
FACTS & FIGURES (without Charité)

FACULTIES AND INSTITUTES

Faculty of Law

Faculty of Humanities and  
Social Sciences
· Archaeology
· Asian and African Studies
· Educational Studies
· Cultural Studies
· Art and Visual History
· Musicology and Media Studies
· Rehabilitation Sciences
· Social Sciences
· Sports Sciences
· Gender Studies

Faculty of Life Sciences
· Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute for 

Agriculture and Horticultural 
Sciences

· Biology
· Psychology

Faculty of Mathematics and  
Natural Sciences
· Chemistry
· Geography
· Computer Science
· Mathematics
· Physics

Faculty of Arts and Humanities I
· Philosophy
· History
· European Ethnology
· Library and Information Science

Faculty of Arts and Humanities II
· German Literature
· German Studies and Linguistics
· Scandinavian Studies
· Romance Literatures and Linguistics
· English and American Studies
· Slavic Studies
· Classical Philology

Faculty of Theology

Faculty of Economics and  
Business Administration

Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin

CENTRAL FACILITIES
· Language Centre
· University Library
· Computer and Media Service
· Sports and Recreation

EXCELLENCE INITIATIVE PROJECTS

CLUSTERS OF EXCELLENCE
· Image Knowledge Design. 
· An Interdisciplinary Laboratory
· Topoi – The Formation and Transfor-

mation of Space and Knowledge in 
Ancient Civilizations

· NeuroCure – New Perspectives on 
The Treatment of Neurological Dis-
eases (Charité)

· UniCat – Unified Concepts in Cataly-
sis (Cooperation)

GRADUATE SCHOOLS 
· Berlin Graduate School of Integra-

tive Oncology (BSIO) (Charité)
· Berlin Graduate School of Social 

Sciences
· Graduate School of Analytical 

Sciences Adlershof (SALSA)
· Berlin-Brandenburg School for 

Regenerative Therapies (Charité)
· Berlin School of Mind and Brain
· Berlin Mathematical School 

(with TU and FU)
· Berlin Graduate School for Muslim 

Cultures and Societies (Cooperation)
· Friedrich Schlegel Graduate School 

of Literary Studies (Cooperation)

Students 34,214 students in winter semester 2015/2016
Female / Foreign  19,637 / 5,384
Studies  190 degree programmes
Research  10 collaborative research centres, 9 graduate research clusters 
Cooperation 57 special professorships, 7 endowed chairs
Staff  1,984 academics, 419 professors
Budget  384 million euro total, 104 million euro of which is from 

third-party sources (2014)

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

Education through Science

FACULTIES, CENTRES, INSTITUTES

ADRESSEN & KONTAKTE

Central Postal Address
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Unter den Linden 6
10099 Berlin
Phone 030 2093-0
Fax 030 2093-2770
www.hu-berlin.de

Press and Public
Relations Office
Unter den Linden 6
Rooms 3002, 2048, 3109
pr@hu-berlin.de
www.hu-berlin.de/pr

Student Service Center
Registration, Admission,
Counselling Services
Unter den Linden 6, West Wing
Mon-Thu 9 am – 4:30 pm,  
Fri 9 am – 2 pm
http://hu-berlin.de/ssc

The Compass Hotline
Phone: 030 2093-70333
compass@hu-berlin.de
Mon-Fri: 9:30 am – 4:30 pm
http://studium.hu-berlin.de/compass/

International Office
Unter den Linden 6
Phone: 030 2093-2565, Fax: -2780
aia@uv.hu-berlin.de
Tue: 10 am – 1 pm , 2 pm – 4 pm, 
Wed: 1 pm 4 pm
www.international.hu-berlin.de

ReferentInnenRat (including AStA)
Dorotheenstr 17 (Back of East Wing
Main building)
Phone: 030 2093-46662, -2614, Fax: -2396
refrat@refrat.hu-berlin.de
www.refrat.hu-berlin.de

Alumni Office
Unter den Linden 6, Room 3109
Phone: 030 2093-2838, Fax: -2107
alumni@hu-berlin.de
www.hu-berlin.de/alumni

Research Service Center
Ziegelstraße 13c, Room 421
Phone: 030 2093-1636, Fax: -1660
forschung-info@uv.hu-berlin.de
http://forschung.hu-berlin.de

Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
Office of the Dean, 
Campus Charité – Mitte
Charitéplatz 1, 10117 Berlin
Phone: 030 450 570 251, Fax: -952
dekan@charite.de
www.charite.de

