
bread, homemade preserves, and other culinary treats 
for her family (gourmet meals were the norm in 
Janice's home). Then it was off to school for the 
children and a full day of practice for Janice, followed 
by epicurean dinners, help with the kids' homework, 
and then reading several books in the late evening 
hours (her bedside always had at least one skyscraper 
of books). 

Janice continued to practice internal medicine full 
time for 50 years from her San Anselmo and then San 
Rafael offices that she shared with her husband until 
her retirement in 2020. Until 2020, she was the 
practicing physician for the Marin County Jail for 15 
years. Endowed with a natural gift and talent for the 
practice of medicine, for Janice, the Hippocratic 
Oath meant more than, "do no harm;" it meant do 
affirmative good. This was the creed that guided 
Janice's practice and her life. A physician from days 
past, she made house calls and answered patients' 
calls at all hours of the day and night, and treated all 
in need. Even with such a full schedule, Janice ran 

marathons, biked centuries, cycled in France and Italy, 
traveled the world on nature outings, volunteered at 
medical clinics in Guatemala, served as president of 
the 111 year old Tamalpais Conservation Club, and 
fought tenaciously to save Marin County's open 
spaces; in particular, Bald Hill, which she championed 
for preservation for over thirty years.

Before her passing, she saw her three decades' 
long dream of saving Bald Hill come true. She was 
instrumental in raising substantial funds for its 
purchase for open space. On the watershed trails, 
which she visited daily with her beloved poodle, 
Millie, she searched for winter's fungi, spring's 
wildflowers (for which she knew their English and 
Latin names and why they had such names) and birds, 
which, as an avid birder, she recognized from their 
songs. She painted watercolor landscapes of Marin's 
hills, fauna, and flora. She read voraciously, 
particularly history books, listened to classical music 
and her husband's early American folk-songs banjo 
repertoire, made her own Christmas wrapping paper, 
chocolate truffles, biscotti, oat bread, babysat her 
four grandchildren, and shared life's daily pleasures in 
the company of her beloved husband and family. The 
breadth of her encyclopedic knowledge on virtually 
any subject was a marvel and her limitless talents were 
astonishing. Her interests in life, her faith, her quest 
for knowledge and new experiences burned intensely. 

Janice was blessed with a heart formed for 
friendship and susceptible to the finest feelings. Her 
compassion for the sick was unbounded. Her candor, 
wit, humor, sincerity, keen intelligence, clear head and 
warm heart, strong moral sense, vast learning, varied 
accomplishments and talents shaped an exceptionally 
rare woman. She will live on in the memories of all 
she touched, but her lasting memorial is her 
cherished, prized family, the center of her life and her 
reason for living. Janice's family requests that all 
donations in her name be made to The Nature 
Conservancy, Marin Open Space Trust or Teton 
Raptor Center.
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Tamalpais Conservation Club 
P. O. Box 532 
Ross, CA  94957 

Address Service Requested        Time Value 

Save the Date: 
Sunday, September 10, 2023

12:00 Noon at Lake Lagunitas Picnic Grounds 
for the 

TCC General Meeting and Picnic
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