HumboldtStore 
Unter den Linden 6, Main Foyer
Phone: 030 2093-2349, Fax: -70779
info@humboldtstore.de
www.humboldtstore.de

Family Support Centre 
Unter den Linden 6, Room 1108
Tel: 030 2093-2191, Fax: -2132
familienservice@uv.hu-berlin.de
http://gremien.hu-berlin.de/familienbuero

University Library
Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm Centre
Geschwister-Scholl-Straße 1/3
Phone: 030 30 2093-99 399
info@ub.hu-berlin.de
Mon-Fri 8 am – midnight, 
Sat-Sun 10 am – 6 pm

Canteens & Cafeterias
HU North Mensa: Hannoversche Str. 7
HU South Mensa: Unter den Linden 6
HU Mensa: Spandauer Str. 1
HU “Oasis” Mensa Adlershof: 
RudowerChaussee 25
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STUDY IN THE HEART OF BERLIN 

Each year, over 6,000 people decide to study at Humboldt-Uni-
versität located in the heart of Berlin. There are few other places 
where you can choose from 190 degree programmes, from Agri-
cultural Science to Asian Studies.

In 2001, Humboldt-Universität was one of first universities 
in Germany to introduce Bachelor and Master’s degree pro-
grammes. “Humboldt-Universität” is a name recognized world-
wide, and its internationally recognized degrees open doors for 
its graduates.
Students complete their studies at historically important insti-
tutes in Berlin Mitte, the North Campus, or the Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences Campus Berlin Adlershof. At the Jacob 
and Wilhelm Grimm Centre, the largest open-stacks library in 
Germany, students can access over two million books and peri-
odicals directly or order them online.

SCIENCE, SCHOLARSHIP & RESEARCH 

The university is first and foremost dedicated to fundamental 
research. Humboldt-Universität’s strengths in particular are 
in research on antiquity, history, philosophy, and quantitative 
economics as well as the life sciences, especially theoretical 
biology, neurology and immunology. It also has strengths in 
mathematics, material and optical sciences, and climate and 
sustainability research. These key strengths are shaped by 
twelve collaborative research areas, nine graduate research 
clusters and eleven interdisciplinary centres. Three integrated 
research institutes strongly connect and coordinate different 
research areas while developing focused topics for the future.

More than 400 professors are engaged here in teaching and 
research. Humboldt-Universität brings its tradition as a uni-
versity with young, independent researchers to fruition with 
its support for young academics: Excellent researchers and 
scientists are given the opportunity to carry out independent 
research and teaching early on. Humboldt-Universität has 
always been one the German universities with the most Junior 
Professorships. The university has had a pioneering role in re-
search for years through its young academic researchers who 
are supported by the German Research Foundation, the Volk-
swagen Foundation, Robert Bosch Foundation and various re-
search clusters. It established the Humboldt Graduate School 
as an umbrella organization for graduate studies to improve 
the training of doctoral students.

HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITÄT ZU BERLIN

In 1810, Wilhelm von Humboldt’s idea of founding a new type 
of university became a reality. The combination of teaching and 
research, academic freedom and the comprehensive education 
of students was not only a model for the Prussian university but 
for the world as well. And a new era for universities and academ-
ic research began. 

“Something that is more important to 
me personally than anything else is the 
founding of a new university here in 
Berlin.”

Wilhelm von Humboldt (1810)

Humboldt-Universität’s 
 graduate clusters and 
 graduate schools play a 
 pioneering role.

People from all over the 
world study and work in nine 
faculties at over 300 loca-
tions in Berlin.

Humboldt-Universität offers 
excellent students the oppor-
tunity to carry out indepen-
dent research early on.

www.hu-berlin.de

The university has undergone many changes over the past 200 
years. After an extraordinary process of restructuring and renew-
al after the political changes in 1990, it drew in academics and 
scientists from both the East and West, Germany and abroad. 
In 2016, Humboldt-Universität was among the top five in the 
German Research Foundation research rankings, and it is in 41st 
place worldwide in the World Reputation Ranking and 3rd place 
in Germany.

EXCELLENCE INITIATIVES

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin has been one of the eleven 
 German Excellence Universities since June 15, 2012. It was 
successful in the second stage of the Excellence Initiative for 
all three funding lines and has gained wide recognition for its 
pioneering concept “Education through Science: Personality – 
Orientation – Openness”.

Humboldt-Universität uses all of its resources to ensure it is a 
place for excellent research and teaching. It promotes young tal-
ent and also wants to have a positive effect on the economy and 
society beyond the university.

Students also enjoy an exceptionally rich variety of activities 
outside of their studies. There are over 80 different sports and 
recreation groups at Humboldt-Universität. The Language Cen-
tre offers a variety of language courses, which are used by over 
10,000 students each year.

Humboldt-Universität also offers a dense network of advising 
and counselling services for its students, which go beyond or-
dinary student services. It offers legal, social, and psychological 
services, childcare in Mitte and Adlershof as well as special ser-
vices for top athletes.
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HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITÄT ZU BERLIN MITTE CAMPUS AND NORTH CAMPUSTHE ORIGINAL MODERN UNIVERSITY

The ground-breaking ideas from 1810 remain relevant today. 
Wilhelm von Humboldt as well as his contemporaries promoted 
research independence, the integration of humanities and the 
natural sciences and the unity of teaching and research over 200 
years ago.

The “Friedrich-Wilhelms- 
Universität zu Berlin” in 1852.

Engraving by F. Hirschheim 
based on C. Würbs

ADLERSHOF CAMPUS

Studenten-
dorf

THE COLLECTIONS
AND THE HUMBOLDT FORUM

Humboldt-Universität has a treasure trove of objects from 
over 300 years of teaching and research – there are over 30 
million objects from the humanities, social sciences and nat-
ural science. They are cared for and maintained at the univer-
sity’s institutes, faculties and libraries and used in teaching, 
research and exhibitions.

The Helmholtz Centre of Cultural Technology’s databank and 
scientific cabinet includes current and former collections from 
Humboldt-Universität. It focusses on zoological objects, med-
ical history, images of scholars, and other images as well as 
recordings from the sound archive. Since 2004, the University 
Collections in Germany has been managed at the Helmholtz 
Centre.

Additional collections historically and institutionally connected 
with Humboldt-Universität can be found in the Berlin Muse-
um of Medical History and other institutions at the Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin as well as the Museum of Natural 
History – Leibniz Institute for Research on Evolution and Bio-
diversity at Humboldt-Universität Berlin.

The university will publicly exhibit a part of its collection 
across the street from the main building at the Humboldt 
Forum in the Berlin City Palace, which is currently under con-
struction.

INTERNATIONAL 

Humboldt-Universität maintains academic partnerships with 
over 375 universities. Traditionally, it has close ties to North, 
Central, and Eastern Europe and cooperates with universities 
in the USA, Asia, Cuba and South Africa. The university has for 
years operated the largest programme for the German Academic 
Exchange Service’s (DAAD) support of partnerships with the 
East, and with over 100 fellows is ranked at the top of German 
universities.

Student mobility is a major focus at the university; more than 
800 students complete a part of their studies abroad, and about 
1,200 international students study abroad at HU.
Each year, about 800 researchers from all over the world spend 
time at Berlin’s oldest university. The International Scholar Ser-
vice (ISS) helps doctoral students and researchers from abroad 
orient themselves easily in the university and the city.

FROM CAMPUS TO CAMPUS 

The university’s representative home on Unter den Linden bou-
levard, which was the former palace of Prince Heinrich, makes a 
striking impression and is a tourist attraction. 

The branch library for the natu-
ral sciences and Computer and 
Media Services are located at 
the Erwin Schrödinger Centre on 
the Adlershof Campus. 

Die Universität schickt Studierende 
im Rahmen vieler Austauschpro-
gramme in die ganze Welt und 
begrüßt jedes Jahr Studierende aus 
allen Regionen der Erde.

The university sends students 
all over the world through its 
exchange programmes and wel-
comes students from all over the 
world each year.

Die Maske des Agamemnon 
aus den Sammlungen des 
Winckelmann-Instituts

The university modelled on their ideas opened in 1810 and 
quickly developed into a lively place for discussion for respected 
scholars including the philosopher Hegel, the legal scholar von 
Savigny and the physician Hufeland.

After the founding of the German Empire in 1871, the Berlin 
alma mater become the largest and most prestigious university 
in Germany. Humboldt’s ideas spread across the world, and 
many universities were founded on the same principles. 29 No-
bel prize winners including Max Planck, Robert Koch, and Fritz 
Haber conducted research here. Otto von Bismarck, Heinrich 
Heine and Karl Marx were also enrolled as students at Hum-
boldt-Universität.

During the Third Reich (1933 to 1945), the university was a place 
for silent conformity and enthusiastic support for the National 
Socialist system but unfortunately only rarely a place that offered 
resistance. A new beginning among the physical and moral rub-
ble was difficult. Teaching began again in 1946 in badly damaged 
buildings under the watchful eye of the Soviet occupation. In 
1949, the university was named after the brothers Alexander and 
Wilhelm von Humboldt.

The research contents, procedures and conditions were altered 
under the influence of the DDR university reforms of 195/51 
and 1967/68 in keeping with Communist ideology. After German 
reunification in 1990, the university had the opportunity to strike 
out on a new path while also building on its older traditions. To-
day, it is one of the leading universities in Germany.

Humboldt-Universität is expanding collaboration with selected 
universities throughout the world at the levels of research, teach-
ing and governance. These HU profile partners represent leading 
institutions in their respective regions and include the University 
of Sao Paulo, the National University of Singapore and Princeton 
University.

The humanities, social sciences, economics and theology are 
housed at the historically important Mitte Campus. The IRI 
THESys, which brings together scientists and scholars from the 
humanities and natural sciences for research on sustainability, is 
also located in Mitte.

Research and teaching on the life sciences at Humboldt-Univer-
sität takes place at the traditional location on the North Campus 
near Charité. The Faculty of Life Sciences works together here 
with institutes such as the Bernstein Centre and the Berlin 
School of Mind and Brain as well as the NeuroCure, UniCat, and 
Image Knowledge Design excellence clusters. The IRI for Life 
Sciences at HU has the important function for supporting col-
laboration between Charité and the Max Delbrück Centre.

Mathematics and the natural sciences have their home at the 
Adlershof Campus. The campus is part of the “city for science, 
economics and media”. Scientists from Humboldt-Universität 
research together at the Technology Park in a lively exchange 
with ten extra-university research institutions and over 400 tech-
nology-oriented companies. This collaboration is also evident in 
the SALSA graduate school and the IRIS Adlershof, which joins 
various disciplines with extra-university institutions and business 
under one roof.

Two million books can be used 
in the open stacks at the Jacob 
and Wilhelm Grimm Centre 
library. It is a unique library in 
Germany in this regard.
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scholars including the philosopher Hegel, the legal scholar von 
Savigny and the physician Hufeland.

After the founding of the German Empire in 1871, the Berlin 
alma mater become the largest and most prestigious university 
in Germany. Humboldt’s ideas spread across the world, and 
many universities were founded on the same principles. 29 No-
bel prize winners including Max Planck, Robert Koch, and Fritz 
Haber conducted research here. Otto von Bismarck, Heinrich 
Heine and Karl Marx were also enrolled as students at Hum-
boldt-Universität.

During the Third Reich (1933 to 1945), the university was a place 
for silent conformity and enthusiastic support for the National 
Socialist system but unfortunately only rarely a place that offered 
resistance. A new beginning among the physical and moral rub-
ble was difficult. Teaching began again in 1946 in badly damaged 
buildings under the watchful eye of the Soviet occupation. In 
1949, the university was named after the brothers Alexander and 
Wilhelm von Humboldt.

The research contents, procedures and conditions were altered 
under the influence of the DDR university reforms of 195/51 
and 1967/68 in keeping with Communist ideology. After German 
reunification in 1990, the university had the opportunity to strike 
out on a new path while also building on its older traditions. To-
day, it is one of the leading universities in Germany.

Humboldt-Universität is expanding collaboration with selected 
universities throughout the world at the levels of research, teach-
ing and governance. These HU profile partners represent leading 
institutions in their respective regions and include the University 
of Sao Paulo, the National University of Singapore and Princeton 
University.

The humanities, social sciences, economics and theology are 
housed at the historically important Mitte Campus. The IRI 
THESys, which brings together scientists and scholars from the 
humanities and natural sciences for research on sustainability, is 
also located in Mitte.

Research and teaching on the life sciences at Humboldt-Univer-
sität takes place at the traditional location on the North Campus 
near Charité. The Faculty of Life Sciences works together here 
with institutes such as the Bernstein Centre and the Berlin 
School of Mind and Brain as well as the NeuroCure, UniCat, and 
Image Knowledge Design excellence clusters. The IRI for Life 
Sciences at HU has the important function for supporting col-
laboration between Charité and the Max Delbrück Centre.

Mathematics and the natural sciences have their home at the 
Adlershof Campus. The campus is part of the “city for science, 
economics and media”. Scientists from Humboldt-Universität 
research together at the Technology Park in a lively exchange 
with ten extra-university research institutions and over 400 tech-
nology-oriented companies. This collaboration is also evident in 
the SALSA graduate school and the IRIS Adlershof, which joins 
various disciplines with extra-university institutions and business 
under one roof.

Two million books can be used 
in the open stacks at the Jacob 
and Wilhelm Grimm Centre 
library. It is a unique library in 
Germany in this regard.


